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Corridor, respectively. Phase II is in the final 
planning stage for the construction of a 9.2- 
mile Metrorail extension along NW 27th Ave-
nue and Phase III is a proposed East-West 
Rapid Transit Corridor that will run some 10– 
13 miles East from the Miami Intermodal Cen-
ter to Florida International University and 
points west. Metrorail began service in 1984 
and currently operates 22.4-miles of rapid 
transit line, however the region has experi-
enced tremendous growth in the last 24 years, 
most of it occurring outside the current system 
boundaries, and is in need of an expanded 
Metrorail system. This Rail extension will allow 
more options for commuters and visitors as 
well as improve safety on the roadways and 
be more environmentally-friendly. This project 
was authorized in the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient, Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users in 2005. The total cost of 
this project is an estimated $1.6 billion. It is 
my understanding that the Florida Department 
of Transportation will invest $452,700,000 and 
the Miami-Dade County People’s Transpor-
tation Plan will invest an additional 
$452,700,000 as the local match for this 
project. 

f 

URGING KAZAKHSTAN TO COMPLY 
AND HONOR ITS CONTRACTS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 5, 2009 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to bring attention to a growing concern facing 
a U.S. friend and ally in oil-rich Central Asia, 
Kazakhstan. In light of the heightened concern 
over the global oil supply shortage, we want to 
give special recognition to the critical role that 
Kazakhstan plays as a major world-wide sup-
plier, and therefore we urge in particular that 
the Government of Kazakhstan step up to the 
demands. In so doing, Kazakhstan leaders 
should be very cognizant of the need to com-
ply with the rule and sanctity of its contracts 
and do its best to ensure proper appropriation 
of profits to its citizens. 

Recently, Transparency International ranked 
Kazakhstan 150 on its Corruption Perceptions 
Index, with the worst country ranked 179. This 
puts Kazakhstan only slightly ahead of Hugo 
Chavez’s Venezuela. The costs of corruption 
are exceedingly high—both for the Kazakh 
people, international investors and con-
sumers—and will surely lead to the corrosion 
of that society. 

In recent years, Kazakhstan’s economy has 
grown tremendously because of its large oil 
deposits, and the political elite have been suc-
cessful in virtually monopolizing the benefits of 
this boom. But, regrettably, Kazakhstan has 
become a centralistic and authoritarian state 
under the 27 year rule of President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev with little leverage for the devel-
opment and activity of civil society. 

Kazakhstan’s governmental system lacks 
the basic features of democracy; elections are 
neither free nor fair, there are few independent 
media outlets and what political opposition ex-
ists is manipulated, harassed, physically at-
tacked or even killed. There is massive cor-
ruption on a grand scale in this environment of 
intra-elite allocation of benefits connected to 
oil production. Corruption in Kazakhstan is 

systemic, even within the country’s anti-cor-
ruption agency, and no public office is free 
from executive interference. Long wait times, 
unwieldy bureaucracy, weak business law, 
short deadlines, employee discontent and the 
absence of explanatory information all breed 
corruption. Foreign firms have frequently re-
ported harassment by the Financial Police in 
the form of unannounced inspections and in-
timidation. Forbes Asia Magazine reported that 
AES Corporation, an American company and 
one of the largest power companies in the 
world faced this type of harassment in June 
2005. The Forbes article titled ‘‘Thug Cap-
italism,’’ reported that AES was subjected to 
Financial Police raids and was forced to pay 
up to $200 million in fines before they decided 
they had enough and withdrew from 
Kazakhstan. 

Exxon Mobil, which is also in the consortium 
with ConocoPhillips, Eni, Total and Royal 
Dutch Shell experienced similar problems with 
the Kashagan project. The Kazakh govern-
ment has repeatedly used delays and cost 
overruns to renegotiate its original terms with 
the consortium, using negotiating tactics simi-
lar to those perfected by Russia to extract 
concessions from foreign energy investors. 

Both the international investor community 
and the Kazakh people have every reason to 
be concerned over the Kazakh government’s 
increasingly heavy-handed intrusion into busi-
ness activity, especially in the energy sector. 
According to a recent report by ABC News: 
‘‘The U.S. Department of Justice prosecutors 
have long alleged in court documents filed in 
a case against a U.S. businessman that Presi-
dent Nazarbayev and his deputies accepted 
nearly $80 million in kickback from foreign 
companies in exchange for access to 
Kazakhstan’s vast oilfields.’’ 

And perhaps the largest concern of all is the 
precedent set when this, or any, government 
is rampant with corrupt practices. Nations and 
lives become unglued. Take for instance the 
assassination attempt on the former head of 
Kazakhstan’s National Security Service in Vi-
enna. According to Radio Ekho Moskvy, Alnur 
Musayev and his companion were both 
wounded; and simultaneously, that the ex-am-
bassador of Kazakhstan in Austria who is also 
the former son-in-law of the Kazakh President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev, Rikhat Aliyev, was tar-
geted but escaped. These events were offi-
cially confirmed by the spokesman of the Aus-
trian Office of Public Prosecutor, Gerhard 
Jarosh. Exiled citizens must not become tar-
gets of their home country. They must be free 
to live their lives and express themselves with-
out threat of life or limb. Such is a funda-
mental right and expectation of all democ-
racies and free nations. 

Furthermore, the ex-Chairman of the Na-
tional Security Committee of Kazakhstan was 
sentenced in absentia to 20 years of imprison-
ment. Rakhat Aliyev was also sentenced in 
absentia to 40 years in prison on multiple 
charges. However, when the Austrian Govern-
ment investigated Kazakhstan’s allegations of 
money laundering and corruption against 
Rakhat Aliyev, they found no evidence to sub-
stantiate such allegations, and thus have re-
fused to extradite Mr. Aliyev for fear that he 
will never receive anything resembling a fair 
trial. 

Such activities are all too reminiscent of a 
pattern of violence and corruption we have 
long seen in Russia, and nothing can be more 

destabilizing both internally and externally. 
Moreover, these are not the qualities that we 
expect of the incoming Chair of the OSCE. 
Kazakhstan has made several promises to im-
plement reforms that respect political free-
doms and human rights. To date these re-
forms have not been implemented and on 
issues such as religious freedoms and free-
dom of the press, it is arguable that 
Kazakhstan is becoming more restrictive and 
less tolerant. 

The United States has sought a mutually 
beneficial relationship with Kazakhstan and 
provides aid to Kazakhstan in order to en-
hance economic growth, democracy, security, 
civil society and attend to humanitarian needs. 
However, it is evident that the current U.S.- 
Kazakhstan relationship is compromised by 
Kazakhstan’s record of human rights violations 
and lack of immediate and necessary reforms 
before ascending to the OSCE Chairmanship. 
The U.S. Department of State has criticized 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev’s government 
for human rights violations. A report from 
March 2008 faulted the government for prac-
tices including ‘‘arbitrary arrest and detention’’, 
‘‘restrictions on freedom of speech, the press, 
assembly, and association’’, ‘‘lack of an inde-
pendent judiciary’’, ‘‘severe limits on citizens’ 
rights to change their government,’’ and more, 
including abuse of detainees and prisoners. 

As an influential OSCE member and global 
leader, the U.S. must now more than ever, 
begin to raise questions regarding 
Kazakhstan’s human rights record and about 
allegations that Kazakhstan has attempted to 
kidnap and injure its dissidents. Kidnapping 
and bodily harm have no place among nation 
states and Kazakhstan should be made to an-
swer for any and all violations before it as-
sumes the Chairmanship. 

f 

EARMARK DECLARATION 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 5, 2009 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the House Republican standards 
on earmarks, I am submitting the following in-
formation for publication in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks I received 
as part of HR 1105, the Omnibus Appropria-
tions Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. CHRISTOPHER H. 
SMITH 

Bill Number: HR 1105 
Account: U.S. Department of Transportation/ 

FHWA/Federal-Aid Highways 
Legal Name of Requesting Entity: The City 

of Trenton 
Address of Requesting Entity: Trenton City 

Hall, 319 E. State Street, Trenton, NJ 08608 
Description of Request: I have secured 

$188,750 in funding for the city of Trenton to 
capitalize on the economic potential generated 
by the new $70 million Trenton Train Station 
rehabilitation project. The City of Trenton has 
a redevelopment plan for the area requiring 
upgrading some critical road, pedestrian, and 
other infrastructure. The City of Trenton also 
plans to fund this project. 

Requesting Member: Rep. CHRISTOPHER H. 
SMITH 

Bill Number: HR 1105 
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Mr. Kalkofen graduated from Ferris State 

University in 1971 and began working as a 
sanitarian for the Macomb County Health De-
partment. He earned his Masters of Public 
Health from the University of Michigan School 
of Public Health in 1977 and continued to rise 
through the ranks of the Health Department, 
holding various positions, until he became di-
rector in February of 1996. 

Under Mr. Kalkofen’s leadership the Health 
Department established effective community 
coalitions, such as the Tobacco Prevention 
Coalition and Healthy Kids, Healthy Futures 
Coalition and a minority health outreach office. 
Mr. Kalkofen also fought for the continuation 
of one of the few remaining public health den-
tal programs in the State of Michigan. He 
worked successfully to leverage Emergency 
Preparedness funds making it possible for the 
county to build a new Medical Examiner Office 
and Morgue, both of which were sorely out-
dated. 

In addition to his many accomplishments in 
the public health sector, he was passionate 
about fighting to ensure that recreational and 
drinking water quality was safe for the resi-
dents of the County. Fifteen years ago, 
Macomb County’s beaches and lakeshore wa-
ters were closed by the Health Department 
due to the rapid seaweed growth and exces-
sive E. coli levels. The Blue Ribbon Commis-
sion was founded to address the aforemen-
tioned concerns of Lake St. Clair, and Mr. 
Kalkofen acted to provide full administrative 
support for its activities. 

Mr. Kalkofen has also been an advocate for 
an array of county- and grant-funded pollution 
prevention activities over the years. In 2004 
and 2005, he secured $2.5 million from the 
Department of Environmental Quality to per-
form an unprecedented comprehensive water 
quality assessment of watersheds of Lakes St. 
Clair, and Belle, Pine, and Black Rivers which 
stretch across four counties. Most recently, he 
worked as a member of the Macomb Water 
Quality Board to spearhead the acquisition of 
State and Federal funds to build a system of 
real-time water quality monitors at the intakes 
of all water treatment plants on the United 
States side of Lake Huron to Lake Erie Cor-
ridor. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing Tom Kalkofen, who has 
worked tirelessly to improve the quality of liv-
ing for the people of Macomb County for near-
ly 40 years. I am confident he will continue to 
play an important role in the community where 
he is highly thought of, in addition to enjoying 
a bit of retirement with his wife Marge, their 
twin sons and five grandchildren. 

f 

ADATH EMANU-EL 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 29, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize and congratulate 
Adath Emanu-El in Mt. Laurel, New Jersey on 
their 50th anniversary. 

The local synagogue has been providing 
residents with a sense of community since 
1960, when five families gathered together to 
form the first Jewish Reform Congregation in 

Burlington County. In 1997, Adath Emanu-El 
moved its residence from Willingboro, NJ to 
Mt. Laurel where the synagogue had its first 
service with more than 400 people to cele-
brate the establishment of a new house of 
prayer. 

The traditions of Adath Emanu-El, a family 
growing, learning, worshipping, and working 
together, are still upheld today. These valu-
able practices are due to the wonderful leader-
ship by Rabbi Andrew I. Bossov, Rabbi Emer-
itus Richard A. Levine, teachers, and most im-
portantly, dedicated members to the syna-
gogue. 

In recognition to the many years of dedi-
cated religious practice and service to the 
community, I urge my colleagues to join me in 
congratulating Adath Emanu-El on its 50th an-
niversary. 

f 

KAZAKHSTAN’S LEADERSHIP OF 
THE OSCE 

HON. SHELLEY BERKLEY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, January 29, 2010 

Ms. BERKLEY. Madam Speaker, the Re-
public of Kazakhstan this month undertakes its 
new role and responsibilities as the Chairman- 
in-Office of the Organization for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), the world’s 
largest regional security organization. 

I would like to congratulate Kazakh Presi-
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev and his fellow citi-
zens on this signal achievement. Kazakhstan 
is making history with this new assignment 
and its broader engagement in global affairs. 
For the very first time, the OSCE will be head-
ed by a new post-Soviet country east of Vi-
enna. It is also the first Asian and Muslim na-
tion to head the OSCE. It is a recognition that 
the OSCE draws its strength not only from Eu-
rope and the United States, but also from 
Central Asia, the Caucasus, and the Balkans. 

Kazakhstan has been a leader in inter-
national nuclear security since its earliest days 
of independence. After the Cold War, 
Kazakhstan renounced its nuclear weapons, 
closed the Semipalatinsk nuclear test site and 
transferred over half a ton of uranium to se-
cure sites outside their country. Our govern-
ment continues to work with Kazakhstan to 
advance our common non-proliferation goals: 
In April, President Obama will host the Global 
Nuclear Security Summit, with President 
Nazarbayev and other world leaders partici-
pating. 

Since its independence, Kazakhstan has 
also made economic reforms that have at-
tracted investment and created jobs. It has de-
veloped multiple energy export routes and di-
versified its economy to ensure that its oil 
wealth can be enjoyed by all sectors of soci-
ety. 

As a member of the Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee and a co-chair of the Friends of 
Kazakhstan Caucus, I look forward to the 
progress that Kazakhstan can make during its 
tenure at the helm of the OSCE. We will work 
with Kazakhstan this year to modernize and 
strengthen the OSCE, for the benefit of all 
member States. And I wish President 
Nazarbayev—and his able Chairperson-in-Of-
fice, Secretary of State-Foreign Minister Kanat 
Saudabayev—great success as Kazakhstan 

embarks on this new path toward increased 
democracy, improved security, enhanced co-
operation, and stronger economic growth and 
prosperity. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CORNELIUS AND 
MARY DOLLISON OF MUNCIE, IN-
DIANA 

HON. MIKE PENCE 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, January 29, 2010 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, as it is writ-
ten in the Good Book, ‘‘Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.’’ And I can think of no better exam-
ple of Christ’s compassion and generosity 
than Cornelius and Mary Dollison of Muncie, 
Indiana. Recently the recipient of the Muncie 
Star Press ‘‘Person of the Year Award,’’ this 
extraordinary couple has dedicated their time, 
their finances, and, most importantly, their 
hearts to serving their community, and I rise 
today to honor their legacy of service. 

Cornelius and Mary have a deeply-rooted 
history within the Muncie community. 
Cornelius was born and raised there, and 
Mary has lived there since she was a young 
teen. Though they knew each other in high 
school, Cornelius and his sweetheart were not 
united in love until a few years after they had 
graduated. Now married for nearly 50 years, 
Cornelius and Mary have formed a special 
team that has left an indelible mark on the 
Muncie community. 

In their own special ways, Cornelius and 
Mary have used their individual talents and 
passions to work together for the betterment 
of those most in need in their community. 
Cornelius is the strong and silent type, an ex-
pert electrician and builder, and the rock of 
support for his dear wife. Mary is the more 
outspoken of the two, always using every 
ounce of energy to be on the forefront and 
making a difference in the community. To-
gether, the Dollisons have formed an 
unstoppable force that serves the residents of 
their community to this very day. 

Over the last few decades, Mary and 
Cornelius have consistently made sacrifices, 
and today we can see the many fruits of their 
labor. More than twenty years ago, Mary saw 
a need for a mentoring program for children in 
the Muncie community, and thus, from the 
Dollison’s living room, Motivate Our Minds 
(MOMs) was born. What originally began as a 
summer program for a handful of students has 
now blossomed to a fully operational after- 
school tutoring organization that serves nearly 
700 minority students every year. While Mary 
coordinated the programs, Cornelius went to 
work restoring a facility to accommodate the 
growing number of students served by MOMs. 
Never ones to sit on the sidelines, the 
Dollisons took it upon themselves to do what-
ever it took to make MOMs the successful 
program that it is today. 

This same can-do attitude was also dem-
onstrated at the end of 2008, when the City of 
Muncie was poised to strip funding for the 
Buley Community Center out of its budget. For 
over 30 years, the Buley Center had been a 
safe haven for some of the city’s most under-
privileged children. One by one, Cornelius and 
Mary began receiving phone calls from mem-
bers of the community, begging them to inter-
vene to save the Buley Center from certain 
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