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THE VISIT OF THE COLONEL-IN-CHIEF TO MULTI-NATIONAL BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (228) 4 - 5
FEBRUARY 2003
- by WO1 (RSM) Carter

Following a rather exciting arrival at the VIP area of Pristina
airport (courtesy of some very enthusiastic Russian and Italian
offrs and soldiers) Her Royal Highness, The Princess Royal
was whisked away for a visit to the RLC (of whom she is also
Colonel-in-Chief). The Multi-National Military Police (MNMP),
manned all the junctions and vulnerable points, and the Royal
cavalcade swept smoothly along the roads. 

After the visit to the CSS Sqn, Her Royal Highness was taken
to Slim Lines to retire in the Royal accommodation for an hour or
so. For those of you who have been to Slim Lines, Block E has
never looked so splendid, with the QM, Maj Fred Payet, the
RQMS(A), WO2 (RQMS) Sam Parke and the SQMS, SSgt
(SQMS) Pete Mullen pulling all the tricks in the book to produce
accommodation truly fit for a Princess. Of course security was
at the top the priority list, and a complex security plan to keep
the Princess safe was designed by WO2 (MTWO) Trev Croxon
and SSgt Alex Alexander-High, and led by Cpl Jamie Slade. 

The Princess Royal was then invited to a reception in the
combined Offrs and SNCOs Mess at Multi-National Brigade
(Centre) (MNB(C)), Slim Lines. The Bde Comd, Brig JS Shaw
(late Para) was presented to her before introducing Senior Offrs,
Offrs, WOs and SNCOs serving in theatre. Her Royal Highness then attended a dinner party for a select 20.

Following all the intense activity of the preceding
22 hours, Her Royal Highness finally arrived for
her visit to the Bde Sig Sqn just before 1100 hours
on Tuesday 04 February 03. She was greeted by
the OC, and the 2IC and RSM were presented,
before she was invited to be photographed with
the Sqn. The gods were certainly smiling on us at
this point. All the poor weather from earlier that
morning had disappeared and the picture was
taken under clear blue skies. 

It was then over to the Bde Conference Room to
meet the Sqn Offrs and WOs and to be briefed by
the OC. The briefing included recent and future
Sqn activities and events, such as the handover to
the Finnish Command, 6-8 weeks on SPTA re-
learning the armour, conversion to Bowman and
the move to Bulford in early 2004.

Her Royal Highness was then shown to System
Control were she met the crew and was briefed by
WO2 (YofS) Paul Meehan on the complexities of
the handover to the Finnish Comms Coy. She was
then escorted to the aerial tower by WO2 (FofS)
Rob Clifford, where she watched a demonstration

of rigging techniques by LCpl Phil Brewster and Sig Pippa Lavenu. Whilst listening and looking at equipment used by our installation
techs, the Princess demonstrated her very current and informed knowledge of RSigs matters. Sigs Gibson and Sturdy were not the only
ones to be impressed by our Colonel-in-Chief’s knowledge not only of our working practices, but also the improvements in latest
technology.

The work environment over, Her Royal Highness returned to
the combined Offrs and SNCOs Mess. Here she was invited to
sign the Sqn’s visitors’ book and present 3 of our youngest Sigs
with their Kosovo Medal. The lucky recipients were Sig Roberts
from 14 Sig Regt, Sig Jemma Proctor and Sig Rob Lewis. The
Princess was then invited to a light lunch to meet as many of the
RSigs cap-badged offrs and soldiers we could muster, including
members of 14 and 32 Sig Regts. Sadly members of 21 Sig
Regt could not make it, as they were still up in the hills,
providing comms for the helicopter flights. The RSM then called
for 3 cheers for our Colonel-in-Chief, The Princess Royal which
signalled the end of the visit and time to leave for the airport.

Behind the scenes the 2IC, RSM and many others were trying
frantically to smooth the waters with the Russians and Italians
(another story) at the airport for the return journey. But we had
forgotten the grace of the Princess. With a smile, she charmed
those around, ensuring a successful farewell on the Royal flight.
Overall the visit was a great success, thanks to many long hours
of planning and preparation and the professionalism of all those
involved with the visit.

Maj Paterson presents Her Royal Highness to the Sqn Comd team. L-R:
Maj Payet, Capt Corkery, Lt Barker, Lt Bermingham (14 Sig Regt), 

WO2 (RQMS) Gillies, WO2 (YofS) Meehan, WO2 (FofS) Clifford 

Her Royal Highness meets some of the SMART team after their rigging demonstration

Her Royal Highness awards the Kosovo Campaign medal to Sig Proctor
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FRONT COVER
EXERCISE CARRIBEAN ENDEAVOUR. Capt Rob Francis and

SSgt Terry McIntyre of 36 Signal Regiment (V) went to
Antigua to join a Joint Services sailing expedition in January,
during which they sailed over 700 miles with 44 night hours.

This is their yacht, HMSTC Discoverer, a Challenge 67,
moored in English Harbour.

Printed by Holbrook Printers Ltd, Norway Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth

BACK COVER
BALDRICK VISITS THE BLACK ADDER SQUADRON. As

everyone knows, 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (261) wear the
Black Adder shoulder flash. On Tuesday 4 February, 261
paraded to be inspected by the Reviewing Private, Pte

Baldrick of the TV series. He is pictured here with the Sqn
after that event.

NEW YEAR’S HONOURS 2003
We congratulate the following members of the Corps who were   
awarded honours in the New Year’s List 2003:

Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire
(MBE)

Maj (QGO) Navindrabikram Gurung MBE
RHQ QGS

Maj Frank Gledhill Kirkham MBE TD
Sheffield UOTC

WO2 Maxwell George Paterson MBE
Army Personnel Centre

Maj Andrew Desmond Smith MBE
38 Sig Regt (V)
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SOME STORIES IN THIS ISSUE…..

Royal Signals Junior Commanders Course –
Impressions from a Participant

Cpl Cowley gives his impressions of the RSJCC. ‘It’s best to go
on this with the attitude to pass it first time..’ he says.
See 20th Amd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn’s report on page 174.

Royal Signals Group Expedition to Chile

Members of 212 Sqn travelled via the Falklands to Chile for EX
REFUGIO DIAMOND, a ten-day adventurous training expedition.
LCpl Wignall describes the trip in 212 Sqn’s report on page 132.

A Squadron is Disbanded

There were lumps in many throats of the remaining members 249
Sig Sqn (AMF(L)) who marched off after their disbandment parade
at Bulford on 9 January. But the SOinC(A) and Comd, UK Element
AMF(L) were there to see them off, and they had the
companionship of 18 veterans from the Sqn’s FARELF days in the
bar later.

See 249 Sqn (AMF(L))’s report on page 178.

Another Jump at Arnhem

The Polish DZ at Arnhem, soon to be turned into a huge industrial
park, had not been jumped on since 1944. So before its demise, a
group of 30 parachutists, including Sgt Brewin and Cpl
MacDonald from Radio Systems Group, RSS, did a final
memorial jump there. Gen Sir Michael Jackson and many Polish
WWII veterans were present.

See Radio Systems Group report on page 114 .

Blackadder’s Staff Visits Aldershot

101 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn’s RSM came up with ‘a cunning plan’ to
invite ‘the best soldier ever to take the King’s Shilling’ to visit them
in Aldershot. So on 4 February the Sqn eagerly awaited the
Reviewing Private’s arrival.

Read about Pte Baldrick’s visit in 101 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn’s report
on page 182.

OP FRESCO Watchkeepers 

At last we have an OP FRESCO story about Corps people
working in their true role on this op. Most media reports on OP
FRESCO have been about soldiers driving Green Goddess’s or
squirting water. 2Lt Aidy Matthews and Lt Huw George tell us
how they planned and set up an ops room to provide CIS for OP
FRESCO. The learning curve was steep and there were many
problems, but, in true RSigs tradition, they found solutions to all of
them. However, they did sound a little disappointed when the FBU
called off the strikes.

See 2 (NC) Sig Bde’s report on page 128.

Elmpt Station One Year On

Formerly RAF Brüggen, Elmpt Station, which includes Javelin
Barracks, is now not only an Army establishment, it is also one of
the largest concentrations of RSigs personnel. Housing 16 Sig
Regt, 7 Sig Regt and 280 Sig Sqn (around some 1300 Corps
personnel), there’s a good chance that many Corps personnel will
serve there at some time in their careers. 

As ‘host unit’, 16 Sig Regt has written an article on Elmpt one year
on from the Army’s takeover, pointing out the many advantages of
postings there. Their aim is to make it the best community in the
British Army.

See ‘Elmpt Station’ in the centre spread.

EDITORIAL

I was delighted at the response I
have had so far to the changes
that we initiated in the February
edition of The WIRE. I have lost
count of the number positive
comments that have come in. It
shows that we are on the right
track. There were also a few
helpful ideas that I can use in the
future. Thank you.

Another change, which you will
see in this issue, is the Guest
Editorial. I must come clean here
and admit that I have pinched this
idea from The Craftsman. But I will
take the idea further. Instead of
having contributions only from

senior ranking officers, I intend to invite lower ranks as well. So if
you have a view you wish to express about the Corps or your
experiences in it, do please contact me.

In this edition’s Guest Editorial, MajGen Tony Boyle CB speaks of
the comradeship within the Corps family. I must say that, having
become a singly, I know well this family feeling and I appreciate its
value. It felt it strongly when I joined the Reading Branch of the
RSA; it has become stronger since I have been in this job at RHQ;
and as I go about visiting units and RSA Branches, the feeling
becomes stronger still.

Speaking of visits, I had a most enjoyable one at a combined
meeting with the Aldershot RSA Branch and members of 251 and
261 Sig Sqns. Not only was I warmly received (and well-hosted by
Brig Noel Moss and his wife, Edelgard), I also witnessed an
excellent bridging operation between the retired and serving
Corps – a link that MajGen Boyle seeks in his Editorial. There
must be more opportunities like this that can be opened up. The
WIRE will do all it can to help with these links.

I also had a most successful visit to Elmpt Station in February.
Here I was able to see 7 Sig Regt, 16 Sig Regt and 280 Sig Sqn
both on exercises and going about their day to day tasks. Then it
was up to Rheindahlen to DCSA 252 Sig Sqn to see how they are
coping with the changes they are currently going through (and
they‘re doing well). It was really great talking to Corps people at all
levels, to understand what they are doing and to know how they
feel about the job – and, of course, about The WIRE. My thanks to
COs, OCs and all ranks of these units,  particularly to Maj Pete
Doherty of 16 Sig Regt who made the arrangements.

During February there have been changes in two appointments
that connect with this office. Col Neil Donaldson OBE leaves the
job of DCOS/Regt Col for a civil defence type job in the north. His
place has been taken by Col John Ewbank, who has moved
down the hill from Commandant RSS/Blandford Garrison. The
Editor of The Journal, Col Bill Kennedy, retires (for the third time,
so he says!) to make way for Col Tom Moncur, who moves down
from Surrey. I shall personally miss Neil and Bill, both of whom
have given me a lot of support in this job. I welcome John and
Tom and look forward to working with them.

I have at last a detailed story on OP FRESCO (see 2 (NC) Sig
Bde’s report on page 128). I had been frustrated at seeing in the
media only stories and shots of soldiers driving Green Goddess’s
and squirting hoses, but little or nothing of the soldiers (us!!) who
patch you through from your 999 call to the ops rooms. Now we
have such a story. What I am looking for next are some early
stories on OP TELIC. I don’t want to see just the usual stories of
tanks and strike aircraft. I want to see more of the Corps
involvement. After all we are a vital and essential element of this
op. I want to see us get a bit of credit for it. So if you are out
there, please send me a story about what you are doing and how
it’s going. I don’t mind if anyone sends me material direct, so long
as I get it quickly.

My thoughts are with all those abroad on ops at this time,
especially, OP TELIC. My wish is that you all come through safely.

Bernard Redshaw



based and bear the names of their locations, such as the
Aldershot Branch. The latter are based upon a unit or function,
such as the Indian Signals Association or the Airborne Signals
Association.  Many individuals join both their geographical and
their unit affiliated branches.  Mr Peter Cuckow is our
Membership Secretary at RHQ, providing the link to all parts of
the RSA.  You, as serving members of the Corps, may be familiar
with some Branches.  The 3rd Divisional Signals Reunion Club
and its members are well known to the members of the serving
unit, and many geographical Branches meet regularly on TA, and
in some cases, Regular unit premises.  

We need to strengthen our links with the serving Corps and are
currently embarked on a study to do so.  I know this objective has
the strong support of the Signal Officer-in-Chief and of the Master
of Signals, who is President of the RSA, and I know you will hear
more of the RSA in the coming months.  For those of you who are
nearing the end of your service, at whatever stage or rank in your
military career, Regular or TA, you will find a warm welcome and a
helping hand in your local or unit based branch of the RSA.  Our
members have already been where you are heading and can help.
You have but to ask.  As you begin to consider leaving the
supporting atmosphere of the serving Corps for the world outside,
you should know that there are, right around the country, those
who have shared experience of the Corps who are ready to
welcome you. 

The RSA is currently improving its web site.You can find it linked to
the Corps’ own Home Page at www/army.moduk/royalsignals/rsa.
Many Branches have their own websites, which you will see are
also linked, and many others are about to initiate their own.  If
these sites do not answer your questions, then our Membership
Secretary will be happy to try. You will find his contact details on
the site.

I hope this short article provides some useful information for you
about the RSA.  It is your Association as much as it is of those
who have served before you.  One day, you too will leave the
serving Corps.  The RSA is a country-wide network that stands
ready to help those in need and to welcome comrades of the
Royal Corps of Signals, from whatever era.

THE WIRE, APRIL 2003 107

GUEST EDITORIAL
- By MajGen AH Boyle CB,
Chairman, The Royal Signals
Association (RSA)

The invitation for me to write a
guest editorial provides a welcome
opportunity to provide a higher
profile for the RSA among the
serving Corps.  So what is the
RSA?  It is the embodiment of the
Corps family, of those who have
served before you, and it includes
those in the serving Corps,
Regular and TA, to which this
message is primarily directed.

The RSA has two primary
objectives.  They are ‘Welfare’ and

‘Comradeship’.  Thanks largely to you in the serving Corps, the
vast majority of whom subscribe to the one day’s pay scheme, the
RSA is able to make available some £350,000 annually to past
and present signallers, and their dependants, who are in some
form of need or distress.  We are additionally aided in this welfare
objective by the Army Benevolent Fund, SSAFA and the Royal
British Legion, with whom we work closely.  Mrs Jan Cornick is
the Welfare Secretary, working on the staff at RHQ in Blandford.
She pulls all the threads together, but is aided by a very large
network of volunteers who serve on the welfare committees and
among the many branches around the country who alert the
system to needy cases.

Most serving soldiers know that their one day’s pay provides
funds for the likes of sports and adventurous training. Few are as
aware of the very worthwhile contribution it makes to the less
fortunate among us.

Under the ‘Comradeship’ banner, we aim to foster comradeship
and morale within the Corps family, serving and retired.  We do so
largely through the 70 Branches located around the nation and
more than 20 Affiliated Branches.  The former are geographically

THE ROYAL SIGNALS MUSEUM
by Colonel (Retd) Cliff Walters

SILVER JUBILLEE PRESENTATION TO OUR COLONEL-IN-
CHIEF
- by Col (Retd) Cliff Walters, Museum Director

On Page 312 of the August WIRE is a photograph of our Colonel-
in-Chief wearing two pieces of jewellery. The caption states, ‘For
the first time Her Royal Highness wears a badge on her hat -the
Jimmy presented to her the previous evening’. The presentation of
the ‘Jimmy’ was a significant event in Corps history that is worthy
of bringing to the attention of Corps members. It was presented at
the Colonel Commandants’ Dinner by the Master of Signals who,
in his speech, explained the background to the brooch.

The brooch that is being worn on her left is of gold design and the
stone is decorated with a ‘Jimmy’ that is difficult to see unless the
viewer is close to it. Her Royal Highness was presented with this
brooch on 20 February 1978, shortly after she was appointed our
Colonel-in-Chief. The presentation was made by MajGen JMW
Badcock CB MBE DL and MajGen AAG Anderson CB, who
were then Representative Colonel Commandant and SOinC
respectively. Her Royal Highness wears the brooch whenever
she visits the Corps.

We are all aware that 2002 was the Silver Jubilee year for our
Colonel-in-Chief, and the Corps Committee determined that an
appropriate presentation should be made to her to mark the event
in an appropriate way. A wide range of ideas was proposed, but
the outcome was to present the diamond Jimmy brooch that is
seen adorning her hat on the photograph. For the first time our Colonel-in-Chief wears two Jimmies



MMMMOOOOVVVVEEEEMMMMEEEENNNNTTTTSSSS
OFFICERS
FEBRUARY 2003
Name and Rank Unit to which posted
Col J K Ewbank ... ... ... ... ... DCOS HQ SOinC(A)
Lt Col A H Campbell-Black ... 39 Sig Regt
Lt Col P J Davies ... ... ... ... COS HQ SOInC(A)
Lt Col J E Richardson ... ... ... R Sigs/Int Div
Lt Col D B Hudson ... ... ... ... 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt
Maj R J Carter ... ... ... ... ... HQ 3 (UK) Div
Maj R J Craig ... ... ... ... ... Theatre & Formation Comms IPT
Maj E C Dale ... ... ... ... ... ... R Sigs/Int Div
Lt E Metcalfe ... ... ... ... ... ... 228 Sig Sqn

MARCH 2003
Name and Rank Unit to which posted
Col A JH Johnsone ... ... ... ... IMATT (Freetown) Sierra Leone
Col P J Moseley OBE ... ... ... Col MO (SP)
Lt Col G Hearn ... ... ... ... ... 34 (Northern) Sig Regt
Lt Col S J Turnbull ... ... ... ... OCE HQ Land
Maj R T O’Hara ... ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals
Maj P Stephenson ... ... ... ... HQ Nor Ireland
Capt J C Barber... ... ... ... ... 206 Sig Sqn 3 (UK) Div
Capt B P Davenport... ... ... ... 20 Armd Bde Sig Sqn (200)
Capt D P Farragher... ... ... ... 2 Sig Regt
Capt H M Grierson ... ... ... ... 2 (AS) Sig Sqn (220) 21 Sig Regt
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Colonel Cliff Walters receiving the medals from Mr Don
Humphreys, with Mrs Humphreys and friends, Mr and Mrs Rob

Winney in attendance

This brooch was originally presented to our first Colonel-in-Chief,
Her Royal Highness, Princess Mary on 8 October 1936. Brig H
Clementi-Smith DSO, Representative Colonel Commandant,
made the presentation on a parade of troops at Catterick. In his
speech, he stated that it was being presented on behalf of 12,388
members of the Regular Army, Supplementary Reserve and
Territorial Army. 

Our records show that in July 1935, the Corps at large had been
requested to seek donations from individuals. ‘It has been
calculated that, if all officers subscribe at the rate of 6d (about 2p)
and all British other ranks at the rate of 1d, the requisite sum will
be realised.’ The brooch of diamonds and platinum was made by

MEDAL DONATION TO THE MUSEUM

by Colonel (Retd) Cliff Walters

On the 18 February the Museum received the medals of
Lieutenant Colonel W J (Bill) Morris MBE MC who died in 1995.
They were presented on behalf of Bill’s wife, Lilly, who
unfortunately could not be present, by a friend of the family, Mr
Don Humphreys.

Bill had a very interesting military career to say the least. He was
born on 22 May 1899, entered the Merchant Navy in June 1913
and transferred to the Royal Navy in July 1916. By then he had
qualified as a Marine Radio Operator. He saw out the Great War,
with operations in Gallipoli, Mesopotamia, East Africa and Home
Waters, during which he was Mentioned in Despatches. This was
to be his first of many recorded acts of selflessness.

On 13 January 1922 Bill attested into the Royal Artillery but soon
afterwards he transferred to the Royal Signals with whom he
served until 3 May 1953. On the outbreak of war in 1939 he was
commissioned into the Corps and set sail with the British
Expeditionary Force. Soon after he returned to the training
organisation to prepare the many newly called up soldiers for war.
In April 1941 he was assigned to the conflict in North Africa, and
in April 1943 whilst commanding No 1 Company, 8th Army
Signals, he was awarded the Military Cross. His unit was
responsible for laying out the cable system used for control of the
tank battle at EL ALAMEIN. The citation goes on to say, ‘…During
the advance his company was responsible for the reconstruction
of many hundreds of miles of permanent route which had been
mined and booby-trapped. His car was twice blown up on mines
but he carried on and, without thought for personal safety,
continued his reconnaissances of forward routes in order to bring
back the information to allow the formation of Signal plans.’

In 1943 Bill was involved in the planning of the Salerno and Anzio
landings. For his services to the American Forces in the period
September 1943 to June 1944 he was awarded the American
Bronze Star. As a Lieutenant Colonel he had worked tirelessly on
interoperability with the Americans. The American citation stated,
‘...Displaying a very high degree of professional skill and
leadership and an outstanding devotion to duty in performing the
multitudinous duties incident to his membership on the Fifth Army
Wire Board, his accomplishments contributed materially to the
success of the Allied war effort.’ Because of the classification of
the time the citation does not mention that he was also deeply

the Goldsmiths and Silversmiths Company, 112 Regent Street,
London and was supplied with a suitably engraved inscription on
the leather jewellery box all at a cost of £60. It was recently valued
at many thousand of pounds. Princess Mary wore the brooch on
many Corps occasions and after her death in 1965 it was returned
to the Corps, eventually becoming an exhibit in the Corps
Museum. A replica brooch has now been made to replace this
exhibit.

Thus, the brooch that I am sure many of the Corps will see our
Colonel-in-Chief wearing at future events has a significance that
takes us back over 65 years of the Corps’ illustrious history.

involved in siting, in Italy, various stations of the highly secret ‘J’
and ‘Y’ Services.

Later in the war, in Italy under operational conditions, he
supervised the satisfactory trials of the No10 Set. This set went on
to provide vital communications for 21 Army Group in the
advance across Europe. Before the war was over he would again
be Mentioned in Despatches. 

Bill left the Army and set up his own telecomms company, but in
1951 was recalled. He spent two years in Germany as the
Telecomms Liaison Officer where he was deeply involved in
repairing the communication systems and setting up No1 Wireless
Regiment.

After his military retirement, he joined GCHQ. He also became a
staunch supporter of the Royal British Legion, for which he was
the County Chairman from 1964 to 1971. He was later awarded
the MBE.

The Trustees of the Royal Signals Museum wish to thank Mrs Lilly
Morris for her kind donation of a most superb collection of
medals that portray a life of selfless devotion to King, Queen and
Country.
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Capt S G Jackson ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals
Lt L J Brereton-Martin ... ... ... 399 SU (Army Element)
Lt L Clark ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 202 Sig Sqn 3 (UK) Div
Lt V J Galloway ... ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals
Lt B J Henderson ... ... ... ... 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Lt K L Milner ... ... ... ... ... ... 7 Sig Regt (Corps Main HQ)
Lt B E Norton ... ... ... ... ... ATR Lichfield
Lt P C Wettenhall ... ... ... ... HQ Sig Sqn 7 Armd Bde
Lt C J H Wootten ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals

WOS AND SNCOS
FEBRUARY 2003
Name and Rank Unit to which posted
A/WO1 YofS P R G Tonks ... ... BOTAT
A/WO1 RD R G Dalton ... ... ... OCE Sarajavo
A/WO1 RD A Dick ... ... ... ... 2 Sig Regt
WO2 RD A E Buckle ... ... ... 3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
WO2 RD A Gemmell ... ... ... 32 Sig Regt (V)
A/WO2 RD P V Davis ... ... ... 7 Sig Regt
A/WO2 RD P T Haughton ... ... 2 Sig Regt
SSgt T Davies ... ... ... ... ... HQ DFTS
SSgt G Davies ... ... ... ... ... 16 Sig Regt
SSgt J C Goldsworthy ... ... ... JSSU (Ayios Nikolaos)
SSgt K J Ripley ... ... ... ... ... 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt
SSgt P J Robinson ... ... ... ... AFCO Newcstle
SSgt D C Whitworth ... ... ... 16 Air Assault Bde HQ
Sgt S Blakey ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 Sig Regt
Sgt A Buchan ... ... ... ... ... 34 Sig Regt (V)
Sgt E J Cassee ... ... ... ... ... 34 (Northern) Sig Regt (V)
Sgt R M Groundsell ... ... ... 15 Sig Regt
Sgt P Henderson ... ... ... ... 225 Sig Sqn
Sgt A Nuttall ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 Sig Regt
Sgt M A Partington ... ... ... ... DISC Support Unit
Sgt M J Peace ... ... ... ... ... 14 Sig Regt
Sgt D Purdon... ... ... ... ... ... 242 Sig Sqn
Sgt L Rigby ... ... ... ... ... ... 600 Sig Tp
Sgt P C Walledge ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals
A/Sgt S A Tremain ... ... ... ... 16 Sig Regt

MARCH 2003
Name and Rank Unit to which posted
WO1 RD F E Roberts ... ... ... 11 Sig Regt
A/WO1 RD M A Ginty ... ... ... JSSU Digby

A/WO1 RD T A Henry ... ... ... 40 Sig Regt (V)
A/WO1 RD J R Stillie ... ... ... 39 Sig Regt (V)
WO2 YofS C R Quinn ... ... ... MOD Centre Block
WO2 RD G Dewar ... ... ... ... 280 (UK) Sig Sqn
A/WO2 RD N G KMcKenzie ... Edinburgh UOTC
A/WO2 J M Williams ... ... ... SHAPE Regional Sp Gp
SSgt D B Holroyd ... ... ... ... 1 (UK) Div Sig Regt
SSgt S R Pickering ... ... ... ... 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Sgt P J Alford ... ... ... ... ... 7 Sig Regt
Sgt N M Asquith ... ... ... ... ... 16 Sig Regt
Sgt R J P Bowden ... ... ... ... 7 Sig Regt
Sgt S Bruce ... ... ... ... ... ... 11 EOD Regt
Sgt N A Coombs ... ... ... ... 251 Sig Sqn
Sgt G Cox ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 Sig Regt
Sgt C S Eden ... ... ... ... ... ... 1 (UK) Div Sig Regt
Sgt M P Galley ... ... ... ... ... 30 Sig Regt
Sgt R M Godfrey... ... ... ... ... 30 Sig Regt
Sgt N D Howard ... ... ... ... ... 16 Sig Regt
Sgt M G James ... ... ... ... ... 28 CTT
Sgt N D Jones ... ... ... ... ... 243 Sig Sqn
Sgt W T Jones ... ... ... ... ... 6 Bn REME
Sgt K T Jukes ... ... ... ... ... 280 (UK) Sig Sqn
Sgt S G McIlroy ... ... ... ... ... 21 Sig Regt
Sgt C J O’Neill ... ... ... ... ... HQ Brunei Garrison
Sgt N Roberts ... ... ... ... ... 16 Sig Regt
Sgt D A Royle ... ... ... ... ... 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Sgt D Taylor ... ... ... ... ... ... The Royal School of Signals
Sgt J R Towers ... ... ... ... ... 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Sgt M G Weeks ... ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals
A/Sgt S Kerr ... ... ... ... ... ... Royal School of Signals

RRRREEEETTTTIIIIRRRREEEEMMMMEEEENNNNTTTTSSSS
FEBRUARY 2002

Maj J Coffey ... ... ... ... ... ... ...08 Feb 03
Capt S A Knight ... ... ... ... ...06 Feb 03

NNNNEEEEWWWWSSSS  FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM  HHHHEEEEAAAADDDDQQQQUUUUAAAARRRRTTTTEEEERRRRSSSS

ROYAL SIGNALS MOBILE PRESENTATION TEAM

OC Lt Eddie Maskell-Pedersen
2IC Sgt Billy Wishart

The RSMPT is made up of 8 very dedicated soldiers who are all
working together to promote the Corps in Schools and Colleges
all over the UK. We visit schools, give them a presentation on the
Corps, showing and telling them what the it has to offer and get
them involved in exercises and activities linked to Royal Signals
including, using radios.

The team also participates in various outside events. One of these
was the Manchester Skill Festival (the biggest tech festival in
Europe) held on 11 November 02 at Salford Quays. A team,
comprising 5 RSMPT personnel and members of 2 Sig Regt
recruiting team participated in the Army exhibition throughout the
event. It was a challenging task and we worked hard to ensure
that we presented ourselves well and stood out from the other
corps that attended. More importantly, we needed to demonstrate
how professional we were as an IT/Comms organisation because
we were exhibiting against other comms companies from all over
Europe. It was a very successful event and as a bonus, some of
the team members got to meet celebrities such as Mandy from
Hollyoaks, Miss England and HRH Prince Charles. 

After many months of driving from one end of the country to the
other, we are currently at the end of the winter season. Over the
months the team members, including the hierarchy, have changed
many times. We welcome Maj Dallyn, who replaced Maj
Anderson as SO2 HR. Capt Simon Bristow left in November to
NI, leaving Lt Eddie Maskell-Pedersen to take over as OC.  Sgt
Guy Padfield left after being on the team for 18 months to take
on another difficult role as a Cadet instructor in Winchester,

leaving Sgt Billy Wishart to fill the post of team Sgt. Cpl Dave
Shepherd arrived in January from 21 Sig Regt to replace Cpl Phil
Parish, who decided that he no longer liked the cold in the UK
and has been posted back to Cyprus. The team would also like to
say a final farewell to the Regimental Colonel, Col Neil
Donaldson MBE, who leaves the Army in March.

If you like what you have read in this article, enjoy a challenge,
and would like to represent your Corps, you can find more
information about the RSMPT from your RCMO, or you can
contact the OC RSMPT on Blandford 2098.

The Royal Signals Mobile Presentation Team
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CO Lt Col RVJ Brannigan
Team Captain Capt J Malcolm
CI SSgt P Boughey

With the 2002 Display Season at an end the Team swung into
training mode and most particularly the Induction Course in
November 2002 for potential new riders for the 2003 Display
Season. The Induction Course is a demanding 12 days that
challenges an individual’s courage, determination, willingness to
be a team member, not to mention their sense of humour. When
asked what he thought of the course as he completed the Trials
Day, one attendee could only answer ‘Awesome’.

The first day on any course is always daunting and this one is no
exception. After being issued with full sets of Barbours, goggles,
gloves and helmets, candidates are then introduced to the Honda
XR 250 cross-country motorcycle, the one used for the first
week’s training. Many who arrive on the course have never sat on
a motorcycle, never mind ridden one. The functions of all of the
controls that stick out everywhere are explained. Unlike a car the
hands have to operate the clutch, front brake and throttle while
your feet do dances on the rear brake and gear change. It is often
more advantageous not to have ridden a motorcycle before,
because the riding skills they will be taught would give the
average licence examiner a heart attack!

From learning the basics of controlling a motorcycle the students
then spend 5 days on Bovington tank training area, where they
learn to go anywhere that a tank can go, but more often can’t.
Remember this is November and it is very wet, very muddy and
very cold! They all complete numerous objectives to examine their
personal motivation and attitude toward teamwork.

This is what Sig Dave Kruczek thought of the course:
‘The first day was spent on the airfield of Blandford camp and it
was the start of an intensive 2 weeks. The course was sorted into
two groups, riders and non-riders. 9 out of 13 of us had never
ridden a bike before. We then spent the day learning basic
operation controls of the Honda XR 250 machines. Once the
course was competent enough and had completed a CBT, it was
off to Bovington training area, where the fun and bruises would
begin.

‘Each day would start with a light PT session taken by LCpl Mick
Woolnough. His lessons were designed to loosen up the muscles
from the previous days riding.  Then, off to the cookhouse for
much-needed breakfast. The 5 days on Bovington training area
would prove very difficult, especially trying to count how many
times we hadn’t fallen off. Sig ‘Fitzy’ Fitzgerald held the record
for the number of times for falling off in one day. Sig ‘Jonno’
Johnston came a very close second.  With excellent instruction
and demonstrations by the experts, only a few minor injuries were
sustained. I was one of the few, requiring 5 stitches in my chin
after riding into the very red and extremely easy-to-see team quad
bike.

‘The new team Captain, Capt Jon Malcolm showed true team
spirit by joining in all of the riding tasks set out. Needless to say
he fell off just as much as anyone else (nice to see that RHIP does
not work in every unit).  

‘Day 5 was cross-country time trials day. It was time to put into
practice everything we had learned.  Two separate courses were
marked out on the training area. The student with the fastest
aggregate time over both courses won. This turned out to be Sig
Craig Moore.

‘The second week of the course saw the introduction of the
Triumph Tiger 750cc display bikes. Remember, most of us had
only been riding bikes for a week, and now we found ourselves
standing on them, in all sorts of weird and wonderful positions.
During this week, each student had also been given the task of
delivering a 5-minute presentation. Sig Suzi Bowles gave an

interesting presentation on how to get yourself into a Bergen.
Being a contortionist he found this very easy. We were all given a
very valuable insight into interview techniques by the OC, to give
us confidence in public speaking and reacting to live interviews on
TV or radio. The week continued with us riding the display
Triumphs, learning and practising what the experts refer to as
‘basic riding tricks’. We were also warned that, by the end of the
week we were to present a short display to an invited audience.

‘On the final day of the course, the SOinC(A), Brigadier David
McDowell MBE ADC, visited the Airfield. He watched us
practising for our mini-display and saw a number of us complete

Easy Rider rides again

Teamwork works on the 3 Bike Fan
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the dreaded fire jumps on the Honda motorcycles. He then offered
us some kind words of encouragement, wished us all good luck
and then swiftly jumped onto one of the Triumphs to show off his
skills at fast riding and control (it’s the fire jump next for you, Sir).

‘The Regimental Colonel, Col Neil Donaldson OBE, was invited
to be the inspecting officer for the mini display. He seemed to be
suitably impressed and commented on the high standard we had
achieved in such a short time.

‘Having been successfully selected, I then joined The White
Helmets in January 2003. I have since started serious training to
be a rider in the 2003 team. I look forward to a very demanding
and hopefully enjoyable tour with The Team.’

The next Induction Course to select volunteers for the 2004
season will be held 3 - 14 November 2003. Contact your Orderly
Room and ask to read SOinC(A)’s Policy Directive number 204 to
see how you can apply. Cpl Dickinson tries to retrieve his leg

NNNNEEEEWWWWSSSS  OOOOFFFF  TTTTRRRRAAAAIIIINNNNIIIINNNNGGGG

THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS

CO Lt Col AP Hudson MBE
RSM WO1 (RSM) DM Forrester

11 SIGNAL REGIMENT INTER-SQUADRON HARROGATE CUP
BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS 2002 - by WO1 (SMI) Carey APTC 

The final event of the Harrogate Cup Championships of 2002 was
the Inter-Squadron Boxing Competition which took place on 3
and 4 December, with only one point separating first and second
place.

As arranged, at 0700hrs on Tuesday, 3 December, the Sqn
boxers, who had trained so hard for over 2 months, turned up at
the Gymnasium for their much awaited pre-bout medical and
weigh-in. With all boxers passing, the draw was conducted by
Capt (MAA) R D Black APTC and myself.

At 1400hrs the stage was set and the first bout was underway. It
was a Light Welterweight Bout between Sig Birtwhistle of 1 Sqn
and Sig Roberts of 3 Sqn. Sig Roberts soon took command of
the bout with some good straight punches, which, despite the
obvious courage shown, soon became too much for Sig
Birtwhistle and the bout was stopped in the 3rd round by the
Referee in favour of Sig Roberts. As the day continued some
excellent boxing was displayed with 14 of the 19 Bouts going the
full 3 round distance. Day 1 finished with over 4 hours of good
tactical boxing shown by all who entered the ring. 

The Finals Night commenced at 1930 hrs on Wednesday, 4
December, with the Garrison Commander, Col J K Ewbank, in
attendance. Ten bouts of boxing were scheduled, with 2 female
bouts each in the 57-60kg weight category. The night began with
the first female bout between Sig Murphy of 1 Sqn and Sig
Leatherby of 3 Sqn.  This bout set the tone for the rest of the
evening with a high standard of sportsmanship being shown by all
the boxers. Both boxers kept a tight guard to start with, but as the
bout went on, Sig Leatherby’s guard dropped to let in a flurry of
blows to the head from Murphy, giving Leatherby a standing
count in the First and Third round. Murphy continued to apply
pressure, always looking for that uppercut which luckily for
Leatherby didn’t arrive. Murphy went on to win by a unanimous
decision of all three Judges. 

An outstanding bout, with toe to toe boxing for all three rounds
was between Sig Mannion-James of 2 Sqn and Sig Anderson of

3 Sqn in the Lightweight Contest. Both boxers gave their all in the
first round, giving each other a standing count, Anderson also
taking a combination of blows in the third round to receive
another standing count. The bout was first class boxing courage

Sig Hull of 3 Sqn boxing Sig Harris of 2 Sqn
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The 3 months training culminated in the inter-Sqn boxing night
between 1, 2 and 3 Sqns. The results of the bouts would count
towards the Harrogate Cup Competition. Unfortunately, not all of
the 20 boxers could participate on the night, but a good night was
had by all. Several members of 3 Sqn won their bouts, including
Sigs Hull, Sinclair, Anderson, Parker, Rana and Carbery. 

VICTORY IN THE HARROGATE CUP

The Harrogate Cup is an inter-sqn competition comprising 10
sporting events that are scored on a points-based system. The 3
Sqns in Phase 2 Training provide the competitors for the events,
allowing the soldiers to express their individual and team skills
and achieve the ultimate goal of winning the coveted Harrogate
Cup. The competition began in the spring with the Basketball
event, which was won by 3 Sqn. The following four events also
proved to be a good run for the Sqn. We won 3 of the 4. The
second half of the year provided some well-deserved competition
from the other 2 sqns, with the overall points becoming so close
that the entire competition balanced on the winners of the final
event - Boxing! After an excellent competition and show from all
of the Sqns, the final victors and winners of the Harrogate Cup
2002 were 3 (Harrogate) Sqn. 

4 (MILITARY TRAINING) SQUADRON

OC Maj Colin Russell
SSM WO2 (SSM) Dyer

ROYAL SIGNALS LEADERSHIP COURSE 121

Upon arrival at Blandford Camp it became apparent that the
Leadership Course was going to be a little bit ‘special’. However,
with LCpl Burns assigned as the duty student, what could

with nothing left to give, going Anderson’s way by a majority
decision. 

Sig Kani of 1 Sqn boxed Sig Stanyer of 2 Sqn in the
Middleweight Contest, Stanyer giving Kani a standing count in
the first round with a good clean blow to the head. However, as
the bout went on, Stanyer, who had two bouts the day before,
started to run out of steam, receiving a standing count in the third.
Both boxers fought to their last breath treating the crowd to an
outstanding show of true grit and determination to win, but the
bout finished in favour of Kani with a majority decision.

Out of the twenty boxers in the Finals Night, 3 Sqn had ten
entrants - a remarkable achievement. The awards for the
Harrogate Cup Boxing Championships were as follows: 

Overall Winners 3 Sqn
Best Boxer Sig Anderson, 3 Sqn
Best Runner-Up Sig Stanyer, 2 Sqn

1 (OUSTON) SQUADRON

OC Maj JGJ Howes CD Royal Canadian Signals
SSM WO2 (SSM) Nigel Roberts

1 Sqn welcomes both a new OC and SSgt to Rhino Tp. Firstly
WO1 Neil Furnival and wife Lynne, from ATR Bassingbourn and
secondly SSgt John Morley and wife Tina, from 16 Sig Regt. We
wish them all a pleasant stay at Blandford and hope they settle in
quickly to the way of life in Dorset. Unfortunately we also have
some farewells. WO1 Bob Clubb and wife Sharon remain in the
local area on Bob’s retirement from the Army. We wish him all the
best and hope he puts his resettlement chainsaw handler’s course
to best use. SSgt Dave Smith and wife Jane left us in November
on promotion for Cyprus, we do not need to wish them any more
luck as Dave is grinning away behind a diving mask at this very
moment. 

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

OC Maj Rob Gibson
SSM WO2 (SSM) Haynes

CHARITY CAR WASH TO RAISE MONEY FOR THE SALVATION
ARMY
- by Sig Ormsby

On a cold and wintry weekend 2 Sqn embarked on a mission to
wash as many cars as possible in one afternoon under the expert
management of Cpl Jay Carty. Members of Iron and Beaufighter
Tps went to different supermarket car parks to begin the
charitable work. After washing a few cars, some of the Iron Tp
team had built up an appetite and went to a café for a well-earned
breakfast. Cpl Jay Carty and Cpl Matt Lee spent the majority of
the day ensuring that the cars were being washed properly and
that we were all working hard. In all about sixty-five cars were
washed, and between us all we raised £539.00 for the Salvation
Army. We left it up to the public how much they wanted to pay to
have their car washed. It was a good effort by all and enjoyed by
most. I later had the honour of presenting the cheque to Capt
Richard Hutter from the Salvation Army. 

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

OC Maj Alan Hoench
SSM WO2 (SSM) Dave Bousfield

THE LIGHTNING TROPHY 

Sig Jamie Russell received the Lightning Trophy on 16 December
02, for achieving an outstanding grade during his systems
engineering (radio) technician course. He is now posted to 30 Sig
Regt. 

3 SQN BOXING TEAM

Three months of training was on offer for would-be members of 3
Sqn boxing team. Under the tutelage of Cpl Natey Dorrian of
Ulster Tp, and Cpl Dave Worsfold of Lightning Tp, this combined
early mornings with hard work and skilled training. Fitness levels
were improved and the Squad was whittled down to size. After
starting with over 50 phase 2 trainees, it was reduced to 20 as the
demands of the training took its toll.

The Chief Instructor, Lt Col J Dryburgh presents Sig Jamie Russell
with the Lightning Trophy

The Commanding Officer presents Sig Katherine Carbery with the
Harrogate Cup 2002
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possibly go wrong! Without going into too much detail or giving
secrets away, we can tell you our fluid intake doubled and taking
an interest in the news and current world affairs became
important.

The dark humoured OC, Lt Dean Atkinson assisted by Sgt
Russell Heynes provided a full programme for students with a
helping hand from Cpl Darren Pickard in the form of personal
development.

It is not always apparent what is happening on this course.
Predictability of events is like guessing the weather. A certain
amount of military skills are rolled in amongst a variety of tasks,
some enjoyable, others not so! Each syndicate is assigned a
professor, who loves to go everywhere with you. On days of
personal development he likes to bring his brother and his mate
on a family stroll. We keep getting told it’s for our benefit. It
doesn’t feel like it! You don’t get to wear a different coloured beret
or a special badge after this course, but you do get to leave after
a great deal of development and a huge sense of achievement.
Some would say it isn’t worth it, but like many things in life,
anything that is really worth doing often isn’t easy.

MILITARY TRAINING TROOP TA TRAINING TEAM

Tp Comd WO1 Gary Waters
Tp SSgt SSgt Trev Austin 

RSigs Recruit Course 02/007 took place in Blandford in January
this year. All training was conducted around the Blandford area
and SPTA. Out of a total of 34 Students who arrived, 28 passed
out on Friday 25 January. 

The course was very demanding with regards to the elements that
front this hilly feature in winter. One of the highlights of the course
was on week 2 on Salisbury Plain, when all recruits were being
tested on their administration and survival in a field environment. 

The awards for course 02/007 are as follows:

Top Student Sig Mathews, 36 Sig Regt
Best Endeavour Sig Cooper, 38 Sig Regt
Top Shot Sig Plant, 36 Sig Sqn 
Top Academic Sig Cruickshank, 37 Sig Regt
Top Physical Performance Sig Bush, 37 Sig Regt
Top Field Soldier Sig Moir, 81 Sig Sqn 

Those who passed out are to be congratulated and are welcomed
to the Corps. A very special thanks from all the team goes out to
Lt Col C R Owen, CO 35 Sig Regt who carried out the duties of
Reviewing Officer. 

CIS WING

The first Supervisor Information Systems (Supvr IS) course run at
RSS commenced on 6 January 03 at RSS. Its focus is Comd and
ICS Management training, with a strong emphasis on IS
Management. Due to the operational commitments within the
Corps, there are now only five candidates remaining. The next
course is due to start in June 03, and is now a prerequisite for the
Supvr IS appointment.

In 1992 the RSS formed an association with the Worshipful
Company of Information Technologists (WCIT), one of many Livery
Guilds located in the City of London. The WCIT have since 1999
awarded the RSigs IT Apprentice Medal to the best student on the
basic Sys Engr Tech course. In 2002 it was decided that this
medal was better awarded to the Info Sys Op Class 1 course. On
the 15 Jan 03 the CI, Lt Col Jim Dryburgh and Capt (TfcIS) Mick
Brooks, had the honour to attend the WCIT New Freeman’s
Dinner at the Stallholders Hall in London. At this dinner the IT
Apprentice Medal was presented to Sgt Crawford Samuel from
HQ SHAPE. Sgt Samuel had been chosen as the overall best
student from the six Info Sys Op Class 1 courses that had been
run over the training year 02/03. 

The Wing has started to see the gaps filled with Military
instructors posted in and Civilian instructors recruited. We say
welcome to Sgt Chris Alston, Sgt M G Weeks, Cpl M T Kennie,
Mr Trevor Legg, Mr Colin Knaggs and Mr Barney Patel. We
also say a sad farewell to WO2 (Supvr IS) George Murray (22
years service), Mr Keith Robinson and Mr Keith Woollicott and
thank them for their dedicated support in IT training. A special
mention should be made to Mr Keith Robinson on receiving a
GOC’s Commendation as a result of his tour in Bosnia.

DATA AND SECURITY WING

OC   Maj Ian Parry
YofS  WO1(YofS) Andy Drummond

Since our last contribution to The WIRE, there have been a few
changes in personalities in D&S Wing. Maj Ian Parry has taken
over as OC, SSgt Mandy Strawn has moved from CBT Section to
become the Wing SSgt, PO(RS) Tommy Steele has handed in his
Naval uniform is now an IO(TS) in the Wing and Sgt Chalky White
has moved on to civvy street.

The Wing is very busy and looking forward to the new equipment
projects (GKM, BEDERAL and PASCO) that we will be starting to
teach this year. General Key Management (GKM) is the new
electronic crypto keying material storage, management and
distribution system, BEDERAL is the new cryptographic system to
replace AROFLEX and PASCO is the Navy’s contribution to the
Defence Formal Messaging System, now part of the Defence
Messaging Group in DCSA. The Wing will be instructing it on
behalf of DMG.

DATA & SECURITY WING GREAT SOUTH WEST WANDER

On the 29 January 03, D&S Wing embarked on a Comms Recce
from Lulworth Cove to Weymouth along the South West Coastal
Walk (a whole 17Km). Members of D&S Wing, including YofS Cse
56 (nine weeks to go), two Civilian instructors and the Naval Rep,
RS Ralph Hart, set off on a team-building hike. When looking at
the first hill, it quickly became obvious that that this was not going
to be as easy as first thought. This was compounded as we
reached the summit to see the second, third and fourth peaks. It
was at this point that Mr Ian Flooks and Mr Mac McCafferty
looked like they were regretting volunteering to join us on this

Rear L-R, WO2 Craig Collins, WO2 Andy Roberts
Front L-R, WO2 John Williams, WO2 Neil Evans, WO2 Andy Burns

The Master of the WCIT Mr Peter Morgan and Sgt Crawford
Samuel
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sunny winter’s day. As the teams set off, it soon became apparent
that WO1 (YofS) Andy Drummond’s group were going to use
their initiative and conserve energy by skirting around all the
peaks (Good idea, Sgt Mark Allen!). For some strange reason this
caused much grumbling from other groups, especially SSgt Tim
Vanandel’s team (who obviously were very jealous and failed to
acknowledge the prearranged Combat Indicator). Most of the
teams enjoyed the leisurely walk, but the members of Sgt Bart
Simpson’s team which included the OC, Maj Ian Parry did not
realise they were in training for the Lanyard Trophy! As the walk
came to an end, all teams congregated in a local drinking
establishment to complete SSgt Daz Bailey’s quiz from Hell. The
winning team proved that watching too much TV during the RSSC
does have its benefits. The day was a great success and a big
thanks must go to SSgt Daz Bailey for organising the day.

FMVT/CBT SECTION

No doubt every Radio and Area Systems Op trained in the last
few years at RSS Blandford will know what FMVT section is all
about. Many others taught before that at Catterick will also know
what it means: many hours sat in front of a computer, working
through typing scripts, CBT packages and finally paper exercises,
most of you trying to get through the section in the shortest
possible time.

For those who didn’t pass through the section, and don’t know
what we deliver, we provide typing training and basic Message
Handling instruction, along with enriching knowledge delivered via
CBT on subjects such as DCSA and Army Organisation. To deliver
this we use a dedicated computer network of some 130
workstations, together with a mix of military and civilian
instructors. This busy section processes over 700 new operators
every year for the Corps. In addition to this vital phase 2
instruction, CBT section has been providing conversion training
for operators, helping to convert the Corps Radio Ops into Radio
Systems Ops. It is a very busy department that never sleeps.
There are always students in the Section, and although target
standards may change, training standards never do.

RADIO SYSTEMS GROUP 

HEADQUARTERS 

OC Maj Guy Benson
SSM WO2 (SSM) Rob Melotte

There has been no let up since the Christmas break. The work
load has increased with the realisation of BOWMAN and FEPS
just around the corner. However, the OC, Maj Guy Benson has
managed to take time out and get himself on secondment to
Colchester for 4 weeks to sit as a member for a number of Courts
Martial. So by the time this article gets published, we wish him a
big ‘Welcome back’ and confirm that we look forward to receiving
further evening and weekend emails. WO2 (SSM) Rob Melotte
has been on the warpath grunting at those personnel who have
not completed their mandatory training tests and he has assured
everyone that weekends can be made available.

PROJECTS SECTION

FofS Projects WO1 (FofS) R Conway
YofS Projects SSgt (YofS) D Martin-Woodgate

With the advent of BOWMAN and other projects, there was a
requirement for the Group to form a project team.  In the last
quarter of 02 there was a trawl for the most competent FofS and
YofS in the Corps to come forward and offer their services.
Unfortunately with manning being particularly poor in these areas,
we had to accept WO1 (FofS) Rich Conway (Corps FofS and
AFCEA God) and SSgt (YofS) Dave Martin-Woodgate (Newly
arrived from YofS Cse 55).  

BOWMAN System Management (BSM) conversion training is
expected to begin in Apr 03, where all required personnel will be
trained here at RSS.  Work is already under way to convert current
classroom facilities to Computer Aided Instruction (CAI)
classrooms.

EQUIPMENT SECTION 

HIO Mr Peter Braithwaite
2IC SSgt Smuj Smith

Our intrepid SSgt, SSgt Smuj Smith, returned safe and well from
touring South Africa (lucky chap) with the Corps cricket team. The
tour itself consisted of 2 weeks in South Africa, where SSgt Smith
had the key role of Tour Manager. The first week of the tour took
the Corps cricket team to Pretoria, where they were hosted by the
Republic of South Africa (RSA) Signals. During the week the Royal
Signals Cricket Club (RSCC) played the RSA Signals at the
Wonderboom Military Base (home of the RSA School of Signals).
After an exciting finish the RSCC won the match (and the Jimmy
Trophy) off the last ball of the innings. 

The second week of the tour was spent in Cape Town and was a
more relaxed week. During the week however an arduous trip up
to the summit of Table Mountain was taken, although it transpired
later that the cable car route was used and not the footpath. RSA
Signals hope to tour the UK (subject to funding and approval) in
the summer of 2003, where it is hoped that another exciting
match for the Jimmy Trophy can be arranged (this time in the sun-
drenched location of the Blandford Oval). The South Africa tour is
covered further in the Sport section - Editor

OPERATOR SECTION

HIO Mr M Altham
2IC SSgt S Bartleet

Sgt Nige Brewin and Cpl MacDonald (from Radex) recently
travelled to Holland to carry out a parachute jump on behalf of the
WWII Polish Airborne Veterans of Operation Market Garden. The
Polish DZ was situated near a village called Driel on the southern
bank of the Rhine, not far from the Arnhem Road Bridge. The DZ,
soon to be turned into a huge industrial park, had not been
jumped on since 1944, so 2002 would be the last chance for this
to happen. Sgt Brewin was jumping with an experimental
parachute, a standard PX1 Mk IV parachute which had been

SSgt Smuj Smith and the RSA School of Signals Chief Instructor,
Lt Col John Smith (no relation) at the entrance to the RSA School

of Signals

The OC, Maj Guy Benson reverts to his original WWII switchboard
training whilst FofS Conway looks on in amusement
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converted to be steerable. In all a total of 30 men jumped onto the
DZ, where Gen Sir Michael Jackson and the Polish Veterans
were present. Once again, many thanks go out to the OC and
SSM for giving us the time to travel and parachute in Holland.

We welcome Sgts Andy Brown, Steve Gray and Scouse Lloyd,
who both join the section on promotion from Radex Tp. (now get
the beers in!!).

RADEX TP

Tp Comd Capt Darran Cooper
Tp SSgt SSgt John Batts

Not much change in the usual routine of the Tp, which is probably
the hardest working Tp in the Corps.  Exercises continue in
earnest with virtually everyone deploying once every 2 weeks.  In
our spare time, just to keep the pressure on, the OC, Maj Guy
Benson continues to sneak around the garages, conducting
vehicle inspections and visiting exercises trying to find out what’s
going on.  Sgt Chas Fox believes in the conspiracy theory, others
believe that’s the OC is keen on telling as many war stories as
possible!

We would like to welcome Cpl Alay Austin, who arrives for his
second tour with the Tp (Just can’t keep away). In addition a big
hello to LCpl Ollie Smith, from 21 Sig Regt and we would like to
reassure him that there are no tramps in the Tp. We say a fond
farewell to Sgt Steve Gray and Sgt Scouse Lloyd, and also to
Cpl Cooper, who is off to join the White Helmets, and Cpl
Robinson and Sig Becky Graveston, off to Mil Trg and Aldershot
respectively.

We congratulate Cpl Toni Galaghar on being selected to play for
the Army rugby squad, Cpl Kim Tregunna on getting married, Cpl
Norrie Crook, Cpl Dave Haskel, Cpl Lee Nichol and LCpl Paul
Kennedy on the recent additions to their families. We wish you all
the best with the long nights.

RADEX TROOP CADET LIAISON TEAM

In recent weeks LCpl Somerville, LCpl Traynor and Sig
McClennon have been involved in the testing and continuation
training of the local Blandford Cadet Detachment. We recently
took them through their Sigs Classification course, which we are
glad to report saw a 100% pass rate. Since then our continuation
training has consisted of the introduction to manpack radios
currently in service with the RSigs. Our future involvement is likely
to see the introduction to mobile communication equipment and
practical tasks.

POWER SECTION

Course Co-ord SSgt Graham
#

The Sec has recently said goodbye to Mr Malcolm Woodman,
who after giving 16 years of his experience, professionalism and
dedication to Pwr Sec has moved North for family reasons. We all
hope that Malcolm, his wife Pat and the kids have settled in. We

TROOP COMMANDERS COURSE TC 54 

The Tp Comds course was definitely beginning to exceed the
expectations we had gained from all the rumours heard through
the grapevine. So much so, four of our peers could not handle the
pace and were recalled back to their units to deploy to sunnier
climates. Goodbye and good luck to 2Lts Claire Cassidy, Aileen
Grant, Matthew Mallet and Holly Richardson. We miss you
already. At 01.00 hrs in the morning, the corridor just seems far
too quiet now that you have left us. 2Lt Lee Chamberlain also
seems to be suffering with some rather interesting withdrawal
symptoms. 

For the last 6 weeks we have been with ASG. As well as
increasing our Ptarmigan knowledge, thanks to FofS Steve Davis,
we now can be safe in the knowledge that we know the difference
between the Lesser-Spotted Common Blandford Bat and the
Rowntrees Fruit Gum Bat. 

In Spite of the intense work regime, we have still had time for
more than just a little bit of fun. The doctors and nurses Christmas
livers-in party was certainly a sight for sore eyes. Enough to scar
anyone for life! Any excuse to wear rubber gloves and for 2Lt
David Allen to don a PVC G-string and dress. Not bad legs
though! 

The most recent social event was the Garrison guest dinner night
on Burns Night. As everyone knows, Scottish country dancing is a
common occurrence at Burns Night dinners and requires nimble
feet and quick thinking. However TC54 had come well prepared,
as we had had several extremely amusing, not to mention
exhausting lessons in the weeks leading up to the event. The
guest dinner night was a very enjoyable and entertaining evening.
The poem written by 2Lt Sarah Clifford about the TC 54 lads and
acted out by the course lasses caused more than just a few
laughs, however the boys are sure to get there own back in the
near future, so watch out girls!

Sgt Shaun Seraphin winning first place in an underwater beauty
competition

Doc & Timmy protecting their modesty

cannot thank you enough for your support and we wish you all the
best for the future. We are also happy to report that the Sec is
back up to full strength with the return of Sgts Shaun Seraphin
and Pete Stidwell from Egypt.  Since their return from the diving
expedition, they have found it difficult to talk of anything else.
Stories of treasure, booze and birds will probably continue into
2004. 
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THE ROYAL MILITARY ACADEMY SANDHURST 
(RMAS)

THE SIGNALS TRAINING WING

Chief Instructor Capt JK McColl
RSMI WO1(YofS) PA Sutcliffe

The Signals Training Wing (STW) is an All Arms Training Wing
established, at RMAS to instruct all Officer Cadets, Regular and
TA in communications procedures and equipment. A third of the
personnel in the Wing are RSigs. October 2002 was a busy period
for the Wing. Whilst the remainder of the Academy spread to the
four winds on a long-weekend pass, the Wing undertook a charity
endurance event, followed a week later by the inaugural Annual
Dinner Night.

STW SPONSORED ENDURANCE EVENT 

Sgt Jase Styles, 9/12 L proposed earlier this year that the
twenty-one Wing members should undertake an epic simulated
journey from RMAS to Paris via Plymouth, in aid of the Prostate
Cancer Appeal. The simulated journey of 679 miles was to be run,
rowed and cycled within the confines of the Academy.
Preparations and training were ongoing until the start on Thursday
10 October 2002, when the RSMI, WO1 (YofS) Paul Sutcliffe, set
the standard by completing 8 miles within an hour. Every member
of the Wing then followed suit (most of them twice) to complete
the 210 mile run from Camberley to Plymouth in just under 26
hours. Cpl Kev Dacosta picked up the extra lap and completed
10 miles in an hour. At 0200hrs on the Friday it was on to the
rowing phase, where a distance of 119 miles (Plymouth to
Roscoff) was to be completed on rowing machines. The legs were
weary and aching by the final phase, the cycle ride from Rostock

to Paris, a distance of 350 miles.  Sgt Jasper Scarrot kicked off
at a blistering pace and Capt McColl, despite being 6 months
pregnant, assisted the team by doing her fair share of the cycling.
The grand finale took place at 1030hrs on Sunday morning with all
participants completing the final 2 miles around the Academy.
On completion of the event, STW have raised approximately
£4000 for the Prostate Cancer Appeal.

ANNUAL DINNER NIGHT

It would seem that STW was now on a roll and needed to
celebrate the completion of the Endurance Event. Sgt Ian Owen,
CHESHIRE not to be outdone by Sgt Jase Styles, 9/12 L, set
about organising a Dinner Night. One of the stipulations of the
evening was for every member in STW to invite a past member.
The night was a resounding success and past STW members
came creeping out of the woodwork. 

Past RSigs guests included Major Nick Yardley, Mr Tony
Redman, WO1 (YofS) Russ Darlington and SSgt Ted Page. The
Wing was entertained by a quartet from the Corps Band followed
by an illusionist.  The event will now be run yearly, so any ex Wing
members wishing to attend should get in touch.

FAREWELLS AND WELCOMES

Capt Jules McColl (maternity leave), SSgt (YofS) Mick Murphy
(posted on promotion to 21 Sig Regt AS) and Cpl Kev DaCosta
(T1 Course) are wished all the very best on leaving the Academy,
and we welcome their replacements, Capt Adam Shakespeare,
SSgt (YofS) Si Barker and Cpl John Barber.

The Endurance Team

ARMY TRAINING REGIMENT (LICHFIELD)

CO Lt Col NS Chapman MBE CHESHIRE
RSM WO1 P Mort PARA

In April 2002 the training of (Single Entry) Royal Signals Recruits
moved from Bassingbourn to Lichfield. Lichfield had previously
trained recruits of The Prince of Wales Div, The Parachute Regt
and Army Medical Services (AMS). RSigs and RE recruits now
account for the vast majority of trainees at ATR Lichfield within its
3 training sqns, 28 Trg Sqn RE, 1 Trg Sqn RSigs and C Trg Sqn
(the last an amalgam of RSigs and RE).

The role of ATR (Lichfield) is to turn civilians into soldiers. This is
achieved through the Common Military Syllabus (Recruit)

(CMS(R)), a 12-week progressive training package. This
incorporates all aspects of basic training and development to
ensure the soldier is fully prepared for the rigours of Army life and
fully understands what it means to be a soldier.

The CMS(R) course is constantly being developed. The new
version now being still has PT as the backbone of the syllabus but
now includes a BPFA and BCFT. It includes more time spent on
exercise with a 6-day final exercise in Sennybridge. The shooting
package has also been revised to be more progressive. Soldiers
must continue to pass an APWT in order to progress from.
Additional emphasis has also been placed upon improving
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practical map reading skills. The intention is that the revised
syllabus will more fully prepare RSigs soldiers for the rigours of
service life.

1 TRAINING SQUADRON ROYAL SIGNALS

OC - Maj JP Townsend R SIGNALS
SSM - WO2 K Marsh PARA

The Corps identity is now becoming firmly established in the new
home of RSigs basic training. 1 Sqn provides the focus for the
RSigs at ATR Lichfield. The Sqn consists mainly of RSigs
instructors and staff with the Parachute Regt providing vital
infantry expertise and support to the training process. We are
always on the lookout for good quality instructors ranked Cpl to
Sgt. The Regt provides excellent career opportunities for all
CEQs, providing you are suitable and willing to take up the
challenge of training recruits. It is a sad fact that we currently only
have one Driver Lineman instructing at ATR Lichfield. If you are
interested in a different type of posting and in the training of the
future soldiers of our Corps, then speak to your chain of
command about a future posting here.

At Lichfield great emphasis is placed on developing the young
soldier’s esprit de corps and a sense of belonging to RSigs. To
this end the tp names within the Sqn were chosen both as a mark
of respect for the courageous deeds conducted by former
members of the Corps and to inspire our young soldiers. These
individuals provide excellent role models for today’s recruits to
aspire to. 1 Sqn consists of Cook, Mather, Smith, Townsend and
Waters Tps. C Sqn contains Deane-Drummond, Bagnold and
Forge Tps. The Regt has recently been fortunate enough to have
three of those individuals visit as our honoured guests for their
respective Tp Passing Out Parades.

MATHER TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Oz Muhammed PARA
Tp Sgt Sgt S Roughton R SIGNALS

The Tp is named in honour of Sergeant Joseph Gordon Mather,
RSigs, awarded the MM for outstanding leadership and example
in the Falkland Islands. Sgt Mather commanded a four man SAS
patrol, tasked with int gathering, specifically enemy dispositions
and installations in the Bluff Cove and Stanley areas. Inserted by
helicopter, Sgt Mather’s team gathered int over a period of

twenty-eight days prior to the repossession of the islands,
evading capture and defying enemy direction finding equipment.

Mr Gordon Mather MM and Mrs Mather were kind enough to
attend the Mather Tp Passing Out Parade on 24 October 2002.
The day included a variety of tp trg stands, during one of which
Mr Mather was able to critique the standard of pair’s fire and
manoeuvre. All recruits on the parade were greatly inspired by the
presence of Mr Mather, and took the opportunity for photo calls.
Mr Mather kindly presented the prizes and the Mather Trophy for
the recruit considered best of each Mather Tp intake. Sadly
despite the Sqn Comds best efforts, it was a Sapper on this
occasion, hence the reason why he is not pictured.

TOWNSEND TROOP

Tp Comd Lt GJ Clarke R SIGNALS
Tp Sgt Sgt Fadzilah R SIGNALS

The Tp is named in honour of Lance Corporal MK Townsend
RSigs, who was awarded the DCM for his ‘inspiring example of
the highest gallantry and military ability’ whilst serving with the 22
SAS Regt in Dhofar 1974 – 1975. LCpl Townsend was the leader
of a four-man liaison patrol attached to a company of the Sultan
of Oman’s Armed Forces, when they came under heavy fire from
guerrilla forces. Noticing that no one else was returning fire, he
and two other men dashed forwards, engaging with the enemy
and encouraging others to return fire. His initiative saved the day.

Townsend Tp Trg Team hosted Mr Mel Townsend DCM and Mrs
Townsend as the guests of honour for their first Passing Out
Parade on 16 January 2003. The reviewing officer for the parade
was Comd RS S, Col J Ewbank and he was accompanied by Mr
Townsend on the tour of inspection. ATR Lichfield are extremely
grateful for the visit, not least OC 1 Sqn as it finally dispelled the
rumour that he named the Tp after himself.

WATERS TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Karen Thomson R SIGNALS
Tp Sgt Sgt Topping PARA

The Tp is named in honour of Cpl Thomas Waters RSigs, who
was awarded the MM for his heroic and operationally fundamental
actions during D-Day. In the battle to hold the key Caen Canal
Bridge, it was imperative that wireless comms between 5 Para
Bde HQ and HQ 7 Para Bn were reinforced by a link line. In a
failed attempt to lay the line, the entire line section were wounded
by enemy small arms fire. Witnessing this, Cpl Waters recovered
one of the injured men to safety and then dashed across to HQ 7
Para Bn, laying the line as he went. Although it was frequently
broken by shellfire, Cpl Waters repaired and maintained the line
all day, despite heavy enemy small arms fire.

The latest intake for Waters Tp formed up on the 13 January
2003. The recruits deployed on EX NEW ADVENTURE (locally
known as combat camping), which is the first opportunity for the

The guest of honour Mr Gordon Mather MM presents the award
for the best at drill to a Signaller

The guest of honour Mr Mel Townsend DCM inspects the troops
accompanied by namesake Major JP Townsend
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BRITFOR
SIGNAL TROOP 

OPERATION PALATINE

recruits to go on exercise to conduct basic field craft. Importantly
this provides an escape from the classroom and an opportunity
for the young soldiers to put into practice what they joined for. As
a secondary aim the exercise is used to promote character
development and teamwork. This is achieved through a series of
command tasks centred on the trust element of team building.

C TRAINING SQUADRON

OC Maj A Page RE
SSM WO2 Stronge RAMC

C Trg Sqn was named after C Telegraph Tp, to show the historical
link between the Corps of Royal Engineers and the Royal Corps of
Signals. To demonstrate this linkage the Sqn flag has a RE flag
background with a ‘Jimmy’ on it. The Sqn includes three RSigs
tps; Bagnold, Deane-Drummond and Forge.

DEANE-DRUMMOND TROOP

Tp Comd Lt J Wadia R SIGNALS
Tp Sgt Sgt Evans RGBW

The Tp is named in honour of MajGen Deane-Drummond CB,
DSO, MC and Bar (late R SIGNALS). Anthony Deane
Drummond was amongst the first of Britain’s parachutists and
was attached to the 11 SAS Bn in the early days of the airborne
movement. He was involved in OP COLOSSUS in 1941 and OP
MARKET GARDEN in 1944 and on both occasions was captured,
only to escape in spectacular style. He went on to command 22
SAS during the Malaya and Oman Campaigns and later 44 Para
Bde (TA) and 3 Div. He retired in the rank of Major General as
ACDS (Ops).

It was a great honour for the Regt to host MajGen Deane-
Drummond on the 30 January 2003 as the Reviewing Officer for

Deane-Drummond Tp’s Passing Out Parade. MajGen Deane-
Drummond has provided a great source of inspiration to the
young soldiers passing through ATR (Lichfield) and indeed RSigs
soldiers for many years. All those on parade considered
themselves very lucky to be associated with such a distinguished
member of the Corps. It was commented that the General was
indeed quicker on his feet than many of the younger generation of
reviewing officers who have inspected the troops, a fact not lost
on those on parade on this cold winter’s day.

Major General Anthony Deane-Drummond CB, DSO, MC and Bar
takes the salute

Tp Comd Capt Vanessa Galloway
TSM SSgt Kenny Macpherson

The past couple of months have been a fairly busy time for the
lads in the TSCP, with all of them gaining valuable experience in
their present employment. The busiest of them has been the ISM
Team, having to deal with the HQ Staff on a daily basis and
assisting the outlying Infantry stations in theatre. One of their
many tasks has been trying to locate the elusive Sgt ‘Daz’ Brady
and his shadow, Sig Gotch, who could be anywhere in theatre at
anytime, except in the TSCP. It has been an ongoing game of hide
and seek between them and Sgt ‘Tommo’ Thompson. The team
would also like to welcome Sgt Kenning who has joined us to
replace the half-a-tour Sgt Brady.

The helpdesk boys have been busy in their own inimitable way.
Mainly LCpl ‘Jonno’ Johnson and Cpl Golding Smith. They
seem to be using their male animal instincts to the full with the
opposite sex using e-mail or bluey (with some, let’s say,
interesting replies!) Cpl Garner has been busy using his
managerial prowess with the computer systems and now on his
EFP1 – bless him!

The FRT Team has been busy deploying throughout theatre, due
to weather conditions causing a few problems with the MYRA
system. In particular, Sgt Francis had a bit of fun on the roads.

We said farewell to SSgt Kev East, who has returned to the Regt
and gave a warm welcome to SSgt Ritchie Cleminson.

But it hasn’t been all work and no play out here. The Tp helped
SSgt Kenny Macpherson to celebrate his birthday on Christmas

Eve by having a toga party in the Tp bar. A good time was had by
all, with one sore head in particular the next morning - SSgt
Scoots, who for once, indulged and regretted it all Christmas Day!
Other birthday celebrations have included Captain Galloway,
aged ??? and Cpl Ashurst. We have also had a visit from a galaxy
of comic strip/film heroes and villains, namely, Batman and
Batgirl, The Riddler, Robocop, Darth Vader, Bananaman, The
Incredible Hulk, Angel and John McLean. There were also others
from peoples imaginations.

One last thing: the Tp would like to thank the ever-present not so
SMART team for their huge contribution to The WIRE notes. They
are obviously far to busy concentrating on their radio war with the
Kosovo SMART team! What was it, Lineys with kroner tools?

The Tp have now done over half of their tour in Bosnia and the
R&R plot is well and truly underway. We watch with interest as the
rest of the Army prepares for the Gulf deployment and wonder
how long it will be before we all join them. Better get our POTL…

I can tap into the feelings expressed in this last sentence. With so
much attention being focussed on OP TELIC, there is a distinct
danger of important ops in other theatres fading out of the
limelight. I don’t want this to happen. The sterling efforts of our
lads and lasses in these other areas still need to be recognised. As
you can see, we have unfortunately had very little in from the
Balkans for this edition. So can I ask units out there to keep the
stories coming in – or I’ll have to come out there and get them
myself! - Editor
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JOINT COMMUNICATIONS UNIT (NORTHERN IRELAND)

OC Capt Bobby Strawbridge
YofS WO1 Bod Horan
FofS W02 Rick Gorman

The boys and girls of JCU(NI) are as busy as ever. We’ve been
enjoying the full delights of winter, working in all weather but
somebody has to do it.

Over the last month or so we have had a large turnover in
manpower. First off a big welcome goes out to all our new
colleagues. New to our stores team are SSgt Al Keir, Cpls Daz
Warner and Claire Edwards. Also fresh in are Cpls Steve Minto,
Linda MacPherson, Carl Tindall, Matt Griffiths, Chris Barr,
LCpl Mo Morris and Sig Chris Cairns. Welcome to all!

We sadly bid farewell to a few familiar faces with Sgt H Harrison,
Cpl Daz Flay and Sig Jay Emmett leaving us for sunnier
climates. Good luck in your new jobs.

Congratulations go to Sgt Gav Rickard and his wife Nikki on the
birth of their first child, Josh. For the child’s sake we all hope that
he takes his looks from his mother. Nikki will be joining the Unit in
May, and there are rumours that Josh has been pencilled in for a
Riggers slot sometime in 2021!

The wksps have been enjoying a three-week reprieve from
adventurous training fund-raising. For the first time in months it
has been safe to come to work with money in our pockets, as
SSgt Rosey Rosendale and his partner in crime, Cpl Richie
Palfrey are off sampling the delights of Thailand. Only joking. We
all appreciate the hard work that’s been going toward the cause.
Look out Newquay, we’re coming back.

SOinC(A)’S VISIT TO JCU(NI) - by Cpl ‘Kirky’ Kirkwood

On Wednesday 12 February JCU(NI) welcomed the SOinC(A),
Brig D McDowell MBE ADC. The SOinC was escorted around
the workshops by Capt Bobby Strawbridge and W02 (FofS)
Rick Gorman. The visit went smoothly and finished with Brig
McDowell chatting to the wksp personnel over a cup of coffee
and some buns. During the conversation, he was able to
enlightened all those gathered that the Yeoman’s recent selection
for commissioning was aided by a crisp £50 note, but Bod (to be
known as Matthew from now on) would neither confirm nor deny
this. Nor could he recall his whereabouts between 1990-92. The 
SOinC was also kind enough to notify the Foreman of his
selection for promotion to WO1 ahead of the official proclamation.
Well Done, Rick! Looks like the beers are on you!

HEADQUARTERS NORTHERN IRELAND 
AND 

15 SIGNAL REGIMENT

CO Lt Col N P Metcalfe MBE
RSM WO1 J McNaught

At Christmas time, the Regt finished off a busy year in fine festive
merriment and a good old singsong in the Garrison church. In
November we had the privilege of hosting the Master of Signals,
Maj Gen IOJ Sprackling OBE, who had a very busy visit to all sig
units throughout Province. He was able to see some of the work
and Military Skills activities and enjoyed every single curry he had
at each unit. This month the Regt is saying farewell to its Adjt,
Capt Katy Caie, who has received an overwhelming amount of
Christmas treats (chocolates and whisky) from her subalterns. Not
surprising, considering she is going to Glasgow to become their
desk officer. To replace her in the short term is Capt Lucy Thirsk,
moving from her position in the Regt as 2IC 233 Sig Sqn. 

REGIMENTAL PORT PACKAGE - by Cpl Leanne Barker

It appeared to be just another busy and entertaining week in the
Province for members of the Regt who were to take part in a fun-
filled week down at the sand dunes of Ballykinler. However, as the
package progressed, it proved to be not only entertaining but also
very educational and eye opening, with a lot of skills learned and
tested.

The first morning kicked off with an APWT to get the blood
circulating. It showed us that the Regt had a number of wannabe
snipers, though some of us needed more time (and practice) than
others to get the blood circulating and make the targets fall down!

Rumours had been rife about the activities that had been planned
for us, and there was apprehension about if and how the DS were
going to give us a traditional military ‘beasting’. Not wanting to
disappoint, we were ‘pleasantly’ surprised with a CFT. Luckily, the

weather was about as good as it gets in Northern Ireland, and
there were few stragglers, though Cpl Hill’s feet were a sight for
sore eyes afterwards. Once finished, there was time for a quick
shower before heading straight back into lessons. For once, it
was the girls who had the last laugh, as the wonderful facilities of
Ballykinler failed to provide hot water for the lads!

Wednesday started early with the formation of 3 multiples. The
day was spent honing our infantry skills with lessons and stands
that included VCPs, rural patrolling techniques, and plenty of
practice doing these in Newtown Village. The day prepared us for
the main delight of the week, the 36-hour exercise. This involved
lots of active patrolling, QRF and of course, ‘stagging on’;
(exercises wouldn’t be the same without it). This was hard work,
but fun and interesting. There was, however, one very important
lesson – don’t believe everything you’re told! Nearing the end of
the exercise there was the usual problem with the ‘locals’, (I’m
sure that I recognised a few). At the end of it, the multiple
commander was tipped off that there would be no more
‘problems’ to deal with that night. This was seen as an excellent
opportunity for everybody to take some much-needed rest before
the final part of the package. The gross error in judgement
became apparent when a proxy bomb was dropped off by the
front gate, and the multiple commander realised that maybe he
shouldn’t have sent everybody to bed after all!

The reward for all the hard work done by the team was a day with
WIS. Back on the ranges, we were treated to a vast range of
weapons, including pistols; rifles, shotguns, and even a WWII
machine-gun! A few of the smaller members lost their balance
when firing the larger shotguns, and a few have attractive bruises
in their shoulder from unexpected kickback.

Thankfully, the whole week passed with no rain, (a first for the
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Province, surely?), and everybody had an excellent time. It was an
excellent week that practised and tested our leadership, fitness
and teamwork, and was of great benefit to everybody who took
part. Everybody left having learned a lot and experienced
something new, and I’m sure that I’m not the only person to
confess that I learned a lot about myself as well. Thanks and
congratulations must go to the RSM and his team of DS for the
planning and execution of such an excellent and worthwhile
event!

MERCURY CUP MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION
- by Capt Simon Bristow

Within days of arriving in Province and while still on my hand over,
I was given my first responsibility. I was to lead the Sqn’s team in
the Military Skills Competition, the final instalment of the Mercury
Cup, (a competition between all the RSigs Sqns in the Province).
No pressure? The OC told me that failure wasn’t an option – we
were leading the overall competition, just, and a failure here could
lose it for us. I took my chances and unpacked my MFO anyway!

The team was assembled from all those who were not on shift and
an afternoon was set aside for training. We were introduced to the
HK MP5, (as close to the HK53 as we could get), refreshed on our
general weapon handling skills, re-acquainted on our first aid, and
brushed up on our military knowledge.

A couple of days later, we were en route to baron and windy
Magilligan. Morale was high as we looked out to the misty sea,
and there were no raindrops coming from the decidedly grey sky
above. There was a strong gusting wind, but thankfully the
direction meant that it would push us along rather than hold us
back! With about 16kg on our backs, rifles in our arms, we were
off. The pace was fast and hard, but with double points for the
timed march, we knew what our priority was. We frequently
redistributed weight between team members to ensure that the
super-fit eased the pains of the not-so-super-fit. After a long 24-
minute slog, we were all relieved to see the first stand, where we
knew we had a 30-minute recovery before the march continued.
We arrived to find that only 6 individuals from our team of 10
would be participating. Cpl ‘Sniper’ Hubble did an excellent job in
hiding her ‘Army 100’ badge, despite the 8 Bde DS looking for it,
(they had been tipped off), and she was fortunately chosen to be
one of the 6 shooters. The shooting was good, considering the
conditions, and we left happy. We once again pushed ourselves,
but we were all grateful that the longest leg was over. The
remaining stands were as fun as the first, and included a falling
plate competition, shotgun range, paramilitary weapons
recognition, military knowledge and a first aid scenario. As the
competition progressed, it was clear that all members of the team
were starting to feel the strain. With the pain threshold barrier long
surpassed, we continued to give it everything we had. From the
other results we managed to lay our eyes on, we appeared to be
doing very well, but it was no time for complacency. The wind was
still behind us, and the morale was still very high. We were
determined to give 100% to the end. In the last leg, the pain was
starting to take over, but we knew HQ Sqn was hard on our heels.
Outstanding individual performances by Cpls Lowe, Phillips,
Ansell and Adamson kept the team going, dragging and
encouraging those at the back and carrying extra weight where
necessary. That should not detract from the performances of Sgt
Collins, Cpls Smith and Hubble and LCpl Burns, who also gave
it their all. And with mighty relief, we reached the end. It was over,
and all we could do was stretch off and wait for the other results
to come in.

As the results appeared, it was clear that our attitude and
determination had paid off. 3 Bde had clearly put a lot of effort
into training, and were worthy winners of an excellent competition
run by 8 Bde. Well done and many thanks respectively! However,
our efforts meant that we were not far behind. We had earned a
thoroughly deserved second place. 3 Bde collected the prize for
the day’s competition from the Master of Signals, but we earned
and received the one we wanted – the Mercury Cup.

EXERCISE SACRED VALLEY FINN - by Sig Stevens

Our expedition began on the 17 October 2002, although we had
done some preparation spending a night out on the Mournes

previously. There were two days of gruelling travelling including in
total approximately 15 hours of flights, from Belfast to London
and then Lima via Madrid. 

Lima, Peru’s capital city is a vibrant place with a population of 3
million people and growing. Its huge population had also led to it
becoming squalid and many of the homes we saw were little
better than hovels, with rubbish strewn across the streets. It was
an eye-opener for some of our party. We were met at the airport
by our hostel owner who drove us to the hostel located in the
centre of Lima. The drive in itself was probably the most terrifying
part of the expedition. Peruvian driving is fast, furious and
involves as much use of the horn as possible. Our hostel was
excellent, and after settling in we set out into the city for a
delicious meal, although none of us were as yet brave enough to
sample the local delicacy of guinea pig. 

Rising early the following morning and eating a breakfast of bread
and jam (which seemed to be a staple diet in Peru) we returned to
the airport to catch a flight to Cuzco. Cuzco is a much smaller city
than Lima and much cleaner. It is famous for its many historic
sites, especially those related to the Incas. We spent three days in
Cuzco acclimatising (the city is located 3500 metres above sea
level) and during this time we visited local places of interest, such
as the Llama Temple. This was the point when we first noticed the
Incas’ alarming preoccupation with placing everything of interest
at the top of a colossal flight of steps.

Finally we were ready to head for the Inca Trail itself, and set off
for its starting point at Kilometre 86. There we met our guides,
who were promptly nicknamed San and Miguel by WO2 (YofS)
Eddy Yates. We set off along the trail for a relatively easy four-
hour hike amongst magnificent surroundings until we arrived at
our campsite next to a small farmhouse. That night we watched
as goats devoid of any sense of self-preservation leapt madly
about upon semi-vertical mountainsides. 

The next day proved to be the most arduous of the journey. We
had to climb 800 metres in only 3 Kilometres, a steep climb even
without the altitude. As it was, many of us had difficulties and
were forced to travel in 50-metre spurts to catch our breath.
Eventually we reached a height of some 4300 metres above sea
level! After a brief respite we set off again, this time mercifully
downhill, to reach our campsite at 3800 metres. That night we
were caught in a storm and would have been flooded out of our
tents, had a drainage ditch not been dug around the camp. Day
three on the trail began well. The weather had cleared and the day
became even better as we entered the strangely beautiful cloud
forests. At times we passed through tunnels of foliage which
resembled something out of Jurassic Park. As we progressed, the
air became more humid and humming birds flitted past us in the
foliage. Now we began to see more Inca ruins lookout posts for
Machu Picchu and were encouraged by the fact that our goal was
so near. As we camped that night, we had some wine to toast our
guides and said our farewells. 2Lt Lawrence Roach, our
translator, led us in an impromptu singsong. The next morning we
rose at 4am to beat the crowds. We stumbled through the dark for

The Expedition Team
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hours until finally we could look down upon Machu Picchu from
the Sun Gate. We stared down at the fascinating spectacle in awe
and used up whole rolls of film before heading down to the
historical town. For hours we walked around the city, our guides
telling us about the Incas ancient sites, such as the Temple of the
Sun and Moon. Then tired but satisfied, we caught the bus down
to Aguas Calientes, where we stayed the night visiting, the hot
springs and the club to sample some of the local beer. 

The following day we returned to Cuzco before catching a
luxurious bus to Puno, where we were to see the world’s highest
navigable lake, Lake Titicaca. We travelled by boat across the lake
visiting the floating reed islands, where people lived in reed huts
with solar panels! We stayed in a native hut made from mud on
one of the lake’s natural islands, Tequila Island, and trekked the
island visiting ancient ruins. We were told there was a curse on
the stones of these sites and, despite general laughter at this,
idea nobody moved a stone. Taking the bus back to Cuzco, we
then began the R and R phase, some of us going white-water
rafting and everyone loading themselves with souvenirs. 

Eventually we were reluctantly forced to travel back to Lima,
where we finished the expedition with a singsong lead by
Lawrence again, and joined by the bemused locals. We flew
home with an experience we will all remember for the rest of our
lives.

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj D T H Wilson
SSM WO2 G Steel

November was an extremely hectic time for the Sqn. The Master
of Signals - Maj Gen IOJ Sprackling OBE, had just visited the
Regt whilst the Sqn was conducting monthly weapon training and
weapon familiarisation in preparation for the Mercury Cup Military
Skills Competition.

November also saw the Sqn come in as runners-up in the CO’s
Cup Swimming Competition. The team was put together by LCpl
Worrall of the QM’s Dept with assistance from Sig Acock.

As mentioned earlier the Sqn took part in the Mercury Cup Military
Skills Competition, held at Magilligan Training Area on 22
November 02. The team comprised WO2 (SSM) Steel, SSgt
McGachy, LCpl Shakelton, LCpl Meadows, LCpl Smiejowski,
Sig Weir, Sig McAulay, Sig Colling, Sig Brennan and Sig
Newbold. We finished a creditable 4th and recorded the third
fastest run time. A big well done to all competitors, especially
LCpl Meadows and Sig McAulay who stepped in at very short
notice.

HQ Sqn is immensely smug at the moment. At the recent LCpl to
Cpl and Sig to LCpl promotion boards we had a total of ten
people selected for promotion. LCpls selected were LCpls
Roberts, Shakelton, Broderick, Fitzpatrick and McDiarmid.
Sigs selected were Sigs Colling, Hobbs, McDiarmid, Newbold
and Sheehan. Congratulations to all concerned.

The Sqn would bids farewell firstly to Sgt Roger Bradley after 22
years service. After Roger completed his phase one and phase
two training, he immediately started resettlement (or so it felt like).
He was dined out on Friday 15 November 02 at the WOs’ and
Sgts’ Mess by the Offrs, WOs and SNCOs of HQ Sqn. All the best
in your future career. 

THE COMMANDING OFFICERS CUP - RUGBY 10’S
COMPETITION

The CO’s Cup Rugby Competition took place on the 3 October 02
and was organised by 233 Sig Sqn. The main problem is trying to
find ten people who can actually play rugby in HQ Sqn. Even
having watched it on Sky Sports qualified you to play.

The competition had to be cut to rugby sevens, much to the
disappointment of 233 and 225 Sig Sqns, who could field two
teams each and had to toss a coin for the team who were going
to thrash HQ Sqn. Our Captain, SSgt ‘Dusty’ Miller, guided the
team. We were coached by the Sqn 2IC, Capt Dickson.
Unfortunately it was to no avail. HQ Sqn lost both games scoring
no points in either game. And we were lucky to get nil…
Congratulations to the eventual winners of the competition, 225
Sig Sqn. 

EXERCISE GIB FINN 2002

A team of 12 divers from LGSAC took part in EX GIB FINN 2002
organised by Capt SA Dickson, from 4 – 15 November at
Gibraltar. The aim of the exercise was to survey a number of
wrecks around the harbour and included a skill development
package for all diving participants. The exercise SADS were Capt
S Irvine and CSgt M Dykes, who ensured all diving went
smoothly - even if all else didn’t. The diving buoy making several
attempts to reach the coast of Morocco and the crew of Harry Jay
managing to achieve the impossible by sinking one of the ex-bed
inflatable boats were just a few of our problems. 

The wrecks visited ranged from the Spanish barges at
approximately 15m to a pilot boat at 30-35m for the more
experienced diver. One of the more popular wrecks was the SS
Excellent just off the South Mole in about 20-25m, which has lines
from bow to stern allowing divers to swim through the main hold.
The newest wreck, which sank only a few months earlier, was a
Norwegian fishing trawler, Sea Hawk, in about 28m of water. This
is intact and upright with all nets and trawl gear removed. Other
dives including two night dives and a few unplanned drift dives to
ensure that all divers learned new skills and gained experience.
LCpl Martyn Potter and Sig Shaun McAuley completed all the
practical assessments for their Sports Diver qualification, almost
drowning the volunteer casualty in the process. 

Between diving, the team visited the top of the rock (including the
obligatory monkeys) and were given a guided tour of the tunnels,
the gun emplacements and the hospital. WO1 (RSM) Jim
McNaught would like to thank the Gibraltar Harbour Police for his
personal escort back to the dive boat after drifting into the
shipping lane. I would also like to thank all the staff at Gibraltar
JSPATU 4 Dock for their help and the recovery of Das Boot (Harry
Jay)! 

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S J McConnell
SSM WO2 Lapin

The Sqn would like to say farewell to WO2 Pete Tasker and
family. He is coming to the end of his 22-year service, and we
wish him good luck in Canada. In his place, we welcome WO2
Lapin to the Sqn. He has moved from HQ Sqn. We hope you
enjoy your tour with 233 Sqn.

INDIA TROOP

Tp Comd WO2 McHugh
Tp SSgt SSgt Korschel

India Tp gives a warm welcome to Sgt Pete Szeremeta and his
family. We hope you don’t find the change in weather from Cyprus
to Ireland too much to cope with! We also welcome Cpl Steve
Graham and his family from Blandford on his transfer to RSigs. 

In the inter-tp basketball, the Tp started well with a fine win
against Romeo Tp, Cpl Lucas scoring a monstrous 3 pointer to
help us to a 9 - 3 result. But we were narrowly beaten by the other
2 tps, leaving us in 3rd place. In the afternoon, at volleyball we
threw away an 11 - 5 lead, to lose 15 – 11 to Romeo Tp. We
regained our composure to win the next 2 games, coming back
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from 11 - 6 down to beat TM Tp, with an outstanding display from
Sgt Pete Szeremeta. But somehow we still managed to finish
only 3rd overall! A fine day was capped by a couple of refreshing
drinks in the Peake Inn, where the pads beat the singlies at Pool.

The Tp say goodbye and good luck to Sig Gav Williams who is
posted to 621 EOD, and to Cpl Paddy Briggs, posted to 16 Sig
Regt. Congratulations to Cpl ‘Toff’ Lucas and Cpl Mark Corber
on passing their T1 entrance. Finally congratulations go to Sgt
‘Mac’ McArthur on his SECRET wedding to Colette, and wish
them luck.

ROMEO TROOP

Tp Comd Capt S J Bristow
Tp YofS WO2 (YofS) Yates
Tp FofS WO2 (FofS) Clarke

We say hello to Capt Simon Bristow who has joined us from
Corps Recruiting, and to Sgt ‘Gibbo’ Gibson, his wife Sophie and
their dog Toby, who have all joined us from 14 Sig Regt. Then to
Cpl ‘Jack Boy’ Dickson, who has joined us from 249 Sig Sqn,
and to Cpl Zane Humphreys, who has joined us from 39 Inf Bde
HQ and Sig Sqn.

Like all the Corps, we have a busy period behind us and ahead.
G6 HQNI have got us working 24 hours a day, and we have asked
the padre to pray for 25 hours in the day so we can sleep, but as
yet no joy. We have, however, found a little time for the sporting
challenges. The McKelvie Cup Competition has been held, and a
win in the rugby helped to put the Tp firmly in the lead. A second
place in the swimming followed, but later we found that basketball
isn’t the Tp’s best sport. The volleyball provided some of the best
entertainment of the year, with a nail-biting match with TM Tp that
sadly saw the Tp edged into second place by the slightest margin.

The highlight of the past few months has to have been at Sgt Rob
Murray’s promotion drinks in October, when he decided to play
‘dead man’s fall’ off a barstool. But don’t be fooled by the
‘Hardman’ scar he now bears above his right eye! Hearty
congratulations go to Sgt Matt Booth and Cpl Andy Burrows
(now departed) for their recent awards of the GOC’s
Commendation for their actions and achievements in the
Province. Well done to both of you.

The Tp would says goodbye and good luck to Capt Rob
Hamilton as he settles down to his new life as Lt ‘Token Jock’
Hamilton in RNZ Sigs. All the best in your new career. 

SAILING IN GOSPORT - by LCpl Matt Shey

On yet another wet and windy Province weekend, six members of
233 Sig Sqn set off on the long and pleasant journey to JSASTC
on the south coast. The aim was to learn a little about Navy life,
by bobbing up and down in boats and earning the Competent
Crew qualification in the process.

We arrived at Gosport in the early hours of the morning, leaving a
little time on arrival for a long and cosy sleep - in the mini bus! A
few hours later, awake and raring to go, the skippers and yachts
were allocated. There were three in our boat, LCpl Feldman, LCpl
Smith and myself, LCpl Shey. Cpl Parker and LCpl ‘Taff’ Jones
went in separate boats to battle the waves alone.

The first day started with a lesson about the boat, and with the
Solent too rough for novices it was decided that we should just
motor to Port Solent Marina and stay there for our first night. It
was totally coincidental that there was an array of bars and
restaurants on location, and being intrepid explorers, we had to
research the local nightlife in order to understand the local
population. With that done and out of the way (honest), we spent
the next couple of days turning our attention to the water and our
boat handling skills, building up the necessary mileage and
experience for our Competent Crew qualification. 

Midweek saw a night sail from Cowes to Lymington to teach us
how to recognise the different coloured lights, their sequences
and what they mean. It was also the perfect opportunity to put our
new skills to the test, and see who could reach the pub first. Full
marks go to the crew of Voluta for leaving last and arriving
second. Better luck next time, Sgt Cattle! Towards the end of the
week, with the qualification of Competent Crew under our belts,

we were up and down the Solent like we’d been at it for years. All
in all a great week.

NCC TROOP

Tp Comd/ OPSO Capt Booker
Tp Sgt Sgt Johnson

We say hello to all our new arrivals. LCpl Slade and LCpl Emma
Bond are straight from the factory; Cpl Phil Chadwick joins us on
completion of his T1 course; LCpl James Russell comes from 21
Sig Regt, and Cpl Paul Howe from 225 Sig Sqn. We say goodbye
to Cpl Dave Carter, who has left on promotion to work as Rear
Link Sgt for a 6 month tour with the Argyll and Southern
Highlanders; to LCpl Steve Moran, who has headed for a better
life with the EOD; and to Cpl Dave Phillips, who has moved to
another Tp in the Sqn before heading to 264 Sqn in January 03.

TM TROOP

Tp Comd Capt V Hemmings
Tp SSgt SSgt Goodwin

Hellos go to Cpl ‘Levi’ Wilson from Blandford on completion of
his Class 1 upgrade and also straight from the factory, Sig
‘Donnie’ Donladson and LCpl ‘Matt’ Caddy. The Tp says cheerio
to the newly promoted Sgt ‘Al’ Walsh and family to 16 Sig Regt;
to Sgt ‘Scouse’ Coakley and family to 6 Sup Regt RLC; and to
Sig Parkes who seeks new employment in the undertaking trade.
Congratulations to FofS Matt Clish and his wife, Emma on their
new arrival, Nicole.

225 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj G Inglis
SSM WO2 (SSM) B Hogg

GOLF TROOP

Tp Comd Capt R J Craig
Tp SSgt SSgt D Wilson

A big hello goes to 2 of our new Techs, Cpls Levi Wilson and Stu
Rowbottom, and a heartfelt goodbye to Sgts Marc Beckett,
Mark Partington and Cpl Ian Welsh. We will miss you. It must
also be mentioned that Cpl Matt Adams successfully completed
his Junior Commanders’ Course and enjoyed the meteorological
delights of Wales during November. Also Sgt Marc Beckett and
Sgt Dave Street bagged their Sgts’ Course passes.

The majority of G Tp partook in the inter-Sqn Rugby and Football,
with both teams winning very comfortably. In the inter-Sqn
Swimming we won the Bronze. On the basketball front, members
of G Tp were part of the Sqn and Regt team. The latter came
second in the NI Major Units Competition, and we look forward to
winning the inter-Sqn Competition.

On the social side, the Oktoberfest was a big hit, introducing
some of the new members and reminding the majority of us how
good German beer really is. Capt Craig’s stag night didn’t go
ahead. Instead we had a hen-night, in which he was a good sport,
donning a nice blonde wig, a very becoming dress and a pair of
stilettos. A special mention and thank you must go to Cpl Matt
Barmby and Cpl Debs Whatmough for organising the Tp’s
Christmas function, which was also a big success.

ECHO TROOP 

Tp Comd Capt Morris
Tp 1C SSgt (Supvr R) Ashworth

Generally a quiet period for the Tp, and things are running
surprisingly well in the absence of Capt Morris, who is away for a
while on ‘essential duty’ (skiing). Sgt John Chambers recently
swanned off to Tenerife to attend EX CANARY GOLD, and proved
popular with the exercise DS when he announced that he was
there for a 2-week holiday! 

Congratulations go to Cpl Clare Waldron on successful
completion of her RSigs Junior Commanders’ Course, where she
was reunited with Cpl Fox, a former member of the Tp.
Meanwhile Cpl ‘Ginge’ Ware and LCpl Howard, are still allegedly
working hard on their T1 upgrading course at the Defence Special
Signals School in Chicksands. The Tp bids a fond farewell to LCpl



Thompson, who is off to Blandford to learn a real trade. Also to
LCpl ‘Muz’ Murray who is off to Joint Service Signals Unit (Digby)
to prepare for the arrival of his first child, and also to wind up the
RAF!

On the sporting front, the Tp has been busy preparing for the
CO’s Cup Basketball and Volleyball competitions, under the
watchful eye of Sgt Phil Berry and SSgt (Supvr R) Ball.

15 SIG REGT ORIENTEERING TEAM - by Sig Taylor

On Tuesday 5 November the 15 Sig Regt Orienteering team flew
out to England to take part in the 2002 Corps Orienteering
Championships held at Blandford. The team consisted of Capt
Blaydon Morris, WO2 (RQMS) Steve Griffiths, Cpl Dave Salter,
LCpl David Thompson and Sig Steven Taylor all from 225 Sig
Sqn.

The intrepid map-readers and speed demons competed in both
the individual event on Wednesday the 6 November and the team
event on the following day. Unfortunately the team were slightly
disadvantaged from the start with only having five members
instead of 6. However in true 15 Sig Regt style we pulled out all
the stops in preparation for the forthcoming events. 

On the day of the individual event, the rain never stopped and
there was a distinct possibility that some of the checkpoints
would be washed away. Despite the appalling conditions, we
managed to get a half-decent result. WO2 (RQMS) Steve
Griffiths managed to get second place in the over 35’s category,
which for such a racing snake, was no surprise. In the under 25’s
class, Sig Steven Taylor achieved an amazing ‘almost’ victory
with 122 points, finishing 2nd (after returning to the start point
instead of the finish and therefore loosing 48 points. Oops!) It was
difficult to tell if this performance was down to skill, or whether
Sig Taylor thought that the faster he ran, the faster he could go
on the beers in Manchester. 

The team event was equally successful. In preparation for this, the
team had large quantities of curry at Blandford camp the night
before, the idea being the rougher you feel in the morning the
faster you will run. Despite some rather dubious map reading
skills and one team consisting of only two bodies, we still
managed to achieve a good result. No trophies for the team, but a
real feeling of success achieved by all - and no rain! In the end an
excellent event enjoyed by all, and two more individual trophies
brought home!
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15 Sig Regt Orienteering Team
Corps Champs 2002

Back row (L-R) Cpl Salter, Capt Morris, LCpl Thompson
Front row (L-R) Sig Thomas, WO2 (RQMS) Griffiths

3 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
AND 

SIGNAL SQUADRON (203)

OC Maj T Carmichael
RSM WO1 (RSM) R Hood

SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS

The Sqn recently achieved a first when, on Friday 13 December
02, the Admin Officer Maj Max Hanlon Royal Irish, received his
ninth (yes ninth!) accumulated service bar from the GOC, Lt Gen
A S H Irwin KBE CBE. This is in recognition of 30 years
operational service, which has taken Maj Hanlon to many
different theatres including Georgia, USA.

A sad farewell to SSgt John Crilley, who is leaving the Army and
returning to civvy street. We all wish you the best of luck.  We
welcome WO2 Kay Hart who is stepping into John’s shoes.

The Sqn is happy to announce that the Station bar the Whynge
(pending new name) is now open for business. The QM has
motivated the troops into a frenzy of DIY experts. Changing
Rooms eat your heart out! Cpl Hooper is now the Sqn’s Handy
Andy. After a long stretch without a drinking hole, and with all the
teamwork that has gone into it, it is a bar to be proud of. A big
thank you to everyone who has given up their time to help out.

COMMS TROOP

Tp Comd Lt F Loxton
SSgt SSgt K McIntosh

Returning bleary-eyed from Christmas and New Year leave,
Comms Tp has settled back into life in Portadown, and we
welcome LCpl Andy Cooper and Sig Andy Cook to Syscon.
Andy certainly faced a tough acclimatisation from sunny Cyprus
to the snowy Province. Also making that brave step is Sgt Tony
Cecil, who is joining TM Sec along with LCpl Natasha Morris.
Farewells to Cpl Dave Hallway and LCpl ‘LJ’ Murray, two top
blokes whose experience will be sorely missed.

SUPPORT TROOP

Quartermaster Maj M Wright-Jones
RQMS(A) WO2 A Buckle
RQMS(M) WO2 I Wylie

In Portadown, it’s back to the grindstone after a busy festive
period. The Tp has to say a few sad farewells. RQMS Chris
Davies is off to Blandford. (11 Sig Regt watch out!) A cheerio also
to LCpl Horton who has moved up the road to 15 Sig Regt. Her
refereeing skills were an asset to the Sqn. Farewells also to LCpl
Neil Davison, who has departed to Catterick and to Cpl ‘Robbo’
Robson. A warm welcome to RQMS A Buckle and his family
from 1(UK) Div, Cpl ‘Ginge’ Major from Abingdon and Cpl
‘Tracey’ Fitzpatrick all the way from 15 Sig Regt.

MERCURY CUP MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION 2002

The military skills competition is the last event of the Mercury Cup
2002, and we needed to win it to have any chance of taking the
Mercury Cup back to Portadown. Our team was 2Lt Loxton, Sgt
McKenna, Cpl Topping, Cpl Jackson, Cpl Neillings, LCpl
Belshaw, LCpl Cooke, Sig Squires, Sig Whittaker and Sig Box.
Blessed with typical NI weather, we set off to the other end of the
Province in our quest for victory.

The first challenge we had to overcome was a 2-mile dash to the
first stand. We arrived at the accuracy shoot a minute and a half in
front of our rivals, but our high spirits were short-lived after a
disappointing first stand. 800m later and slightly out of breath, we
arrived at the falling plate stand, where, thanks to excellent
marksmanship from Sgt McKenna, LCpl Belshaw and Sig
Squires, we won the stand and felt we were on a roll. The third
stand was clay pigeon shooting and again, due to sharp shooting,
by we took another 8 points. 
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The next two stands were weapons recognition and military
knowledge, both run and won by 8 Inf Bde – no connection.
However, we were a good distance ahead of everyone else on the
march and in a commanding lead. All that was left was the final
yet painful stretch to the finish line and a small wait for the results.
We were announced as the winners, but unfortunately, just missed
out on overall victory for the Mercury Cup. But there is always
next year, watch this space!

PORTADOWN GOLF SOCIETY 4-CLUB COMPETITION – by Cpl
Clark

Being Scottish, I’ve played in some bad conditions in my time, but
the 4-club bimble on 30 January brought a new meaning to the
expression extreme sports! Winston Churchill once said  ‘Golf is
a good walk ruined ‘ and on this day members of Portadown Golf
Society (PGS) would have been inclined to agree with the great
man. The weather was atrocious, gale force winds and so cold a
brass monkey would have been in trouble. Speaking of lost balls,
quite a few members suffered that loss, especially the first group
out on the hole. Every player lost one, if not two balls! The idea
was for a fun day out (another great excuse to get away from
work) and to get the best score with just four clubs. As the
weather had taken its toll on PGS’s usual course, Tandragee, a
decision was made to move the event to Edenmore. Many in the
society had never played this course before and had chosen their
four clubs for Tandragee. A vital mistake, as Edenmore golf
course is flat without the hills and valleys of Tandragee. Various
players tried different strategies to combat the cold and wind, the
least effective being Cpl Ian Clark’s idea of drinking single malt
whiskey to aide his morale and improve his game! Lets just say
that the man should not drink and drive, as a constant shout of
‘FORE’ could be heard all around the course! At many times it
looked like a scene from the Hamlet ad, minus the look of
pleasure coming from the faces of various members as they
emerged from the bunkers holding an 8 or 7 iron wishing they had
taken a wedge. But at the end of the day someone had to win and
that man was the bandit, WO1 (RSM) Rob Hood. Thanks go to
YofS Steve White for organising the event.

CORPS SKIING - TRAINING AND CHAMPIONSHIP 2002 – by
Cpl Jackson

Having survived the epic journey from Portadown to Zell-am-See
in Austria in one piece, everyone was glad to see that there was
snow on the glacier and that skiing conditions were good. We
were joining the RSigs Training Camp in its third week. To start
with, we were sorted into ability groups. Capt Gallagher revealed
himself to be a master of the slopes and was placed in one of the
top groups. Cpl Jackson and Lt Loxton were both placed in an
intermediate group. Cpl Jackson also managed this, despite
crashing out right in front of the instructors who were assessing
us. Sgt Wilson was placed in a beginners group where he
concentrated mainly on perfecting his crash outs. Cpl Ralph and
LCpl Dansie were both snowboarding for the two weeks. We
trained hard in our groups for the first week and improvements
were apparent. The second week was race week, which consisted
of individual and team events in Slalom and Giant Slalom. Of the

Portadown posse, Capt Gallagher was placed the highest
individually, achieving a top fifteen result. Lt Loxton and Cpl
Jackson both flew up the seedings, eventually finishing in the top
thirty. Cpl Dansie did especially well in the snowboarding,
receiving a third place for the Women’s Individual event. By the
end of the second week everyone was exhausted but pleased
with 3 Bde’s overall result of 6th in the team events.

CORPS CROSS COUNTRY COMPETITION – by Sgt Bowden

On Sun 26 January 03, following thorough preparation by the
team, we finally set off on our marathon drive from Portadown to
Bruggen. Luckily we had a smooth crossing to Liverpool on the
overnight ferry and set off for Dover the next morning. We were
making good time to Dover when, on the M1, a lorry in front of us
decided to park itself through the central reservation and block
both directions for 2½ hours. This minor set back would be
nothing compared with our return journey.

We eventually arrived in Bruggen and checked into our
accommodation. On race day, after getting lost in Elmpt Station,
we eventually found the race registration and checked in. The
women set off first, with LCpl McCruden representing the Sqn
(despite being in the RLC) achieving an impressive 3rd place.
Soon after, the men set off on the long and hard course. I
particularly enjoyed running through the WW 2 bomb craters and
the deep sand dunes of the driver training course, not to mention
the thick woods and steep hills. Our finishing order was: Sig Kye
Topping, LCpl Andy Cooper, Cpl Wayne Topping, Sgt Bob
Bowden, LCpl ‘Cooky’ Cooke and LCpl George Lucas. After the
mandatory cookhouse chicken curry, it was time for the results. To
our amazement, we came 2nd overall and were awarded our
Runners- up medals. That night we enjoyed the hospitality of the
NAAFI bar. We rose early the next morning to make an early start
on our long trek home. This journey proved to be something of a
nightmare. We faced massive traffic jams and missed ferries on
the continent and, in typical British style, when a snowflake
landed on the M25, it caused a huge pile up leaving us to camp in
the minibus for 10 hours. Two days after we had set off, we
eventually made it to Liverpool. 

EXERCISE BUCK FINN – by Cpl Cooper-Shaw

On Sat 1 February, members of 3 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (203)
departed for a week’s skiing in the French Alps.  We arrived at
Lyon airport, where the coach driver who, after a successful
application for asylum, decided to take us on a magical mystery
tour.  Eventually with the help of a mobile phone and the
assistance of the ski rep, we found our hotel. The apartment was
a masterpiece of French design, with plenty of living space, two
bathrooms and a kitchen with every conceivable modern
convenience  - and a toilet that stank to high heaven, if you were
last to use it in the morning.

As soon as the bags were dumped, it was off to the restaurant to
sample what was to be the first of many local delicacies, steak
and chips.  It had been a long old day of travel but we still had
time to test the nightlife, and to our surprise, we had to re-
mortgage the house just to buy drinks.

The next morning it was off to the slopes. I proceeded straight to
the baby slopes with the Master Driver, WO2 Graham
Kryworucka and Cpl Craig Craw.  SSgt Kenny McIntosh,
having grown up with planks of wood wedged to his feet,
proceeded straight to the more advanced slopes with the
remainder of the proficient skiers. With expert tuition from Cpl
Sue Turner, the novice group soon got the hang of skiing and I
surprised myself at how easy it really was to fall over. The hardest
part was standing up again. By the end of the week, having
mastered the rolling bomb, the chin plough and how to traverse
into the path of oncoming skiers, it was time to race.

The race was a team event and being the best skier and the fittest
member of the group, I was picked last. As anchorman, I was
unfazed. I did the job; I bombed down the hill like an avalanche
and prayed to God that I would stop before I went off the edge. 

On the last day we were up at 0400hrs. It was time to go home.
However there was bad news in store for us. Mild snow had
delayed flights into Stanstead. But we got home eventually. I had
had a really good week and would recommend skiing to anyone.

The mighty 3 Brigaders
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39 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
A N D

SIGNAL SQUADRON (213)

The first event was an advanced contact on the ranges, followed
by a brief quiz on Bde history. We then went on to a comd task,
involving three members of the team being blindfolded whilst the
fourth member provided instruction in the construction of a 9 x 9
tent. For some reason, the addition of a blindfold caused a
sudden influx of comedy walks, or waddles in the case of LCpl
Ben Williams. The final event was a closely matched clay pigeon
shoot, with certain teams having the advantage of their own
shotguns! OSP took first place, closely followed by TM Sec and
Comms/Riggers Sec with the HQ team last. At the end of the day
a good time was had by all and many thanks to Sgt Paul Conroy
for organising the event and to his helpers on the day, Cpls Dave
Grimes, John Stitt, Linsay Payton and WO1 (RSM) Marshall.

CHARITY FUNDRAISING 2002 – by SSgt Lynch

The Sqn has always been associated with fundraising for local
charities and worthy causes. Our main event, the annual Bde
Charity Day, is a summer open day for all the families in the
Station and local areas. However in December 2002 we had an
additional fundraising event, the Sports Memorabilia Auction.

Every company I could find an address for received
correspondence of some sort (some 700 letters and 200 emails)
asking/pleading for donations of money, goods or services that
could be raffled/auctioned on the Charity Day. An analyst
somewhere had shown that by bombarding
businesses/companies with begging letters, the best you could
hope for was a 10% response. How right that analyst was!
However, those who did respond were very generous and sent in
donations ranging from toys to business class flights to anywhere
in Europe. 

With marquees erected, stalls laid out, arenas built, pitches
marked, water pools filled and enough inflatable castles/ assault
courses to cover most of the pitches in Thiepval Bks, the day
began. Anyone who has every served in NI will know that the
weather here is never dependable. Yes, it rained at the start of the
day and although the freefall parachute display had to be
cancelled due to a low cloud base, the families were not deterred.
Soon after the last downpour, families from across the Station
started to arrive.

Sgt Mark Murphy co-ordinated the five-a-side football, whilst Sgt
Taff Symonds fed us and Sgt Arnie Renforth watered us. There
was an excellent displayby the police dog unit from RAF
Aldergrove. Sgt Bri Rawlings entertained all with the It’s a
Knockout competition and although he managed to have me
thrown into the huge water pool, his team of helpers were
certainly not athletic enough to catch Lt Steve Bennett, who
proved that rugby players can sprint if the need arises. The early
rain did not stop Cpl Donna Chivers and LCpl Selena Moffat
from dressing up in St Trinians-style school uniforms with
extremely short skirts! Dressing this way resulted in their selling
hundreds of raffle tickets, including to some people who knew
that they would not be there for the draw. 

A fantastic day was had by all, but it was not over yet. To end a
very successful day more than 200 people from across the Station
were treated to one of the best ‘Elvis tribute bands’ in the Station
Leisure centre. This truly professional band was undeterred by a
fire alarm halting proceedings for over an hour and stayed around
to play on until the early hours. 

Over £3,000 was raised, but rather than donate it straight away it
was decided that a ‘Sport Memorabilia Auction’ may add more to
the Charity pot. WO2 Neil Boocock and I were soon contacting
premiership clubs with letters and phone calls. This time, we used
a different tactic. Instead of trying to get them to donate, we sent
them shirts and footballs to be signed at their next club signing
day. It worked! We were kindly granted the use of the Offrs Mess
annexe for the function and it attracted almost 200 people.

OC Maj DA Craft
RSM WO1 (RSM) P Marshall

SUPPORT TROOP

Tp Comd Maj S Harvey R IRISH
WOIC WO2 (RQMS) DM Buckingham

The RQMS Dept had a busy festive season, including a number of
functions which everybody always invites stores personnel to.
Maybe it’s because we are popular guys! The BFBS Awards
Evening (where attendance was as a celebrity), saw the RQMS
and Sgt Jase Hawksworth attend as The King and The Red
Indian out of Village People. 

The Seniors versus Juniors football match also saw some highly
entertaining inter-dept battles, with Sgt Jase Hawksworth
scoring a scorcher and the RQMS rolling back the years by jinxing
up the wing, only to nutmeg LCpl Karl Deakin in front of his
girlfriends. The Dept says farewell and all the best to LCpl
Deakin, who leaves on promotion to 14 Sig Regt.

COMMUNICATIONS TROOP

Tp Comd Lt S R Bennett
Tp SSgt SSgt PP Corcoran

OPS SECTION 

Firstly a big welcome to Sig Steve Barber, from 7 Sig Regt; and
Sig Jason Gillard and Sig Sophie Gibson from 21 Sig Regt.
Goodbyes go to LCpl Ian Walker, posted to 30 Sig Regt and
LCpl Brad Fox, posted to civ div. They will be sorely missed.

It has been a slow start to 2003, with the Third Friday Club being
the highlight of the month. Volleyball and badminton were the
focus of the day and, as usual, Comms Tp prevailed, earning
themselves a well-deserved drink in the Bde bar.

We look forward to EX MINI MINDER (a unit training ex) at the
start of next month and EX IBERIAN FINN. The latter, being a
climbing ex in Spain, will make a welcome change to the normal
rainy weather of Lisburn.

TM SECTION 

Cpl Chivers was married last year and left at Christmas to join her
husband at 16 Sig Regt in Germany. Cpls Burgon and Uppal
have left the Army recently for a change of career in Civvy Street.
Best wishes and good luck for the future go to all.

We are pleased to announce the following new arrivals: Cpl
Rawlyk, from JSG in NI; Cpl Alexander, from 250 Gurkha Sig
Sqn; and Cpl Finney, from 16 Sig Regt. We have also recently
received the following five newly promoted LCpls from RSS
Blandford: LCpls Gumery, Williams, Lawless, Fox and Currim.

In addition to these personnel we are pleased to announce
another new arrival. On the 3 December 02 Pte Price, who lives
with Cpl Jennings, gave birth to a healthy baby boy, Cameron
Myles Jennings. We wish all the new arrivals good luck for the
future and hope they enjoy their time within the Unit.

RIGGING SECTION 

The 39 IBSS Rigging Sec had a demanding work pattern over the
festive period, with the arrival of a new mast at MPH, requiring the
installation of our own and two other agencies’ antennae. After
this we had to de-rig the mess on the old mast, but this proved to
be a bit easier. We welcome Cpl Dave Healy, from 259 Sig Sqn
Cyprus and farewell Sig Derek Slowey who is off to JCU
Aldergrove. Finally many thanks Sgt Arnie Renforth for the
Christmas dinner.

INTER SECTION RANGE DAY

The day started off with four teams and four stands to complete.



Entertainment from several bands and a top compere doubling as
the auctioneer, resulted in an excellent night in the lead up to
Christmas. For an initial outlay of £600 for shirts, footballs and
framing of the signed shirts, an outstanding £4,400 was raised on
the night. 

OUR BENEFICIARIES

80 Malone Road is a hostel on the outskirts of Belfast for severely
handicapped children and adults. It is not sponsored by the NHS
and relies heavily on local fundraising. Although small, the hostel
offers respite for families and carers of handicapped persons of all
ages. This is a great relief to many members of the community,
particularly the parents. They have become our main beneficiary
from the funds we raise at our charity ventures. We now refer to
them as ‘Friends of Malone Road’.

On 10 February 2003 we were able to make a donation of £4,000
to them. This substantial donation will go some way towards the
designing and implementation of a landscape garden with water
features. 

With the fundraising for the year being such a success, a further
£2,000 was available to donate to little Harry Withers, whose case
had been brought to our attention by WO2 Neil Boocock. Harry
is a motor-disabled child and lives in Lund Village, East Yorkshire.
For the last few years he has attended the Peto Institute in
Budapest, where he receives Conductive Education. For his next
trip to Budapest, 39 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn will help towards the cost
of his stay.

The following is a report we have on Harry’s progress to date:
‘Harry first started Conductive Education when he was two years
old, and we had been told that it was unlikely that he would ever
walk. Initially we were looking for physical improvements, but we
found that CE was working on all aspects of Harry’s development.
He became much more mentally alert, his speech improved, he
became full of life, happy, confident and self-motivated. CE is now
part of his daily life and has to be for him to progress. As he grows
over the next few years, extra demands will be put on his body,
and CE will help him to re-adjust. He will continue to attend the
Peto Institute in Budapest regularly. It will be a long slow process
for Harry, but when we see the look of triumph on his face and
hear the joy in his voice when he has achieved something new, we
know it is worth the effort.’
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39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn presents their cheque to Friends of Malone Road

Harry Withers
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HEADQUARTERS THEATRE TROOPS

MajGen J M Shaw MBE

By Lt Col Richard J Quinlay, R SIGNALS, SO1 Th Tps

Headquarters Theatre Troops is a product of the review of HQ LAND Command known as LANDmark. It sits in the recently formed Field
Army as a new 2 star command. Th Tps stands alongside 1 (UK) Armd Div, 3 (UK) Div and Land Warfare Centre and is commanded by
MajGen J M Shaw  MBE, late R Sigs.

Field Army

This huge 32,000-strong organisation accounts for approaching a third of the Army and includes nearly a third of the TA. Comprising all the
Combat Support and Combat Service Support Bdes within the Army, the GOC has 12 subordinate commands at one-star or Col level. The
diagrams below illustrate this span of command.

Theatre Troops

GOC Th Tps’ mission is to command OPCOM troops and prepare Force Elements at Readiness (FE@R) in role, as directed, in support of
the UK’s Defence Strategy. This includes specifically:

•  Command in peace all allocated Th Tps.
•  Provide forces within readiness to MOD, PJHQ, HQ ARRC and to 1 (UK) Armd and 3 (UK) Divs for training and operations.
•  Inform Force Generation process through the provision of specialist Th Tps advice to HQ LAND.
•  Through planned training, inform the Force Development process.
•  Be prepared to undertake Military Aid to the Civil Power (MACP) tasks in accordance with operational plans as directed.
•  Provide support required by deployed operational commanders and Force Elements (FE).
•  Provide support to fielding of future equipment.
•  Provide recruiting support to Regional Divisions in accordance with the Land Command Recruiting Directive.
•  Provide Special Task support around the spectrum of conflict.



•  Contribute to the development of the rapid reaction forces including JRRF and those elements assigned to NATO’s Graduated Readiness
Force (Land) (GRF(L)) pool, e.g. C2, CS and CSS.

•  Develop the Air-Land interface in the Field Army by enhancing co-ordination and co-operation with the Air Component.
•  Be the Theatre Troops BLB Holder.
•  Be prepared to take the lead in Land Intelligence, Surveillance, Target Acquisition and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) development.

Although expecting to grow over time, the ‘small and beautifully formed’ headquarters owes much to the R Sigs, PWRR and RA in
supporting the current staff levels. In addition to a small private office (ADC: Capt Alex Senneck R Sigs, driver Cpl Simon Emmett of the
Corps and a PS) and SO2 MS, the GOC has a small staff as shown below.

HQ Theatre Troops

HQ Th Tps is a great place to work in a challenging E2 environment, where the Corps can make a real difference across the too-long
forgotten combat support and combat service support piece. There is not an operation involving the Land Component on which our
soldiers are not present. With a 2-star command focussed on their support, expect to see increasingly better representation of the issues
that matter in the years to come.

Finally a few comings and goings, without which no Wire notes would be complete. Capt Mark Davis left the post of ADC in October and
was replaced by Capt Alex Senneck. Capt Paul Buck leaves the HQ in March 2003, on promotion, to take up a further G3 post in Sierra
Leone. Capt Michele Worden has just joined the HQ from Junior Division of Staff College (and prior to that 7 Sig Regt). She takes up the
busy SO3 Trg post and is a welcome addition to the team. Lt Col Richard Quinlan took over the post of SO1 Th Tps in December 2002.
That’s us crated!
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HEADQUARTERS 2 (NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS)
SIGNAL BRIGADE

Bde Comd Brig JE Thomas MBE
Chief of Staff Maj Jim Forrest

OP FRESCO WATCHKEEPERS 
- by 2Lt Aidy Matthews and Lt Huw George

On the 14 October 02 Lt Hamish Fell (38 Sig Regt) and I set off in
the direction of 2(NC) Sig Bde in Corsham. We were to meet up
with the OIC Watchkeepers, Capt Thelma Ward (38 Sig Regt),
Capt R ‘Jeff’ Jephcote (32 Sig Regt), Lt Huw George and 2Lt
Chris Harvey (both 37 Sig Regt), who would form the OP
FRESCO Ops Room staff. Upon arrival, we located Bde HQ and
were guided by Corps Internet guru, Lt Graham Gaw (32 Sig
Regt) around the camp. The first afternoon was really all about
orientation, admin and trying to get a feel for what we were there
to do.

The following week we all worked on setting up the Ops Room.
This involved begging, borrowing and stealing the kit that we
needed, evicting the Airwave Implementation team from their
desks to make room for us (sorry YofS) and harassing various
people who were already busy with the Princess Royal’s
impending visit. This may seem like an easy task, but considering
that none of us had any knowledge of the work conducted prior to
our arrival, or the details of our role, it was quite hard. The
situation was not improved by the fact that none of us had
worked in Corsham before. We didn’t know the personalities with
whom we would be working; neither did we know which depts
we’d need to liaise closely with. And those of us from different
regts hadn’t even met before!

As the team started to form, it became evident that the skills we

brought from civilian life were going to be invaluable in the role
that we were to play. We all had tasks to perform under Thelma’s
direction. Jeff and Hamish built a database of all the ICS assets,
Harvey exercised his silver tongue acquiring equipment, whilst
Huw and Aidy filled in the gaps with data torture (sorry, data
capture) and reading all of the background files that preceded our
arrival – about 3 tons of them!

Developments were swift during the week prior to the first
planned 48-hour strike. Our numbers swelled with the addition of
Capt Andrew Whalen (38 Sig Regt), we started on a 12-hour
rotating shift pattern and the G6 Liaison Officers deployed to the
regional Bde HQs a few days later. We grappled for information
from the various bde G6 LOs as they endeavoured to take control
with the very real prospect of a strike. This was as far as it went
however, as the FBU called off the strike at the last minute. This
was not only annoying after all of the hard work carried out in
preparation around the country, but also simply bad manners.

For me (2Lt Matthews) the most challenging element of this early
set-up phase was getting to grips with the essence of the
operation and working at bde level alongside the other services. It
meant that I had a very steep learning curve, but had the
satisfaction of developing my understanding of 2 (NC) Sig Bde HQ
and some of the ways in which the Regular Army works. It was
the first time that I have had exposure to operations at the higher
level, and I believe it to be a very valuable experience and would
recommend it to other young officers, should the opportunity arise
for them.

The following week saw the first actual 48-hour strike on 14
November. This gave us our first chance to test the infrastructure
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that we had helped to put in place - and things were pretty hectic.
After re-establishing contact with the G6 LOs, we got to grips with
the minor problems that were flooding in at that time. It was the
first time that LCSS(R) terminals had been deployed on an
operation, and therefore the first opportunity to test user training
properly. Over 50 of these had been assembled at short notice, in
record time (to the credit of 10 Sig Regt) and due to the
immediacy of the FBU strikes, they had to be issued before a
comprehensive testing programme could be completed. As a
result, a variety of teething troubles were encountered, ranging
from damage in transit, to basic user familiarity problems. Just as
everything started to run smoothly, the strike ended. It did
however, highlight areas for improvement.

Over the next six days we winkled out any problems and prepared
for the eight-day strike. The political atmosphere seemed to hot
up as preliminary elements of Sir George Bain’s pay review were
released and questions were asked in the media regarding Red
Fire Engines. These were later to be called RFAs (Red Fire
Appliances NOT Royal Fleet Auxiliary. Who would expect a large
ship to attend a house fire instead of a Fire Engine?). Due to the
obvious confusion that could arise, the imaginative term Red
Goddess (RGs) was adopted. In hindsight the 48-hour strike was
a good indicator to the longer, more challenging eight-day strike.
It helped eliminate problems and gave us an appetite to succeed -
which from our perspective, we did. Morale reached an all-time
high when we had to ring 51 Bde Ops Room and saw our call
being answered during a national news report (we’re easily
pleased during long shifts).

Since then, strike talks have continued and subsequent planned
strikes have been called off, which has enabled a temporary
rotation of personnel. We were joined by 2Lt Anne Gallagher (37
Sig Regt), 2Lt Kev Dempsey (2 Sig Sqn) and 2Lt Dom Leeds (38
Sig Regt) whilst Huw went off to get married and Thelma took
some leave (the two events are not related). During this ‘down
time’ we have been put to good use on OP FRESCO-related
matters and other duties at Bde HQ following the Christmas and
New Year break. With no end in sight, we await the conclusions of
ACAS negotiations and prepare for the possibility of further
strikes. 

EXERCISE HORSESHOE 3

INTRODUCTION

EX HORSESHOE 3 was the 2 (NC) Sig Bde FTX providing a
culmination of individual and collective training for the past 2
years. The ex was held during September 02 and was planned to
test individual, units and the Bde HQ. It deployed across England,
Wales and the Channel Islands and involved some 1020
personnel and 220 vehicles from all units of the Bde.

The aim of the ex was to ‘Evaluate the Bde’s Scheme of
Manoeuvre and capability for operations in order to confirm
Readiness and determine future development’.

The theme was based around Homeland Security/Defence and

involved the deployment of range of ICS and personnel in support
of notional military and civilian agencies. A series of exercise
objectives included:

Provision of the full range of ICS capability - radio, IS/IT to meet a
range of tasks.

Achieve specific tasks in order to ensure the Brigade is able to
meet its LAND commitments.

Practice and confirm administration procedures for TA personnel.

Validate and confirm administration procedures for TA personnel.

Introduce and confirm interoperability with other agencies
including PJHQ, RAF and Log Bde/Th Tps assets.

Planning for the exercise commenced in 2001. Throughout 2002,
regular meetings were held with Trg Majs and other unit
representatives. These were used to co-ordinate the ex and
scenario development and to enable individual units to include
their own trg requirements. A MAPEX was held in May 2002, when
the ex concept was introduced to Regtl Teams, the Concept of
Ops discussed, and the basis for new SOPs to reflect the Bde’s
wide utility were introduced.

The ex scenario writing and the running of EXCON was carried
out by Majs Alasdair MacGillivray and Tony Shaw, with some
considerable assistance from 71(Y) Sig Regt. This was to be the
last exercise prior to retirement for the Dep Comd, Col Chris
Laurence and Maj Alasdair MacGillivray. Both will be greatly
missed from the Bde Staff.

By the end of 10 days the Bde staff felt that they had all become
super heroes and had participated in their own great adventure.
The ex was judged an overall success and a valuable indicator of
the Bde’s capability.

THE VIEW FROM THE FAR SIDE (EXCON)

With the Bde and its associated units safely deployed, work-up
training completed and units ready to communicate, OPFOR
swung into action. Small teams of highly skilled personnel drawn
from across the Bde concentrated at Leek Camp and bravely
ventured out to apply pressure and uncertainty to all exercising
units. With a key informant in each unit passing information to the
OPFOR, tension mounted.

The first reports of enemy activity came while these teams were
still in transit to their operational areas, and several suspicious
cars parked in dark places were carefully investigated! The highly
skilled enemy from 71 (Y) Sig Regt, were led by Lt James Evans
ably supported by WO2 McHenry, and even had its own
supporting Sig Sqn. They received their instructions from the
Godfathers of the ex, Majs Tony Shaw and Alasdair
MacGillivray in EXCON.

Within 24 hours, mayhem of a politely controlled nature was
spreading across England. Simulated bombings, sniping, leaflets
and other signs of enemy activity began to be reported. Every unit
had its own story. Some are worthy of note, and some are better
remaining hidden. 31 Sig Regt (V) had the first major incident, just
as Comd 2 Sig Bde arrived to visit. They admitted a captured
party of enemy to one of their locations and searched only the
leader. Great was the enemy’s joy as ex IEDs were placed around
the area! 2 Sig Sqn generously released the 2 OPFOR they had
captured before they should have been delivered to Bde HQ to
give ex play information. 47 Sig Sqn had to turn fire hoses on
protestors who arrived at their location. The enemy were
everywhere. One friendly packet at a filling station were extremely
surprised when a civilian car drew up alongside, smiled at the
young lady co-driver, waved the enemy symbol at them, and then
drove off. Exercise play was concluded by 32 Sig Regt(V), who
managed to ambush the enemy leader and his supporters, one of
whom closely resembling the CO and some of his RHQ staff.

THE ADVENTURES OF FRAGO
(with apologies to JRR Tolkien)

Frago and his many friends come from the dark tunnels of
Corsham and the Magic Forrest. Many adventures lay ahead in
their search for the special horseshoe, also sought by the Dark
Lord. It was generally known that the evil runes on the special
horseshoe translated as:

2 Bde’s Fresco Ops Room ready for the 999 calls
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‘One Staff to find them all, and in the darkness confound them
One Staff to rule them all, and in the darkness demux them’

The Dark Lord was cursed to travel the land in search of the
special horseshoe, and no longer able to fly. In this he was
supported by 9 Evil Wraiths, whose disembodied voices would
cause uncertainty to any Frago. These 9, these black riders were
known as The Staff. Chief amongst The Staff, was the smallest of
the 9, and she was forever tormented by the Deputy Dark Lord,
known as Sauron the Vet, who divined many things from the
entrails of newts and cats. The days of Sauron the Vet were
numbered, so he tried mightily to drive his red chariot along the
roads at speeds mere mortals cannot achieve. The Dark Lord
strove mightily for a clone, but his magic horseshoe had failed
him, so Sauron the Vet was soon to be replaced by the red-
handed wizard who lived in a great Beacon and spoke in a
strange tongue.

Each night the Black Riders would gather in a circle and listen to
the distant voices tell of the many Gollocks who had dropped
from the various branches during the day. Sometimes the voices
would be ‘rather dim’, and the 9 would cry out to be free of the
troublesome DELs, which lived slightly out of reach of everyone.
Then the Dark Mistress of the Weather would be summoned to
speak of things in the future.

As they travelled the land, Frago and his friends were also much
troubled by the twin-headed evil of CENOX (known as EXCON)
and his dark servants the XXIV/VII Lancers (barbarian horsemen
from Kent and Sarf Lunnon). The distant voices would tell tales of
many dark servants and the Black Riders would listen in disbelief.

Frago briefly met with other small Hobbits who lived in a kind of
mobile hobbit hole called a Tight. The big people found such

mobile homes cramped and uncomfortable and instead lived in
full sized ISO containers, in which they put less equipment than
the Hobbits did in their very cosy Tights. These big people tended
to blunder around the countryside unaware of what a Frago is
and had little awareness of the other Hobbits, who lived in
horseboxes.

The Staff would descend on innocent little hamlets, such as Altcar
and Otterburn, preceded by a great deal of wailing and
lamentation from the very nice people who lived on Honeycroft
Hill (the writer wants to eat on the next exercise). These very nice
people would travel the land solemnly holding an IRT before them,
in search of an incident. Meanwhile, CENOX proved that they
could not be trusted, and recruited small children from the place
of learning in Leeds to attack the Dark Lord and the Staff. The
very nice people (with not very nice words) called upon the earth
and water (particularly the water) to subdue the children, thus
protecting the source of enlightenment.

Then on a high hill, the Special People, who lived under the giant
pansy, gathered all the forces for light and good in one place.
Elrond (half-human), high king of the many, met with the Dark
Lord. Elrond was very tall and very wise and not altogether of our
time. With him, Elrond brought the Dwarf King from his deep
mines at Northwood and Theoden, King of White Hall. Elrond
himself, lived in a mythical palace of outstanding architectural
design in the magic land of Upavon. Elrond looked down on the
lands of the Regional Kings and their Tribes and was much
pleased.

Finally, the Black Riders were no longer to be seen, but the distant
voices could still be heard at night, amidst with the sounds of the
dark servants. The many Gollocks had long since been forgotten.

The ENDEX.

ALLIED COMMAND EUROPE CIS CONTINGENCY ASSETS POOL
BATTALION

CO Lt Col Keith Whitehead
FofS WO1 (FofS) Phil Holland

Many members of the wider Corps will not be aware of the
existence of the ACE CIS Contingency Assets Pool Battalion
(ACCAP Bn), NATO’s only wholly-owned deployable Comms HQ.
We are based in Maastricht, NL and are approximately 35 RSigs
officers and soldiers in amongst another 170 multi-nationals from
9 different nations.

ACCAP Bn was formed in September 1999 from the remnants of
the old Alternate War Comms Sqn and other NATO assets. Since
that time, we have exercised in Poland, Denmark, Germany,
Turkey, Spain, Italy and Macedonia on OP AMBER FOX, as well as
maintaining standing operational commitments in both SFOR and
KFOR. Our mission is to ‘rapidly extend the NATO CIS
infrastructure within and outside of the NATO area and sustain it
for a limited period’. Our first CO, Lt Col Jim Dryburgh, was
responsible for guiding the unit through the difficult early days and
trying to establish a coherent and workable unit structure.

The equipment we operate is commercial off-the-shelf, and the
training we have to undertake for familiarisation necessitates
contractor training or attendance at the NCISS in Latina, Italy. Life
is sometimes very tough, but someone has to do it! Our personnel
are primarily techs, though we have Tele Op Sys, Dvr/Lmn,
Dvr/Elect and Tech Sup Spec at various ranks. We have a regular
turnover of personnel, so if you fancy something different, apply
through your unit directly to MCM Div in Glasgow.

Life in Maastricht compares favourably with York or Chester, in as
much as it is a small city with a university population, which is
very popular with tourists and the singlies alike. WO1 (FofS) Phil

Holland offers spiritual technical wisdom to the youngsters -
although he recently had one notable failure. Nobody was exactly
sure who stole the Christmas tree at the end of the UK Delegation
and Support Unit Social, but Cpl Tyrone Cooke had ‘previous’,
so the finger of fate pointed steadfastly in his direction.

SSgt Paul Haughton is the gripper, and sets the example and
standard for the youngsters to emulate. Indeed he has had much
success. We have had very few disciplinary problems over the last
couple of years. He departs shortly on promotion to 2 Sig Regt.
Sgt Stu Williamson recently departed for some much-needed
normality in 7 Bde Sig Sqn. He had an opinion on everything and
his naturally monolithic xenophobia was a source of great
amusement.

Sgt Dave Cascarino, a larger than life character in more ways
than one, looks after a busy line section. He is constantly trying to
emulate the standards set by his international colleagues and
failing miserably! He makes up for this shortfall by constantly
regaling stories from the depths of his career, most of which are
completely without foundation.

12 June 2001 saw the unit deploy to Macedonia in support of 16
Air Assault Bde on OP AMBER FOX.  Under the command of D
Platoon OC, Kapt John Haesen NLA, CGS-4 left Maastricht
under the watchful eye of CO, Lt Col Jim Dryburgh and drove in
convoy to Naples. A four-day boat trip with the Italian Army to
Thessaloniki in Greece followed. It was a good job everyone liked
pasta, because that’s all you got. After a short stay in Greece the
MCM drove to Macedonia to HQ Task Force HARVEST. A further
six months in Petrovic, Macedonia saw CGS-4 providing NATO
comms, firstly through 216 (Para) Sig Sqn under the command of
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1 (UNITED KINGDOM) 
ARMOURED DIVISION HEADQUARTERS 

AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON 

OC Maj M Smith MBE
SSM WO2 (SSM) Reid

CHRISTMAS FUNCTIONS

As always happens, Christmas began in the Sqn at the end of
November to allow all the functions to be fitted in.  Sgt Cowe
(RLC) had the envious task of planning and executing the Sqn’s
Christmas function. The function was held in a marquee hired
courtesy of the RSM, WO1 Andy Baird.  The ambient temperature
outside was a mild -12°, inside a warm +6°.  The evening was well
supported by the Sqn, with nearly 200 personnel and their
spouses attending.  It gave OC Sqn, Major Martin Smith MBE a
chance to thank all the soldiers, and more importantly, their
spouses a thank you for their efforts over the previous 12 months.
It was a great success, with a band and disco taking us into the
twilight hours, much to the amusement of the local German
community! 

BONE OF CONTENTION RUGBY MATCH

It was a freezing afternoon that greeted the players from across
the Regt as they met for the Bone of Contention rugby match
between the Offrs and SNCOs and the Junior Ranks.  Capt

Lawes inspected the pitch with the referee. It was harder than
tarmac.  Cpl Savage, the team captain for the Juniors prayed it
would be called off (who could blame him) faced with the
brilliance that can only be created by time and intelligence in the
correct messes.  Unluckily for the Juniors, the game was on, but it
would only be touch rugby as the officers were worried about
chaffing their knees. After all they did have the Mess Ball to look
forward to that week.

The game was extremely tight. The final score was 10 – 7 to the
Offrs and SNCOs, a final drop goal by Capt Lawes in the final
minute sealing victory.  Capt Simon Godwin presented the trophy
in the absence of the CO to WO2 (SSM) Andy Buckle.  Better
luck next year lads!

LOOK FORWARD

The Sqn prepares for deployment to Kuwait in support of the Regt
on EX LUCKY WARRIOR during February 2003. The LAD have
worked like Trojans to ensure maximum equipment availability for
the ex and their efforts have been appreciated by all of us.
Whatever the future brings, we will be prepared. 

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj A M Churchill
SSM WO2 (SSM) Cook

HERFORD STATION CHRISTMAS FAYRE

Bizarrely, the 2002 Herford Station Christmas Fayre actually took
place in November, but this did little to dampen the festive spirit of
all those involved, and the day proved to be a huge success. This
was almost solely due to the hard work of the organisers, and the
grafters of 201 Sig Sqn, who spent the best part of three days
ensuring that the rather bland gym looked much more like
somewhere you would actually expect to hold a Christmas Fayre.

There was a vast number of stalls at the Fayre, ranging from mini-
golf, to the traditional raffle stalls, to the infamous Santa’s
Ghetto… The highlight however, was the car smashing stand
where, armed with a pair of goggles and an enormous
sledgehammer, punters were able to relieve their pre-Christmas
work (!) tension.  Undoubtedly it was the incredibly hard-worked
201 Sqn members going time after time to this stall that helped to
raise the amount of money that we did. In total, over €3,500 was
raised and distributed between a local charity, Schattenkinder,
and the Army Benevolent Fund. 

For those who stayed until the end, the grand finale was the final
annihilation of the already battered cars, as one lucky raffle winner
was able to accompany Sgt McMinn in driving over them in AFV
434 (previously Santa, of the eponymous Santa’s Ghetto’s new
sleigh…)

Clearly the day would not have gone as smoothly as it did, had it
not been organised so well, by OC 201, Maj Churchill, and his
trusty aide, namely Lt Bumby, whose work advertising the event,

WO2 (SSM) Andy Buckle receives the Bone Of Contention from
the Capt Gladwin

Maj Foster, and then under the flag of Task Force FOX
commanded by the Germans.

At the suggestion of the CO, Lt Col Keith Whitehead, we have
introduced a National Day. This allows each of the contingents to
organise a day to allow the other 9 nationalities to see how they
conduct business. It was no surprise to see the Brits setting the
standard. On 3 February we put together a morning of Command
Tasks followed in the afternoon by Horse Racing, with a charitable
concept taking place in the Anchor Inn. Sgt Dave Cascarino, a
John McCririck lookalike, was responsible for encouraging the
Internationals to put their hands in their pockets – no easy task.
Congratulations to our Belgian colleagues who won the inaugural
event. Next on the calendar is the German National Day.

The past couple of months have seen a few Brits come and go
from the unit. Good luck to Sgt Frankie Greenwood, departing
on promotion to 16 Sig Regt; Sgts Mark Gray, Shaky Wakeham
and Lee Johnston, to 7 Sig Regt; Cpl Shaun Tunca, who has
recently left to go to 241 Sig Sqn in Donnington; Cpl Ali Skene,
on promotion to 4 Bde Sig Sqn, LCpl Ian Andrews, departing to
Blandford; LCpl Jack Russell, to 30 Sig Regt; and LCpls Mick
Williams, Scotty Bingham and Mick Parsey, who all recently left
the Army. Finally congratulations to LCpls Chris Jones, Si Hall
and McLuckie on being selected on the last promotion board.

If you fancy something different come and give NATO a try.
Applications through your unit to those awfully nice folk at MCM
Div in Glasgow.
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undoubtedly helped to encourage so many people to turn up.
Thanks go to SSgt Preece and his band, for providing some
excellent music other than Christmas songs, and to all those
involved for their hard work both before and after the Fayre. 

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj A Lucas
SSM WO2 (SSM) Lloyd

Christmas couldn’t have come sooner for the members of 211
Sqn after a hectic time both on the work and social front.
Adventure training in Bavaria marked the start of a busy winter,
though it was probably a happier memory for some more than
others. Sig Wilkinson was a marked man for his appalling
attempts at snowboarding, and it took a while to realise that the
tea-tray-and-bin-bag approach would have been better from the
start. A big thank you goes to Sig Julia Boon for performing the
best wipe out of the day, but this unfortunately came with an
injury. For those who fancied themselves on the water, kayaking
brought out another side of many others. Why Sig Colling earned
the title of ‘morale on legs’ may be best not to ask, but one
suspects it may have something to do with the fact that his head
spent more time under the water than on top of it. Sig Price,
apparently a superb paddler, went for the alternative option of
attempting to launch herself through the rocks, promptly
smashing her teeth - an interesting attempt at lifting morale but it
seemed to work.

‘Panzathon’ still haunts the majority of us. It comprises a radical
task involving the transformation of sixteen armoured vehicles and
their having to be stripped down and fitted out from scratch to
send them off to storage. Theoretically, this would enable the Sqn
to focus their efforts on more important tasks! 

Winter brought a new influx of willing young men, eager to ply
their trade amongst the best. Whether this enthusiasm lasted
longer than 24hrs is unsure but welcome to Sigs Jones, Harvey,
Finch, Withers, Doherty, Mason, McClone, Walsh and
McGouran. Hello also to LCpl Kimberley, Cpl Lindley and Sgt
Vickers, who gets a particular mention for his promotion.
Congratulations for all the slaving away. Commiseration, however,
to Sigs Scarfi, Briffett, Jackson and Gadsdon, all of whom were
sent from Comd Tp to show Rebro Tp how the hard work should
be done. It is certain that SSgt Robinson will spread this
enthusiasm on arrival at his new posting at ACIO, Newcastle and
211 send their best wishes with him.

December was unfortunately not the wind-down that everyone
had hoped for and all the new boys were given a harsh
introduction to exercise with 1Div. Plans for EX RHINO STAFF
were revealed along with the concurrent RRB exercise. The former
involved the task of working alongside both 30 and 2 Sig Regts
(theoretically) to enable communications between our American
counterparts and ourselves. It was a start anyway!! Ex RRB TEST
was a 3-day ex at Minden North, overviewed by SSgt McKenzie,
a thoughtful move by the hierarchy so that the Tp didn’t feel left
out. Winter temperatures of -10° were undoubtedly appreciated.  
The arrival of the Christmas party period was a welcome relief -

that is, until the morning after. The livers-in party was held in a
marquee rather than the usual cookhouse, and luckily heating was
provided. Turkey and trimmings was substituted by a finger buffet
style lunch with the officers and SNCOs being slaves for the
day…(an unusual occurrence!) It was debatable, however,
whether the female group of singers provided the desired
entertainment, their being likened by a certain Sig to ‘cats being
strangled’. However, a good time was had by all, courtesy of Cpl
Wood and his committee.

After a bit of well-earned Christmas leave the return to work in
January saw the start of a new year but also brought the tragic
news of the untimely death of one of the Sqn’s much loved
members, Cpl Mark Brenen, after a motorcycle accident. A
funeral party, headed by Lt Cliff Kamara, returned to the UK for
Mark’s funeral service - a fitting tribute to a truly remarkable
character.

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj B Alderson
SSM WO2 (SSM) Buckle

EXERCISE REFUGIO DIAMOND - by LCpl Wignall

Following the initial nervous exchanges made between the new
team and the routine passport checks, we boarded the flight to
Chile via the Falkland Islands.  During our time in urban Chile we
relied mainly on the Spanish that Lt McCafferty spoke, instead of
the designated linguist LCpl ‘Wiggy’ Wignall.  After our pictures
were taken by a rather small amigo we set off through one of the
most beautiful Patagonia nature reserves - the classic Torres Del
Paine circuit.

Day one of the 150km trek involved a rather steep incline to our
first camp where we were to experience our first wash in freezing
cold glacier water - a rather chilly bath! The evening entertainment
involved huddling round the fire, our communal meeting point. It
was prehistoric man’s TV as we all found ourselves staring at the
flames late into the night to keep us warm. 

On the second day, a distance of 20 km was covered, but our
furious pace, even with 25kg bergens, ensured that we made it to
Puerto Seron with plenty of daylight left. The weather was so
good that our responsible JSMEL(s) tried to ensure that we all
wore sun cream. Unfortunately Cpl Taff Evans was not going to
be told, as he knew that sun cream would not work on his skin!
Unexpectedly the designated campsite was shared with ‘Bully’
the bull. This one tonne steak eyed us up for a good while, but
fortunately his only intention was to get to the stream for a nice
refreshing drink of water, not squaddie blood. So we all slept
soundly that night.

The third leg was a fairly flat route along the valley floor.
Consequently we were beset with the awesome sights of
magnificent mountains and a variety of colours and shapes that
you would expect on a tropical island. The wide valley floor and
the Rio Del Paine also ensured that there was plenty of tricky wet
ground to cross. Sig Kirkby found this out and as a result,
blamed the whole group for her slow progress across the
marshes. The time and effort was rewarded with a spectacular
western style ranch where wild horses roamed and very friendly
local hospitality abounded. 

Sigs Watson & Davis on Torres del Paine circuit. ‘I’m a
professional mountaineer, with all the gear!’

Sgt Mcminn, Sgt Green and the lucky raffle prize-winner test out
the adaptability of Santa’s new sleigh
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The highest point, Paso John Gardner at 1275m, was reached on
day five, following a slight deviation by Lt Jim King. He went on
to say that if he was on his own, he would have carried on
through the 6ft deep snow and clear a way through the
impenetrable trees on the almost vertical slope. We were soon
rewarded with the massive expanse of ice, Glacier Grey. It was an
awesome sight to behold and a memory that all the team will
cherish for a long, long time. The tricky descent that followed was
not quite as awe inspiring, causing tempers to fray. Fortunately we
fell, stumbled and slid down the steep route to the next campsite,
but with no broken bones. Standing around the fire that night we
were grateful to be told by one of the more intelligent members of
the group, Cpl Lord, that ‘There were too many logs and trees in
this forest.’ We would never have noticed! 

The day’s walk toward Lake Grey, the iceberg catcher for Glacier
Grey, offered many outstanding views of the glacier and the
magnificent snow capped mountains in the distance. Our
campsite that night was like a paradise. Refuge Grey offered a
welcoming alternative to the twice a day pasta meal as did the
hiring of warmer sleeping bags to replace the inadequate Army
issue. Sgt Rawlings managed to shift teasing of the other

travellers in the refuge for a short moment when he declared how
inadequate his map was. That was until someone pointed out that
it was not actually Chile at all, but Peru!

Awakening the following day was quite difficult for Sig
O’Callaghan’s tent, but the slowness was quickly rectified by the
daily pace setter, Sig Pardoe. We raced up the hill to the
remaining classical viewpoint in Torres del Paine. We were
engulfed in vast towers of rock, reaching up to the clouds above,
for miles around. Time was taken to relax in the splendid scenery
before we retraced our steps down the hill to base camp. 

For the remainder of the trek an emphasis was placed on map
reading, especially for the team members undergoing SMP
training. The stop over campsite was Camp Pehoe, which in the
Patagonian Andes, is a bit like a mega mall. The hospitality was
second to none and we were privileged to be hosted by ‘Bear
Fighter’, one of the local guides. 

The ten day trek culminated in a speedboat ride along the Rio
Serrano and then a cruiser out of the remote hills to civilisation,
which was a fitting and fun way to cap off a demanding and
exhilarating expedition through the Southern Patagonian Andes.

2 SIGNAL REGIMENT

CO LtCol SK MacRostie MBE
RSM WO1 AJ Frost

2 Sig Regt (plus) is deploying to Kuwait on OP TELIC. With over
150 personnel now already deployed in support of the Joint Force
Logistic Component (JFLogC) and a fast ball RSIT thrown in for
good measure, the month or so since our return from Christmas
leave could be easily described as hectic, chaotic even. The
soldiers in the Regt and especially HQ Sqn will no doubt find that
to be a typically British understatement….and what the wives
must think is probably not polite to print! 
In spite of all this, the Regt is deploying in good order (whether it
arrives at the other end in equally good order we have yet to see)
with its attached personnel bringing us up to a strength of over
900 people. With new eqpts, systems and new tasks, this will
certainly be an interesting challenge for the Regt. 

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj S Clarke GM QGM
SSM WO2 P Griffiths

As we go to press, none of the above are in station.  OC HQ Sqn
Maj Steve Clarke is busy bullying our American friends into
giving up some equipment and real estate on a recce in Kuwait.
SSM Pete Griffiths is crying himself to sleep at nights in the
Falkland Islands because by the time he returns, the Sqn will have
deployed on OP TELIC.  Still not to worry SSM, as we are sure
there will be plenty of opportunity to get involved in some real
time interesting issues with the rear party in York?  

QM DEPARTMENT 

QM (G) Maj Dalton
QM (T) Capt McKenna
RQMS (G) WO2 Stillie
RQMS (T) WO2 White

Both Depts are now back from a well-earned Christmas and New
Year break and have jumped straight into preparation for RSIT and
the LSI.   After a major effort by our resident signallers, Sig Haley,
Sig Lee and Sig Reid the Depts aged ESV’s received a good
report on the RSIT Inspection.  Thanks also to Cpl Richie
Howard who, as well as running the R&I Bay looks after our
vehicle fleet.  Keeping the younger members of the Dept outside
in the cold meant that the more mature members were able to
make use of the additional office space indoors. 

The annual joust with the LSI team has just taken place. Our team
included Capt McKenna QM (T), WO2 Dave White RQ (T), SSgt

Stu Taylor, Sgt Steve Howard, Cpl Mick Potter and LCpl Roy
Taylor, along with our civilian staff, Mrs Conny McIntyre and Mr
Kev Potter. All worked long hours in preparation for the LSI, and
we received a good report.

And just as we thought working routine and hours would return to
some normality, lurking in the background was EX LUCKY
WARRIOR/OP TELIC. Once again the Dept, along with the QM (G)
side responded well with the preparation for the oncoming EX/OP.
We welcome Sgt Helen McMonagle, our Sup Con URS (T), Sig
Kelly Grey and Sig Jase Kolikata.  And we say a fond farewell to
WO2 RQMS (T) Dave Simpson who is off to run a Post Office.
We wish him all the best and good luck in Civvy Street.  We also
say goodbye to newly promoted Sgt ‘Wolfie’ Oldfield on his
departure to the Falkland Islands and then Northern Ireland. We
wish him and his family all the best. The last goodbye goes to
LCpl Claire Edwards, who was posted to JCUNI.

REGIMENTAL RECRUITING TEAM 

Team Leader Sgt Eden
Team 2IC Cpl Ablott

Firstly we say goodbye Lt Mel Crawford and Sig ‘Red’ Herring,
who go to 214 Sig Sqn; to Cpl ‘Jib’ Ablott who is off to RSS
Blandford; to Sgt ‘Eve’ Eden who goes to 1 Div; and to Sig Suzie
Kerr, who was an original founding member of the Team.
During the months November and December the RRT has been
actively recruiting in Huddersfield, Halifax, Wakefield and the
surrounding areas, as well as visiting school sports events. With
the assistance from WO1 (FofS) Batley and SSgt (YofS) Plant,
the Team instructed a course from Huddersfield college on
military communications, which was very well received by all. The
Team also took part in the Army presentation during the Careers
Convention in Manchester in November.

TM TROOP

Tp Comd WO1 (FofS) Batley
Tp SSgt Sgt Davidson

The Tp Christmas function gave us the opportunity to welcome
some of our new arrivals since we last went to press, namely, Cpl
Williamson and Sgt Bernie Lovick. We also say hello and
goodbye to Cpl Glen Bruce, who is still working on Belgium time
and is now getting used to South Atlantic time. We also
congratulate Cpl Jooles Roberts on her new arrival, a baby boy,
Morgan.

Since returning from Christmas leave and hitting the ground
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running (and no sign of stopping yet), work has been very hectic
but we have still made time to welcome our newer new arrivals,
Cpl Rick Stapleton, and LCpls Steve Rigamoto, and Joe
Binder.

AGC (SPS) DETACHMENT

RAO Capt Potterton
AGC Det Comd Capt Lockitt

It has been an extremely busy period for the AGC (SPS) Det of 2
Sig Regt.  After the mayhem of EXs LOG VIPER 2 and KEY
FLIGHT, it was hoped that we could settle back into a working
routine. Unfortunately, this wasn’t to be. Cpl Green and LCpl Bill
Whyman had already been trained up on AP3 prior to EX LOG
VIPER, so off they went to assist HQ 15 (NE) Bde on OP FRESCO.

In between ex’s and ops, Cpl Green managed to get herself away
on some adventure training - something about flying whilst
hanging on to a metal frame with some material for wings.
Apparently, this course was cancelled, so Cpl Theresa Green
opted for the real sensible option, to stay and do some
paragliding instead.  She even passed the course and is looking
forward to the next one.  Well done Theresa.

Meanwhile, Boxing fever had well and truly gripped the Regt. Sgt
Steve Shaw and Sgt Dave Smith (REME) were heavily involved in
training the Boxing team, preparing for the first round of the Army
Grade 3 Novice Championships against the QDG’s in December
02.  The evening was a resounding success, and having walked
away with a 5-4 win under our belts, everybody was talking about
Boxing and the prospect of meeting 2 RGJ in the next round in
January 03.  We lost this one 5-4, but it went right to the wire in an
absolutely explosive evening of quality novice boxing.  We live to
fight another day!

Both WO2 Pete Hubbert and Sgt Steve Shaw have enrolled in a
cooking course at York College and are testing their results on the
rest of the det.  So far, no one has come down with food
poisoning.  Point to note: Pete needs to practise his pasta making
technique. 

The dets now find themselves heavily involved in OP TELIC.  It
has been all hands on deck since returning from Christmas leave.
We have de-centralised, with Cpl Karen Williamson and LCpl
‘Faz’ Farrah taking over in 219 Sig Sqn; Cpl Theresa Green and
LCpl ‘Bill’ Whyman taking over in 214 Sig Sqn and Cpl Caroline
Johnstone and Pte Madeloso taking over in HQ Sqn.  The
majority of the det will be deploying. We wish them all a safe
deployment and look forward to seeing them all safely back.

CORMORANT IIMPLEMENTATION TEAM

Tp Comd WO2 NAC Cooper
Tp Admin Sgt S Dade

The last Ptarmigan Conversion course finished on 23 January 03.
The current course of (Ex) Tele Op Data officially became Tele Op
Sys as of Friday 24 January 03. They have all worked hard,
especially in the present climate, as some expect to return to their
own units to deploy on ops.  The instructors, Cpl Lee Rickard
and Cpl Andy Rutter, have given their time over the last two
years helping to re-train over a hundred Tele Op Sys or Area Sys
Ops. After his EFP course, Cpl Lee Rickard is posted to 1 Div in
May. He expects to arrive with his wife, Ally then join the rest of
his unit in Kuwait. Cpl Andy Rutter on the other hand was posted
to 11 Sig Regt in Blandford, but it looks as though he will be in
Kuwait before Cpl Rickard. The CORMORANT Implementation
Team (CIT) wishes them all the best on their departure from the
Dept.

The instructors who are left to teach CORMORANT are WO2 Neil
Cooper, SSgt Rob Eden, SSgt Rob Fieldhouse, Sgt Jim
Davidson and Sgt Steve Dade.  WO2 Neil Cooper is busy
teaching SSgt Rob Fieldhouse as much as possible, so that he
can move to his new job as SSM 214 Sig Sqn.  This may seem
like a strange move from Subject Matter Expert (SME) to boots
and hair cuts, but at least when 214 get the CORMORANT
equipment, the lads and lasses will be unable to bulls**t their new
Sergeant Major.

Even though the Regt is very busy with preparing for deployment
on OP TELIC, CIT are still expecting the CORMORANT training

equipment to be installed in York before the end of March 2003.
After some further training for the SME’s, courses will hopefully
start again in May 2003 (pending any students!).

DTG/SYS 04/02 - THE FINAL COURSE

On 18 November 2002, the final DTG to Systems re-trade course
gathered up at York for eight weeks of arduous training. There
were quite a few discerning glances as people took their places in
the classroom and memories a plenty came flooding back as
more than one familiar face walked into the classroom. There
were 14 attendees and our two instructors were Cpls Lee
Rickard and Andy Rutter. All in all, the course was very
enjoyable with everybody passing and looking forward to their
Class I in two weeks time. This brings to an end two years of hard
work by Cpls Rutter and Rickard - or so they thought, as Cpl
Rutter packs his Bergen ready for Kuwait

EXERCISE KEY LEADER 2/02 – REGIMENTAL LEADERSHIP
CADRE - by Sig Anand Limbu

EX KEY LEADER 2/02, also known as the CO’s JNCO Cadre was
held from 18 – 29 November 02.  As in preceding years, the main
aim of this exercise was to assess leadership qualities as well as
testing various military skills.  The ex was divided into 2 phases -
a camp phase in week 1 and a field phase in week 2, with the 31
candidates being divided into 3 sections of a platoon.

During the camp phase we were assessed on our personal drill,
turn out and physical fitness.  This also included command tasks
and a group discussion on current affairs.  Each candidate got an
opportunity to be sec comd.  At the end of the week we
underwent our final assessment on presentation skills.
We arrived in Sennybridge for deployment into the field phase. 
This phase was completely different and tougher than the camp

Wet conditions didn’t help with a task like this

Sig Barun emerging from the swamp
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phase.  It started by a burden retrieval of 4 miles.   We were
assessed on basic infantry skills, involving night navigation,
command and control, giving orders, conducting different types of
patrols and tactics.  Like in the camp phase, each of us was given
the opportunity to command a sec.  On the final day we carried
out a platoon attack followed by an assault course, which brought
the exercise to an end.  Top student of the course was Sig Anand
Limbu from 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn. It was a demanding course, with
hard work under the pressure of bad weather and the haste with
which we were expected to perform the tasks.  Nonetheless, it
was a great job done, a struggle overcome and a goal achieved.

214 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

ROMAN TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Frost
Tp SSgt SSgt Icke

For those wanting a quiet life, Roman Tp certainly has not been
the place to be recently. The OC and Tp SSgt have had their work
cut out for them, with a second line inspection to prepare for just
before Christmas and an RSIT three days after arriving back.  As if
this was not enough, the entire trunk node was then handed over
to 246 Sig Sqn the following day. Well at least it brushed the
cobwebs away after Christmas!  

As well as a lot of things happening on the work front, Roman Tp
has been going through a period of upheaval recently, with new
personnel arriving right, left and centre.  The Tp has recently lost
LCpl Sandeman to 3 Div, Sig Smith to 216 Sig Sqn, Sig Dixon to
civvy street and Cpl Chamberlain to Pennine Tp here on camp.
Cpl Chamberlain will be remembered as having the fastest
promotion in NATO. He arrived in April 2002 as a Sig and left in
the December as a full Cpl, which was thoroughly deserved. 

New arrivals have been Sgt Howard, Sgt Glaves, Cpl Kadlec,
Cpl Powell, LCpl Baron, LCpl Barwick, LCpl Ramsden, LCpl
Marsden, Sig Blake, Sig Bloor and Sig Granger, who are all
warmly welcomed into the Tp.  Congratulations are also in order
for Cpl Powell, Cpl Chamberlain and LCpl Walker for coming off
the LCpl to Cpl board and for LCpl Barwick, LCpl Finlay, LCpl
Smith, Sig Blake and Sig Linsley for coming off the Sig to LCpl
board.  All the promotions were earned through hard work and
determination. The Tp is now looking forward to whatever the
future brings but it looks like we could be quiet busy for the next
few months!  

VIKING TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Mel Crawford
Tp SSgt SSgt Mark Wigmore

Firstly we say goodbye to Cpl Preen, who has gone on promotion
to 30 Sig Regt and to LCpl Rees, Sig Holmes and Sig Price who
have been posted to 7 Sig Regt.  Hello to Cpl Hodgson, from the
White Helmets and Sigs Duncan, Jennings, Johnson, Nevin,
Symington and Wood, all newly arrived from Blandford.  It has
been a very busy 02 with deployments to Afghanistan, Tampa,
Virginia and Roman Tp during EX LOG VIPER and last but not
least, the Corsham Hub.  With this, combined with most of the Tp
attending courses in preparation for the arrival of TALON, and the
commitments of OP FRESCO, we have completed one busy year
and are looking forward to the next.  The Tp moves into the New
Year having collected the first of the TALON SATCOM
detachments and with everyone looking forward to the challenges
that lay ahead.  On a sporting front, a number of the Tp have
represented the Regt, notably Sigs Smedley, Gregory and Ward,
who were members of the boxing team which reached the quarter
finals of the Army cup, to be narrowly defeated by the 1st
Battalion RGJ.

219 SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj Rab Young
SSM WO2(SSM) Abson

PHOENIX TROOP 

Tp Comd Lt Keith
Tp SSgt SSgt Peters

The Tp would like to welcome Cpl’s Daz Ormiston and Caz
Goode, and say a sad farewell to Cpl John Hilton, who we let
loose to Civ Div. 

Since the last update, the Tp has been somewhat busy to say the
least. December saw ECI, which has replaced the much-loved
PRE inspection. As usual, The Tp took all the tasks on the chin,
rising to the challenge, and were rewarded with a good Christmas
Tp bash. Next followed the 219 Sqn Christmas bash, which was
held at the local rugby club and was enjoyed by all. January has
provided more of the same. First parade on the 6 January brought
second line inspections, which rapidly changed to RSIT in the
space of twenty-five minutes. Again the lads and lasses took the
strain and dug in their heels and after the unwelcome graft, we
were rewarded with good reports. At present the Tp are preparing
for possible deployments to the various hot spots in the world,
which has brought the usual mil trg packages. Mid January has
seen many of the Tp depart to the RSS Blandford for various
courses and taskings, which include 501, and 503 in preparation
for the Regt receiving these equipments into the Sqn. All said and
done, a busy start to the year for the Tp, which hopefully will
settle down to the usual day to day work in the up and coming
months…WAIT OUT!!

EAGLE TROOP

Tp Comd 2Lt Russell Plested
Tp SSgt SSgt Dave Gallagher

Another busy year has passed for Eagle Tp, and the last 2 months
have been no exception.  In the run up to Christmas the Tp has
been as busy as at any other time of the year, mainly in the bars of
York that is!  We say a fond farewell to Lt Abby Parkinson, Sig
McHugh and LCpl Warner.  We welcome 2Lt Russ Plested.
The Christmas Tp function was organised by Sig Evans and
consisted of a day’s bowling down at the local bowling centre.
The bowling ability of the Tp did vary, and Sig Bellerby walked
away with an amazing cash prize of £15 for being the best bowler
on the day, although SSgt Gallagher was just 2 points away from
claiming the prize himself. ‘I was robbed’ he was heard
screaming.  Many sore heads have returned safe and well from
the Christmas break and we are looking forward to the undoubted
many challenges this year will bring.

246 QUEEN’S GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON 

OC Maj J Caesar
SSM WO2 Tara Bahadur Pun

– notes by Sig Padam Darlami
The year 2002 proved to be a hectic year for 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn

and included the Reformation Parade in May 02. Despite
operations, exercises and other commitments during the year the
Sqn still managed to participate in several Regtl sports
competitions. The first competition was Rugby, and unfortunately
we ended up last.  We performed much better in the Athletics
competition and the Sqn produced some excellent individual
performances.  Next came the Hockey competition, which we
won convincingly, ably assisted by the OC, Maj Julius Caesar.
After good scores in the Football and Orienteering, the final
competition was Basketball.  We had some brilliant players in our
team and there was no difficulty in beating the other Sqns despite
our smaller stature.  246 Sig Sqn eventually topped the list of the
rest of the Sqns, just 1 point ahead of HQ Sqn, and proudly
achieved the Champion Sqn in the Regt for the year 2002.

246 Sqn Hockey Team



3 (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
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CO Lt Col BD Hudson
RSM WO1(RSM) DJ Kelly

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

It’s that time again and all change in the top corridor, as Lt Col P
J Davies departs on promotion to Blandford, where he picks up
the reins as the SOinC(A)’s COS. Both he and Caroline will be
sorely missed, unlike their dog, Lily, who has been responsible for
several lunches disappearing from the RAO’s desk. We saw Col
Davies off in style courtesy of a Taliban ‘technical’ complete with
armed escort. We wish him and his family all the very best for the
future and our thanks for all his efforts on our behalf during his
time in command.

A warm welcome to the new CO, Lt Col David Hudson, Thea
and family. The new CO is fresh from ‘Big School’ at Shrivenham,
and all the subbies are eagerly anticipating lots of essays on
doctrine as part of their intellectual development. A welcome is
also extended to Sgt Bent, our new Unicom System
Administrator, and to Sgt Culleton, who replaces Sgt Allen.
RHQ’s best wishes and thanks go to Sgt Allen for all her work
and sporting contributions and we wait with interest to see if Sgt
Culleton can match up to her legendary netball skills. He should
find it quite a challenge. We also have a new Ops Offr, Capt Paul
Pearce, who joins us from 30 Sig Regt. Welcome to him, Kelly
and his white socks.

It’s February and romance is definitely in the air. Congratulations
to Maj James Langley, OC 222 Sqn, on his recent engagement
to Liz, and to Lt Ollie Ford, who is due to marry Kate in the very
near future prior to his deployment overseas. The fact that the
Adjt, Maj Graham Ingram, has recently bought what can only be
described as a ‘family car’ is entirely coincidental…

202 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Andy White
SSM WO2 (SSM) Matt Wakeling

The past few months have been very difficult for the Sqn. With
both OP FRESCO and OP TELIC, we are loosing manpower faster
than they are coming in. 

A couple points of interest around the Sqn include Lt Freemantle
now being eligible for promotion and Maj White now qualified to
drive every conceivable vehicle in the military arsenal, or so the
badges say!! 

However, the Sqn has still been able to fully prep for a thorough
Board of Officers and to deploy Div Main. This is through the
professional approach by all the soldiers. A very big thank you
and well done. 

Lt Col Davies departs Bulford in style

INKERMAN TROOP
Tp Comd Lt Matt Freemantle
Tp SSgt  SSgt Pete Lawn

As always, a busy time for the Tp as we return from Christmas
leave with EX IRON MAPPS taking us to the warm lands of
Otterburn. With snow on the ground it was a winner for morale
and the sliding Rovers were most amusing (Sig Blake) with some
being bogged in for 12 hours (well done LCpl Rodda). Also EX
STAFF RIDE was a testing time for our Class 1 tent erectors, with
Div Main being set up and 432’s breaking down left, right and
centre.

We would like to welcome back LCpl Andy Martin, returning from
his class one, and two new additions to the Tp, Cpl Danny
Pearson, and 2Lt Watson (who replaces Lt Freemantle). We say
farewell to Cpl Scott Lewis, who is leaving us to apply his
expertise elsewhere; to Sig Stevie Ellis, leaving for 20 Armd Bde
(and also celebrating his promotion); to Sig ‘Simo’ Simpson,
leaving us for Cyprus; and to Sig Blake, who is also celebrating
promotion and is off to 15 Sig Regt. After being promoted, Sig
Jim Ronald is leaving Bulford on posting to 12 Mech Bde only to
have to re-pack soon after to return to Bulford later in the year.
For some there is no escaping!

WATERLOO TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Beckie Jacques
Tp SSgt SSgt Frank McGuinness

The Tp returned from Christmas leave refreshed and ready to
jump straight back in to the new season, with half of us deployed
on EX RED MAPPS in Otterburn, and the rest concentrated on
preparing dets for an attachment to 1 Mech Bde and EX STAFF
RIDE in Ludgershall. The Tp Comd, Lt Jacques, returned from her
extended skiing trip just in time to join EX STAFF RIDE and the joy
of taking part in her first conference call. The TV programme Guns
& Roses sprung to mind and she was duly wound up, with
phrases such as ‘Well I had them all a minute ago Sir’. 

Congratulations go to her for making it into BLAST this year and
to LCpl Randy Hussey for bringing some silver back and making
the Army Skiing finals. Well done. With an abundance of wide-
eyed youngsters arriving from Blandford, efforts are now
concentrating on getting them all track-trained to spare them the
wrath of Sgt Wilson. The Tp bids farewell to Sig Hydes and Sig
Knight, off to seek their fortunes in Civ Div. Good luck to you
both.

206 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC Maj R J Freeman
SSM WO2 (SSM) Buckley

The Sqn has recently enlarged, following the introduction of the IS
Team, formerly part of HQ Sqn. They will provide IS support not
only to HQ DSG, but also to Div Main and the 3 Bdes. The Team
was quickly put to use supporting both the Div and Bde CPX. 

The rest of the Sqn have been busy manning control centres for
OP FRESCO and preparing vehicles for deployment and ex’s,
turning the Sqn YofS’s hair grey in the process. Someone will
appreciate it!

NORMANDY TROOP

Tp Comd Lt ‘Emz’ Metcalfe
Tp SSgt  SSgt Chris Loughlin

There have been a lot of changes in the Tp over the last few
months.  We say hello to all the 251 knife, fork, spoons that have
all recently arrived from the factory, as well as the odd person
who’s arrived from elsewhere. (Sgt Love and Sig Reid)  There are



also some goodbyes. So whether you’ve escaped to Civ Div or
just pastures new, best of luck. (and get some work done LCpl
Hodge, Sig Szejok, Mr Cowan and Mr Gee)

The Tp itself has been busy with many ex’s and resurrecting 6
entire SAN groups from the dead. True to Army fashion, the
course of hard graft never runs smoothly. With having to assist in
OP FRESCO and wondering when we might be in line for a 40%
pay rise, plus all the other minor taskings, you’ll be lucky to find 2
people who actually know one another. So at times, the garages
are a bit of a ghost town. Roll on peace and quiet (and yet another
BPFA).

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj J Langley
SSM WO2 (SSM) Bruce

The hectic programme of ensuring that the Sqn’s newly acquired
SCRA(SC) capability is operationally ready has continued apace
over the past two months. Following a full Sqn deployment on
Salisbury Plain testing SCRA(SC)s in every type of configuration
possible during EX RED MAPPS 2, the Sqn was able to develop
both the necessary technical expertise and doctrine. Immediately
after Christmas leave the Sqn, together with numerous other
elements from within the Regt, deployed to the North East of
England on EX IRON MAPPS, using both Catterick and Otterburn
training areas. Its success was dependent on achieving full
manning, so the Sqn was reinforced from elsewhere in the Regt.
Thus the ex was also a useful test of force generation. This
substantial undertaking had the purpose of proving absolutely the
SCRA(SC) installations as an operational capability. It effectively
acted to confirm all elements of the Sqn had attained Collective
Performance Level 4 (CP4).

Towards the end of the ex and immediately afterwards, it became
apparent that the immediate benefits such a comprehensive ex
programme were timely indeed.  Deployment on OP TELIC now
beckons, and should prove an outstanding opportunity for the
Sqn to prove its worth. It could not be better prepared that it is
now. 

ADEN TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Knight
Tp SSgt SSgt Turner

Lt Knight somehow managed to miss EX RED MAPPS 2 and
instead travelled to Austria for the Corps Snowboarding
Championships. He took with him a group of wannabe boarders,
including Sigs Smallman and Cullen from the Tp. After a
gruelling week of high altitude training and four days of racing in
sub-zero temperatures, the most prestigious award was finally
given to Sig Cullen. She returned home with the wooden spoon!
Also making an appearance on the winter sports scene was Sgt
Shilton, who spent a week throwing himself down an icy death
slide in a bobsleigh at the Army Novice Skeleton Bobsleigh
Championships. He did very well just managing to keep himself
intact!

After a much-needed and well-deserved rest over Christmas, we
returned for a day before heading north for EX IRON MAPPS. The
Sqn grew overnight from 100 to 180; enough even for three man
RR dets. Ten days spent in ice, snow and rain in Catterick and
Otterburn provided us with a massive training opportunity,
especially where the vehicles were concerned. Well done to Lt
Knight, Sgt Shilton, Sgt Love, LCpl Husband and Sig Cullen for
their mixture of driving and guiding skills, which ended with four
vehicles in ditches and one well and truly stuck (Sgt Shilton’s).
This was the most impressive performance, with his Rover being
stuck for more than 30 hours (although 2Lt Speed was probably
partly to blame!). We now feel as ready as possible for our
potential deployment to Kuwait in the near future with the
prospect of warmer weather causing great excitement. 

Finally the Tp are glad to welcome on board Cpl Adam from 16
Sig Regt and Sgt Love from the other end of the corridor in SHQ
Tp. We also say farewell to SSgt Pickering who, after four years
in the Sqn, is going to 101 Log Bde and Sig Sqn as a newly
qualified IS Op (his fourth change of trade!). All the very best of
luck to him.

OMAN TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Thompson
Tp SSgt SSgt Dunbar

Christmas leave for Oman Tp was sandwiched between two
major MAPPS trial exercises. EX RED MAPPS 2 on a chilly plain
saw us getting to grips with the principles of the Ptarmigan to
MAPPS interface. Minus seven degrees Celsius prepared us for
Otterburn. Cpl Sheath did his best to introduce bumper cars to
the Plain. Anyone for reversing school? Then, just as the mince
pies were digesting, the Tp deployed on EX IRON MAPPS. This
was a substantial undertaking. With the mind focused on recent
political developments, the Tp slotted into the MOVCON
nightmare of a 130-vehicle move, 300 miles to the north. Service
stations on the A1 and M1 have never had it so good. 

Phase 1 of the ex saw the Tp shoehorned into a forested
quagmire in Catterick Garrison. The addition of the OSC jamboree
to the location made for a case of Ptarmigan sardines. The
extraction from Phase 1 was helped tremendously by the skill of
the Foden team! LCpl (now Cpl) Kelly chose to stay on in the
tundra a while after demonstrating his ability to fell trees with a RR
whilst stuck in a ditch at a 50 degree angle.

Following more motorway café meals, and we arrived in an arctic
Otterburn. Very low temperatures and a tiny location
characterised the first few days. We did move when it thawed –
downwards! Full credit to the whole of Mud Bath Tp for driving
safely, and getting the comms in in inclement weather. The new
faces in the Tp were presented with a particularly steep learning
curve, but across the board the lessons learned were substantial.
The return journey saw a quick pit stop at Marne Barracks,
Catterick, to host the Oman Tp egg-banjo-eating race, after which
the Tp cannonballed back to Bulford. 

Over the last few months the Tp has welcomed Sig Perkins, and
waved off Sig Wooton and the inimitable Cpl Austin. We wish
Cpl Austin and his menagerie all the best and thank him for his
efficiency and effort in the Tp. So what of the future? Rumours
abound, ferries await - maybe the chance for the newly-extended
TN 083 to perform on the world stage. 

SHARJAH TROOP

Tp OC 2Lt Ellis
Tp SSgt SSgt Baker 

Sharjah Tp were back into the swing off it as soon as they came
back from Christmas leave. After the successful introduction of
the new Switching Centrals in EX RED MAPPS 1 & 2 we were off
to the north east of England, specifically Catterick and Otterburn,
for a full Sqn ex including a number of Regt assets.

We deployed on the 08 Jan 03, driving the TN up to Catterick
Garrison - a 12-hr road move in total. It was like Wacky Races
driving up the M1, especially when Sig Hinson was driving. After
a successful start to the ex in Catterick, the switch crew decided
to liven up the exercise with a midnight firework display in the
form of a tent disappearing in flames. The Tp was soon given the
pleasure of having 24 hours off, but instead of visiting the famous
nightlife of the North East, they had to spend the time off on a ice
rink watching SSgt (SQMS) Bayliss and WO2 (SSM) Bruce do an
almost foot perfect rendition of Torvel and Dean. Having
successfully completed the road move to Otterburn, Sig Prior
soon showed us all how to manoeuvre our vehicles into a ditch
and the RR’s did a fantastic demonstration of what it’s like to be in
a wind tunnel. The ex went well, and before they knew it the node
was heading back down the M1 towards Bulford. On arrival back
at camp, the Sqn was rewarded with a weekend off for all their
hard work and an exclusive free sun tan holiday, as we were
warned off to deploy on OP TELIC - Fantastic! 

We had to say goodbye this month to newly promoted Cpl ‘Aidie’
Hosking, who has been posted to HQ 11 Bde, and we welcome
2Lt Ellis, who will be leading the Tp off to Kuwait.

MASIRAH TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Norton
Tp SSgt SSgt Clark

After arriving back following a well-deserved leave, we all would

THE WIRE, APRIL 2003 137



like to welcome Cpl Butler and say goodbye to LCpl Major who
is now a civilian. On 07 January 03 Masirah Tp deployed to
Catterick on EX IRON MAPPS to enhance our knowledge and
capability on the detachments and engineering into the Ptarmigan
system. 

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 6

After months of anticipation the time finally arrived for the 3 Div
snowboard team to go on a road trip. With weeks of supplies and
6 hangers on, including Capt Kemp and Sigs wannabe Capt
Davies, the team of eight set off for Zell-Am-See and EX
MERCURY GLACIER 6, the Corps Snowboarding Championships.
On loading the minibus, LCpl Longbottom’s home entertainment
system seemed a tad over the top for a fortnight’s exercise, but it
turned out to be in great demand after the hard days of training.
Full of excitement and trepidation, the team had a surprisingly
uneventful trip and arrived in resort a mere 24 hours later. An initial
ground orientation was vital for the team’s success, so several
hours were spent assessing the local refreshment points. 

Training during the first week was, as always, of an extremely high
standard. Conducted by a mad group of Dutch boarders from the
company Ripstar, it ensured progression from complete novice to
varying degrees of ability. Fortunately injuries were only minor. The
second week came very quickly and with it beautiful clear skies
and the prospect of some great racing. Temperatures of –10°C
and below meant the spectator enjoyment was a little decreased,
but otherwise conditions were fantastic. Sig Smallman managed
to complete all races with a distinct lack of turns, but at least kept
the course nicely groomed for others. The team put a huge
amount of effort into their racing and deservedly won several
prizes, with Sig Cullen gaining the wooden spoon for her extra
special efforts. Despite his clothing, Sig Perry came 2nd overall
novice and 2nd in the novice slalom. LCpl Tunnard came 3rd in
the novice slalom and won the novice dual slalom. Lt Knight
came 3rd overall and 2nd in the Dual Slalom. The remainder of the
team, LCpl Longbottom and Cpls French and Brownsword, did
not quite manage to make the prizes, but still had excellent
performances. Overall it was a superb exercise, with the only
mishap being a slight misunderstanding with petrol payment
leading to blue flashing lights appearing behind us and a return
trip to a petrol station. It only delayed our journey home by a few
hours!

EXERCISE CANARY GOLD - by 2Lt Richard Bennett

Early on 30 December 2002, I made my way via Gatwick to
Lanzarote with a crew of 5 others of all Services. This was the
start of two weeks of sailing, and my introduction to an excellent
sport. After an initial shake-out, involving a familiarisation trip
around Lanzarote harbour, changing sails and tacking, we were
ready for some more serious sailing between the islands. Being
New Year’s eve, this didn’t last, so it was a tired and hung over
crew who set sail on New Year’s Day. After being dissuaded from

making for the delights of Morocco, our first foray was to the
island of Fuertaventura. Despite some issues with seasickness,
the crew performed very well, bonding rapidly, with plenty of
healthy inter–services banter (we had regular and TA Army
officers, an RAF pilot and a Chief Petty Officer in close quarters).
With strong winds and warm weather, our Vic 34 yacht made
excellent progress to Gran Canaria, and then on to Tenerife. Here
we turned about, and experienced more testing sailing against the
wind in a dash back to Lanzarote. This filled perfectly the two
weeks allotted to us, allowing time for a few adventures along the
way, including visiting Tenerife’s volcano, and one of our crew
having an audition with the London Philharmonic choir (very
unsuccessfully).

It was a tremendously enjoyable trip that gave me a taste for
sailing and a great deal of experience. It is run annually during
winter, and two yachts are available, a Vic 34 and Nic 55 with a
capacity of 19 between them. EX CANARY GOLD was under-
subscribed this year, so I would recommend anyone of any ability
to take this excellent opportunity.

EXERCISE ALPINE DRAGON - by Lt Becky Jacques

Once more the season had come to stretch stiffened ski legs and
fulfil inner longings to don all-in-one Lycra suits. To this end a 3
Div skiing elite of new and old faces was taken by Team Captain,
Lt Becky Jacques, to compete in both the Corps and Div
Championships. Equipped with gleaming pairs of brand new
Salomon skis and Tricorn coloured spandex suits (courtesy of a
Nuffield Trust grant) the 3 Div Ski Team set forth to the mountains.

The first destination for the Luc Alphande wannabes was to the
Corps Championships held in Zell-Am-See in Austria. The Camp
catered for varying aptitudes of skiing and after shaking off the
cobwebs, all skiers were separated into ability groups led by Army
instructors. Sig Morgans struggled to remember her ski legs and
formed part of the special group, whilst in a huge conspiracy and
cloud of unjustness, Lt Becky Jacques, LCpl Dodgson and Sig
Donna Moore were allocated to a ‘just about skied before’ group!
With an obviously flawed system, three solid weeks of instruction
commenced. This proved of enormous benefit to the whole team,
who, without exception vastly improved their technique in
preparation for the week of racing to follow. 

The week of racing proved challenging to all, particularly those
who were experiencing it for the first time. Lt Becky Jacques
managed to elevate her skiing status, whist Cpl Harris growled
his way to wiping out in most races. LCpl Hussey proved to be
hero of the hour in the penultimate week, although revelled in his
glory for days, winning third in the GS and most improved skier
overall. The Corps Championships as a whole gave excellent
preparation and experience to the Team, who were all continuing
on to compete in the Div Championships in January.

Prior to commencing two solid weeks of racing in the Div
Championships, the Team had two days to work off the mince
pies from Christmas and to discover the slopes of Serre Chevalier.
The conditions were perfect, with all the valley pistes open and
glorious sunshine. The excellent snow conditions meant that the
full race programme could be run, including the downhill race. All
the team felt that the ante was raised, with the races being longer,
more technical, yet hugely rewarding on completion. The nervous
adrenaline/absent terror experienced, when teetering on a
seeming precipice for the downhill race, adorned with two planks
of wood in the start gate should not be underestimated. Even
LCpl Hussey and LCpl Dustan, despite their bravado and
general lunatic straight line skiing, admitted being scared. Others
in the team, notably LCpl Nicky Dodgson and Sig George
Brooksbank, were more vocal in the apparently ridiculous idea of
launching yourself at speed down a mountain. However all, in
heroic proportions, navigated themselves around the gates and to
the bottom in their own special ways. 

In lieu of winning the Div Championships, the Team still found
itself proudly clutching a cluster of medals (and not only ones
congratulating you for turning up, I hasten to add.) LCpl Dustan
ruled the day, by winning second overall novice (lunacy has its
rewards), and within 3 Div, the Team finished a credible overall
third. The male team and Lt Becky Jacques further qualified from
the Div results to compete in the Army Championships. Once
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The 3 Div Snowboarding Team. L-R, Lt Knight, Sig Perry, Sig
Smallman, Cpl French, Cpl Brownsword, LCpl Tunnard, Sig Cullen

and Cpl Longbottom
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7 SIGNAL REGIMENT

CO Lt Col GR Norton
RSM WO1 (RSM) ST Archer

By far the most significant event to have taken place at 7 Sig Regt
recently has been the change over of CO’s. Sadly, Lt Col JE
Richardson MBE leaves us after 2 years and 4 months in
command and will be greatly missed. The Regt would like to wish
Lt Col Richardson, Paula and their family all the best for their
new posting. On 3 February command passed to Lt Col GR
Norton, whom we all welcome. 

EXERCISE BOMB BURST

Whilst the top members of the 7 Sig Regt hierarchy were to attend
an NBC Comds Course, the rest of the Regt were to be
dispatched on EX BOMB BURST.  The task presented to all
troops by Lt Col Richardson MBE was simple: the entire Regt
had to be off site for the two days, 25 – 26 November, engaged in
activities which would provide cultural or military development.
With the prospect of enforced leave from camp and with funding
from 1 Sig Bde, people set to work organising their 48 hour long
ex. The admin orders were handed in and the Regt waited for the
response from 1 Sig Bde, which came back very positive with the
promise of considerable funding for the project.

After two hard military ex’s, ARRCADE FALCON and ARRCADE
FUSION, everyone was looking forward to the two day long EX
BOMB BURST. The arrival of the 25 November saw the entire
Regt rapidly disperse from Javelin Barracks to places as far away
as London, Paris and Berlin. Their stories are too numerous to
mention here, but, in the immortal words of BBC reporter Brian
Hanrahan, during the Falklands Campaign, ‘We counted them all
out, and we counted them all back.’

INTER REGIMENTAL BOXING COMPETITION

Following their resounding victory over ARRC Sp Bn in an Inter-
Regt Boxing competition, 16 Sig Regt decided to throw down the
gauntlet to 7 Sig Regt and the challenge was eventually met on
Wednesday 27 November 2002.

Due to some unavoidable commitments, training didn’t begin until
mid October, but saw Captain Neil Coatsworth and Sgt Robbo
Robinson putting the boxers through their paces three times a
day, with a somewhat grueling regime centered on fitness and
basic skills. Rather surprisingly, but nonetheless welcomed, was
the fact that there appeared to be a significant amount of natural
talent amongst the budding Mike Tysons, and one or two of the
sparring sessions had to be ‘calmed down’ lest we lose a boxer
through injury.  We were lucky, however, and on the evening of the
27 November, in a venue Prince ‘NAZ’ would have have been
proud to perform in, the two teams of nine boxers met to do
battle.

Both teams had prepared well for the contest, and the quality of
fitness and skill was commented upon by the CO, LtCol
Richardson MBE in his final address.  This night though, was to
belong to 7 Sig Regt, and after some closely contested bouts, we
ran out winners, 6 bouts to 3. 

A notable performance by Sig Riz Rizza saw him presented with
the Best Boxer trophy, and the honour of collecting the Inter-Regt
Cup was left to Sig Craig Horsley, who himself was involved in a
memorable victory.

A special vote of thanks must go to 16 Sig Regt for organising
what turned out to be a superb event, stylishly staged and
professionally conducted. We certainly look forward to future
events.  Finally, but by no means least, congratulations go to both
sets of boxers, without whom, the event could not have taken
place.  Well done.

ELMPT STATION JNCO LEADERSHIP CADRE COURSE 24
NOV– 09 DEC 02

The Elmpt Station JNCO Leadership Cadre Course took place
over the period 24 November - 9 December 2002 and was held at
the Station Training Centre and ATA Haltern. The course was
designed to develop leadership skills and enhance team spirit, so
that all students could put these skills into practice during the final
week exercise. It was attended by participants from 7 Sig Regt,
16 Sig Regt, 252 Sqn and 280 (UK) Sig Sqn.

The first week consisted of hard physical training, command
tasks, basic military tactics and basic Instructional techniques,
and ended with all students giving a 15 minute presentation with
some of their OCs present (just to add that little bit of pressure).

The physical training was designed with three goals in mind.
Firstly to assess the endurance fitness of each individual, and
secondly to ensure that the secs were able to bond and work as a
team, with (thirdly) all finishing together with no one left behind. 

The exercise phase of the course began with a shakeout day held
on the training areas on Javelin barracks, and included patrolling,
obstacle crossing, moving into harbour areas and setting up OP’s.
The day ended with a pyrotechnics demonstration including the
new trip flare, which we found a lot easier to set up than the old
one.

On Sunday 01 December the heavens opened and the students

Sig Rizza (left) on his way to victory

given permission to continue on and compete, we bade the other
female team members goodbye and had a day to prepare
mentally for racing at Army level. 

Racing at Army level was a new experience for all and the
standard was obviously high. Lt Becky Jacques became part of
the British Ladies Army Ski Team for the duration of the
competition. The downhill race held on the Olympic black Luc
Alphande piste, proved a test of raw courage for all those
involved. Cpl Harris was in eternal thanks to his generous build,
after roaring through the finish of the downhill in excess of 70kph,
falling and escaping through all safety barriers to impact with an

unforgiving tree. He escaped with relatively minor injuries, zero
pride and lots of sympathy. 

Unfortunately none of the Team members were selected to
compete for the Army in the Inter-Services. That said, the Army
Ski Championships proved to be an excellent experience for
those fortunate enough to be selected. It was thus as a fully-
fledged, race-hardened team, we finished the ex filled with pride
and general self-importance at our skiing prowess. Overall the ex
proved a huge success and all team members remaining in the
Div look forward to bettering their efforts next year.
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morale wasn’t good.  We got our heads down until 0400 hrs 02
December when we were relieved to see that the rain had
stopped.  We left at 0420 hrs for the 2 hour trip to Lavesum camp
at ATA Haltern, where we were met by the training staff and issued
with blank ammo and pyrotechnics.

We were then put onto open 4 tonne vehicles and driven into the
training area, where we were unexpectedly ambushed.  From
there we were taken into the harbour area to set up and settle into
a routine. We were constantly assessed throughout the exercise
by sec cpls, pl sgts and pl comds.  

The exercise was divided into 4 phases, with each sec covering
all phases during the 4 days we were in the field.  We conducted
OP’s on enemy positions and activities; recce patrols of ambush
sites and enemy positions; and harbour drills, clearance patrols,
re-supply and guard duties of the harbour area. All this culminated
with a platoon wood clearance and assault of the enemy position,
with dept heads watching from behind the line of attack.  Once
the assault was over, the students were transported down to the
DS admin area, where we were treated to brunch and the chance
to speak to our dept heads to discuss how the course had gone.
At this point we thought it was all over but a final inter-sec
competition was yet to be run.

We were lined up in sec order and told that there was just one
little run left to complete. If any reader remembers Sandy Track
from days gone by, then you now what we had to run through.
The course was 4.5 km in length but, with all that sand beneath
our feet, it seemed a lot further.  We did it with all the guts and
determination we had developed throughout the course and were
rewarded with a coach trip back to Javelin Barracks.

The course finished in style with the pass-off parade, in sub zero
temperatures and a dinner night held in the WOs and Sgts Mess.
The final results were announced at the dinner and they were as
follows:

Top Student Sig Brooks (16 Sig Regt)
2nd Place Cpl Jennings (252 Sig Sqn)
3rd Place Sig Halley (16 Sig Regt)

Best Field Soldier Sig Watson (280 (UK) Sig Sqn)
Best Endeavour Sig Furnivall (252 Sig Sqn)
Best Section Section Two 

Congratulations to Sigs Brooks, Watson and McCormick for
being selected for promotion after their sterling efforts over the
previous two weeks. Congratulations must also go out to all the
students who successfully completed the course, which was both
physically, and mentally challenging.

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj Campbell
SSM WO2 (SSM) Shepherd

QM (TECH) DEPARTMENT

QM(T) Capt N Coatsworth
RQMS(T) WO2 (RQMS) T Henry

Sadly, we say farewell to LCpl Kev Pack, who leaves on
promotion to join 102 Log Bde in Gütersloh; Sgt Simon Skipper,
one of our RLC members, who leaves on promotion to join 9 Sup
Wskps; and the RQMS(T), WO2 Trevor Henry, who is off to
become 40 Sig Regt’s RSM.  Our loss will certainly be their gain.
Good luck to you all.

We say hello to Cpl John Whalley and his family who join us from
Blandford, and wish them a successful tour with 7 Sig Regt. We
congratulate Sig Marshall, as she became Sig Howe, following
her recent wedding, and wait to discover if Cpl Tara Kenny will
finally deploy on OP TELIC after being warned for the third time. 

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj TA Crilly RA Signals
SSM WO2 (SSM) AJ Crawford

SHQ

It has been a very busy two months in SHQ, with Sqn Ops
contingency planning, revising the plan, confirming it, then
revising it again before it is finally cancelled, and the next plan
only minutes behind it needing action yesterday. The MT survived
the ECI and actually did quite well, much to everyone’s relief. The
MT SNCO, Sgt ‘Peggy’ Lamont is now back part-time to help
out.  Congratulations to Cpl ‘Stevo’ Stevens on his recent
promotion.

We welcome Cpl Jo Morrey (recently transferred from the RMP)
into the Clerks Office. Funnily enough now all soldiers when told
to come along to do document checks, arrive not only on time but
with legal representation! But after only two weeks in the Sqn, Jo
has moved across to LAD and we now welcome LCpl ‘Patch’
Pachniuk in her place. We also welcome Sig Johnson to the
team and note that a stay of execution is granted to LCpl
Bedford, seconded to 229 from the GRS. Finally we congratulate
SHQ’s very own Mohammed Ali, Sig Horsley on winning his bout
with conviction in the Inter-Regt Boxing Competition.. 

BRANDENBURG TROOP – Notes by Sigs Holbourn and Kerswell

Tp Comd Vacant
Tp Sgts Sgt J Wood

Sgt A Delaney

With the silly season now over and everyone having gained a few
pounds around the waist, and having lost a few from their wallet,
the fun and games have started again with ‘operation on and off
the bus’. Being all TALON trained, we are currently the most
important and untouchable people in the Regt. When any trawl
comes in, B Tp are exempt, being too important.  We wonder why
are we all still here. One det is going down to Mannheim for an
interoperability exercise in the near future, but other than that, we
are deploying with DSF, 2 Sig Regt, 1 Div or not deploying at all,
apart from in support of ARRC. 

Sigs Houghton and McCann carrying the stretcher on a run up 
Hill 60

Col David Hargreaves, Dep Comd 1 Sig Bde and Capt C Hymas,
TO 7 Sig Regt, inspecting the Course Pass-off Parade)



THE WIRE, APRIL 2003 141

The Tp received some good as well as bad news. The bad news
was the departure of the Tp OC Lt Petey Wettenhall, on
promotion as Ops Offr to 7th Armd Bde HQ and Sig Sqn. We wish
him luck as he heads further north looking for colder climes. We
also said farewell to the newly re-promoted LCpl Pope, leaving
one of the dets short of a Tech - anyone for a TALON course? The
good news was the promotion of LCpl Jules Dolan and the
selection for promotion of Sigs Neil Holbourn and Robbie
Kerswell. Well done lads. 

Brandenburg Tp were extremely proud during the recent Inter-
Regt Boxing Competition as Cpl Robinson won his fight. The
fight ended with a little too much confidence which almost saw
him hit the deck after a lucky sucker punch. Also in the Sports
dept we had Cpl Jules Dolan represent the Regt in Ski(v)ing. 

So ‘Bravo’ Troop are looking forward to a new year of random
exercises and uncertain deployments, with rapidly diminishing
numbers. But we look forward to the new Tp OC arriving at the
beginning of March, hoping that he/she is taller than 5 foot
nothing! 

CHARLOTTENBURG TROOP

Tp Comd Lt AT Limb 
Tp SSgt SSgt SE Littlefield

So, the festive season was coming up and, with that, endless
nights of Tp functions, Sqn functions, Regtl functions… The list
goes on. The Tp function started well, but we noticed the lack of a
DJ, who had failed to turn up! Fortunately, being a multi-talented
Tp, and were able to draft in our very own Sig Scotty Mawer and
his decks. This meant that, for once, we had some decent new
music at a function. However, I’m not sure the restaurant staff
appreciated it! The rest of the night went well, there was a raffle
and Scotty soon warmed up the dance floor.  

The Sqn decided to go more up-market this year, going to a posh
hotel in Roermond for its Christmas Function. The night was
excellent. Everyone arrived looking very smart, the food was
excellent and the musical entertainment was good enough to get
everyone dancing. A photographer was there all night to take
formal photographs, so a couple of Tp ones were done. Sig
Gibson thought he would provide some dancing comedy and Sig
Smith had to make some apologies to the Staff when she
stumbled through a glass coffee table! All in all it was a fitting way
to end an excellent year in the Sqn on a high. Who knows what
lies ahead for next year?!

The Tp welcomes Cpl Hulbert, posted from 16 Sig Regt, and
Sigs Gee and Whitehead fresh from RSS Blandford. The Tp also
wishes Cpl Al Cheetham all the best in his new posting at 3 (UK)
Div and likewise to Cpl Dave Booth all the way over at SHQ Tp. 

WILMERSDORF TROOP

Tp Comd Lt BRN Robson
Tp SSgt SSgt S Curry

We welcome Sgt Steve Davies, who has recently joined us from 1
ADSR. Moving swiftly on to the Sqn function, another memorable
night. The evening was more special for LCpl John Stephenson
and Sig Dave Tuck as they received their promotion. A fantastic
night had by all with entertainment from a live band and not
forgetting a few more drinks. Congratulations to LCpl Nat Davies
on receiving his medal for operations in Sierra Leone and a
belated welcome to Sig Daz Pickersgill.

The station held its annual cadre course and two representatives
from the Tp took part in this intense gruelling two-week course.
Sigs John Bolam and Dave Tuck put in outstanding efforts and
spent the first week freshening up on their military skills. Not only
were the soldiers deprived of sleep but they were also physically
tested with immense amounts of PT sessions. On returning to
camp the troops had one more ordeal to attend - dinner in the
Sgts Mess with a few beers, and at long last it was over.

231 SQUADRON

OC Maj A Fallows
SSM WO2 (SSM) Read

SQUADRON HEADQUARTERS

The last few months have been exceptionally busy with the

ARRCADE series of exs. This has certainly been a test for Sqn
Ops, who still maintain that we did OK, despite what everyone
else says! The YofS, WO2 Brown honed his ability to converse
with senior officers, fought with a barbed wire fence and
demonstrated that he should have a ‘How’s my driving?’ sticker
attached to his behind at all times! Meanwhile the FofS, SSgt
Cleminson, showed us all how much of a pleasure he is before
0900, whilst the OC, Maj Fallows, displayed a patience never
seen before despite waking daily to a mere Tsunami of water
flowing from the roof above him. Obviously the 2IC was not
without fault, but as the editor of The WIRE noticed, she felt it
appropriate to leave out some of the more embarrassing details.
We finish by welcoming SSgt Eric Head and his family from 14
Sig Regt to joins us as SQMS. Sadly, SSgt Tony May moves on to
pastures new, but not far. We also bid a fond farewell to Sgt ‘Gaz’
Topps, who leaves us on promotion to 31 Sig Regt. 

QUEBEC TROOP

Tp Comd 2Lt T Cooper
Tp SSgt SSgt I Conlan

Notes by Cpl Cave

It has been a busy time for Quebec Troop, providing line and
technical support to the Sqn on EX ARRCADE FALCON. The ex
proved to be a steep learning curve for all, as the ARRC’s main
build moved into its field role for the first time.  Mistakes were
made, lessons were learned and Cpl Ed McNeil’s soldering skills
were seriously put to the test.  Sgt Mark Ward was put through
his paces as the Tp’s only senior tech, with the deployment this
month of Sgt Nicky Francis and Sgt Hugh Wakeham on their
respective operational tours.  We also found ourselves having to
manage without the PABX skills of Cpl Phil Whitehead. Overall
the exercise was a success and everyone looked forward to
putting what they had learned into action on ARRCADE FUSION.

We have a few new faces in the Tp.  TM Tp kindly donated LCpls
Jimmy Foley and Mike Veitogavi. Welcome also to LCpls Kieran
Sharp and Becky Burnell and to Sig Hoy. We also have the new
MT Sgt, Sgt Chris Orr, following the departure of Sgt Mickey
Yendall, who is now settling into his new mess at Hohne whilst
getting used to his new title of SSgt. 

Finally, we have had a change in Tp Comd.  Lt Harry Cairns has
handed over her reigns following her deployment to the Falkland
Islands.  Her replacement, 2Lt Cooper, who joined us from
Sandhurst, has already firmly established himself as Tp leader. 

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj H Jenkins
SSM WO2 (SSM) M Browitt

SHQ

The Sqn are glad to welcome back their long lost OC, who has
finally returned from possibly the longest skiing trip ever. His first
few days back at work were hard because no one knew who he
was. But now he is fully settled in, it has meant that the 2IC has
been able to get away for some well earned leave. The Sqn has
enjoyed a fairly quiet period over Christmas with nothing much
happening aside from several parties. Everyone returned after the
break fully rested and hit the ground continuing with preparations
for a possible deployment. Despite everyone’s hard work, it
proved to be unnecessary in the end. The Sqn has now back into
normal work routine with a composite tp being formed from
across the Sqn to deploy on EX LION SUN later in the year.

PAPA TROOP

Tp Comd Lt AS Youngman
Tp SSgt SSgt G McGuire

December and January must have been the busiest couple of
months that we have had in a while. Even so Papa Tp still found
time to welcome new folk and celebrate the end of the year. We
would like to thank Cpl Andy Martin for organising an excellent
Sqn Christmas function - shame about the band. Also thanks to
Cpl Barnett for organising a really good afternoon at the indoor
go-karting hall. Good luck to Cpl ‘Kiwi’ Scarcliff on completing 6
months of hell and should now be enjoying an interesting new
posting. Papa Tp are also very proud of Cpl Andy Martin, Cpl
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10 SIGNAL REGIMENT

CO Lt Col SA Leigh

The Regt has had an exceptionally busy last few months
completing it’s metamorphosis from ACISG to 10 Sig Regt whilst
committing assets in support of OPS TELIC, FRESCO and
PROJECT CASEY. Its transformation complete, with an official
GSO published, 10 Sig Regt continues to provide global ICS
support to Land operations, and offers opportunities to the
majority of RSigs trades for an exciting and rewarding posting.
The current geographic Regtl Orbat is as follows:

RHQ, 600 Sig Tp, Lima Tp, Corsham
238 Sig Sqn, London
241 Sig Sqn, Donnington
242 Sig Sqn, Edinburgh
243 Sig Sqn, Wilton
251 Sig Sqn, Aldershot

REGIMENTALHEADQUARTERS

Sitting below the CO is the Operations Group led by Maj Tim
Langford, then 5 key depts as follows:

Applications Support, a recently set up team, located in Wilton
and led by Mr Guy Hagg which provide a single focus for all in-
service application support for Land Comd.

Installations & Support, led by Mr Bill Logan, are primarily
responsible for CIS Engineering. This includes installation and
CIDA issues, building and installing servers, network management
and testing and integration of new hardware and software.

Service Management, led by Mr John Carling, who are
responsible for the Service Support and Delivery of LAND ICS.
This is in the process of transformation to conform to ITIL Best
Practice guidelines.

Comms Planning Office, led by Maj Bruce Wyllie, the CPO is
responsible for the provision of specialist cabling infrastructure for
Land and Joint Operations around the spectrum of conflict. In
addition the office also provides non operational assistance.

Personnel & Training, led by Miss Paula Jones, is responsible
for the personnel management of approximately 600 civilian staff
and for the training of all staff within the Regt. 

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM

The Implementation Team, based at Corsham, is part of I&S Dept
and is managed by Mr Dave Brown. It contains 2 military
personnel, WO2 (Supvr IS) Jon Heaton and Cpl Auz Gambles

and 3 civilians, including Mr Trevor Taylor (late RSigs).  The
Team’s primary role is to extend and upgrade the ISIS and
LCSS(R) WANs, whilst additionally dealing with the inevitable fast
balls that arise, e.g. Op FRESCO – please build and test 70 newly
developed laptops, plan and implement a ‘train the trainers
course’ and …err.. Could it be done in the next 72 hours.

Demand for LCSS(R) connectivity has grown immensely in recent
months so the Team has been busy completing installations in
Germany, Brunei, and throughout UK. Currently the Team is
preparing to deploy to BATUS to connect another 300 users to
LCSS(R). Outside work, Cpl Gambles will soon be participating in
a trans-Atlantic sailing leg from Boston, USA, back to Gosport. In
preparation he has been spotted acclimatising for this venture by
walking on an apparently moving surface whilst throwing up at the
same time – usually around Corsham in the early hours of the
morning!

COMMUNICATION PLANNING OFFICE

Since the demise of the Airfield Communication Planning Office
(ACPO), this Office has seen the birth as the Communication
Planning Office (CPO).  Some of you more perceptive people out
there will probably have realised that all we have done is simply
removed the ‘Airfield’ from the old title. This is in direct response
to the fact that the MOD has closed all the airfields in Germany.
But be that as it may, our core business has not fundamentally
changed. We are still primed and ready to deploy to all four
corners of the globe.  If given the opportunity we will plan any
task, small or large. To us, ‘size does not matter’.

The team consists of the Boss (the silver fox), Mark (the medal
hunter), Dave (the Slave), Slim Tim and last but not least Julie,
who actually does all the work in the office.

LIMA TROOP

Tp Comd WO2 Mark Bullivant
Tp SSgt SSgt Tim Rigby

Once again, Lima Tp has had an extremely period, with members
deploying to operational theatres all over the world: Afghanistan,
Oman, Falklands, Gibraltar, and Brunei, as well as the usual
deployments to Bosnia and Kosovo. The Tp currently has a
seven-man team deployed on OP TELIC, with almost all the rest
of the Tp packing in preparation to deploy.

During the year, despite being extremely busy, time was still
found for Tp adventurous training expeditions to Wales and a
Mountaineering Proficiency course in the Lake District. Both these

Hall, Cpl Barnett and Sig Mulholland, who all received Corps
colours for representing the RSigs at tug of war for two years. We
also say ‘What are you doing ?’ to LCpl McCreadie, who has
decided not to join the Regt’s first football team, saying that the
second team are more of a good laugh. And finally, a big
congratulations to LCpl Andy Heney and his wife Lisa, who have
just had Faith, their new baby girl.

DELTA TROOP

Tp Comd Lt J Wilson
Tp SSgt SSgt A Taylor

Delta Tp have had a quiet time on the exercise front, but have
been quite busy socially over the Christmas period. As well as the
usual round of Christmas do’s Delta have said hello and goodbye
to a grand total of six people. Sig Paddy Morrison has left for the
big smoke and 238 Sig Sqn, whilst Sig Kate Connelly has left for
mega bucks in AF North. Sig ‘JD’ Dennistoun meanwhile has
gone the whole hog and left for civvy street. We wish them all the
very best for the future. Meanwhile the posting lottery has
delivered Sigs Davies and ‘KP’ Kirkpatrick. 

TAC TROOP

Tp SSgt SSgt R Atherton
Tp Sgt Sgt A Smith

The Tp is currently in an uncertain period, what with deployment
possibilities and everyone busy trying to fit in leave and beat the
annual end of year ITD flap.  The recent Board of Officers was fun
and highlighted a few areas in need of attention prior to the spring
exercise period. With a bit of luck we will still have some
manpower left when it comes to present the Tp on RSIT in June.

Congratulations to LCpl Alex McMurray on his selection for
promotion to Cpl. Let’s hope its not too long before they find a
place for you. A fond farewell to Sig Mark Wright - all the way to
16 Sig Regt.  With the impending sandpit tours on the horizon, we
have a few temporary departures with Cpl Bartlett, LCpl
McMurray, LCpl Thomas and Sig Brown.  Good luck and send
us a postcard! New arrivals are Cpl Roger Manns, LCpl Dave
Carter from ATR Lichfield, LCpl Andy Hodge from 3 Div, Sig
Cairns from 16 Sig Regt and Sig Jo John, fresh from RSS.
Welcome to you all and may you work out what is going on
sometime before your tour is over.
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expeditions were a most welcome break from operations for the
Tp and were thoroughly enjoyed by all.

The Year has also seen a major influx of new personalities to the
Tp with the result that after nearly two years, we are now almost
fully established. Congratulations are also in order for SSgt John
Whitty and Sig Haley Palmer for providing the two newest
members of the Tp.

CORPS WATER POLO

10 Signal Regt contributed Maj Tim Langford, WO2 (Supvr IS)
Jon Heaton, SSgt (FofS) Nige Kenyon and SSgt Rab Marshall
to the RSigs water polo squad last November. With a good-sized
squad, we were able to field 2 strong teams, with the B team
reaching the semi-finals and the A team going on to play the
REME in the final and comfortably winning, 5-1. This is now the
third year in succession that we have won the Army Inter-Corps
Water Polo Championships.

The Regt sadly has to report the loss of SSgt Tommy Burns from
238 Sig Sqn after a long illness. Our thoughts go out to his widow,
Carol and his family.

Congratulations to: WO2 (Supvr IS) Jon Heaton on his recent
selection for a commission; SSgt John Whitty and his wife, Fiona
on the birth of their baby daughter, Jemimah; Sig Hayley Palmer
on the birth of her baby daughter Nevaeh; and SSgt Tim Rigby,
who married Louise in December. 

242 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj P Stephenson
YoS SSgt (YoS) S Milne

ARMY HOCKEY IN BARBADOS - by WSgt Ambury 

On Monday 19 August 2002, after a very early start and long wait
at the airport, the tour eventually got started in the traditional way,
with the Army Men’s and Ladies’ teams drinking the flight dry.
Then it was on to a rickety old bus to be transported to the
Rainbow Reef Hotel, where we went straight into the pool and sea
(some of us were still fully clothed!).  ‘Hello Barbados, ALFS (Army
Ladies Festival Side) have landed and are ready to play hard and
party!’

The second day was more of an acclimatisation day, with a light
training session and an evening training match, which we
unfortunately lost, 2-0.  So we went back to the hotel and
drowned our sorrows until the early hours of the morning.

The next couple of days were basically chilled out, with light
training sessions in preparation for the tournament and then
entertainment was organised for us by our tour reps. We all
participated fully and thoroughly enjoyed this.  One day that did
particularly stand out to me was the day we all hired little ‘Tuk-
Tuk’ cars, (no windows, doors or roof!).  Four cars, with 15 girls in
convoy around the whole Island (what a sight!).  However, an
excellent day was had by all, and we then went on that evening to
win our second warm-up match against the Raiders, 4-0.  Our
training strategy was obviously working. 

On Sunday the 25 August 2002 the festival began, and in true
tradition we all joined in the Bajan Festivities whilst watching
some of the Bajan Culture in the opening ceremony. Monday
arrived all too soon and everyone was praying for rain and cloud
because it was so hot and there was no air.  Thankfully, our
prayers were answered in time for our match against Empire Club,
and we went on to beat them 1-0, (a good start to the
tournament!). We also won our next match, against Trinidad and
Tobago Defence Force by 1-0. Then we played the All Stars (on
grass) and beat them by a resounding 5-0.  Our last match in the
group against LOB (Life of Barbados) was the crucial match.  We
had to win or draw to go through to the semi-finals (a draw would
put us through on goal difference), so they were very keen to win,
especially as they were the Bajan favourites.  We played well in
the first half and were winning 2-0, then a lack of concentration
towards the end of the first half and they were equal.  The second
half was hard fought by all, but in the end, we qualified for the
semi-finals with a score of 2-2.  The Men’s team also qualified for
the semi-finals, so in true fashion, we all went out and celebrated.
Friday 30 August was semi-final day.  So, we had flown all the

way to Barbados, and for what?  To end up playing, of all teams,
the RAF in the semi-final!  But at least we both had the same
problem with the heat (we were playing at 1400 hrs, the hottest
part of the day) so inevitably both teams suffered some casualties
(though not too serious).  It was a hard-fought match with a full
time result of 1-1, meaning we then had to play an extra 15 mins
both ways.  But, after extra time, there was no change to the
score, so we had to go to penalty flicks. And after a good
performance, we were just pipped at the post, losing by just 4-5.
Disheartened, but certainly proud of all of our efforts and
achievements throughout the tour, we held our heads high and
went out that night and celebrated.

But the best was saved for the last, the ‘TIAMI’ cruise day.  We
spent 5 hrs cruising around the Caribbean on a Catamaran, being
served endless amounts of food and drink and generally being
pampered. And we wouldn’t be true squaddies if we didn’t do a
little panic tanning as well!  We then went out that night for a final
team dinner where the awards were handed out and the thank-
yous were said to the organisers.  A great finish to a great tour. I
would personally like to thank all of the organisations, which
supported and sponsored me and helped to make this tour
possible.

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj R James
SSM WO2 P Brown

5 DIVISION MINOR UNITS BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS 3 -
5 FEBRUARY 2003 - by Sig Beasley, T Troop

A dream of ferrets the day before the minor unit’s basketball
tournament might suggest, according to sources, ‘the
encountering of a deep and sly enemy’.  Welcome ITC Wales –
basketball playing Gurkhas!  What they lacked in height they
made up for in speed, determination and tactics, the latter
questionable in the fair play league.

With a squad of ten players available, Capt Al Patterson, WO2
AJ Matless, YofS Johns, Cpl Miller and Cpl Way produced a
display, which totalled 60 points.  With such a commanding lead,
it was the turn for the ad-libbers to arrive and emulate their
performance.  Although, in comparison, the total court time
between all five of us added up to a squaddie’s bank balance at
the end of the month, we managed to score four points and hold
on for the win.  Final score 64 – 48. (And 1 – 0 against the
‘ferrets’).

After a rest for the five main players, the bigger squad of ATR
Lichfield stepped up to try and put a dampener on celebrations in
the final.  Wearing a red kit did not lead 243 Sig Sqn into thinking
their opposition was dangerous. We took eight points before
Lichfield scored.  The persistence of FofS Matless, along with the
speed and skill of Cpl Miller and Cpl Way would never see ATR
closing the gap.  The influence of Capt Patterson and YofS
Johns allowed for swift attacks, which were not always met by
the referee’s decision (of which there were many!).  With the team
Captain being satisfied with the position, our OC, Maj Janes, Cpl
Clark, LCpl Brown and I were resurrected again to enjoy the
game on court for a 39 – 29 win.  Divisional Minor Unit Champions
for the second consecutive year.

Our thanks go to Larkhill Garrison and all staff who helped to
organise the event.

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC Maj Wally Drain
Tp SSgt SSgt R Owen

RACE THE SCROLL

The Sqn’s participation in this fund raising exercise in aid of Great
Ormond Street Children’s Hospital, was the Aldershot to
Colchester leg.  Sgt Webb organised the route into six legs.  The
team met at the barracks at 0530 to clear any last minute
problems, and at 0600 Sgt Webb jumped on to his trusted
mountain bike to start of down the hill and on to the Basingstoke
Canal towpath.  The rest of the team travelled in transport to the
first checkpoint, where the team received a phone call from Sgt
Webb. After a brief discussion it transpired that he was already at
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16 SIGNAL REGIMENT

checkpoint 2.  So it was agreed that Sgt Webb would push on to
checkpoint 3, Hampton Court Palace, and the team would meet
him there.  After a brew, some jokes and quick warm up, Sgt
Webb carried on, and after cycling for four hours forty minutes, he
arrived at Chelsea Barracks.  After dismounting from his trusty
mountain bike and walking like John Wayne, he went for a well-
earned shower.  The rest of team changed and started to get
ready for the run across London.  They started off steadily,
accosting all passers by with a rattling of the buckets. After
coming level with the London Eye, the team noticed a large
number of policeman in the area.  SSgt Owen enquired from
helpful PC what was going happening, and the PC replied that
there was a demonstration and the centre of London was going to
be closed to all traffic.  So a decision was made to get onto the
transport to get to the Leg 6 start, the Sqn’s det in Colchester. It
took the transport 3 hours to get out of London and on to the
M25.  At the Sqn’s det, the team met up with the OC and jogged
the last leg to 216 Sig Sqn lines.  A tired team was met by the OC
and RSM of 216 Sig Sqn bearing glasses of very welcome port. 

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON TAME THE WILD WEST

In October 2002 an eight-man civilian team from 251 Sig Sqn
deployed to the Canadian prairies to re-cable the BATUS HQ in
readiness for the delivery of LCSS(R) in Spring 2003.  The intrepid
team arrived to outside temperatures of -20? and a covering of
snow. They were warned it could only get worse. The high plains
of Western Alberta have some of the flattest terrain in the country.
In fact the team were told by the locals that it was the only place
in Canada that you could watch your dog run away from home for
three days…

The task in hand was to replace the existing Cat 3 and Cat 5
infrastructure with new Cat 5e cable that would come up to UK
CIDA and Canadian TBITS standards. The new system would also
accommodate future expansion. With a time-line of seven weeks
to complete the work, the team came in three days ahead of
schedule. During that time, they laid sixty and a half thousand feet
of cable, eight hundred feet of cable tray (installed in the most
cramped conditions) and made seven thousand and forty
individual terminations. The system was then successfully tested,
commissioned and technically transferred to the Canadian Sigs
Tp for them to maintain. Peter Hickman, the Sqn Engineering
Manager led the project team, the other members being Bob
Fearn, Chris Cannings, Mark Hare, Martin Deveraux, Sam
Wright, Dave Morris and from 241 Sig Sqn, Terry Dorland. 

RSA (ALDERSHOT BRANCH) GAMES NIGHT

WO1 (RSM) Kev Smith of 261 Sig Sqn, invited Officers and
SNCO’s of the Sqn and the local branch of the RSA to the Sgts
Mess for a games night.  The night allowed some friendly rivalry
between the two Sig Sqns and the RSA members. The Sqn put in
two teams and the games consisted of Giant Jenga, Darts, Giant
Connect 4, Nails and Draughts.  At the end of the evening there
was a tie for first place between a team from each of the Sig
Sqns, to find the winner of the night a left hand nearest the bull
darts competition ensued.  251 Sig Sqn were victorious and the
winning team consisted of Sgt Pete Nealis, Sgt Andy Dobson,
Sgt Nicky Coombes and Sgt Richie Bryan.  Just for the record,
RSM 251 Sig Sqn – 2; 261 Sig Sqn - 0 (Orienteering & Games
night).  The Sqn would like to thank 261 Sig Sqn and the RSA
Aldershot Branch for a very enjoyable evening.

CO Lt Col CJ Thackray
RSM WO1 (RSM) Fisher

NEWS FROM THE HEAD SHED

The Regt has gone through a period of much disruption. In
October we had prepared ourselves for OP FRESCO, only to be
taken out of the loop with suggestions of ‘bigger fish to fry’.
Shortly before Christmas the Regt received a Warning Order to
prepare for possible operations in the Gulf. The result of this
entailed a great deal of work by the Ops teams, the cancellation
of a great deal of leave and a complete change of direction in
planning and priorities. An early start after Christmas with the
planners and enablers hastily putting together training
programmes and the like, came to nowt, and it was back off the
bus again. This is where we stand currently, but watch this space. 

SPORT

There have been several sporting events of late, including an
excellent boxing night against 7 Sig Regt. The event was hosted
by ourselves and a special mention must go to the RAO, Maj Kev
Stainburn and his team for putting together a splendid package
in the finest traditions of amateur boxing. The Ladies’ X-Country
Team covered themselves in glory by winning the BA(G)
Championships and repeated that by claiming Ladies’ title at this
year’s RSigs Champs in January. We wish them well when they
travel to UK to compete in the Army Champs in February.

CHRISTMAS HONOURS

The Regt took the opportunity in December to announce the
winners of the Turnbull Trophy (Sportsman of the Year) and the
Lord Trophy (Contributor of the Year). The Turnbull Trophy was
awarded to the Provost Sgt, Paul Taylor who, when not hounding
miscreants around the camp, is a leading light in golf, orienteering
and soccer. The Lord Trophy was awarded to SSgt Ali Watkins.
This Awarded is given to the individual who contributes most to
Regtl life. There were a number of strong contenders, but Staff
Watkins’ overall performance at work, running the Regtl soccer
team and, in particular, organising children’s football made him a
worthy winner. Many congratulations to Sig Natalie Waller, who
has just returned from the Army Judo Champs at Aldershot
brandishing two medals. She was runner-up in both the Open and
her age category and was subsequently selected for the
Combined Services Team. Well done.

CADRE COURSE. 
This year’s Cadre Course was another joint affair, involving 7 and
16 Regts and 280 and 252 Sig Sqns. The course fluctuated
between Javelin Barracks and Haltern training area. In fact,
wherever the weather was most detrimental, then that was the
place they would be. We are delighted to report that we had 2
students in the top 3 (Sigs Halley and Brooks). Indeed Sig (now
LCpl) Brooks was the top student and deservedly promoted for
her efforts. Well done to her.

SSgt Owen receiving the scroll from the 3 Div & Signal Sqn team



shopping lists: Gucci tinted ski goggles, solar
showers, an excuse to buy new Bergen, factor
10 sun cream or in my case coveralls and a
welders helmet; only to be told to stand down. 

TM TROOP

Tp Comd WO1 (FofS) Hamilton
Tp SSgt SSgt Tony Black

Although December was a quiet month for
work, it was extremely busy, with Christmas
and going away parties. Firstly we said farewell
to SSgt Lloyd Bath after four years’ hard work
in the Tp (molding us all in to better soldiers).
We welcome LCpls Ben Fowler, Ash
Farrington and LCpl Ann Harvey from
Blandford and SSgt Tony Black from 7 Sig
Regt. We hope they will enjoy their time here.
Just before the Christmas break the Tp’s festive
party was held in the Wall & Willow. It was a
Casino Night with Chinese meal, kindly
organised by Sgt Gaz Ward, with help from
Cpls Graz Bourke, Simmo Simpkins and LCpl
Polly Parker-Pollard. Just before the holidays
though the Regt was put on standby for a
possible deployment to the Gulf, which gave
everyone something to think about while at

home. The first week back after the break was hectic, with
everyone in the Tp being dispersed to the Sqns in support of the
trunk nodes and other ancillaries. Then the Regt was given the
notice to stand down and everyone returned to the Tp. There are
a few who will be deploying in support of other Regts and we wish
them luck.

255 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Ashley Hayden
SSM WO2 Den Yates

It has been a hectic and changeable period for the Sqn, with our
main focus on preparing for possible operations. Morale was high
with the majority of personnel stood by to take on operational
roles. It was disappointing to be stood down, but the tempo of
daily life soon picked us up as we carried on with our familiar task
of providing support to the ARRC. The Sqn is currently in shock,
as for the first time in over a year it has a full complement in SHQ
without anyone disappearing on Ops (Shame, I hear some say)
However this is about to change as WO2(YofS) Mick Kilburn
leaves us shortly for the rainier climate of 39 Bde. All the best in
your new post

CIS TROOP

Tp Comd Capt Dick Rutherford

Although CIS Troop is some 70 personnel strong, we are
somewhat dispersed into 3 three secs, Deployable Sec in Javelin
Barracks, Static Sec at Javelin House, and the G6 ISM Helpdesk
Team, within JHQ confines. For the Deployable Sec it has been a
very busy period, having completed a successful, but demanding
EX ARRCADE FUSION prior to Christmas. It was a period of great
pressure for the Tp prior to deployment as the Network IARRCIS
and the ELC computers were replaced with new laptop tough
books. Unfortunately these arrived with faulty network cards and
incorrect software. Predictably, the Tp produced the goods and
the deployment went ahead as scheduled. Special thanks go to
TM Tp namely Cpl Sam Samuels and co for carrying out the
modifications required.

As with the arrival of any new and unfamiliar equipment, it was a
testing time for all involved throughout the ex period, but we are
happy to report that it was a great success. Static Sec kept their
end up and have been heavily involved in staff training and pre-
deployment tasking carried out at Javelin House. In spite of a
depletion of manpower on courses and postings, the training staff
worked their usual magic to ensure that all went well. The G6 ISM
Helpdesk have recently had a radical change of personnel, but full
credit must go out to them for being able to provide the staff with
the same high standard of support that they have become
accustomed to both in and out of camp.
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Top Student LCpl Brooks

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj Guy Richards
SSM WO2 (SSM) Lee Crossing

Sqn HQ has had a pretty uneventful period, getting prepared to
go and see Saddam personally, and then being told we won’t be.
Whilst all this was going on, we have welcomed into our little
band of brothers, Pte Mitchell, AGC, who has joined us from a far
away sunny island (looking at the snow and ice, I bet she wished
she stayed where she was) and Steven our new civilian clerk, who
is also wondering what he has joined.

TRAINING WING

RTWO WO2 Mick Angove

Farewell to SSgt Dean McKenzie and his family, who have finally
left the Trg Wing after 3 years. All the best to you and your family
on your posting to 34 Sig Regt. 

It has been business as usual for the Regtl Trg Team, with the
usual round of ITD’s punctuated by the odd Cadre Course. Early
in November the Regt deployed on EX ARRCADE FALCON, a two
week build up leading up to the big one EX ARRCADE FUSION.
During the ex’s the Trg Team settled into its new role in the
G2/NBC cell and grafted like you wouldn’t believe for the
duration, putting all its vast NBC experience into practice. This
was in turn followed by the Elmpt Station Cadre Course for 50 of
its Junior soldiers with two weeks of military training including 4
days on Haltern training area. Cpl Karl Stenning led the way,
instructing and overseeing proceedings, acting as Sec Comd and
putting them through their paces. 

REGIMENTAL MT

MTWO W02 Gaz Greaves
MT Sgts Sgt Joe Pritchard / Sgt Nigel Fraser

Greetings to Cpl Barker, who has had his wings clipped for a
while, and has had to get back to the sharp end of the stick. Also
Sig Mick Stoker, who has joined us from Blandford. Good luck
lads; you’ll need it! We say a fond farewell and good luck to LCpl
Andy Hawkes, who’s jetted off to the Falkland Islands. Two of our
finely honed and up coming JNCO’s, Sig Halley and Sig McCann
proved what tremendous hard work and dedication could do,
when they participated in the Regtl Cadre Course. Well done lads.
You have done us proud!

Christmas leave had everyone on tenter hooks, wondering if we
were going to get called back early. Early January had MT working
all hours God sends to get everything ready. Servicing Bay
working their fingers to the bone, (through their barrier cream and
latex gloves) managed to service half the Regt’s vehicles in 5
days, a feat we never want to try again. All the lads were making
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Congratulations to Cpls Record and Ross on their recent
promotions. We also welcome back LCpl Epton after his 2-month
holiday in Bosnia (but before this went to press, he was off again).
We also welcome all the new App Ops and DBAs who have
recently joined the Tp from Blandford. No doubt we’ll squeeze
their names into these columns in the near future. The new
arrivals have rallied around to submit something of their own
experiences during this period of turbulence to provide evidence
of their integration into the team and the Tp. Here is their story.

DAY 1 IN THE APP OP HOUSE - THE LADS GET TO KNOW
EACH OTHER

Put 30 people of different ranks and different cap badges together
in the same place and what do you do with them? You send them
camping with computers, that’s what you do! So RSigs trawled
the British Army for some self-motivated IT professionals and they
found us. After 12 weeks of training at RSS, Blandford and a few
rounds of golf, we all turned up at 16 Sig Regt ready to take
whatever was thrown at us. And they did not disappoint. They
threw 410 laptops, several servers and a few bits of software (with
the odd glitch added, thank you EDS) all to be put together to
enable a couple of hundred Staff Officers from the ARRC to fight a
digitized battle - EX ARRCADE FUSION. Sounds like a stroll in the
park? Wrong! I suppose for most of us, with the exception of the
odd 2 or 3 who have worked with ARRC before, the whole
concept was alien.

The main aim for us was to ensure that GP3, a Battlefield
Management tool, was up and running constantly, thus ensuring
that the ARRC could go about their business.  Guaranteeing that
the multi-national officers could use the system to its full
capabilities and potential was, for the most part, testing. Working
hand in hand with CIS Tp of which we are now part, came easily
and everybody got on with both the job in hand and each other.
Back in camp and sitting around waiting for the final nod to say
that all the kit was back in and accounted for, everyone’s mind
was turning to the couple of weeks leave that lay ahead. One
question still remains; who will award John Hadjicostas his
Jubilee medal?   

Unfortunately when new faces arrive, old faces inevitably leave.
So the Tp must say a fond farewell to some of our better-known
brethren. From G6 Helpdesk, Sgt Jacqueline Pollock off to
Sarajevo on a six month tour. From Deployable Sec, we bid
farewell to Sgts Geoff Sigston and Paul Musson; and from
Javelin House, WO2 (IS Supr) Mick Johnson. We wish you all the
very best of luck for the future for both you and your families.

MAN TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Jane Squires
Tp SSgt SSgt Lee Balmforth

MAN Tp have had a busy time since returning from Christmas
leave. A lot of on the bus, off the bus in preparation for possible
operational deployments meant a hectic two weeks preparing to
transform the MAN into a Trunk Node. The Tp grafted solidly for
the entire time, and it was with a little disappointment and regret
that we were eventually stood down. Thanks must go to all the
attached personnel from within the Sqn who helped to form Trunk
Node 014 (that never quite was). From ‘possible’ deployments the
Tp moved on to an ‘actual’ ex, this time EX ARDENT SUPPORT. It
all started like any normal ex, late deployment from the packet line
up, etc! After following the route card for the whole 4.5Km to the
location, we were soon setting up the all familiar ‘HAS 11’ (that’s a
kind of hangar to the rest of you). The main build had been done
on the previous Thursday and Friday so it was just a case of
powering up the relevant vehicles and tying up any loose ends
before the Staff deployed mid-day Tuesday. Just how many loose
ends can there be? Answer – tons.

Sig Slater is on his way to Radex Tp, Blandford. All the very best
to you and Paula for your forthcoming wedding. Also farewell to
Sig Jamie Buyers. He’s off to start a year’s worth of courses
before hooking up with his new EOD unit. Happy swotting!
Farewells also to newly promoted LCpls Wood, Donaghy and
Webber. Congratulations and good luck! Sig Richie Hale also left
us to go to 2 Sig Regt. New arrivals include SSgt Barney

Balmforth and his soon to be wife Bev (good luck for your
wedding night) and a baby girl called Sarah, who has arrived for
Sig Andy Duncan and his wife Julia. Other new arrivals are Sig
Hill, Sigs Kirsty McDermott and Wendy Cunnington. Welcome,
sign here, you’re on exercise! Thanks go to Sig Mickey Grainger
for showing Sig McDermott the ins and outs of the Regt. Recent
promotions include Cpls Connie Turner, Chris Knights and
Stevie Carroll, and LCpls Andy Winters and Michelle
Spotswood. Congratulations one and all!

Last but not least, we would like to ask a favour of anyone at 20
Bde who may be reading this. When Cpl Stevie Carroll gets to
you in the next three weeks, could someone please remind him
that updating a Switch requires more than just topping up the
kettle!

H TROOP 

Tp Comd Lt Emily Greenwood
Tp SSgt SSgt Macphee

H Tp has been busy with both work and sporting commitments.
November saw the fight of the year as 16 Sig Regt took on fellow
Elmpt occupants, 7 Sig Regt, at a boxing tournament. 3 H Tp
members represented the Regt. Sig Jimmy Young had a superb
bout and won on points. Sig ‘Windy’ Miller was stopped in the
3rd round after a severe bloody nose came into play. Sig Andy
Kingan went into the ring charged up like Scarface and produced
a knockout in the 1st round! A big well done, to them all. 

Deployments and jobs around the world are coming in thick and
fast, with jobs in Bosnia, Kosovo, Ascension Islands and the
Falkland Islands already filled. Lt Greenwood, SSgt Macphee
and Sgt Doick are up to their eyeballs with administration to sort
everything out for future ex’s and deployments. A big welcome to
the new arrivals to the Tp, Sgt Doick, Sgt Walsh, Cpl Davey,
LCpl Rayner, Sigs Whitaker, Mud and McCririe-Hallman. We
hope they enjoy the H Tp life as much as we do. Farewell to
LCpls Bri Gault, Phil Lake and Sig Ross Humble who have been
posted to new units around the world. Streamers and party
poppers for Sigs Joughin and Kederski who came off the last
promotion board and are eager to wear their rank slides! Good
luck to Ski when he leaves soon to go to 15 Sig Regt.

SUPPORT TROOP 

Tp Comd 2Lt Graham Dorrington
Tp SSgt SSgt Greenwood

Firstly we would say hello to our new Tp SSgt, SSgt Greenwood,
whilst bidding a fond farewell to SSgt Des Holroyd, who goes to
1 (UK) ADSR. We hope the sand doesn’t rub too much! Posted
out to Javelin Barracks Trg Wing is Sgt Mick Makin. We hope that
time spent away on driving courses proves useful! In to replace
Mick as MT Sgt is Sgt Keemo Fraser. We hope you enjoy your
stay with Supt Tp. 

Along with Christmas came the possibility of a New Year
deployment to areas sandy and with it, a lot of regulation ‘on the
bus, off the bus’. However the Tp persevered, and when the order
was eventually given to stand down, we were rewarded with EX
ARDENT SUPPORT. As always, the Tp worked hard on it, and
special thanks must go to the entire Line Sec (with attached
techs) for ensuring that the Tp OC resembled more of a snowman
at ENDEX. The ringleaders have been spotted and revenge will be
swift! Finally, an urgent request. Has anyone seen LCpl Dave
Mark. Apparently he was last seen in the Wall and Willow for his
promotion drinks. Stop skiving and get back to work!
Footnote

As I mentioned in my Editorial, I visited this Regt in February whilst
they were in the middle of an ex. I was truly amazed at how,
despite their having to gear up for possible deployment in the
Gulf, having had to deploy personnel back to UK for OP FRESCO,
with the usual comings and goings of personnel on posting, and
with numbers already tight, they still cracked on with a will. They
even managed to find the time and people for a little sport.

Bernard Redshaw 
Editor
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21 SIGNAL REGIMENT
(AIR SUPPORT)

CO Lt Col I Hooper
RSM W01 (RSM) D Rook

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

By the time this article is printed, talk about deploying to the Gulf
may be old hat. At the moment, however, it is the focus of all our
attention. The Ops Officer, Maj Granville Yeomans, has already
been to Qatar and come back with stories of bad local food and
insects while the Regtl Yeoman, W01 (YofS) Mel McCorry has
deployed to Kuwait on his second operational tour within the year.
The CO was next into theatre and he will be followed by the Ops
Officer and W01 (FofS) Paul Lewis when the main body deploys.
The Tech Adjt, Capt Sid Sideras, has packed his Bergen and is
ready to go. Watch this space in the next addition to see if he
went.

Finally, Congratulations to W01 (YofS) Mel McCorry and W01
(FofS) Paul Lewis MBE on passing LECB!

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj SJ Morgan
SSM W02 (SSM) AA Chapman

The New Year has seen the arrival of the new Sqn 21C, Capt Tony
Barry, who has moved across the valley to join us from JS
Corsham. Capt Alan Balsdon has relinquished the 21C post but
remains MTO until May when he will become OM (Tech).

With the Sqn only just returned to full efficiency following
Christmas Leave, the news of the Regt’s commitment to the build
up of forces in the Gulf, OP TELIC was announced. The various
elements of the Sqn have excelled in meeting all requirements,
usual and unusual, in order to provide the necessary support to
the Regt’s deployment.

The staff of the Sqn Office, initially led by CpI Paul Robinson,
AGC (SPS), have fought their way through the avalanche of
personal documentation required to ensure that all our personnel
are able to deploy in good order. The Sqn has unfortunately lost
the services of Cpl Robinson, but we welcome back LCpI Alex
Cross to take control of the office and also offer her our
congratulations on her recent marriage - which attracted national
press coverage!

MT

MTO Capt A Balsdon
MTWO W02 (MTWO) B Rigby

Congratulations to SSgt ‘Midge’ Midgely on his recent promotion

to take up the post of MT SSgt. The Tp also welcomes back Sgt
Andy Paling and Cpl Kit Knight on completion of their
detachments to the Falkland Islands.

The drive to prepare for the deployment to the Gulf brought a
whirlwind of activity for all staff of the MT and it is thanks to their
dedication and professionalism that the servicing commitments
for all vehicles and generators due to deploy were successfully
met. When the orders were given to prepare to load the Regt’s
vehicles for the sea journey, the MTWO and her team carried out
recces for the move to the port for embarkation, produced the
movement order and controlled the move itself with all convoys
reaching their destination in good order. All in a day’s work and
completed with the high level of efficiency that has come to be
expected from the MT team.

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj SR Mannings
SSM W02 O’Neil

The Sqn returned back to work once again to move to high
readiness. Thus the first part of the year has been dominated by
preparations for this role. This, together with possible hotter
climates looming in the very near future, has meant that the Sqn
will remain very busy for the next few months.

CHARLIE TROOP

Tp Comd Lt K Hannaford
Tp SSgt SSgt A Dutton

December is always a full month on the social calendar. Charlie
Tp had its Christmas night out to the Rocky Horror Picture Show
and the Bowling Alley at Longwell Green. It was a month of many
fancy dress events, which also included the Sqn party. Sadly the
Tp must say farewell to Sigs Gillard, Withers and O’Brien. But a
big hello goes to Sig Harvey and congratulations to Cpl Smith
and wife Debbie on the recent birth of their son, Nathan.

DELTA TROOP

Tp Comd 2Lt P Wright
Tp SSgt SSgt S Pope

A good Tp Christmas night out was had by all thanks to Sigs 
Collins and Berry. A small feast of 15 courses was had by all.
After the lengthy leave period, some long evenings and early
starts enabled us to bring our vehicles up to scratch. We have had
to say a temporary goodbye to one of our MAPPS Nodes and
crew, as they have been detached to 2 Sig Regt for teaching
purposes. Big hellos go to LCpI Levin, from 2 Sig Regt and LCpI
Washer, from 3 (UK) Div Sig Regt.

ICE SPORTS SKELETON BOBSLEIGH – by Sig J Cartwright

Travelling at speed, head first with your face about 2 inches off
the ice is a fairly accurate description of the sport of skeleton
bobsleigh. The sled is not unlike a tea tray with runners and
handles. You run with it for about 20-30 metres then jump on, 
keeping your head low and feet together. 

In October 02 I went to Lillehammer, Norway, to attend an Army
ice camp, which consisted of bobsleigh, luge and skeleton
events. We slid for 5 days starting at different points on the track
and managing to reach speeds between 60-70 mph. This was 
then followed by a six-week training camp in Canada with the
Great Britain development squad. During this time I was able to
compete in two Americas Cups. From there it was on to Igls,
Austria for the Army Novices Competition. I entered in a mixed
competition and came 3rd overall. After Christmas leave it was
out to Altenberg, Germany for the British Championships. Many of
the athletes who enter the British Championships are service

The Provost Sgt Mulligan’s brave face was bound to win him one
of Sgt Barnes’ ‘I’m a brave soldier’ stickers
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personnel. Thus the Inter-Services Competition takes place at this
event. Overall, I achieved 4th place and won the Inter-Services
Ladies’ event. This meant that I was successful enough to qualify
to represent Great Britain and go to the World Championships in
the Under 23 category.

GOLF TROOP

Tp Comd Lt C Jardine
Tp SSgt SSgt P Beattie

The past couple of months have been an extremely full period for
all at G Tp. We have grown considerably in size as we have
doubled our number of vehicles and will gain a lot of new arrivals.
This has caused a few problems for the stores personnel, with Cpl
Hector Heathcote getting greyer each day.

The Tp had some successes in the Regtl Boxing tournament in
December. Det commanders are now a bit wary of their crewmen
who have finally returned to work after weeks of hard training for
the tournament. A few improvements have been noticed in those
who had free nose-jobs done in the ring. 

November was also a good month for promotions.
Congratulations to LCpIs Smith and Price, and to Sig Jeffers,
LCpI Underwood, and LCpI Taylor who have been selected for
promotion. 

The Tp welcomes Sgt Nolan from 30 Sig Regt, Sgt Adams from 4
Armd Bde, Cpl Salmon, from 216 Sig Sqn, and Sig Jeffers from
30 Sig Regt. We say a fond farewell to Cpl Margie, who is about
to deliver and leave the Army. We also send best wishes to Sig
Hopkins, who is currently away on maternity leave.

January was packed full of Sqn and Regtl Trg Directives and
PACEX’s. Currently, 220 Sig Sqn are preparing to take over High
Readiness from 244 Sig Sqn. So many Tp members have had
their initial Anthrax vaccinations (Dead arms all round). 

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Steven France
SSM SSM Carl Budding

Good luck to those from the Sqn now attached to the OP TELIC
Sqn. We are looking forward to much swinging of lamps when you
get back to the UK. Sgt Brooksbank can look forward finding his
office installed with his own sandbags ready to be ‘pulled up’ at a
moments notice. We welcome Sgt Pay to the Sqn as our new
Ops Sgt.

ALPHA TROOP

Tp Comd 2Lt C Hill
Tp SSgt SSgt S Cain

Alpha Tp sends congratulations to newly promoted Sgt Tommy
Woodall and Sgt ‘Scouse’ Alston. Also goodbye to those who
have left the Army to pursue a new career in civvy street, namely,
Sig ‘Bez’ Bateman, and Sig ‘Ste’ Albury. Good luck lads!

INTER SQUADRON BOXING - by Sig Ogden

8 weeks of training for one night. Is it really worth it? Well just ask
anyone who stepped into the boxing ring on 4 December 2002 for
the Inter-Sqn Boxing night. 8 weeks of training started with basic
skills under the guidance of Sgt Bishop and Sig Whitely from
Alpha Tp and Sig Parsons from Bravo Tp. This involved learning
footwork, various jabs, hooks and defensive techniques. Our
personal fitness was built up with 5 weeks of early morning runs
and circuit training. The regime became more intensive as the
weeks passed by and, with the introduction of sparring, our skills
and fitness quickly improved. The team was then introduced to
Broad Plain Boys Club, a boxing club that trains amateurs, where
our skills were honed and the sparring sessions became more and
more intense. 

After weeks of blood, sweat and more sweat, the fight night was
upon us. At the end of an emotional night for all concerned, with
exciting boxing and excellent displays of skill, guts and heart, 244
Sig Sqn came out on top. Victories from the Sqn came from LCpI
Meikle, LCpl Walker, Sig Tipping, Sig Burrows, Sig Albury, Sig
Whitely and Sig Parish, who also gained the award of Best 

Boxer. It takes a lot of courage to step into the ring, so whether
you won or lost on the night you all did yourself and the Sqn
proud.

THE YEAR SO FAR – by 2Lt A Chomse

As a Gap Year Commissioned Officer, I arrived at 21 Sig Regt (AS)
in November 02, having completed the Gap Year Course at
Sandhurst and a Gap Year Tp Comds Course at Blandford. After
the initial kit issue, documentation and interviews I spent most of
the first month familiarising myself with the Regt. 

I spent two days with TM Tp, hosted by W01(FofS) Lewis MBE
and a week with the Regt swimming and waterpolo team, 
watching them fly to victory at the Corps swimming
Championships. This was followed by EX DRAGONS SHOT at
Brawdy and Castlemartin in Wales. December brought a host of
functions: the Sqn Party, a Tp Function, the Mess Ball and the
Officers to Sergeants’ Mess. A few days before the latter I was
informed that as Junior Subaltern I would have to march the
officers down. Having only done about 10 hours of drill in my life, I
decided I needed some help. SSM Budding quickly came to my
rescue, lending me his pace stick and forage cap, typing me up a
list of drill commands to learn and allowing me to practise with a
troop in the hangar! Come the New Year I transferred from Hotel
Tp to become OC Alpha Tp. In January I attended an LPC course
at RAF Odiham, where I was able to have my first flight in a
Chinook. This was immediately followed by EX TYROLEAN
DRAGON, an alpine skiing exercise in Austria. So far the
experience I have gained from this year has been invaluable and I
hope to continue in the same vein during the rest of my year at
Colerne.

BRAVO TROOP

Tp Comd Lt L A Fish
Tp SSgt SSgt Andy Gill

Welcomes are extended to the new arrivals into the troop: Cpl
Rutherford, Sig Harris, Sig Bowden, Sig Taylor and Sgt Daz
Margie, and we say a sad farewell to Cpl Anne Smith, Sig Elsby.
We’ll miss you both! Lots!!

EX DRAGONS SHOT - By Sig Elsby

It was late November when 244 Sig Sqn, blessed with
unseasonably mild weather, were off to Brawdy on EX DRAGON
SHOT, a field firing/adv trg exercise. With a 3’/2 hour journey and
no toilet break (thanks bus driver!!) we arrived in location and took
over the accommodation as fast as we could to get to the bar and
chill out. On Monday morning we were split into two groups, one
going to the ranges for the field firing, organised and run by SSgt
Si Donnelly and the other group left in the capable hands of Lt

LCpl Meikle and Sig Cryle giving it their all
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White, Sgt Margie and Sgt Craig Brooksbank for the adventure
training phase. 

The field firing group were welcomed to Castle Martin ranges by
the DS, led by SSM Budding and SSgt Taylor, and were promptly
ragged on a ‘shakedown’ run, followed by the warm-up firing on
the conventional range. We then moved onto the more complex
ranges, including an ISBR, CQB, Pairs Fire and Manoeuvre and a
particularly scary night ambush. After an unusually comfortable
night in a rickety barn, we cracked on with the second phase,
which included a section in defence i.e. firing hundreds of rounds
at random people and dodgy looking Land Rovers whilst wearing
3-Romeo! All in all, the whole package and the staff were brilliant,
purely for the fact that everyone actually enjoyed their time up to
their ears in mud and rifle oil!

The adventure training group arrived back at Brawdy full of tales
to tell and lies to exaggerate. The good feeling was short-lived
when we saw the weather descend and the thought that we might
actually have to put effort in to the kayaking, walking and cycling
that was in store for us! 

On Day 1 we were split into the relevant groups and I was lucky
enough to get the kayaking group with Sgt Brooksbank. We
recce’d the route and decide that the gentle, undulating river had
quickly transformed into raging rapids! Undeterred, we cracked
on, to discover that kayaking isn’t as easy as we all thought! I
ended up capsized and climbing a tree to survive, while the
remainder were swept downstream! Luckily (some say
unfortunately) we all survived and spent the rest of the day
recovering the lost kayaks and looking for our trainers! 

Day 2 found us walking the Pembrokeshire Coastal Line with Lt
White. Apart from the weather (yet again good old Wales), this
was much better than we expected, and when the rain was not
hitting your eyeballs there were some fantastic sights. The
harbour town of Solva provided welcome relief from the rain as we
got down to a strenuous game of Jenga and a pint (of Coke)
before finishing the day’s walk. The whole week was a lot better
than expected and (almost) everyone really enjoyed themselves.
Some of us were just glad to be alive!!!

HOTEL TROOP

Tp Comd 2 Lt Z K White
Tp Sgt Sgt C Brooksbank

After a particularly frantic Christmas and New Year period, Hotel
Tp has yet again seen the majority of its members prepare to
deploy to sunnier climes. The festive season was busy in more
ways than one for some members of the Tp. Congratulations to
LCpI and Sig Nicholson on the birth of their first baby girl, Ellie
and to LCpI Sherwin and his wife Chrissy for their second baby
girl, Atlanta. Perhaps more exercises in March this year are in
order to halt the Christmas baby boom! 

Congratulations to newly promoted LCpI Phil Butler, and
goodbye to Sgt Dave Halbert, who left us on promotion to NI.
Sgt Halbert will be greatly missed by all in the Tp and Sqn. We
wish you the best of luck for the future. Also goodbye to LCpl
Phillips, who also left us on promotion to the world of EOD. A
warm welcome is extended to the Delta Tp AS Ops who have
joined us from 220 Sig Sqn. Headed up by Sgt Lees and Sgt
Thisby, we trust that you will enjoy being a part of the Tp and
Sqn.

43 (WX) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Andrew Fletcher
SSM WO2 John Glanville

EXERCISE TYROLEAN DRAGON AND DRAGON SLIDE - by
SSgt Fluck

It was a bitterly cold Friday afternoon on 10 Jan 2003, with a very
light snow falling, when the 36 members of 21 Sig Regt (AS)
embarked by coach on EXs TYROLEAN DRAGON and DRAGON
SLIDE. 

These joint exercises were planned to take Regular and Territorial
Army personnel to Austria for an intensive 6 days skiing. After a
tiring drive to Austria we arrived in the small village of Hochfilzen

and we were relieved to see the slopes were white and ready for
our first forays. 

On the first day we were placed into our ski groups after a ‘ski off’
and the exercises proper began. It soon became apparent that
there was a vast difference in skiing ability and that the slopes
were not ideal. However, everyone was determined to make the
most of this skiing opportunity for the next week. 

Tuesday saw more progress on the ski slopes with everybody now
aiming not only for the Basic Ski Proficiency (Alpine) but the new
British Association of Snowsports Instructors civilian awards.
Progress was so quick that the novice group had to be halved to
enable everyone to maximise their newfound abilities. The
advanced group under the guidance of SSgt Andy Gill and the
intermediate groups under the watchful gaze of SSgt Karl Hayter
and Sgt Chris Alston decided to try pastures new and found the
slopes at Fieberbrunn much more challenging. 

Wednesday saw the long awaited snow arrive, but was there were
rumours of a larger fall to follow. The new snow did help the worn
slopes and it made landings softer for some exped members, but
there was still not enough for the top 3 groups, so it was planned
to use the Kitzbuhler Alps further to test their skills. The novice
groups had found the basis for a Regtl race team in Sigs Grant,
Horan, Jesson and Bates who showed no fear despite warnings 
from their instructor... 

Thursday saw the first assessment day, and the advanced group
all achieved Level 6 in the BASI award scheme. The intermediate
groups thoroughly enjoyed the larger, more difficult slopes of the
Kitzbuhler and the better snow. The novice groups decided to
slow things down by practising for both awards and SSgt Phil
Fluck’s group then proceeded to try some synchronised skiing
led by Cpl Jan Teague and Sig Nat Curtis. 

Friday, our last day, arrived. Everyone was tired but were looking
forward to the Slalom and final assessments. As there was such a
difference in skiing ability it was decided to hold a race for the
novice skiers and another for the more advanced. One of the first
racers down was our OIC, Capt Alec Masson, who proceeded to
help everyone else by falling at the fifth gate, but he still managed
to finish the course. 

Our congratulations go to Cpl ‘Dusty’ Miller and SSgt Andy Gill
for being the fastest males and Cpl Jan Teague and Sig Emma
Brook for taking the award for the females. A special mention
goes to Lt Jo King and Pte Kate Brown, who both received the
2IC’s award for best fall and funniest hat. As the exercises
finished, our first line medical staff of Cpl Heidi Sutton and Pte
Kate Brown thankfully did not have to be used for anything more
serious than coughs and colds. A huge thanks must be extended
to the owner of the Chalet, Christa Dullinger for all her help and I
can safely say that everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves on
these very successful deployments.

The basic skiing groups first day on the slopes
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30 SIGNAL REGIMENT

258 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj SA Donovan 
SSM WO2 (SSM) K Tucker

GOOD OLD BLIGHTY 

The Christmas and New Year break saw, for the first time in over
30 months, the Sqn with nearly all its personnel in UK. With
exception of Sgt Coates and LCpl Dawson, who are deployed to
The Falkland and Ascension Islands respectively, the Sqn
personnel were either on post tour leave, pre tour leave or annual
entitlement. It didn’t last long. By the first week back at Bramcote,
VSC 501s and a raft of personnel covering all trades were warned
off, deploying to sunnier climes or getting off the bus once more.
February through to July are expected to be quiet within the Sqn
lines – which will give the Sqn clerks plenty of time to get
amongst their admin.  

In good 30 Sig Regt tradition, the Sqn has ensured that time on
ops has been used constructively. With maximum leave
encouraged around sacred exercise weeks, the Sqn has
deployed, practising in role and honing trade skills. Foxtrot Tp
conducted a successful DCN Anchor HF exercise to Cyprus and
LWRN, training on EX FROSTY BEAR in readiness for their JTFHQ
role. SSgt Phil Render and Lt Caroline Staples visited Kenya,
and apparently conducted a recce in preparation for EX CYGNET
GOLD, which has since been postponed. The crescendo before
Christmas was a Sqn activity day organised by 2Lt Nathan
Streetley, who has arrived from RMAS. Apparently putting his rifle
in a ‘really safe’ place after drill practice, he forgot where it was. 

CO LtCol PF Vingoe 
RSM WO1 (RSM) M Nuttall

RHQ life rumbles on, only at a more hectic pace these days. The
Regt had two successes off the recent WO2 to WO1 promotion
board. Congratulations go to WO2 (ISM) Tipple of 258 Sig Sqn
and WO2 (SSM) Greenwood of 256 Sig Sqn, who have been
selected for promotion. Shortly on the cards is the departure of
the Regt’s football crazed ginger Adjutant, Capt Niall Stokoe. As
one who had colluded and ‘fitted-up‘ many officers during his
tenure, for the sake of the CO’s champagne fines at leaving
lunches, below is a photo of the Adjutant exhausted after a 2 pints
of bitter shandy on a week night. 

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj JS Adams
SSM WO2 (SSM) Greenwood

Alpha Tp have returned recently having been deployed in Camp
Doha in Kuwait. Arriving in October to provide a JOCS team to
support the staff officers of SBLA (Senior British Land Advisors),
the Tp is glad to be back in the UK, but for how long is anyone’s
guess.

Bravo Tp and SHQ 256 Sig Sqn deployed to support the UK
EXCON of EX INTERNAL LOOK at the tail end of 2002. This was a
high level Staff ex, and marked the beginning of a very busy
period for the Regt. Once again Bravo Tp found themselves
working out of a four-star hotel stateside. Cpls Wiggins and
Taylor seem to have perfected the art of wooing Yankee girls! The
few glitches that occurred were put down to the magnetic field
surrounding Lt ‘EMF’ Pritchard, who could drop comms for the
HQ without touching anything. Inversely Cpl ‘Stan’ Standley
found, by accident, that Boots, Combat High could attenuate a
signal.

Charlie Tp were able to squeeze in a week adventurous training in
Capel Curig shortly after their return from Christmas leave.
Although some of the Tp were recalled to Bramcote for a sandy
desert op far from here, the majority enjoyed an arduous week of
training coping with the always favourable Welsh weather. Rock-
climbing, mountain-biking and hill-walking were among the
activities. If you ever get offered a lift by Sig Nukutabu (who had
never ridden a bike before that week) don’t accept. Countless
lorry drivers and civilian ramblers were scared that day as he
came to grips with the steering and braking facilities of the two-
wheeled contraption. There was, of course, a chance on the last
night to enjoy a few pints of real ale in Llandudno, which LCpl
Ware seemed to enjoy even more than the rest of us. 

The Adjt - Fatherhood is a demanding business

Cpl Wiggins reflects on another excellent hearts and minds
exercise with American ladies



250 QUEENS GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj R Moir 
SSM WO2 (SSM) Tol

The majority of the Sqn has been deployed in the Gulf since
October. With various respites for the deployed personnel, not
least a little chunk of Christmas leave, the Sqn has once more
begun to ramp up the number of its soldiers deployed in support
of the various ex’s and ops in the Middle East. Luckily with the OC
back in the UK for the first two weeks of January, the Sqn was
able to officially welcome the CO into his new role as Comd QG
Sigs. The venue was the Himali Club, on camp, and involved the
CO and Mrs Vingoe being garlanded and welcomed by the Sqn
OC, 2IC and SSM. After a short reply from the CO in Nepali, which

everyone understood, it was time for a wonderful dinner prepared
by Sgt Nandakala with a few drinks and several cultural dances
performed by the Bramcote Natch Pariwar. The Sqn warmly
welcomes the new Comd QG Sigs and wish him every success.
Jai QG Signals!
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Foxtrot Troop practising their NBC environment typing skills

The CO as the new Comd QGS and Mrs Vingoe receive garlands
from 250 QG Sig Sqn

31 (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

CO Lt Col Paul Wenlock TD
RSM WO1 (RSM) Paterson

31 REGT WINTER SPORTS TEAM AT KITZSTEINHORN
- by WO2 (FofS) Gaz Pearson and SSgt Shaun Fardy

The team departed from RHQ on 29 November, picking up Sig
Still (the token snowboarder) at Dover, where W02 (FofS) Gaz
Pearson used his considerable charm to get us on an early ferry.
On the ferry, we were able to pick up last minute essentials,
including a very small selection of alcohol, barely enough to last
us the coming six weeks. Once on the wrong side of the channel,
we took it in turns to drive through the night, arriving at Club
Kitzsteinhorn mid afternoon the next day.

First impressions were of a surprisingly comfortable hostel. All
images of the Lake District-style YHA’s were pleasantly
surpassed. After everyone got some well-deserved rest for a few
hours, we were then able to go and visit the local attraction, Crazy
Daisy’s. After a few rounds of drinks and the odd game of Nails,
we all felt suitably refreshed from the journey. It just goes to show,
you can lead a horse to water, but that’s worth two in the bush.

The team hit the slopes the very next day! We soon found our
skiing (and boarding) legs, and got in a day’s practice before the
training started on the Monday. The first week for training saw the
intermediate-skilled people working on their general techniques
with a little bit of race practice, and the advanced ones

concentrating more heavily on slalom practice. The weather
during this week was a little poor, with visibility being very bad at
times, but with some good fresh snow.

The evenings were packed with activities, such as a volleyball
competition, in which the team impressed everyone with their
good sportsmanship by allowing another team to knock them out
in the first round. (You should never really put all your eggs in one
kettle of fish). Local cuisine was sampled, DVD’s were watched
(including an attempt to break the world record for watching one
episode of The Office) and I believe alcohol was also involved at
one or two points (Don’t you mean ‘pints’? - Ed) during the week.

The key social event during the first week was undoubtedly on the
Thursday evening, when most people went into Zell am See to
experience Krampus night. For the uninitiated, it is a parade of
demons who descend from the mountains and beat the evil spirits
out of the women before St Nicholas arrives. So the streets are full
of these demons wandering around, carrying various types of
whips, preying on all available women and children. Believe me,
you don’t get in their way - at least not for the second time!

Unfortunately, Capt Debs Speakman left on the Saturday, so the
rest of the team celebrated by having a night out at Crazy Daisy’s
in her honour, and most went to Salzburg on the Sunday. Those
who, for various reasons, weren’t able to attend, got to see what
they’d missed later on, thanks to Lt Lee McEvoy’s digital camera.
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Reports were that Salzburg is very Christmassy, but none of the
17 pictures of the lighted bridge seemed to convey this very well.

The second week on the slopes was nearly all racing. The seeding
for the skiing events had been decided on the Friday, and the
snowboarding seeding was completed on the Monday. Visibility
was excellent the second week, with the sun shining almost
everywhere, except at the precise location of the skiing races.
This affectionately came to be known as Ice Station Zebra, and
managed an impressive -13 degrees on the Monday.

By Thursday the races were all over, and with some good results
for the Regt. The presentations were held in the Baum Bar, with
numerous trophies given to skiers and boarders. We beat all other
contenders for the TA team trophy, and overall, the skiing team
came 6th out of 20 teams. Our mystery guest skier, ‘Snowplough’,
received two awards, one of which was Best Junior. The only
other individual prize was awarded to LCpl Ali Kelly, who won the
wooden spoon for happiest skier, despite being towards the lower
end of the seeding list. The top skier from our team was Lt Lee
McEvoy, who came 21st overall.

41 (PLK) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Major Steven Ong
SSM WO2 (SSM) Watson

There have been quite a few management changes since the last
update. The Squadron 2IC, Capt Liz Fitzpatrick has moved to
RHQ to become Ops Offr. This was the end of Capt Fitzpatrick’s
second tour with the Sqn and she will be sorely missed. Capt
Debbie Speakman has moved from commanding K Tp to RHQ to
become the Regtl Recruiting and PR Offr. Capt Speakman joined
41 Sqn from East Midlands OTC as a 2Lt in 1997. During her time
with the Sqn, she has served as 2IC N Tp, OC Sqn Recruiting and
OC K Tp. During camp 2001, Capt Speakman led a combined
Regtl tp to Cyprus. Capt Speakman has been a thorough
supporter of the PLK, and served on PLK committee for several
terms of office. The Sqn and especially K Troop, wish her all the
best in her new role. Her replacement is Lt Lee McEvoy, formerly
of 83 Sig Sqn. We wish him a warm welcome. WO2 Rob Watson
has handed over the SSM role to WOII Lol Evans. WOII Watson
is not leaving the Sqn, but taking command of the Sqn Recruiting
and Recruit Trg Team. LCpl Phil Davy has started P Coy, and we
wish him every success.

The Regt started the New Year with a concentration weekend.
Members of the Sqn took part as instructors and students in a
variety of disciplines, including Trade Training, Pre-Corporal’s
Course Cadre, Basic Signals Skills and Range Management.

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Sarah Streete
SSM WO2 Martin Cooper

SSgt Bob Shevels (our AGC Sqn Clerk) was finally promoted

after years of ‘acting up’. LCpl Carys Jones takes on a det in 859
Tp after a successful series of overseas attachments. On a
different note, SSgt Micky Dowds steps up into the post of
acting PSI for the time being as SSgt ‘Taff’ Hamblin completes a
CIS course. LCpl ‘Scotty’ Scott has also re-badged with the
RAMC. His experience as a nurse in civvy-street made the change
particularly appealing to him. He will continue to train with the
Sqn. 

TOTAL CONCEPT WEEKEND, 11-12 JANUARY

This was the first of its kind within the Regt and one of five to be
conducted during the next training year. Soldiers from the Regt
descended onto Pirbright Ranges to participate (according to their
qualifications) in one of a number of trg programmes on offer and
run concurrently over the weekend. A BSS course, Trade training,
NCO training and Officer training were all undertaken. Soldiers
appreciated the opportunity to focus on their own level of training 

continued on Page 161

L-R Capt Alan Walton (QMV), SSgt Shaun Fardy, LCpl Ali Kelly,
‘Snowplough’, W02 (FofS) Gaz Pearson, Sig Tim Still, Sig Darren

Dunne, SSgt Dave Alleyne, Lt Lee McEvoy

Acting PSI SSgt Dowds exchanges an FFR for a photocopier, as
he steps into the shoes of SSgt Hamblin

LCpl Scott sporting his new RAMC look
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35 (SOUTH MIDLAND) 
SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

CO Lt Col C R Owen
RSM WO1 (RSM J T Cauldwell

THE CHOSEN FEW

The series of announcements in Parliament did not come as much
of a surprise, and 35 Sig Regt are no strangers to supporting the
Regular Army. We have supplied soldiers in support of operations
in Bosnia, Kosovo and elsewhere for a number of years, and will
make a significant contribution to 98 (BALKANS) Sig Sqn.
Although some of us now face the uncertainty of compulsory
mobilisation, those who have been warned or nominated have
embraced it as a tremendous challenge. Sharing their new
experience with others who have been mobilised will
counterbalance the anxiety of separation from friends and loved
ones. The effect on some has been quite profound. SSgt Steve
Whitty of 95 Sqn brought his marriage forward from August to
marry Amanda on 22 February. His children are more than happy
with this arrangement. Daughters Emma & Lauren were
bridesmaids and sons, Ryan & Daniel ushers. Elsewhere in the
Regt, Cpl Simon Bloom decided it was time tie the knot before
he is deployed, and married Christine on 15 February. In the
same Sqn, Sgt Wendy Geddes who recently married WO2
Naveed Muhammed in a Muslim ceremony rescheduled her
registry wedding planned for the Easter weekend. 

On a happier note, Sgt Ray Blanchette and LCpl Katie Mulligan,
who have been an item for some years have found themselves
both nominated, although they will serve in different units.
Meanwhile in HQ Sqn, WO2 (RQMS) Steve Cherry, a regular
soldier prepares to be separated from his wife, SSgt Chris
Cherry, a serving TA soldier who has been nominated. In 58 Sqn,
Sgt John Heeson will also be separated from his wife, Sgt Jill
Heeson, while Sgt Andrew Elson is about to say farewell to his
sister, LCpl Joy Guildford, who is serving in the same Sqn.
Others who have already received their call-up letters include
SSgts Steve Colledge and Colin Richards, Cpls Glen Bagnall
and Billy Dawes, LCpls Gareth Kinsey, Dean Madden,
Marriane Meek, Brian Reid and Sig Russ Clarke. In total thirty-
three members of the Regt are to be mobilised and we know they
will be well looked after by the Regular units they are joining,
which include 1 ADSR, 3 ADSR, 2 Sig Regt, 216 Sig Sqn and 207
Sig Sqn. 

TRAIN AND RETAIN

Apart from mobilisation, life in a busy TA unit does go on. With OP
FRESCO on the back boiler and OP TELIC taking centre stage,
training seems to have taken on a new dimension, with greater
emphasis been placed on essential trade skills. Our trade training
camp at Newcastle-under-Lyme and Swynerrton Training area
during 8 – 16 February was therefore perfectly timed. It coincided
with a potential recruit-training week also at Swynerrton, involving

Sgt Wendy Geddes and LCpl Katie Mulligan almost ready for
action 

Cpl Billy Dawes honing his radio skills
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sixteen potential recruits who have joined the TA at a particularly interesting time. The week was perfectly planned by the Regtl YofS, WO2
Steve Hillier and his specialist training team, which included the MTWO, FofS and a clutch of PSI’s and other trade and military training
instructor’s. Their efforts concentrated on basic core skills, including operator training for all trade groups, tech training, electrician training
as well as essential driver training to reduce our
shortfall of C+E and B+E drivers and to qualify all
attendees to Class 3 or 2. 

FROM DRILL HALL TO LONG HAUL

When the CO declared an interest in recruiting from
UOTCs and the need to brief them on what the Regt
can offer, Lt Janet Lawrence tried desperately hard to
follow Lt Paul Rodenhurst’s lead and keep a low
profile. Unfortunately it didn’t work and Janet was
tasked with putting together a PowerPoint brief of life
in the Regt and particularly how it affected her own
life.

Unbeknown to the CO, Janet avoids the camera like
the plague and it almost became a crusade to find
photographs of herself that she could use for this
important briefing. However, with some useful
guidance from the Adjt and the Trg Maj, it finally came
together the night before the presentation. But Janet
was naturally quite apprehensive and intimidated over
facing an audience of over forty somewhat discerning
UOTC cadets – a fearsome prospect. Happily she
gave an excellent presentation and even though many
of her audience had already committed themselves to
the Regular Army, her presentation showed that a
good option remained open with the TA. 

MOVEMENTS

A particularly sad farewell is extended to Cpl Jim
Mackintosh, who leaves the Army after 22 years
service. We wish Jim every success in his civilian
career and hope he re-joins the Regt as a TA soldier.
We have also said farewell to SSgt Geordie Ord on his
posting to Germany and said a temporary farewell to
SSgt (FofS) Mick Fawcett, who is deploying to the
Gulf and wish him a speedy and safe return. Our new
arrivals include SSgt Spats Brodie to 95 Sqn, SSgt
Dickie Hodkins to the LAD and SSgt Dean
Mackenzie, who joins 58 Sqn. We wish our new
arrivals and their families a happy and rewarding tour
with 35 Sig Regt.

Lt Lawrence after the CO dropped his bombshell

8 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND

SIGNAL SQUADRON (218)

OC Maj DC Gaul
RSM WO1 (RSM) KJ Simmons

SQUADRON CHRISTMAS FUNCTION

After long weeks of discussion, the entertainments committee,
Cpls Erin Bridger and Shaz McCreaddie decided to hold the
Christmas function in The Waterside. Everyone entered into the
Christmas spirit by dressing up as Santa and his little helpers,
which obviously added to the success of the party. X-Factor
supplied the music for the evening and everyone took full
advantage of the dance floor. Our thanks go to the Bde and Sig
Sqn Wives Club, who arranged the raffle. Once again SSgt Steve
Mayell managed to get in on the action by winning second prize.
Without the hard work and enthusiasm of the committee the party
would never have happened, so a big thanks there.

COMMS TROOP

Tp Comd Lt RN Wilson
Tp SSgt SSgt S Mayell

After getting through ‘silly season’ in one piece, it’s back to work
and activity in the Tp continues to be hectic. We have had a large
turnover of people and would like officially to welcome Cpl Santa’s Little Helpers
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Varley, from 259 Sig Sqn, LCpl McLoughlin, from 30 Sig Regt, LCpl Pope, from 7 Sig Regt and Sig Young, from RSS. May you all have an
excellent tour with us.

MT SECTION

MTWO WO2 A Stronach RLC
MT Sgt Sgt S Williams RLC

We say goodbye to Sig ‘Del’ D’Lasselle, who left us to further his life Civ Div; to Pte John Birkmyre who is off to 7 Regt RLC. We wish
them all the best in the future. We also like welcome Pte Chris Morgan and his wife Angela, who have recently arrived from 9 Sup Regt
RLC, and Pte ‘Taff’ Wiltshire and his wife Amy, who have come from 2 CS Regt RLC. We welcome you to the fold and hope that you enjoy
yourselves while you are here.

MARCH AND SHOOT COMPETITION - by LCpl Bishop

The March and shoot competition this year took part at Magilligan Training Centre, with a large number of teams arriving from all over the
Province to compete for the coveted prize. We owe a lot to the support and admin staff who had prepared the area the day before.
Unknown to us, a gale during the night had half demolished their previous day’s hard work. They found tents strewn along the ranges,
which meant all hands to the pump to restore things before the teams arrived to book in. 

The competition consisted of different activities from clay pigeon shooting, falling plate, military quiz, first aid, and (worst of all) an 8 mile run
with full kit. At least we had the luxury of starting first, which meant we got it over and done with early. Everyone involved with the 218 Sig
Sqn team coped really well throughout the day and enjoyed it…I think?

It was a well run and enjoyable day with every team putting in really fast times on the run, and competing well on the different stands. Once
everyone had finished, it was time for the presentation and 218 Sig Sqn had gained a respectable fourth place, missing out on retaining the
trophy we did so well to win the year before. It just means that we’ll have to work harder to get it back next year.

RQMS DEPARTMENT

RQMS WO2 D Inman
Tp Sgt Sgt C McCabe RLC

The Dept has had a busy few months. Since the end of summer a lot of manpower has been away on different ex’s and courses, we have
also had some happy as well as sad occasions. We say a sorrowful goodbye to LCpl Andy Smith and his family, who have gone to Bicester
to run around the sites. LCpl ‘Stu’ Eason went away to Thatcham on a map-reading course and he is still trying to work out how to fold a
map correctly and how to find his way to the kettle to make the brews. We say congratulations to the same LCpl Eason and his wife on the
birth of their daughter, Ruby Pauline. We also like to say get well soon to the RQMS, WO2 D Inman, who has just come out of hospital
after an operation.

8 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (218) save the day on the first aid stand



sharing expertise and resources have proved
invaluable. Cadre courses, upgrading and pre-career
courses have been tremendously successful and
have involved students and DS from all three units.
Similarly, a plethora of sporting events has attracted
great competitive interest as well as joint teams
going off to represent the Station. The Station PRI
Superstore is a joint venture shared by all, and one
of many facilities financially embraced by all to serve
the community.

With three independent Sig units together, there is a
good opportunity for inter-unit postings. The
advantages here, particularly for married personnel,
are manifold. To be posted to a new unit without
having to move house and change schools is a real
plus. With the large NATO HQ 20 minutes up the
road in JHQ, there are plenty of job opportunities for
wives and dependants. Accordingly, extended tours
in the same area enable them to establish
themselves and develop their own careers. Similarly,
for the children, there’s an excellent array of schools
covering all age groups.  The benefits of keeping
children in stable education are self-evident. Already
we are seeing a number of soldiers completing tours
in one unit and moving on to a co-located one.

Much has happened over the last year and many
improvements have taken place. Complacency,
however, is not a word in the Station’s vocabulary
and we’re constantly working towards our aim…to
be the best community in the British Army.
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ELMPT STATION

JAVELIN BARRACKS

OUR FIRST YEAR

It’s about a year now since the Army’s takeover of
the former RAF Brüggen, now re-named Elmpt
Station, and it seems like a good opportunity to
introduce the place to those not familiar with it. This
we do for two reasons. Firstly, like most people, we
like to talk about ourselves.  Secondly, as Javelin
Barracks houses 16 Sig Regt, 7 Sig Regt and 280
Sig Sqn (in all, a total of around 1300 RSigs
personnel), there’s a good chance that at some
stage a high percentage of Corps personnel will
serve here. If you’re an AS Op, or an Installation
Tech, for example, we hold about 25% of all the
Corps jobs in these trades.

Elmpt Station consists of Javelin Barracks, plus a
married quarter community in Wildenrath, and
another, smaller one in Bracht. Javelin Barracks is a
sizeable piece of German real estate about 20km
east of Moenchengladbach and a couple of cable
lays from the Dutch border. Geographically, the
Barracks is well situated. The main gate is literally at
the end of an autobahn, which gives easy access to
a number of German cities, including Düsseldorf
(30Mins), and Cologne (45Mins). In the opposite
direction some 20 minutes away is the Dutch town
of Roermond.  Roermond is generally accepted as
the water sports capital of Northern Europe and
many soldiers and their dependants take advantage
of the excellent facilities the town offers. Of the four
major RAF bases that existed in Germany
(Gütersloh, Wildenrath and Laarbruch being the
other three) Brüggen was generally accepted as the
‘jewel in the crown’ and was the last of the four
bases to close.  Subsequently, the RAF spent a great
deal of time, effort and money developing the
Station’s facilities.  The site offers a great deal in
terms of working and living accommodation and off-
duty activities; all of which, of course, we’ve
inherited.

Not everything is as good as we’d like, though.
Between the RAF running down, and the Army
arriving, some of the buildings and amenities fell into
disrepair.  Part of this year’s effort has been spent in
redressing that and fine-tuning the accommodation
needs to meet the new occupants’ requirements.
That said, there can’t be too many barracks boasting
their own 18 hole golf course, an outdoor swimming
pool (and another one in the quarters patch at
Wildenrath), a 6 lane bowling alley, a fishing lake,
gliding club etc etc… you get the picture. 

The advantages of having three R Sigs units under
the same roof are many. The social life in the messes
and the clubs is excellent.  The added advantages of

Many field exercises can be run within the
boundaries of Javelin Barracks



THE WIRE, APRIL 2003 157

Lady Warrior. Wives of Elmpt Station try their hand at
soldiering

7 Sig Regt had a successful rugby season

Christmas dinner in the Javelin junior ranks mess
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71 (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT

CO Lt Col S C R Malik TD
RSM WO1 (RSM) S P J White

The Officers, Warrant Officers and Senior Non-Commissioned Officers of the Regiment dine at Woolwich Mess courtesy of the Royal Artillery
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evening festivities.  The main event of the weekend was to say
farewell to the OC, Maj Craig Tallents, who left us in January to
join the staff of HQ 2 (NC) Sig Bde.  During the weekend the OC
saw for the last time his soldiers compete in an inter-tp patrol
competition, which was won by 881 Sig Tp, based at Harlow. 

REGIMENTAL TRAINING

A trg weekend was held in January 03 with the Regt coming
together at Napier Barracks, part of the Cinque Ports Training
Area. The weekend consisted of trade training and a sports
competition with mess functions on the Saturday evening.  It was
a resounding success with a very high attendance from the Sqn.

RECRUIT INDUCTION WEEKENDS

The Sqn had three recruits attending the Regtl Induction
weekends in January and February 2003.  Recruiting is going well
and we already have four recruits for the Induction training that
commences in April 2003.

FINALLY

All ranks would like to say farewell to Maj Craig Tallents who has
commanded the Sqn for the last three years. He and Kay will be
sadly missed. We welcome Maj Michael Wood as the new OC.
He has been promoted from his position as Sqn 2IC.

The Sqn also welcomes LCpl Kelly Cloughton back from a two-
year tour on FTRS.

265 (KENT AND COUNTY OF LONDON YEOMANRY) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

OC Maj Penny Wood
SSM WO2 (SSM) Stephen Shelley

CHRISTMAS WEEKEND

The Sqn Christmas weekend is devoted to two simple objectives:
To ensure as many outstanding bounty ITDs are undertaken to
ensure maximum opportunity for Sqn members to receive their
certificate of efficiency; and to have a Sqn Christmas dinner,
courtesy of the waitering skills of the officers.

December 2002 was no exception. It was an exceptional
weekend, thanks to WO2 (SSM) Steve Shelley’s organisation and
the superb catering skills of Cpl Christie (in turn, thanks to 70 EY
Sig Sqn) who had agreed to cook for the 45 or so punters
expecting the usual Chrimbo slap up.

Whilst the Saturday afternoon passed in a blur of ITD Power point,
one session certainly stuck in the mind, especially now, as friends
and colleagues prepare for what could be an uncertain time in the
Middle East.  Former Sqn OC, Maj David Hannam, joined us in
the afternoon to give us an overview of the various Sqn
Associations. 

By way of introduction, to new and old members alike, he
explained that with the amalgamations of the Volunteer Reserves
over the decades, the title 265 (Kent and County of London
Yeomanry) Sig Sqn (Sharpshooters) has many and varied

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

RHQ and the permanent staff of the Regt have continued to be
kept busy.  OP FRESCO has taken over most, if not all the TACs.
We are now preparing and despatching equipment to OP TELIC,
with some of the Regt’s personnel being nominated for
deployment.  The Regt has also had its EC and LS inspections,
which have kept the QM on his toes.  A very successful Regtl
weekend, concentrating on Trade skills and Officer/SNCO
training, was conducted in January and was very well received by
all who attended.  The Officers still talk about the sword drill.  

68 (INNS OF COURT & CITY YEOMANRY) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

OC Maj Jonathan Manley TD
SSM WO2 Terry Gardiner

It has been an extremely sad start to 2003 for the Sqn, with the
deaths of both the Honorary Colonel, Col The Earl of Limerick
KBE DL, and of Col GD Thompson CBE MC TD DL, a past
Honorary Colonel.  

Lord Limerick (then as Viscount Glentworth) joined the City of
London Yeomanry (Roughriders), one of the predecessors of the
current Sqn, in the late 1950s, hanging up his spurs for the first
time in the early 1960s. With an extremely diverse and involved
civilian career, Lord Limerick was then appointed Honorary
Colonel of the Inns of Court and City Yeomanry, which includes 68
(IC & CY) Sig Sqn in March 1993. Throughout his time as
Honorary Colonel, he maintained an extremely keen and active
interest in everything with which the Sqn has been involved and
closely followed the progress of the soldiers in the Sqn.  To this
end, he donated the Limerick Cup awarded every year to the best
new recruit. Most recently, he had been very involved with the
Lord Mayor’s Procession, various Remembrance Services and the
granting of the Freedom for the London Borough of Waltham
Forest to the Sqn in April 2002. In addition to being Sqn (and
Band) Honorary Colonel, Lord Limerick had also spent a number
of years in the mid 1990s as Honorary Colonel of 71 (Y) Sig Regt.

Less than a fortnight after the sad news of Lord Limerick’s death,
we were informed that Col Digby Thompson had also passed
away.  After wartime service with the 12th  Lancers, Col Digby
joined the Inns of Court Regiment (The Devil’s Own), later
becoming CO and presiding over its amalgamation with the City
of London Yeomanry. He was then appointed Honorary Colonel
for the period from 1977 to 1989, when he was always keen to
see the Yeomanry traditions and style retained, whilst at the same
time ensuring that the Sqn achieved its best efficiency in its new
RSigs role.

Both Col Thompson and Lord Limerick devoted an immense
amount of time and enthusiasm to 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn, Band,
Cadets, OCA and other affiliations, and will be sadly missed. The
memorial service for Col Digby Thompson was at 6pm at
Lincoln’s Inn Chapel on Wednesday, 26 February. That for Col
Lord Limerick was at 12pm at St Margaret’s, Westminster on
Tuesday 1 April. 

On a less serious note, 10 January saw the annual all ranks dinner
of 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn, together with the awards and
presentations for success in training over the past year. The
winners were: the William Whine Award (best overall contributor) -
LCpl Adam Tear; the Fern Award (best trade training) – LCpl
Justin Brahma; the Cartwright Award (best field-craft skills) – Sig
(now LCpl) Conrad Paton; and the Limerick Cup (best recruit) –
Sig Claire Hughes.

70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON - CHELMSFORD
AND HARLOW

OC Maj Michael Wood 
SSM WO2 (SSM) Jim Swain

The Sqn has been through another very busy period over the last
few months with the Christmas weekend, Regtl Training and
continuing Recruit Induction Weekends.

CRISTMAS WEEKEND

This was our best-supported weekend of the year with not only
serving members of the Sqn but past members gathering for the

Members of the Sqn during the inter-tp patrol competition
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constituent parts.  Today the Kent Yeomanry and the County of
London Yeomanry (Sharpshooters) are the only Yeomanry heritage
with 3 full Sqns in the TA still carrying their title.  This is unique
and means that we have a number of Associations linking to us,
including the RSA Brighton Branch, via our 884 Signal Tp.

David is Chairman of The Sharpshooters Yeomanry Association,
which was formed during WWII to act as the liaison and welfare
organisation for the family and repatriated Sharpshooters.  Back
in those days the Sharpshooters were Armoured regts,
comprising the 3 CLY (Sharpshooters) and 4 CLY (Sharpshooters)
of the famed 7th Armd Div (The Desert Rats).

Today the Association has formed two Branches linked to the drill
halls at Croydon and Bexleyheath/Brighton to provide the link to
the current day Sharpshooter Sqns.  The Association purpose is:
‘to promote the efficiency of the Army by: (a.) maintaining contact
between past and present members of the Regt, fostering mutual
friendship between them and providing for social gatherings for
them; and (b.) fostering esprit de corps, comradeship and the
welfare of the Regt and preserving its traditions…’ Our local
Association Branch is the KCLY Association (Sharpshooters) and
is chaired by a character by the name of Capt Tony Jewell. The
Branch also acts as a liaison with the WWII veterans from The

Kent Yeomanry Association.

To illustrate the spirit of the Sharpshooter Family, David provided
a very impressive presentation involving slides, maps and video.
He recounted the early days in WWII of the Sharpshooter Regts
and the run up to and the first action in the Western Desert as part
of OP CRUSADER on 19 November 1941 at Bir El Gubi.  Young
men, far from home, but well trained and with a collective purpose
went into battle against the Ariete and Afrika Korps.  It was a
stirring account of bravery, good luck, bad luck and sadness as
several Sharpshooters lost their lives.  The video of Roy Cawston
(at the time a 21 year old wireless operator in a Crusader tank in
the thick of the assault) recounting his feelings and memories
provided a moving highlight to the talk.  The Association Annual
Dinner, to which all serving Sharpshooters are invited to attend, is
held on the nearest Friday to 19 November and is called the El
Gubi Dinner in remembrance.

It was a humbling experience to meet with these veterans and
hear their first-hand accounts, usually delivered in a non-
melodramatic, self-deprecating way.  It is refreshing to see that
their aims remain somewhat similar to those of the younger
soldiers attending the Christmas weekend - to enjoy the event
and each other’s company as much as possible. 

CANADIAN FORCES SCHOOL OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND
ELECTRONICS
- By Maj PJ Watt R SIGNALS, UK
Exchange Officer (EO)

The Canadian Forces School of
Communications and Electronics
(CFSCE) is responsible for training
all officers and Non Commissioned
Members (NCMs) of the
Communications and Electronics
Branch in leadership,
communications and electronics
skills.  Although Tri-Service in its
composition, the School is primarily
responsible for training to meet the
needs of the Army and the Air Force
and comprises 3 main training Sqns
responsible for the delivery of
training, as well as a separate
Support and Standards Sqn.

The R Sigs EO post at CFSCE has
been in existence since the 1970s
and has, for the majority of that
time, been responsible for NCM
operator training.  At present, the
EO commands B Sqn, with
responsibility for all recruit and
career training (LCpl to WO2) for the
Signal Operator, Line Maintainer
and Comms Research trades.  In addition, the Sqn is responsible
for conducting a number of occupational specific courses, Tri-
Service SIGINT and Army EW, for the Comms Research trades.

As always, CFSCE is pleased to welcome visiting military staff
from the Commonwealth and, in particular, from the UK.  In
December 02 we were pleased to host a visit by the Comd RSS,
Col JK Ewbank, as part of his visit to Canadian Forces (CF). He
was accompanied by Maj Guy Benson, OC RSG, and Maj Jeff
Howes Royal Canadian Signals, OC 1 Sqn, 11 Sig Regt.  During
his visit, Col Ewbank was able to gain a greater understanding of
the CF’s Tactical Command and Control Communications System
(TCCCS), both in the field and within the training environment.
Having already fielded their digital CNR, the CF are in the process 

of acceptance trials for the associated digital Wide Area 
System and Col Ewbank was able to glean many important
lessons which will assist with the introduction of training for
BOWMAN.

The School remains focused on the delivery of communications
and electronics training and is constantly updating itself to reflect
the new training as a result of digitization within the CF. However,
as we progress into 2003, CFSCE will become the focus for
hosting the celebrations to mark a hundred years of Canadian
military communications and electronics.  These celebrations are
due to take place at the end of August 03 in Kingston, Ontario and
any previous UK EOs from CFSCE or the old 1 CDHSR would be
made most welcome.

MCpl Pitre shows Col Ewbank how to work the TCCCS eqpt. Majs Benson, Howes and Watt look on

CANADIAN FORCES SCHOOL OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND

ELECTRONICS
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whilst sharing in certain resources, such as staff, messing and
accommodation. The success of the venture ensured that it would
remain a common fixture in annual trg programmes to come.

OPERATION FRESCO – ROYAL NAVY

As OP FRESCO takes a firm hold on the nation, 56 Sig Sqn (V) is
doing their bit. FFRs in the garages have shuffled over to make
room for two sparkling Green Goddesses (GGs). The RN has
moved into the mess and has settled into the routine of periodic
call-outs and endless cups of coffee. This was an excellent
opportunity to test our power supply. The 100w fuses into the
main building have had trouble providing enough spark for the
60W cooker and the extra heating and lighting in demand. After
four blackouts in one night, CAT Power (who is supporting OP
FRESCO) came to the rescue with an extra gene. The SSM has
been able to brew up again on TA nights! 

SQUADRON RECRUIT TRAINING 

As part of a new Regtl Recruit Trg Scheme, ten recruits
commenced their trg package on 28 January 03. The new scheme
differs from the old trickle system where they will move through
the training cycle collectively after an RHQ Foundation Trg
Weekend in London. The recruits have an option to complete a
two-week concurrent training package or a series of five
weekends. The qualities of team-building will be inculcated into
the soldiers from the very outset. 

83 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj James Gagen RASigs
SSM WO2 (SSM) Cahill

Along with other Sqns, 83 deployed to Pirbright ATR on 11-12
January, for the Regt’s Total Concept Trg Weekend. Generally the
weekend was well received by all but unfortunately failed to

generate any suitably funny anecdotes.

REGIMENTAL SHOOTING TEAM

The Sqn is supplying a number of potential snipers for the Regtl
Shooting Team training being run by the QM, Maj Krishna
Gurung. For once, the competition is quite fierce, as the quality of
training has generated a strong interest. The top tips from the Sqn
for a place in the team are WO2 Matt Cahill, Sgt Stuart
Farquharson-Roberts, LCpl Rich Leyland and LCpl Gareth
Burgess. However Sig Andre Ransaran waited until the last 20
rds of the day to pull out his top score of the day to pile the
pressure on the old school mafia.

We welcome our new Sqn OC, Maj James Gagen, RASigs and Lt
Nelson Reynolds from 38 Sig Regt (V). Congratulations to Sig
Johnson on passing the first stage of her recruit training at
Crowborough Camp. Farewell to the 14 pigeons that used to live
in the Garages courtesy of Sgt Si Butler.

94 (BY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Hugh Robertson
SSM WO2 Pete Watson

SQUADRON APWT

An APWT and ITD weekend was held on the Ash Range complex
over the weekend 25-26 January 2003. The APWT was fired on
the ETR range and run by Capt Steve Hudson. It was a bright
day with a light wind blowing up the range. Lt Neville MacMillan,
of 886 Tp and Sergeant Colin Deane, of 908 Tp, achieved the
highest scores. The night shoot phase proved interesting to all,
although the scores achieved appeared to suggest that most were
firing BLNV (Beyond Limit of Night Visibility). Or were they firing
blanks?

The following morning a CFT was carried out round the area of
Pirbright Camp. LCpl Al Grey of 908 Tp, assisted by Cpl
Nicholas, put us through the test, along with some interesting drill
movements. 94 Sig Sqn are providing four key personnel for 98
Sig Sq, a composite TA Sqn that is shortly to be sent to the
Balkans. The 2IC, Capt John Kendall, who works in the IT
industry, and Sgt Andy Green (Military Training Team) works as an
IT networking consultant. Sgt Mark Downer and LCpl Jon
Botting both of 885 Tp based in Reading, work respectively in
marketing and as a civil engineer. Their last trg weekend was at
Swynnerton with a final training weekend in the Welsh borders
practising basic military skills. They are preparing for an eight-
and-a-half month mobilisation including six months service based
in the Balkans. The main difference between the role of 98
(BALKANS) Sig Sqn (V) from that of it’s predecessor, 97
(BRITFOR) Sig Sqn (V) is that its role is now pan-Balkan. The Sqn
comprises BRITFOR Tp, based on the Banja Luka Metal Factory
(BLMF); Kosovo Tp, based at Pristina; and a multi-national Tp,
which includes volunteers from Canada and the Netherlands, and
also based at BLMF.

On his posting to 98 Sig Sqn, Capt John Kendall has just handed
over the role of 2IC to Capt Vince Connolly, who has in turn
relinquished command of 908 Tp in Windsor.
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The Sqn ‘New Garages’ as a fire station providing cover for the
Eastbourne & district area

32 (SCOTTISH) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj Cammy Payn
SSM WO2 (SSM) Norma Sproul

The Sqn’s training year got off to an early start with the trg
weekend over 11/12 January. The high attendance ensured that
the busy trg programme of MT, SHEF and Comms training was
enjoyed by most of the Sqn. The last event on the Saturday saw
the Sqn bid a happy 60th Birthday to SSgt Marylin Niblock. Well
done Marylin. Here’s to many more.

On Sunday, a wet and drizzly Mugdock Country Park played host
to the Sqn Orienteering competition. Despite the inclement

conditions, another good turnout allowed a highly competitive
event to be run. In the end, the dynamic team of Sgt Jackie
Sliman, SSgt McLean and Sgt John Flook (who required a little
motivation) ran out clear winners. Keeping up the Sigs end were
the second placed ‘techno team’ of Capt Jack Dempsey and Sig
Chris Lawson.

With Redford Barracks occupied by OP FRESCO, it was off to
Cultybraggan for RTW 9 over the weekend of 17/19 January. HQ
Sqn participated in the mix of trade and ITD trg and also
contributed heavily to the Offrs’ and Sgts’ Mess Burns Supper.
QM Capt Graham Reith delivered his now legendary ‘Address to
the Haggis’. The ground shook and the air thundered as he
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33 (LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE) 
SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

delivered the immortal lines to the doomed Haggis. Once again
the roof, and a couple of nearby guests were lucky to escape
injury from the great scything of the cutlass that the QM swung in
support of the great Bard’s utterances. Amongst others chipping
in were SSgt Marylin Niblock, with the outstanding ‘Lassies’
Reply’, Capt John Lynch, with his moving ‘The Immortal Memory’
and Capt Phil Donegan, with some very saucy Burns prose. In
summary, a great evening complimented by the enormous
spiritual influence of the Padre and White & McKay.

Outwith trg, the Sqn has been coping well with the presence of
the Regular Army fire fighters. The Sqn and Regt are continually
indebted to the Permanent Staff in Jardine Street, who ensure that
the day to day business and OP FRESCO continue uninterrupted.
Indeed, the Sqn has contributed to the op with the voluntary
services of Cpl Brannigan, LCpl McCartney and LCpl Buntine,
who were assisting the FRTs at Edinburgh and York.

The Sqn Offrs’ Mess social life has been kick-started into life with
a couple of events. A curry supper at the end of January was
quickly followed by a trip, organised by the great ‘bon viveur’,
Regt 2IC Maj Roddy Sutherland, to Tennant’s Caledonian

Brewery in Glasgow. The Sqn Offrs and various guests looked
longingly at the 1800 cans per minute, flowing along the
production line. After such titillation, the only recourse was to
deploy to the free bar at the end of the trip.

Just after Christmas, the Sqn was pleased to welcome Cpl
Plunkett from Northern Ireland. Cpl Plunkett brings considerable
experience from service with 2 Sqn and 40 Sig Regt, and will no
doubt be a great asset to the Sqn. The sqn also recently
welcomed the services of Sgt Lambie in his role as NRPS. With
his 22 years of prior service and previous work with ABRO, the
Sqn stands to gain a great deal from his wealth of knowledge.

Congratulations to LCpl Dorrian who recently who recently
completed her Class II cse and also to Pte Burns, who passed
her basic Clerks cse. After gaining an excellent grade in her Mil
Law, she is now looking for a supporting role in the BBC series
Red Cap.

2003 will be a challenging year for the Sqn, with a requirement to
work around the rebuild of the garages, which is due to
commence in April. More immediately the Sqn is casting its eye to
the supporting role that it will be playing in CORPSAAM.

CO Lt Col DW Somerville MBE
RSM WO1(RSM) S Day

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

EXERCISE NORTHERN MANCUNIAN EAGLET

On a cold January morning, a team of intrepid explorers set off
from the sanctity of Liverpool to face the harsh brutality of the
French Alps. This adventure training exercise was born at the last
minute, due to the otherwise engaged 1 (UK) Armd Div. The main
thanks go to SSgt Sam Faulds, who brought a whole new
meaning to fashion police in his complete Asda ensemble. Very
proud he was too, to let everyone know that his entire ski clothing
for the holiday cost as much as a decent pair of jeans. It was,
however, his decisive organisation that allowed the trip to
proceed.

The location for the trip was Les Contamines, which sits in the
shadow of Mont Blanc, about 30km from Chamonix, the principal
town in the region. The accommodation was perfectly placed at
the base of the main gondola up into the ski area. The first night,
the temperature dropped so low that we managed to persuade
even Cpl Dave Neal to break into a trot.

The first day on the slopes brought deep blue skies and empty
pistes, along with a revelation from Capt Karl Jeeves and SSgt
Sam Faulds that it had been a decade since either of them had
strapped planks of wood to their feet and attempted to travel from
the top to a bottom of a hill in control. ‘In Control’ is not exactly
the words I would use to describe the first morning of skiing, as
French school children scattered in fear of their lives. Very soon,
however, after a few very spectacular falls, all the members of the
group began to find their ski legs.

The best fall of the week must go to Cpl Dave Neal, who left his
skis behind as he nose-planted into the side of the mountain. My
only regret is that we didn’t catch it on camera. Meanwhile Capt
Karl Jeeves was continually face-planting as he refused to admit
that he was simply not up to it on a snowboard. Of course he did
manage to ‘nail’ all sorts of jumps, curiously always when no one
else was around. Funny, that!

In the bars in the evening, we studiously reflected on the highs
and the lows of the preceding day’s skiing, whilst looking forward
to the triumphs of the next day. On many occasions, the beers
arrived with bravery pills added. Suddenly the following day was
filled with dares and bets on just how high Cpl Neal would jump,
or, that SSgt Sam Faulds would indeed attempt snow boarding.
Cpl Neal, to his credit, kept one of the brave pills in his system as
he volunteered to try snowboarding on the fourth morning.

Borrowing the Adjt’s board, he strapped the tray onto his feet and
began a careful descent of the first slope. 2 hours later, having
travelled a total of 250 metres, lost 3 pints of sweat, invented new
swear words and irreversibly changed the colour of his ski jacket
to white, he admitted defeat and reverted to skis. Still, this was
nearer to success than the trip organiser, who promised such
great things as another brave pill dropped, plink, plink, fizz into his
pint!

The trip itself was a resounding success, particularly given the
extremely short amount of time to organise everything. The
location is perfect for military expeditions. All the participants vow
not to let it be another decade before skiing again.

59 (CITY OF LIVERPOOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj J Miller
SSM W02 (SSM) P Williams

PRESENTATION

SSgt Halewood with the Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside



The Lord Lieutenant of Merseyside Certificate of Meritorious
Service was recently presented to SSgt Denise Halewood. In
addition to her contribution to the TA in general and the Sqn in
particular, the award also recognised the immense amount of
work for charity carried out by SSgt Halewood.

TA FOOTBALL CHALLENGE CUP

The Sqn continues to excel at soccer and has once again reached
the final of the NW Area TA Cup. In particular, we congratulate Sig
Paul Goulard on representing the TA at national level.

42 (CITY OF MANCHESTER) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj D Titheridge
SSM W02 (SSM) I Coburn

EXERCISE NORMANDY QUEST, 26-29 NOVEMBER 2002

EX NORMANDY QUEST was a tour to the battlefields of
Normandy and a detailed and amusing report, by Capt Chris
Hopkins of 80 Sqn, appeared in last month’s WIRE. However, as
pictures of the tour were not available at the time and the only
camera taken belonged to 42 Sqn, a picture of interest isincluded
in this Sqn’s latest offerings.

GREENHILL TROPHY 2002

The Greenhill Trophy is awarded annually by Dep Comd 11 Sig
Bde to the subaltern whom he considers has produced the best
allround performance by a young officer in the Bde. In 2002, it 
was awarded to 2Lt Danny Fenwick of 42 Sig Sqn (V) and it was
a first for the Sqn and the Regt. The trophy was inaugurated by
the first Dep Comd, Col Greenhill in 1988.

PROMOTIONS

During his visit, Col Davenport kindly consented to do the
honours following the recent Regt promotion board and promoted

the following Sqn members: Sgt Dave Kerr to SSgt (SQMS); Sgt
Timothy Mountfield to SSgt; Sgt Kevin Westall to SSgt; Cpl
Alwyn Murray to Sgt; and Cpl Kenny Bryan to Sgt. The Colonel
and the CO joined the remainder of the Sqn in the bar to take
advantage of the promotion drinks and the excellent curry
prepared by our resident gourmet chef, Cpl Pete Marchant, late
of CVHQ.

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES

December brought the usual round of social events and mess
functions with the Sqn allranks Christmas ball on the 14 
December proving to be most successful. However, perhaps the
most enjoyable event, organised by Sgt Duncan Anderson, was
the children’s party and trip to the Pantomime to watch Snow
White and The Seven Dwarfs. Star of both events was LCpl Stu
Green, who ‘volunteered’ to act as Father Christmas and, judging
by his figure, had obviously been training for the role throughout
the year.

DINING OUT

In January the Sqn SNCOs gathered at the local Police Social
Club at Hough End in Moss Side to dine out Sgt Lesley Ward.
Lesley has been our head chef for many years. She joined the
Sqn in 1988 originally to train as an op, RSigs and then, because
she couldn’t stand the food, transferred to the RLC to retrain in
cookery to try to do something about it! Lesley has enjoyed her
time at Norman Road and has reason to be grateful to the Sqn. It
was through joining the TA that she met her husband, Graham,
even though she eventually had to call him Sir when he became
the SSM!

80 (CHESHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj S Mason
SSM W02 (SSM) Eddowes

The Sqn has recently said a sad farewell to OC, Maj Dave
Titheridge to 42 Sqn, SSM Frank Hale to HQ and Capt Ken Sirr,
also to 42. We wish them all good luck in their new posts. The
going away function, organised by SSM Jim Eddowes and Capt
Chris Hopkins was a great night, made more interesting by Capt
Bob Banner and SSgt Mick Barton’s attempts to do speeches in
a public place against a very loud and keen singing entertainer.
We also welcome 2Lt Barker and Lt Geordie Bartlett to the
team.

The Sqn has been extremely busy in its first four weeks of 2003
with RSIT, PRE and 98 (BALKANS) Sig Sqn to name a few. The
regular team, led by SSgt Langley and ably supported by SSgt
Richards, Sgt Booth and Cpl King continue to work against the
clock, and manpower challenges. A new recruiting drive has been
initiated by acting OC, Capt (TOT) Phil McGiveron and SSM
W02 Jim Eddowes. Capt Chris Hopkins and SSgt (SQMS)
‘Sammy’ Collister have also found time to introduce the rigours
of TA life to our latest work experience brothers Craig and Callum
Wright, both of whom have now joined the Sqn.

Finally we should mention a few of our ‘core team’ who always
assist during times of stress and keep 80 Sqn on the road, namely
SSgt Murphy; Sgts Patton, Bland, Dace and Bermingham;
LCpls Cross and Hutchinson; and Sigs Dowling and Webster.
More recently joining the growing throng we welcome Sig
McNally.

98 (BALKANS) SIG SQN

Trg continues for our five Bosnia volunteers, Sgt Bland, LCpl
Pete Hutchinson, Sigs Angie Dowling and Jimmy Walker and
Pte Dave Jones. To date three weekend trg events have been
successfully negotiated by the team, preparing them for the
mobilisation phase at Chilwell and subsequent operations in
theatre. The trg has been a mixture of basic soldiering skills
combined with off-road driving. Another useful tip for the tour has
been the map coordinates for them in the TAOR cheap pirate CD
shop. The team are all looking forward to the new experience of
going to work every day only 50 metres from their beds, catching
breakfast en route. Seriously, we look forward to the challenge of 
providing much-needed and reliable communications to people
relying on the service for operational reasons.
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Sgt Tommy Hankin committing yet another foul

Colonel Elton Davis laying a wreath on the grave of Pte Kenneth
Roy Ainsworth killed in action whilst serving with the 5 Bn, The
East Lancs Regt, predecessors of 59(City of Liverpool) Sig Sqn
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CO Lt Col Garry Hearn
RSM WO1 (RSM) D Newton

It is with sad regret that the Regt must announce the recent tragic
death of the CO, Lt Col Ian Hall TD whilst on holiday with his
family in Florida. The thoughts of all officers and soldiers are with
his wife, Anne-Marie and their 2 young boys, Jamie and Edward.
On 11 February a memorial service for Lt Col Hall was held at
Carlton Bks, Leeds, the home of 49 Sig Sqn. Located close to the
offices of Halifax Bank of Scotland where Ian worked, this
enabled many of his work colleagues to be among the 120 people
who attended. The service was brought to a close with a lament
played by a lone piper - a fitting tribute to our late CO. An obituary
has been included in this edition of The WIRE.

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj Chris Jones TD
SSM WO2 (SSM) Neal Dixon

LAD

OC Capt Ray Simpson
AQMS WO2 Andy Kingston

One of TA REME’s events of the year is EX NORTHERN
BLUEBELL, held at Warcop usually in early summer. This is a
competition event that takes place over a full weekend and covers
military, trade and general knowledge skills and culminates with
an assault course plus march and shoot competition. The
competition is taken very seriously by the LAD and all
participants, so training began in earnest in March 2002 for the
June competition. 

I think I speak for all participants, to say that it was a challenging
weekend and although we did not win any prizes the team put
100% effort into it and enjoyed taking part. We look forward to the
next one.

Leading up to the main event of the year (EX ARRCADE FALCON
02) in October, various other minor exercises took place taking us
to various locations in the North East. One that was enjoyed by all
who attended was the Sqn adventure-training weekend in the
Lake District at Keswick. Many thanks to the organisers SSgt Ian

34 (NORTHERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

Cairnes and Sgt Bob Silk and all the supporting staff. We, the
LAD, hope to host a similar event in return.

As mentioned earlier, EX ARRCADE FALCON was the main event
of the year and the LAD was able to provide full support to the
Regt and the Sqns for the whole fortnight. On the whole this was
a successful exercise from the LAD’s perspective and gave us a
chance to show that we can play an active part in making sure the
Regt can deploy when required and stay mobile.

Congratulations to recently promoted Sgt Andy Raeburn and
LCpl Andy Findlay. Good luck to Sgt Bob Tracey who has left
the TA and also our SPSI, SSgt Rob Deakin who leaves on
promotion to WO2. We welcome his replacement, SSgt Danny
McMillan who I’m sure will carry on the good work. The last word
goes to our OC, Capt Ray Simpson, who after 30 years in
uniform and six years as OC LAD for 34 Sig Regt, is due to leave
the TA in the spring. Every member of the LAD wishes him the
very best of luck.

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Major Mark Finch
SSM WO2 (SSM) Dave Carr

All quiet on the Yorkshire front in Leeds for the time being with the
exception of the odd departure. This month the Sqn has said
farewell to SSgt ‘Nobby’ Clark, SSgt Mark Wilford, Sgt Judy
Adcock and Sgt ‘Ginge’ Davey and his wife, LCpl Becky Lodge.
All is not lost, as we have gained Sgt Steve Arnold, so a very
warm welcome to him and his wife Ann. Another important
welcome to the Sqn is to our youngest member, Caitlin Waldron,
the newborn daughter of Cpl Andy Waldron and his wife Mel.
Congratulations to SSgt Middlemiss on passing his map reading
course. He will now be able to find KFC and MacDonald’s much
easier.

Sgt Eastwood and LCpl Barrett, the Sqn’s newly appointed
driving instructors, will be holding regular seminars and practical
sessions in the art of reversing RR installations. A commendation
in driver training also goes to Sig Claire Norton, who was the first
to bog in a Land Rover during driver training while completing the
cross country phase with 98 (BALKANS) Sig Sqn. Sqn members
are warned to be extremely vigilant around Sig James
Thompson, who will be looking very closely for incriminating
photos, the more dubious the better, for the Sqn photo board. You
have been warned!

745 SIGNAL TROOP

Tp Comd Lt Keith Holdstock
Tp SSgt SSgt Mark Carrick

Since Annual Camp things have been moving at a brisk pace at
the Access Tp. The local Green Goddesses (GG’s) had arrived in
readiness for the first of the proposed strikes by the Fire Brigade.
Fortunately the impact of the strikes on the Tp was minimal. 

The Tp Chef, Sgt Stuart Key (more war stories) returned to the
fold after 4 months service in foreign climes i.e. Afghanistan.
Congratulations to Sgt Andy Oxley on promotion and a welcome
to Cpl Trudy Bedford, the ex Sqn clerk, now RR. 

In November at the Remembrance Sunday parade in Hull, the Tp
had an excellent turnout with 26 soldiers on parade, supported by
many family and friends. After the parade WO2 Alan James
rallied the Hull branch of the RSA and past members of the Tp
back to the barracks for a hot buffet lunch. 

Because of the firemen’s strike, the Regtl Christmas party became
a Sqn party at Strensall, followed by a visit to a Chinese ‘Disco’
Restaurant in York. Sqn members were well entertained by Sig
Sparky Gowen and his passion for all things old! December was
the month to be jolly and sad, starting with Sgt Rob Godfrey,Sgt Raeburn conducting Foden repair
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who went down on one knee at the winter ball and proposed
marriage to his better half Anne, (Well done fella). A very warm
welcome to SSgt Terry Shiels our new SPSI all the way from 
Toon land. A sad farewell was said to the old SPSI, SSgt Mark 
Wilford, who leaves us for 2 Sig Regt. Wilf has done a sterling job 
at 745 Tp over the last 3 years and will be sadly missed by all.
Thanks for all your hard work, Wilf and remember this when
you’re hoovering up ‘Access All Areas’.

50 (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Capt Jez Bailey
SSM WO2 (SSM) Les Middleton

PROMOTIONS

Following the OC’s Conference, on a weekend when she was on
call (and so could only ring the bell), Maj Graham Jennings the
new Regt 2IC promoted 2Lt Jo Barr. The rest of the Mess
succeeded in celebrating her promotion while the new Lt Jo Barr
nursed her mobile phone, ever ready to return to work at a
moment’s notice.

SQUADRON TRAINING - ADMIN CHECK

The first weekend back from the Christmas and New Year break
was a shock to the system, but we started the year with a check
and adjust of all our docs and kit. It was a trying time for SSgt
Jeff Martin and Sgt Steph Gibson, but they met the task with
total professionalism. Many of us had not realised now much
green kit we possessed, but thankfully most of us did have all the
kit on our 1157’s. Sunday’s training, thanks to Sgt ‘Fletch’
Fletcher, was driver training, convoy drills and map reading.
Great to be back in the seat again!

RECRUITS WEEKEND 3

On a cold and wind swept Sunday morning Capt Jez Bailey,
accompanied by Maj Graham Jennings, visited the Regt Recruit
Training Team to meet the 4 recruits, Sigs Raman Sinah, Phillip
Burek and Brian Hudson and Pte Amy Hunter. Cold the morning
might have been for us, having emerged from the TAC, but for the
recruits on Catterick Training Area it had been a cold and
character-building night. We met up with them following their
night in a harbour area conducting recces, and a morning CFT.
Looking suitably invigorated by these experiences, they had
weapon cleaning to look forward before they could crawl into the
comfort and warmth of their own beds later that day. As Capt Jez
Bailey said, ‘They will remember this weekend for the rest of their
TA careers’. But the recruits may have different memories in mind!
Next stop weekend 4, and their pass-off parade.

DEBDON MILLENIUM FUNCTION

The inaccurately named Millennium Function,
organised by 742 Tp was held at Debdon Gardens
TAC. With the usual style and pose that only 742 Tp
can muster, the night got off to a fine start. The
guests from Darlington were delivered by the steady
driving of Cpl Matt Graham. Cpl Graham made
many circuits of Debdon that weekend, one of which
was for Sig Vanessa Rolls who managed to become
detached from her front door key, but only
discovered this on returning to Darlington. Our
thanks to Sgt ‘Cliffy’ Readshaw, Cpl Ruth Grainger,
and Sig Jackie Courtney for organising the event,
and Lt Jo Barr as host, for a fine and sophisticated
function.

RECRUITS PASS-OFF PARADE

Following Weekend 3 (see above) our brave and
eager recruits, Sigs Raman Sinah, Phillip Burek and
Brian Hudson and Pte Amy Hunter, were rewarded
for all their efforts. The Regtl Recruits Pass-off
Parade held at Darlington TAC, was taken by Regt
2IC, Maj Graham Jennings with the Course Officer
2Lt Helen Baxter (90 Sqn) presenting the recruits.
The parade gave the recruits the opportunity to show
off their skills to their guests. It was a sight to swell
the chest of those who attended.

90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Richard Lenton
SSM WO2 (SSM) Ian Ward

War was recently declared on the outskirts of Selby. 741 (Access)
Tp challenged 704 (TN) Tp to a fight to the bitter end. The chosen
weapon was the semi-automatic paintball gun and a few hundred
rounds of luminous paint.

From the start, the rivalry was fierce. Having donned all the
protective kit and coloured ribbons to indicate the teams, the first
flaw was spotted. The whole Sqn was on one team with the
exception of everyone’s favourite target, Cpl Kev Pountain. It was
generally agreed that we’d all prefer just to shoot Cpl Pountain
down like a dog where he stood, but there would be no sport in
that.

A hasty re-arrangement of the team ribbons, and we were off for
the first game. Thirty seconds later Capt Simon Smith returned to
the safe enclosure, followed shortly afterwards by the SSM, WO2
Ian Ward, who had been heard muttering ‘It didn’t work in 1916, it
won’t work now…’ as they stood up and walked towards the
enemy. Sgt Dave Ross made a valiant attempt to defend his team
base, hiding behind a fence for most of the day, specialising in
head shots, and claiming that he was actually a special forces
sniper in his day job. LCpl Peter Metcalfe was tasked with
carrying the Access Tp WMD, a missile which looked suspiciously
like a sawn off drain pipe full of mud. Dodging gracefully from tree
to tree, he tried to hide his ample self behind a small twig, and
went down in a hail of emulsion. LCpl Paul Liddle then took up
the challenge and appeared to try to dig his way into the enemy
camp, as he dived face first into the dirt. And so it continued. All
thought of actually trying to win the games was forgotten as
personal duels took place around the forest. The only respite from
being covered in paint and bruises (a hit from 5 feet really hurts!)
was the click as your opponent ran out of paintballs.

The last game of the day saw 2Lt Helen Baxter and SSgt Barry
Hunter plotting. The organisers called for anyone with a birthday
or similar, and they seized their chance. Backed by the rest of the
Sqn, they offered the 2IC, Capt Simon Smith as a sacrifice, to be
dressed in a luminous vest as a target. Despite offering proof that
his birthday was 6 months away and a pint to anyone who would
volunteer in his place, there was no escape, and he was
massacred in a hail of friendly fire.

The whole day was a great success, and if you believe all the war
stories afterwards, both Tps achieved a complete victory for no
losses, and the VCs are in the post.

Because of ammunition shortages, members of 90 Sig Sqn practise for their APWT
at the paintball range
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36 SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

CO       Lt Col PN Willmott TD
RSM    W01 (RSM) WJ Morrow

REGIMENTAL HEADQUARTERS

The Regt approached the Christmas stand down with many a
sore head, but with a great sense of achievement after a very
productive year and demanding Annual Camp.

The Adjt, Capt Rob Francis and the acting Regt FofS, SSgt Terry
McIntyre volunteered for an exercise over the New Year (EX
CARIBBEAN ENDEAVOUR) can’t understand why!! But they both
came back with an excellent tan and taste for Spiced Rum.

The Sgts’ Mess bid farewell to the CO, Lt Col Brown, with an
exceptional dinner night, followed by some mess games. The
Regt YofS was the Connect Four Champion, the RSM proved that
he didn’t have the skill for Jenga and SSgt D’urso couldn’t be
trusted with the hammer in the nails competition.

The Regt wishes Lt Col Brown all the best for the future in his
new post and welcomes Lt Col Willmott from 2 Sig Bde as our
new CO.  The Sgts’ Mess looks forward to another excellent night
when we dine him in. Finally a fond farewell to our Chief Clerk,
WO2 Nick Marlowe, who leaves us on commission to take up the
appointment of RAO at 31 Sig Regt (V). 

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON - ILFORD

OC                     Maj Pete Minshall
Acting SSM      SSgt Graham Carroll

The Regt has now settled back into the normal routine after
annual camp and the Christmas break. Festivities were enjoyed by
members of the Sgts’ Mess at their Christmas function held at the
RA Garrison Sgts’ Mess in Woolwich, a spectacular location for
any event.  We are now in possession of two new Sqn members,
PSAO WO1 (soon to be Capt) Mark Anderson from 34 Sig Regt
(V) and SPSI SSgt Gaz Topps from 7 Sig Regt in Elmpt. A warm
welcome is extended to both of you. The OC Sqn has decided not
to hang up his spurs just yet and will remain with the Regt until
April 2004.

The main focus of the Sqn for the remainder of this trg year is to
support the Regt’s deployment on EX’s MAJESTIC RAGE and
EASTERN FRONT.  Entries for the Lanyard and Mountjoy Trophies
will be led by our intrepid PSI, Sgt Leigh ‘Griff’ Griffiths.

On a sporting front, two members of the Sqn have embarked on
EX DRAGONSLIDE ONE in Austria, organised by 39 (Skinners) Sig
Regt (V). Early reports of newfound skiing prowess by Cpl Claire
Burrows and Sig Clare Hill were tempered by a certain amount
of apres-ski. Also involved in HQ Sqn ski club were Capt Geoff
Woodcock and the PSI LAD, SSgt Paul Gibney. Both deployed
to Germany with 14 Sig Regt on EX WHITE HORSE DRAGON,
and a good time was had by all. All in all a good start to the year
with numerous exercise weekends and the annual deployment
exercise still to come.

44 (CINQUE PORTS) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Major Bob Davis

For those of you who remember that far back, in the last edition of
The WIRE, we promised to update you on how the Sqn faired on
EX SOUTH COAST CRUSADE. The ex commenced with the
departure of the advance party, SPSI, Sgt Price and Sgt
Bullivant (guest chef!) to 63 Sig Sqn in Portsmouth. This venue
had been chosen because we had to vacate our own TAC’s due
to OP FRESCO commitments, and the SPSI had planned to
conduct a Sea-Survival weekend with the assistance of the Royal
Navy. Sadly however, because it was so close to Christmas (and
being a weekend) that trg had to be cancelled, and an alternate
activity found. Since the accommodation and logistics had been
secured, it was decided that the Sqn would use 63 Sig Sqn as a
base, but carry out the ‘alternate activity’ elsewhere. Enter LCpl
Bland.

After much frantic searching of the Internet, much telephoning
and ‘waiting for things to arrive in the post’, LCpl Bland finally
managed to book a day’s training at 4th Dimension, a team-
building and outdoor pursuits centre in East Grinstead, Surrey. 

The main party arrived at 4th Dimension early on Saturday
morning, and were immediately met by the sight of telegraph
poles, ropes, pulleys and safety harnesses…’It’s all very safe you
know’. The Sqn was split into teams of roughly (very roughly in
some cases!) 8 people, and the activities commenced.

In short, the events consisted of climbing to the top of a telegraph
pole, standing (in groups of 4!) on a platform no bigger than a tea-
tray, hurling yourself into free-space in a vain (and often
desperate!) attempt to catch a trapeze, and then sliding down a
death-slide attempting to hit a target placed below as you passed
above it at roughly 150 Mph! This description, though, does the
days training very little justice. The activities were designed to test
self-confidence, team spirit and sheer guts and determination –
and they did! All those who took part discovered much about
themselves and their fellow Sqn members.

Lt Col Brown as he departs the Regiment for the last time

All change at the top Lt Col Brown hands over the reigns to Lt Col
Willmott
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A vote of thanks must be given to LCpl Bland for organising the
day, and to Maj Baker, for leading from the front???

After a hectic day, a tired and ashen-faced Sqn retired to
Portsmouth, where a festive Christmas Dinner had been prepared
by our ‘guest Chefs’ Sgt Bullivant, Sgt Sharp, Cpl Timmis and
LCpl Lambert (courtesy of ‘the old boy network’ and 7 Air Assault
Bn, REME). The Officers and SNCOs served the ‘low-life’ and
Capt Rowson entertained the men with a startling (but very
funny!) illusion, during which he spontaneously combusted in front
of his startled audience. Come on lads, who modified the party
popper…LCpl Robinson!  The evening continued, as expected
into the early hours, and a very tired but happy Sqn eventually
retired to bed.

After a brisk run/walk/moan on Sunday morning and a game of
football ‘to shake off the cobwebs’, the Sqn left Portsmouth and
returned to Essex, surprisingly intact…. with the exception of a
small blister on Capt Rowson’s thumb.

On behalf of the OC and all ranks, a very big thank you to the OC,
SSM, RQMS and Caretaker at 63 Sig Sqn for allowing us to use
their facilities and for all their assistance given to us during the
weekend.

Finally, the ‘Hello’ and ‘Goodbye’ bit… Firstly, a fond farewell Maj
Mark Baker, off to sunnier climates (Corsham). We wish him and
his family all the very best for the future, and thank them for their
support and contribution to 44 Sig Sqn during the last 3 years. A
warm welcome is extended to Maj Robert Davis, the incoming
Sqn OC, and to Capt Adrian Marshall, the new 2IC. All these
leaders and nobody to lead? We wish them the very best of luck
in their new appointments, and look forward to supporting them in
the future.

As this article goes to press, 44 Sig Sqn is preparing for EX COLD
SNAP. More on that in the next issue.      

45 (ESSEX) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Capt Mark MacKenzie-Bell
SSM WO2 Louise Walker

The Sqn has had a lull in the battle lately. With the cancellation of
RSIT, we have now moved on to more eventful tasks. The Sqn
party was a success and it was a great time for OC Sqn
(departing on promotion) to say farewell to the troops with his
deep pockets. All toasted his future health and success. Many old
faces appeared to dance the night away.

Congratulations to Sigs Plant and Freebody on completion of
their Recruits course. We welcome back Cpl Putman from Bosnia
and a very rewarding tour. We also welcome the new OC to the
Sqn. His many tasks as OC, 2IC and Ops Officer should keep him
busy. We say farewell to Capt Mike Evans and SSgt Thorn who
are going on retirement as well as Capt Marshal, who is off to 44
Sig Sqn.

54 (EAST ANGLIA) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC     Maj Dennis Prince

EXERCISE CARIBBEAN ENDEAVOUR 

Early on the morning of 30 December 02, SSgt Terry McIntyre
and Capt Robin Francis departed Gatwick airport with 11 other
intrepid sailors destined for English Harbour, Antigua, to begin a
two week Joint Services Expedition.  We were to spend the next
couple of weeks on HMSTC Discoverer, a Challenge 67 yacht
from the Joint Services Adventurous Sail Training Centre at
GOSPORT.  With a crew of 14 (Skipper, Mate and three watches
of 4) Discoverer is one of several such yachts bought by JSASTC
to replace vessels from the ageing Nicholson 55 fleet for just this
sorts of expedition. At 67 ft and designed to race the wrong way
around the world, they are very sturdy and surprisingly roomy
boats.  Each member of the crew has their own berth (no
hotbunking) and the galley is big enough to sit most of the off
watches at the same time.  All in all, a pretty comfortable deal.

We were met by our skipper at Antigua airport and took a fairly
hot taxi ride across the island to English Harbour, where we were
to be based for the next few days.  The crew comprised a mixture
of all three services with an Army Skipper, an RAF Mate, one

Naval doctor and a fairly even spread of Army and RAF in the
remainder of the crew.  We spent the next couple of days
undertaking boat familiarisation and safety briefs, before loading
up supplies and heading south to Rodney Bay, St Lucia.  The first
day at sea was pretty rough, a surprise to most, and 9 out of 14 of
the crew (including the Mate) spend a good deal of time feeding
the fish.  226 miles and 25 hours later we arrived at Rodney Bay
Marina, having averaged a respectable 9 knots.  Rodney Bay is a
popular tourist destination and is surrounded by the usual
Caribbean All-inclusive Resorts including the compulsory
Sandals.  The rest of the day was spent in and around the Marina
getting our dhobi done and planning the next day, which we had
off.  That night we went to a Jump-Up in town, basically a street
party that happens every Friday night – all good Caribbean stuff
with lots of dodgy food and beer stalls with Reggae blaring out of
speakers set up in the middle of the road. SSgt Terry McIntyre
was unable to keep up the pace and was forced to retire early

after supper. 

The next day was spent in and around Rodney Bay.  Capt Rob
Francis decided to spend the morning scuba diving, whilst the
rest of the crew generally based themselves round the beach for a
day of relaxation.  We slipped anchor at about 20.00 that night
and sailed on to Bequia (pronounced Beck–way) which is just
south of St Martin and part of the Grenadines.  The day there was
spent touring the island and generally catching up after a long
night sailing.  What a top island – undoubtedly the most chilled
out island in the whole Caribbean – great place! We sailed on
south from there to the Tobago Cays. Not to be confused with the
small island just north of Trinidad, the Tobago Cays are a group of
really small islands in the Grenadines where the water is that
turquoise colour in the holiday brochures and palm trees line
bright white beaches.  Another great place, it is only really
accessible to yachts (we were one of 32 that I counted). We
anchored off one beach, which we had to ourselves and spent a
day snorkelling the unspoilt reefs, which were teaming with sea-
life.  The islands are served by some very competitive ‘beach
boys’ who tout T-shirts and souvenirs in their dodgy looking boats
based out of Union Island 5 miles to the south.  They do, however,
have a saving grace in that they will, for a fee, put on a beach
BBQ for you including their speciality, massive lobsters.   Quite an
experience was had by all – beach BBQ, lobsters, palm trees and
sunsets in the Caribbean – another top place!  The next morning
we set off on the long sail back to Antigua. Until then, the wind
had been kind to us and apart from the occasional strong gust,
we’d had consistently good winds (20-30 knots). These
continued, but as we sailed in the lee of the islands on the way
north, we fell into their wind shadows and found ourselves
occasionally having to motor to get through. We did manage to
get the spinnaker up for a brief time (quite an experience on a
boat that size) and took a dip in the sea (it’s an eerie feeling to be
swimming in 1km deep water!).  320 miles later we returned to
Antigua, this time to Jolly Harbour in the West, sailing into the
Marina at 23.00.  After that we had some time off before

The crew of Ex CARIBBEAN ENDEAVOUR Leg 7 – Antigua. 
Capt Rob Francis at the wheel and SSgt Terry McIntyre the big

bloke standing second from right



THE WIRE, APRIL 2003168

37 SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

CO Lt Col R G Mather
RSM WO1 (RSM) A Keen

HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

OC Maj J Riley
SSM WO2 (SSM) P Hall

In December the Sqn said farewell to the REME PSI, SSgt ‘Scotty’
Clay, who leaves us on posting to HQ 8 Tpt Regt RLC.  On his
last drill night with the Sqn, SSgt Clay took part in the ‘Turkey
Shoot’ annual shooting competition - and strangely enough, he
won the prize of a frozen Christmas turkey, which was presented
by Maj John Riley, OC HQ Sqn. SSgt Clay wanted to know if this
was his farewell present and did he need to get it engraved. We
later said farewell in the Sgts Mess Bar, where he received a
presentation from the Sqn. We would like to thank him for his
humour and commitment during his time with the Sqn and wish
him well in his next post.

Maj John Riley, OC HQ Sqn (left) presents SSgt Clay with his prize
of a frozen turkey

beginning the big clean.  Anyone who has sailed on JSASTC
yachts will know what this entails. Big boats take a lot of cleaning.

Although the expedition was in an exotic place and we visited
some incredible islands, it should not be mistaken for a holiday.
When at sea, the sailing was challenging and tiring. Everything on
a 67ft yacht is very similar to a 35ft in shape and location – just a
lot bigger.  Simple tasks such as reefing and changing sails
require the involvement of all of the watch and are were often
undertaken on a dark foredeck pitching in a surprisingly large
swell – pretty hard graft at times. In all, we sailed nearly 700 miles
with 44 night hours.  The value of undertaking such expeditions
cannot be underestimated and I urge people to bid for places on
these trips. Places are available for all skill levels and the benefits
of mixing in an all ranks tri-service crew whether it is in the
Caribbean or the Baltic are immense. For details of similar such
expeditions, check out www.jsastc.org. 

THE SILVER ELEPHANT - by Major Peter Minshall, OC HQ

I have been asked to comment and explain on the matter
concerning the Regtl Officers Mess purchase of a very large Silver
Elephant. The story goes back over two years, in fact to the first
quarter of 2000, when the Officers Mess agreed that it would be a
good idea to purchase a piece of silver to commemorate the
Millennium celebrations. After many discussions and more Mess
meetings (remember this is a TA Regt, so they were few and far
between), we finally agreed on the sum that we should spend on
the purchase of this piece of silver.

We then had to agree on what sort of item we should select or
even have made. After a few more lively Mess meetings, we still
had not agreed the theme or on an item that we should purchase.
Easy, you would think but, oh no, it was not. I have never seen
such animation in the Mess as this subject brought out in people.
As usual, too many people had their own ideas on what we
should purchase, but after many discussions it was finally agreed
that a few of us should go to the silver vaults in London to get
some ideas. The only problem was that by now, we were into the
second half of 2001. We then had to agree who would go and
when. Eventually it was agreed that the CO, Lt Col William
Brown, the then 2IC, Major Dave Watson and I would go to the
silver vaults and choose a piece. After a couple of hours we were
beginning to think that the trip was going to be a waste of time.
We had found nothing that we thought was appropriate or eye
catching until, at the last moment on the way out, we saw this
rather large and expensive figure of a Silver Elephant. He was, we
were told, an African Elephant and in a charging stance.

We agreed that this should be considered as a possible choice.
Col William thought maybe we should investigate having a piece

made, and we looked into that. Eventually, because the amount of
time that it had taken so far (by now it was almost 22 months) it
was decided to go for the Elephant. We were able to purchase the
Elephant locally and at a much lower price than we had seen.
Eventually, in October 2002, we took delivery of the magnificent
piece.

The plinth has solid silver plaques on all sides. The front has the
Regtl title and a Jimmy engraved upon it. However, it is now not in
celebration of the Millennium, but to commemorate the Royal Visit
of our Colonel-in-Chief, The Princess Royal. The rear plaque has
the cap badges of all the different Corps that make up our Regt
and the two end plaques show the shields of the four different

Sqns that form the Regt.

Now a lot of people have asked ‘Why an Elephant?’ We had to
think long and hard on this one. I felt that maybe we should hold
another Mess meeting to come up with the answers but three
reasons came readily to mind:

1. The time it took to decide on the amount to be spent, what to
choose, and eventually to receive the piece was about equal to
the time an elephant takes to give birth - 22 months we are told.

2. Our main role is to provide TRUNK Communication.

3. Last but not least, they say an elephant never forgets.

I, for one, will never forget the endless Mess meetings, some of
which were very lively, and certainly gave me a better perspective
on some of my fellow officers. The Elephant was used for the first
time at a Ladies Dinner night held in the RA Officers’ Mess at
Woolwich. He certainly stood out amongst all the other fine pieces
on display that night.

Maj Peter Minshall hands over the elephant to the Regimental 2IC,
Maj Paul Fredericks
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EXERCISE SANTA’S GROTTO

Over the weekend of 14 December 2002, Capt Dave Senter, OC
LAD, organised an ex on Bramcote Trg Area, which involved a
variety of leadership and command tasks, and in keeping with the
time of year, these all had a festive theme. The aim of the tasks
was to enhance team-building and motivation skills. One
particular stand organised by Sgt Glen Draper, also required a
degree of physical stamina as it involved individuals being
strapped into a harness which was then attached to an elastic
rope. The aim was to deposit a parcel as far as possible from the
start line - easier said than done. Part of the Safety brief was to
keep low and not to stand up when the rope had reached a
certain limit. However Sig Swinnerton didn’t seem to understand
why, but soon got the answer when he decide to stand up and
was then seen flying through the air. To great applause, he was
awarded extra points for artistic flair. LCpl Lora Facey then
attempted the challenge, and after much encouragement reached
a respectable distance but was heard to ask why didn’t we just
send the parcel by post! Cpl Steve Martin (a PTI) then attempted
the challenge but was most embarrassed when he failed to reach
the distance marker achieved by the OC Sqn. Cpl Martin said he
lost his grip when he had to take his comb out because his hair
was out of place. 

53 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj A Giles
SSM WO2 (SSM) N Neill

ROUND THE BEND

‘This weekend has been organised by the two Officer Cadets. If
you have any questions see them.’ SSM exits. A nervous silence
fills the drill hall. ‘Right…. Err... Exercise begins.’

With the level of enthusiasm expected by a group of people not in
the pub at 8pm on a Friday night, driver training began. Nervous
Offrs and SNCOs cringed as the junior ranks carried out tactical
night marshalling of Land Rovers a little too close to comfort to
their shiny cars, remembering all too late that ‘all vehicles are left
at owners risk’. But the palpitations of the on-lookers were soon
eased by the skills of the drivers and marshals. With the waggle of
red torch light and the occasional over revved engine, the
remainder of the evening continued without incident. Our thanks
to the panel beaters next door. He still hasn’t noticed. Then to the
bar for inter-team challenges and a pub quiz, for which all of the
questions seem to have come from 1999 only! After much
wrestling with brainteasers the CO’s team emerged triumphant.
No surprises there then!

As the sun rose over Cardiff’s rooftops, people in green with sore
heads had been up for what felt like hours. The driver training
continued along side the basic sig skills, designed more to test
the instructors than to teach the students. LCpl Stuart Gayther
addressed his audience with a zeal and fervour that only a man of
his calibre can when talking about the finer points of petrol
generators.

LCpl Lora Facey puts in a good effort under the watchful eye of
Sgt Glen Draper whilst Cpl Lee Carroll) offers encouragement

Sunday morning was greeted with a number of sick notes from
Matron for the senior ranks in order to avoid the PT. The remaining
Ron Hill-clad members of the Sqn left the confines of the TAC and
ventured out into Cardiff. All except Capt Mick Turnbull, who
sadly zigged when he should have zagged, and has not been
seen since. As we ran through the light drizzle, wondering where
the 2IC was, the dazzling level of personal fitness shone through
as we keeled over at the end. All was soon forgotten as breakfast
was served and the recently burned calories were replenished.
Post RSIT maintenance was then the order of the day. However,
due to the prior application of bulging brown envelopes, there
wasn’t much in the way of maintenance to do. All that was left to
say was a thanks from the OCdts for making their exercise at
least look like it worked as planned. Then the mass exodus
ensued as 30 cars tried to leave the TAC at once.

RALLYING THE TROOPS IN 53

A perfect sport for the TA. Skills such as map reading, time
keeping, scrounging, logistics and constant shifting of heavy
objects are all tested, often over long days and nights in all
conditions. Although two people get all the glory, the sport is a
real team effort. The crew is essential to the outcome, and trust is
vital when the communications between car and crew are limited.
Ingenuity is often the key to completing a test, while the constant
supply of coffee and bacon butties is essential and has been
noted as a contributory factor to success on many events.

The rally team is made up of current and old members of the TA,
along with a couple of civil servants and a Navy officer part-
timing. We currently run two cars, a Rover 216 that has been used
for a few years and the all-new Alfa Romeo 33 to take us up A
level. The glamorous job of driving goes to Dave Barbara (53 Sig
Sqn) and Duncan Cox (ex RA) and vital co-driving is left to Steve
Champion (RMCS). Behind us is a group of all-weather stalwart
mechanics including the hairy twins, Gareth (RN) and John
(Supercat), Dave John (53 Sig Sqn), Nicki Woolmore (RMCS)
and (when the weather’s better) ex RAF tech Nick Carter (now 53
Sig Sqn).

Recent events include the Oxford Bullnose, Smeatharpe Stages,
and Carpet Bagger Rally, where results have varied from second
in Class to DNF (did not finish). Our next outing will be at
Caerwent – an old ammunition storage facility often used by the
TA – which should give us an advantage. 

Most recently, a test day in South Wales (where the real difficulty
was lighting the burner to cook the bacon) was attended by
OCdts Dave Barbara and Dave John with a positive outcome.
Early planned tests, with differing compound tyres, degenerated
into a tyre-squealing exercise on poor quality road variants, when
it was discovered that sliding the car through corners was more
interesting than just going quickly. Technically named ‘hanging it
out’, there is no real advantage in this method – its just more fun.
That’s what it’s all about. 

How does the TA fit in with rallying? As Tony Mason once said,
‘Rallying is like war. If you don’t have enough money, you lose.’

The all-new Alfa Romeo 33
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followed by an introduction to our hosts who, after an appeal to
‘Give a Vet a Bed’ had provided accommodation for the pilgrims
in their homes. My hosts were a lovely couple, Adam and Jenny
Cockwell (of Davis Street) and their crazy border collie, Luca.
After a welcoming shower and change it was time to chill out for
the remainder of the morning. During the afternoon, Adam and
Jenny gave me a tour of Stanley, and I was amazed at the
improvements, new constructions and the size of the town
compared with the dark days of 1982.

The programme commenced on Friday with a visit to Bluff Cove,
Fitzroy and a service at San Carlos British Military Cemetery. This
was attended by the Governor and Comd BFFI. An excellent
lunch was provided by the residents of the settlement and we
returned to Stanley via Port San Carlos and Estancia House - this
being the approximate route of the tab by 3 Para.

At 1000 on Sunday we paraded at the 1982 War Memorial in
Stanley, along with the usual VIP’s. But also in attendance was
HRH Prince Andrew (a fellow veteran). It was a very moving
ceremony to our fallen comrades, and I paid special homage to
the 19 members of SAS (18 of whom perished on the Sea King)
and the 4 RSigs JNCO’s of my tp (G Tp): Cpl Rab Burns, LCpl
Paul Lightfoot, Cpl Mick McHugh and Cpl Steve Sykes. I laid a
personal wreath, and also a wreath from OC and all Ranks of 96
Sig Sqn (V).

The afternoon was spent touring the battlefields of Mount
Longdon and Tumbledown, where many personal accounts of
heroic actions and fierce fighting to take the features were
recalled by the fellow SAMA members.

On Sunday morning, following an alcoholic haze from a party at
the FIDF the previous evening, we assembled at the Cathedral for
the main Remembrance Service, again with HRH Prince Andrew.
This was followed by a march to the Cenotaph where the Service
of Remembrance and laying of British Legion wreaths took place.
The Pilgrims then made their way to the 1982 Memorial Wood,
where in 1992 a total of 255 trees (one for each of the fallen) were
planted, each bearing a name of a person who died during OP
CORPORATE. Here we had time to reflect and remember, and the
opportunity to lay small wooden crosses.

Another FIDF reception followed and later that afternoon my
excellent hosts showed me the penguins at Gypsy Cove and we
returned for a quiet evening.

With only 2 days of the pilgrimage to go, I was very fortunate to
be allocated a seat aboard a FIGAS Islander aircraft to view the
outstanding wildlife reserve of Sealion Island (40 mins flying south
of Stanley). After laying wreaths at the memorial to those who
died on HMS Sheffield, we were given a guided tour of the Island,
with lots of opportunities to photograph the vast numbers of
birds, penguins and seals.

The last day was spent in Port Stanley relaxing, purchasing last-
minute souvenirs and taking refreshment in The Globe. A farewell
reception was held at the Governor’s residence that evening.

Wednesday morning saw all of us at the FIDF HQ, where farewell
speeches were given and we had an opportunity to say goodbye
to the wonderful Falkland Islanders we had met. Their warmth,
generosity and affection for each and every one of us will always
be remembered. Although tinged with sadness, I personally found
the visit very rewarding, and it gave me time to remember the
comrades who did not return with us in 1982. It gave the
opportunity to see the quality of life of the Islands, and to confirm
that the lives lost were not in vain. It also gave the Islanders the
opportunity, after 20 years, to express their gratitude to us for
liberating them. I hope, one day, that I will return.

LCPL MULLINS JOINS ITDU IN CANADA FOR THE LMG TRIAL

You may not be aware that currently trials are being held on the
H&K MG43 and FN Minimi for the role of Light Machine Gun
(LMG). The most recent trial took place in January, where LCpl
Rob Mullins joined ITDU at Valdercote Garrison, about 40mins
drive from Quebec. This location was chosen due to its extremely
cold weather conditions. LCpl Mullins tells his story:

The trial was split into three parts, weapon training, reliability
assessment and user issues. After initial training, the teams were
given 5 H&K MGs and 5 FN Minimis. Each weapon fired in excess

93 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj Marcus Cosgrove
SSM WO2 Heather Kenny

Snowboarding SSgt Cindy Meller has recently returned from the
RSigs Championships in Zell Am Zee, Austria, after winning the
female championship for the second year running. What makes
the achievement even more impressive is that her training
consisted of just a fortnight’s holiday and five days’ practice
before the competition itself. Cindy obviously enjoyed the
increased size of the female field, saying ‘I won the event last year
but this time around it was so much better because I was
competing against a lot more female snow boarders’. But she has
no plans to go professional just yet, because she started
snowboarding only four years ago during adventure training with
the TA. And, as if this was not enough success, her promotion to
SSgt came through during the competition. Cindy is already
looking forward to making it a hat trick when she returns next
year, provided that she does not train too hard.

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

OC Maj PH Fowler-Smith
SSM WO2(SSM) JR Krikorian

EXERCISE COLD COMFORT

96 Sig Sqn (V) ended the year with its annual trip to the seaside
for EX COLD COMFORT, which included an interesting but
strenuous Orienteering exercise in the Weymouth area. The
normal annual Sqn Dinner was set up and served by the Offrs and
SNCOs to a very appreciative audience of JNCOs and Soldiers.
This was followed by a variety of mess games, which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all. The following morning was rude
awakening time when we saw an early start with a 30-minute PT
session on the beach, followed by a run along the sand, then a
further 30 minutes of football.  A very successful weekend, which
was well attended and an enjoyable close to the 2002 exercise
calendar.

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (V) OFFICERS MESS ENTERTAIN THE
LORD MAYOR

The Offrs Mess held its inaugural dinner on Thursday 19
December in very pleasant surroundings in the Mercers’ Room, St
Mary’s Guildhall. The venue was part of the Gatehouse to the City
of Coventry during the 14th Century, later used as the Mercers’
Meeting Room, as a residence, a courtroom and as a chapel. 

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress were the principal guests,
and everyone enjoyed good food, good wine and good company.
After the dinner The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress gave a
guided tour of the City Council Chambers, providing an extremely
interesting insight to the history of the City of Coventry.

WO2 (SSM) KRIKORIAN JOINS THE PILGRIMAGE TO THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS

The South Atlantic Medal Association 1982 (SAMA82) was formed
in 1997 by Surg Cdr Rick Jolly OBE (Ex RN) and Denzil Connick
(Ex 3 Para), primarily to look after the welfare of all those
personnel who were awarded the South Atlantic Medal. The
Association now has a membership of 2000. To mark the 20th
Anniversary, it was decided by Rick and Denzil, to lead a
pilgrimage for approximately 215 members during the period of
Remembrance Sunday 2002.

After 15 months of planning, the Pilgrimage finally became a
reality at 1100hrs Wednesday, 6 November, when an Air 2000 757
departed from London Gatwick for the long haul south, via Banjul
(Gambia) and Rio de Janiero (Brazil). We had been given a VIP
send-off by Baroness Margaret Thatcher, Sir Rex Hunt
(Governor 1982), Maj Gen Julian Thompson CB OBE (Comd OP
CORPORATE), Jim Davidson, (who had raised a large amount of
funds) and members of Falkland House, London.

At 0430hrs local the following day the weary Pilgrims arrived at
Mount Pleasant Airport (MPA) and were welcomed personally by
Comd BFFI. A hearty breakfast was provided in the Offrs Mess
before the 90-minute coach journey to the Falkland Island
Defence Force HQ in Port Stanley, where we were welcomed by
the Governor, Donald Lamont and other FI Councillors. This was
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of 13,000 rounds from a variety of firing positions. The firing
regime not only tested the weapons but the team themselves,
who had to endure long days in temperatures of -35° C.

The weapons were tested in operationally realistic conditions
including skiing, skijoving, snowmobiles and helicopters. I can’t
help but think that some of these trials could have made great TV
comedy. The section attack saw us wearing snowshoes the size
of coffee tables trying to climb uphill and being buried in snow by
the downdraft of a Canadian Army Helicopter that hovered 10 feet
above us for 10 minutes.  Another test was when we were trying
to stay on our skis while in a chain of 5 and being pulled along by
a snowmobile. It’s safe to say that we spent more time face down
in the snow or bushes than we did on our feet. During the tests
the wind-chill experienced by the weapons and the firers reached
an uncomfortable -90° C.

The last element of the trial included a separate assessment of
the new SA80 Carbine (its suggested role is a personal weapon
for RAC crews) and the 40mm under-slung Grenade Launcher
(fitted to an SA80). Both weapons proved themselves to be
surprisingly accurate. The Carbine is at present fitted with SUSAT,
which seems excessive for a weapon with a 3-inch barrel. But this
will most likely have a red dot sight when brought into service. As
for the UGL, in the hands of an experienced firer, it is possible to
engage a very small target at 250m.

It is thought that a profile of the infantry section of the future may

consist of 2 x LMGs, 2 x UGLs, 2 x LSWs and SA80 for Section
IC, thereby dramatically increasing the firepower.

In total 200,000 rounds and 750 x 40mm grenades were fired
during the trial. I would like to thank those involved in letting me
be a part of the trial and the ‘Vikings’ of 1 Royal Anglian for
helping to make it one memorable task. 

LCpl Rob Mullins

39 (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

CO Lt Col P R Towers
RSM WO1 (RSM) F E Roberts

November saw the Regt deploy on its inaugural Regtl
Development Trg Weekend. This long-awaited weekend was well
attended, and saw the soldiers and JNCOs, SNCOs and Officers
and WOs split into groups for continuation training. To mark this
auspicious occasion, the Senior Volunteer Warrant Officer (WO1
Ray Phillips) had been tasked to organise an appropriate all ranks
function for the Saturday night. He did so with style and
imagination. Themed as cowboys and Indians, everyone was
invited to make some form of effort for fancy dress, and most
did…this was complimented by a hired bucking bronco and some
disco groovy tunes.

As a means to improve bonding across the ranks and institutions
within the Regt, it is traditional for a Permanent Staff Christmas
Dinner to be attended by all regular, non-regular and civilian staff.
This year it was successfully organised by two of our civilian staff,
Jo Hunt and Kim Church. The catering was done ‘in house’ by
SSgt Jarvis Cleaver and LCpl Anderson; a superb meal being
provided and all leaving the table with bursting bellies! Following
the meal, some imaginative and entertaining party games were
attempted by all. 

Finally, January, the Regt was told that its long awaited TA Centre
re-build project (10 years overdue) was likely to be delayed
because RFCA had been unable to locate a suitable site. 

5 (QUEENS OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

OC Maj Rich Belbin
SSM WO2 Robbie Hall 

Firstly a warm welcome to Capt Dai Jones who rejoins us from
31 Sig Regt (V). It’s great to have you back as our NCRS guru and
we are sure you won’t miss the nightmare of the Southbound M40
into London on a Tuesday night! Well done also to LCpl Steve
Bennett for the award of the SPSIs trophy for best performance
this year.

Four of our potential officers, LCpl Rob Fuller, Sig Matt Jones,
Sig Jeremy Slatter and OCdt Mike Curtis-Rouse have all
passed their MTQ2 exam at Sennybridge. Congratulations to you

Eager for glory, LCpl Anderson shows off his mince pies and
creamy custard sauce



all. Now Sandhurst beckons and hopefully soon some squeaky
clean officer’s pips! Our thanks go to Oxford University OTC for
their support.

Remembrance Weekend saw several members of the Sqn, led by
Sgt Mark Taylor, visit and pay their respects at a number of WW1
QOOH graves in the local area. These are of QOOH soldiers who
returned wounded but subsequently died in UK. Our thanks go to
caretaker, Mark for doing so much detective work to identify their
locations. This was preceded by a good recruiting effort in
Banbury Town Centre lead by Sgt Sharon Scutt. On Sunday the
parade through Banbury was well attended and went smoothly!
EX ARMENTIERES RIDGE was our Bounty catch up weekend that
saw yet more qualify for Bounty this year. Otmoor Ranges were
cold and wet, but thanks go to the SPSIs for organising a good
training weekend. We finished with a huge Christmas Dinner,
provided by SSgt J-C, served to the soldiers by the Officers and
Seniors. Thanks J-C! Even Sgt Shields had difficulty eating any
more!

Despite the potential disruption with our support of OP FRESCO,
the latter part of 2002 has been good for the Sqn. The year ended
with a very successful Christmas party and a guest appearance
from our most flamboyant recruit, Alvin Printwhistle, AKA Elvis.
Thanks go to the Churchill Club committee for all their hard work
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2 (CITY OF DUNDEE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)

5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn (V) stepping out in style In Banbury Town
Centre for the Remembrance Parade

in getting the event off the ground, especially to SSgt Chris
Minchella, Sgt Dave Randall and Cpl Claire Goodwin.

OC Maj ML Drake
SSM WO2 L Thornton Granville

Yet again, the Sqn has leapt into the New Year. In only two
months, we’ve sent some able bodied souls on a harsh and
demanding Adventure Training Exercise skiing in France,
managed to turn the Junior Ranks Club into a Ye Olde Cottage for
our Burns Supper, and got everyone out into the cold for a
delightful Comms Ex.

SERGEANTS’ AND OFFICERS’ MESS BURNS SUPPER

Once again, the JRC resounded to the sounds of Rabbie Burns,
hoots of laughter at the toasts to the lassies and the laddies, and
the chink of the decanters as yet more whisky was poured.
Though marred by the absence of the 2IC and his usual rendition
of Tam O’Shanter, Capts Bill Naismith and Bob Davidson
regaled us all with some suitably Scots poems, while SSgt
George Cowan managed a pretty good effort on the bagpipes
stolen from the duty piper. SSgt Willie Smith managed to sum up
the ladies of the mess to a tee in his Ode to the Lassies, while
SSgt Cowan’s mum was on hand to make the reply. All in all, a
good time was had by all, especially when Sgt Jimmy Fox
decided to sing his poem, accompanied by a few jigs!

EXERCISE MERCURY DUNDEE 03

The week after all the hilarity of our Burns Supper, it was time to
get out into the field for the first of the years comms ex’s. With
snow still lying on the ground on Drill Night, the idea of a cold
weather contingency plan was raised, but was quickly struck
down by the Ops Offr as being ‘soft’. Fortunately, by the
weekend, the weather had improved somewhat, and the dets set
off for such far flung, exotic locations as Elgin, Aberdeen and
Barry Buddon. A mere couple of hours later the first fun of the
weekend began when Det 1 managed to get their Bedford
bogged down in Barry Buddon, ensuring that the MT and REME
support elements had a valuable and full trg weekend working to
heave it out the mud. Aside from that, the exercise went off

without a hitch, with certain EDs (LCpl Gary Bertie) refusing to
relinquish their grip on the handsets, never being off the net, while
OC Comms Tp managed to commit a few faux pas over the
airwaves, resulting in an expensive round back at the TAC on
Sunday afternoon, much to the delight of the rest of the bar. Can’t
beat it!

EXERCISE PIPEDOWN

EX PIPEDOWN was 2 (CofD) Sig Sqn’s skiing exercise and took
place in Les Contamines in the French Alps over the period 10-19 
January 03. The party consisted of 8 Sqn members. 3 had never
skied before, 4 were intermediates and the eighth was the
instructor, Cpl MacIntosh, whose patience and teaching skills
would be pushed to the limit over the 7 days. The 24 hour journey
in a minibus filled to the roof with hired ski equipment was the not 
the most comfortable method of travel, but this did nothing to
dampen the enthusiasm of the group. What did test it though was
the cross channel ferry from Dover to Calais. Sig Howard topped
off his car-sickness with a bout of sea-sickness and by the end of
the journey his face had been through the full spectrum of colour
changes. Once bedded down in our beautiful accommodation, it
was time to get down to the serious business on the piste. The
beginners toddled off to the nursery slopes, while the so-called 
intermediates took the cable car to the top of the beautiful
Montjoie, only to discover that for some of them, it had been a
very long time since they had skied, and maybe a gentler slope
was required. This only came to light after some very big wipe-
outs. By the middle of the week, all the group were nursing sore
legs and a few sore heads, due to the hospitality of the local
village hostelries. Beginners had all removed their L-plates and
had moved up to the blue runs. That is, all except Cpl Jane
Carmichael, who had been unfortunate to be on the receiving
end of a very bad blow to the head from another novice skier who
lost control and crashed into her and Cpl Rod Hamilton, whose
skies were stolen from the outside the hilltop cafe. Quite why
anybody would want to steal an old pair of skis hired from RM
Condor is beyond me. After 7 days constant skiing and enjoying
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the nightlife, all members of the party were ready to go home. The
only bad point being the thought of the full day’s journey in a mini
bus that now contained a sizeable chunk of a Calais
hypermarket’s stock, as well as ski equipment and souvenirs. The
aims of the exercise had been fulfilled, and everyone had either
learned to ski competently or pushed themselves to the limit on a
challenging black run. Or in W02 (YofS) Darren Goodenough and

Sgt Billy Morris’ case, after some bravado and peer group
pressure, pushed themselves just a little bit too far and were lucky
to come out alive. The whole thing went so well that the Sqn is
now going to enter a team into the Scottish skiing championships,
and will have trouble picking the team from such a strong band of
contenders.

20 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
AND 

SIGNAL SQUADRON (200)

OC Major Alan Blackwell
RSM WO1 (RSM) A C E Burdge

Since the last edition of The WIRE the Sqn has enjoyed the run up
to Christmas with various events laid on for the families and
soldiers. Among these were Children’s parties, the Sqn Christmas
function and the Offrs and SNCOs versus ORs rugby match – final
score 43-5 to the Officers and SNCOs!

The start of 2003 has brought with it an AV Driver and
Commanders’ course and range days that have included pistol
shoots, zeroing our SA80 A2s and firing GPMGs. The Sqn Cpls’
Mess has been started again and an inaugural dinner night was
held on 17 January. The OC and QM had the privilege to be the
guests of honour.

At the end of January the Sqn deployed on EX FLEXIBLE
GAUNTLET IV around Sennelager Training Area in order to refresh
the Sqn in the high levels of performance we achieved last year. It
was an excellent opportunity to introduce new members of the
Sqn – notably Capt Ben Davenport, the new Ops Officer – to the
high standards we continue to produce.

EIGHT MONTHS IN THE SENIOR SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Sig
Christie

Eight months ago I arrived here at ‘The Senior Signal Squadron’
fresh-faced, full of enthusiasm and eager to learn, and it wasn’t
long before I was back in the classroom on my AV Comds course
learning how to be an ‘armoured warrior’. Cpl ‘Tris’ Dunbar and
LCpl Lee Armitage infused us with their knowledge and
experience. The course included theory, maintenance, command
experience and an excellent track bash in the middle of a lake. 

The Sqn has also completed a whole range of training exercises,
EX FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET IV, which brought the new lads up to
speed. The last of these exercises was conducted in Hohne, and
by the end of it, having moved around it so much, every member
of the Sqn knew the training area like the back of their hand. The
Sqn is now much faster and more fluent when it comes to setting

up a Bde HQ in the field. October saw the Sqn on a week-long
Battlecamp in what felt like sub-zero temperatures (thank God we
didn’t have our sleeping bags!). Some of the week was excellent,
including night movement and the lessons on patrolling. Prizes
were awarded at the end for Best Section, which went to Cpl
‘Titch’ Meakin’s section and Sig ‘Sloth’ Williams picked up the
trophy for Best Soldier. All in all it has been a busy few months. 

EX FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET IV - AN ECHELON PERSPECTIVE
- by Cpl Gaz Harris

The move up to Hohne went to plan and all vehicles and
personnel arrived in one piece. The Sqn spent its first night in a
concentration area, where we met up with Cpl Roy Lister who
had been collecting a 1¾ tonne Trailer from Celle. (Well we can’t
help it if there are four trailers planned for the exercise but the unit
only holds three).

The next morning we deployed out to our first location as
Echelon. WO2 RQMS Beech had replaced Capt Jones as Ech
Comd, as the QM had to undergo an operation on his damaged
hand. All was well until the day the Staff were due to arrive and it
was noticed that there was no tents for them to sleep in. Morale
was not affected and we managed as best we could under the
circumstances. The next task was to do a rolling replen for Step
Up and Main. This term rolling replen was used loosely as the
QM’s Dept were issuing all the A2 weapons that had been
collected from Dulman the day before. 

We actually stayed in one place for eight hours, but it was not
long before Echelon had to overcome its next problem. The RSM
had to return to Sennelager and WO2 RQMS Beech was to go to
Main to replace him. This left a vacancy for Echelon Commander,
which Big Chief Scotney quite rightly filled. The exercise
progressed and the rolling replens were starting to get better. This
was short lived as the OC and the Ops Offr decided to kidnap Cpl
‘Gaz’ Harris as he challenged them. This however pleased Cpl
Harris, as he was now taken to the Main location for interrogation
over steak and chips, a much better choice than the container
meal he was due to have. This left Sgt John Hoskins with a
dilemma. Had his roaming patrol fallen into a ditch and was he
injured? After a short period of searching the area and checking
the vehicle cabs, the decision was made to report the incident to
Main and ask to withdraw into their location. The decision was
denied (the term friendly forces was used quite loosely) and the
replen was then crashed out to their ERV. This pleased most of
the lads because they had been sat there for 14 hours. The replen
team finally made it back to Ech in the early hours of the morning
where Cpl ‘Gaz’ Harris was tucked up nicely in his sleeping bag.
The Moral of this story is ‘stay alert, get steak and chips and an
early night!’

A REME CRAFTSMAN IN SUPPORT OF AN ARMOURED
BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS IN THE FIELD - by Cfn Hooper

A day in the life of Tp can be quite interesting. It can go from a
lazy day wondering where the next job is coming from, to rear
idlers falling off and pack lifts. All this and the impending moves
that take place every day or so makes sure life is never dull. There
are usually ten 430 series variants to look after in a Bde HQ Main,
which reduces when the Tp becomes Step Up. A few soft skinned
vehicles also require the attention of the two man REME support
team.

Maj Blackwell presenting Sig Williams with the Best Soldier Award
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When the call comes from the Tp Cdr it is once again time to tear
down and move location. This is quite a complicated task with all
ranks mucking in. It is the responsibility of diamond three, (the
support elements) to tear down the cookhouse tentage and also
the tentage used in the complex. Only then can we even think
about de-caming the 434. 

The Land Rovers and Bedfords move first, closely followed by the
Armour. When we arrive into the next location it is essentially the
opposite of the tear down, until the time when the Sigs have
communications and are ready to receive the Bde Staff. Only then
can we think about food and another night of peaceful sleep. Oh!
Did I forget to mention the guards!

VISIT TO 1 LIGHT INFANTRY’S WARRIOR LIVE FIRING RANGE
- by Sgt Little

Whilst on EX FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET IV in Hohne, it was decided to
give the tps a little break. As 1 LI were just down the road running
through their live firing tests on their Warriors, we went, with Lt
Hannah Stoy to pay them a visit. We were first introduced to the
Warrior itself, getting a walk through the various armaments that it
carried - the 7.62mm chain gun and 30mm rarden cannon. Then
we were shown how the crew work together to locate and hit the
target. Noting the lack of space, we were also shown the troop
loading compartment in the rear

After everyone had seen over the vehicle it was time to see it in
action. The marshal set the Warrior team off and it flew into action
destroying various bunkers and targets around the range area
with a good show of tracer rounds to go with it.

The trip finished off with a burger and drink from the snack tent.
This went down well before we were brought back to reality and
sent back out in our own 43s to carry on the exercise.

ROYAL SIGNALS JUNIOR COMMANDERS COURSE - by Cpl
Cowley

Returning to Blandford for another course is not unusual for most
of us, but the RSJCC is different from the majority of courses held
there. It’s best to go on this with the attitude to pass first time as
it’s not exactly the course you want to do twice!!

The course is four weeks long with 10 days in Sennybridge
thrown in for free. Each week has its own theme, ranging from
leadership to the final week of the field exercise.

As you might expect for a career course like this, it’s demanding
both physically and mentally. All PT sessions are part of the
Section Competition, so personal and section pride is at stake
here. Although PT seems to get progressively harder, the biggest
hurdle for a minority of people is the CFT held on Day 1. If you
don’t meet this basic standard, you don’t start the course.

The most enjoyable week for me was the live field-firing package
during Week 3 at Sennybridge. Again, like most things on this
course, it is done in sections and you begin to trust your section.
It also helps for the final week of the exercise, where all you have
been taught during the previous 3 weeks comes together. Again,
as you would expect, this was hard but enjoyable (at times),
especially when it rained only once during the whole time!

The final week comes soon enough, and after Farm 3,
Sennybridge, those portacabins on Blandford Square seem like
paradise. The finale of the week is the end of course dinner night
in the Corps WOs’ & Sgts’ Mess, where the presentations for Top
Section and Top Student are given. You are also treated to an
informal introduction into the mess, with all the usual goings on
that you might expect!!

On the whole I enjoyed the course and gave it my best, because I
believe this course is worthwhile and should be treated with
respect. If the future plans to see it changed again go ahead,
people will surely miss this beneficial experience.

EXERCISE FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET IV 11 – 22 NOVEMBER 2002
- by Sig Sweeney

We departed Talbot Barracks, Sennelager en route for Hohne
training area on the freezing morning of 11 November 02. I had
been tasked with driving the cooks’ truck for Bravo Tp and was
also responsible for the laying of line at Bravo Tp’s locations. 

The exercise started rather slowly (which is never a bad thing) but
on the second day it was move, move, move, set up tear down,
set up tear down, which always goes down well with the lads! In
our location we had one ED, Sig Glynn Pearson and one
Lineman which made the work rate for the two of us pretty hard
going. Thankfully we had no big dramas. The OC had set a time
limit of 45 mins in which all comms would be in and the complex
would be ready to receive staff officers. However the first move
took quite a bit longer than this because many of the operators
had just come from Blandford and this was their first ex. But after
a couple of moves and a bit of motivation we were reaching the
45-minute target

The first week of the ex seemed to go pretty well and flew by. But
the second week felt like a year, the favourite word of the week
being GAS! GAS! GAS! The first time it was called, it was a blow
to morale, as everyone was in the breakfast queue. At the same
time, it was a blessing in disguise because it kept us just that little
bit warmer during the day and night. All in all EX FLEXIBLE
GAUNTLET IV was an exercise where every member of the Sqn
learned something relating to his or her job. My lesson being
‘never lay a phone to the chefs because they never turned it off
LB and they went through all my batteries like the Sqn bar goes
through vodka!’ 

FOOTBALL UPDATE - by Sig Huxter

Since joining the Sqn in July, I have realised that there are plenty
of opportunities to play sport, so I quickly started going to football
practice run by Sgt Al Lee and Sig Donnie McGregor. The team
was started in October 2002 and usually has two training sessions
a week. These follow a set pattern, in which Sig McGregor takes
a warm up for around fifteen minutes followed a few technical
exercises on control, passing, shooting, movement and set pieces
and ending each session with a game. Sig McGregor also has
help from older members of the team, such as Cpl Martin
Campion, Cpl ‘Gaz’ Millings and Cpl ‘Titch’ Meakin, who help to
encourage the younger members.

The team’s first match was played at Barker Barracks against 3
Bn REME, and ended in an entertaining 3-3 draw. The next match
was against 207 Sig Sqn in the Quarter-final of the Signals Cup.
The match was played in Hohne and the Sqn won 3-2 with Sig
‘Gabbs’ Gabbidon getting ‘man of the match’ and also becoming
kitman!

The last match we played was against 280 Sig Sqn in Elmpt, and
gave us an easy 3-1 win. Admittedly 280 Sig Sqn assisted us by
scoring two own goals. The future for the football team looks
good.

EXERCISE J’AIME CHAUFFEUR - by Cpl Porter

After nearly three weeks’ Christmas leave, we were looking
forward to settling back down to everyday life in the unit.
Fortunately for 10 members of the Sqn, out of the blue, we were
given an opportunity to spend our second week back skiing in the
French Alps in the resort of Les Contamines.

Led by 2Lt Jack Sharples and SSgt Tom Gibbins, we had only 2
days notice of our departure, but thanks to help from the MT’s Cpl
‘Gaz’ Harris and LCpl ‘Charlie’ Brown we achieved it, even if the
transport proved to be somewhat unreliable. For the majority of
the team, the main administration points were to blagg as much
ski equipment from anywhere they could to make the trip as
cheap as possible. Departing Sennelager, we collected 2Lt
Sharples from one of his favourite night-time haunts and arrived
12 hours later in Les Contamines. 

Since we had varying levels of ability, the plan was to meet up on
one of our final days and play follow my leader around the slopes.
So the onus on non-skiers was to learn as fast as possible, either
by taking lessons or kamikaze-ing it down the slopes. Whatever
their level of experience was, throughout the week everyone spent
some time sitting on the snow, some obviously a lot more than
others. The most notable improvement came from Sig ‘Dicko’
Dickinson, who without lessons and after walking down several
slopes on his first day in despair, was able, with absolute
confidence, to ski on any red or blue slope – and, most
importantly, to look the part.
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Sig Kev Beavis was definitely one of the biggest characters
during the week, showing great ability to speak his native Geordie
in a broken French accent. However his late night cooking skills
didn’t prove anywhere near so successful!

After a week of fresh mountain air, lots of skiing, some very
sociable drinking, and in certain cases copious eating, I would like
to say that we were all tired and wanted to come back to work.
But this was not the case. Given the choice, we would still be
there now! Our thanks go to Sig Raku-Evans for bringing back
some very interesting souvenirs to remind us of our second week
of 2003. 

GOODBYE 200 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by LCpl Walker

Having had an extremely fun time at 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
(200), I am now about to say goodbye and head to my new
posting in Afnorth, Holland. One of the best memories of my time
with the Sqn was playing rugby all over the world. This all started
with a trip to York for seven days where we beat Pocklington, but
had to settle for only winning the third half against 2 Sig Regt.

Our next time on the field took us to Holland in the Afnorth 10’s (a
good chance for me to recce my new posting!). We went in to this
tournament to have a good time, a few beers and try to get
through to the semi-finals of the Plate competition. After some
fantastic rugby and plenty of alcohol related pain prevention, by
some miracle we made it through to the final of the Cup!
Unfortunately it was against the BA(G) Rugby squad, and even
with the crowd firmly behind us we lost. 

On return from our winter tour of Kosovo in May 2002, we headed
out on the Sqn rugby tour to Barbados. It was a fantastic 10 days
of sun, sea, sand and surf, and a good thrashing on the field by
the three local teams we played (all of whom had exactly the
same players, which didn’t help our chances of winning!). Despite
the rugby, a good time was had by all, and it would be nice to go
on the next planned trip to Hawaii in 2004. I hope new arrival, Sig
‘Shrew’ Harmer makes the most of his time at the unit, as the
chance to get around Germany is definitely with Bravo Tp, 200 Sig
Sqn. Congratulations go to Cpl ‘Tris’ Dunbar on receiving his
QVCS for all his hard work in charge of Syscon in Kosovo.Sig Brookes on the slopes

4 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND 

SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)

OC Major SJ Vickery
RSM WO1 (RSM) D Watson

At the end of January the Sqn said a very sad farewell to the
much-loved RSM  (WO1) ‘Ged’ Robinson. RSM Robinson has
been an extremely popular member of the Sqn and will be missed
by all, especially the ladies’ football team whom he coached. We
wish him and his family all the best and look forward to his
farewell party on our return from the Gulf. RSM (WO1) Dave
Watson has been hauled away from Blandford where he was a tp
comd in 11 Sig Regt to take up the vacant post. However he is
settling in very well and has already been spotted larging it (or
was that largering it?) at the local nightclub. Despite this (or was it
because of this) frivolous side, RSM Watson has been selected
for a commission. Congratulations - fantastic news.

November saw the Ops Offr, Capt Paul Randell leave us for
JCSC, from where he is posted to 15 Sig Regt in NI. We wish him
well.  Capt Randell’s farewell dinner was made all the more
special with Lt Simon Limbrey’s Elvis impression. Welcome to
Capt Kevin Barker, the new Ops Offr and his wife Wendy, who
have arrived from 16 Sig Regt. 

Welcome back also to Sig Stevenson and LCpl Potts, who have
returned from the Falkland Islands and congratulations to Cpl
Dickinson on the birth of her daughter, Morgan. In addition since
our operational role has been announced, we have been flooded
with new faces. A big welcome to you and your families.

The Sqn cut short Christmas leave and returned just after New

Year in order to get the vehicles in order for future operations. The
whole Sqn is being sent out to Kuwait to head up the Div Support
Group (DSG) for OP TELIC. A hectic time ensued with everyone
working extremely hard to get the vehicles into shape. A number
of vehicles were sent across to 7 Armd Bde and Sig Sqn (207) in
Hohne in mid January. More importantly thirty-five members of
the Sqn, including the Oscar Tp hierarchy are now attached to
207, under the command of Maj Chris Ward. Those members of
the Sqn have all vowed to remain loyal to the black desert rat,
only temporarily changing its colour!

Our Sqn vehicles have now been loaded and they are on the way
to the Gulf, encountering some awesome electrical storms en
route. Since the vehicles have left, we have been conducting pre-
deployment trg and receiving the mandatory OPTAG briefs. We
are now raring to go, and even as this is being written, the Sqn
has started to roll out of Osnabruck. Expect some sand dune
surfing photos in the next update.

NORTHERN IRELAND CIVPOP TRAINING

For six weeks at the end of last year, the Sqn moved to the UK to
act as CIVPOP for the RGBW and KRH NI trg package. This
entails acting out characters in a specially adapted village to
simulate situations in which the trg units will have to patrol in the
Province. As the first ever non-infantry unit to have this tasking, it
was an honour to undertake (and an excuse to have a good
scrap!) All eyes were on us, and in the Sqn’s usual ‘we’ll take any
thing on’ manner, we rose to the challenge and gave them it all.



Based at Lyde, Folkestone and Stanta in Norfolk, we played the
local population down to a tee, dressed as an assortment of
characters, from drunken unemployed tramps to postmen, priests
and tarts. The Sqn got stuck in providing realistic urban and rural
communities in peacetime and more volatile riot scenes, earning
the praise of both the KRH and RGBW. The OC was on fine form.
In his true style, Major Steve Vickery aka ‘urban warrior’ led the
charge from the front. But he may have been a little too energetic
and as a result, landed himself with a corker of a black eye by the
end of the first day. Unfortunately more injuries were to follow,
notably Cpl Rees and his collarbone. Happily all have now
recovered. In between all this rioting the Sqn could be found in
the Starry Plough Inn - all in the name of acting out their
characters, of course. In free time there were quizzes, games of
football and trips to the local cinema.

204 SIGNAL SQUADRON SKI TEAM TRAINING

Lt Simon Limbrey, Cpl Dickinson, Cpl Cripps, LCpl Roderick,
Sig (now LCpl) Whitham and Sig Thomas all went out to Zell am
See in Austria for the Corps Snow Sport Camp. The team spent

two weeks training in the Zell am See resort, which includes the
Kitzeinhorn Glacier, with a 3024m peak. A cracking time was had
by all, but unfortunately, due to operational commitments, the
team were unable to compete in the Corps Championships. But
all improved their skiing dramatically, and look forward to getting
back on the slopes, especially Sig Thomas, who was new to the
sport but took it up with ease.

SQUADRON CHRISTMAS PARTY AND WIVES’ CHRISTMAS
PARTY

We decided to celebrate Christmas in style holding both a Sqn
Christmas party and a Wives’ Christmas function. Both were great
events to finish off another excellent year for the Sqn. A special
mention must be given to the Sqn Diet Coke Break Team, who
made headlines in the garrison magazine, Gateway for their scarily
realistic portrayal of the famous advert. The Diet Coke break men,
Lt Limbrey, SSgt Allcock all provided much merriment as the
builders and RSM Robinson and SSgt Hoyle were scarily
convincing women.
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7th ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL
SQUADRON (207)

OC Maj Chris Ford
RSM WO1 (RSM) Martin Walsh

OCs PERSPECTIVE – by Capt Stu Whittley

Since our return from a well-deserved Christmas leave, the pace
of life in the Desert Rats has been frenetic. Stores, vehicles and
most importantly personnel have been flowing into the Sqn as we
move onto our War Fighting Establishment. The Sqn has
welcomed personnel from 4 ABSS, 12 MBSS and a host of other
Units including the TA. We are now also the proud owners of a
Defence Pl in the shape of Lt Stu Dick and his men from 1 DWR.
We are now 200+ strong and that’s before we consider our Bde
Staff. The planning and preparation we undertook before entering
the High Readiness Year has been invaluable and has allowed us
to consider the finer detail of the upcoming deployment. 

The reaction of everyone, including the wives and girlfriends, to
the increased workload and long hours has been fantastic. It is
encouraging to see the high level of professionalism being applied
to the task in hand alongside the inevitable squaddie banter. The
next few months will be a revelation for us all, but whatever may
or may not happen the Desert Rats are ready. General Tommy
Franks has put it simply, ‘No matter what the circumstances, we
win.’ 

ALPHA TROOP - by Sig Beckett

Tp Comd 2Lt Aileen Grant
Tp SSgt SSgt Steve Walton

It has been a hectic time for Alpha Tp as we have been getting
ready to deploy to Kuwait. Firstly all the vehicles had to be
prepared before they were shipped out on 23 January. This
required all sorts of mods, including getting new cages fitted and
generator moulds -  all of which obviously conforms to H & S
Regs! The kit then had to be checked and packed in less than a
week. Since then we have had lots of trg, including mine
awareness, NBC, first aid, range training and a full day of OPTAG.
Things must be getting serious as we even sent guys off to the
ranges to use GPMGs! It has been a very exciting time, although
there has been some apprehension. But when all is said and
done, we believe we are ready for what (potentially) lies ahead. 

Welcome back to Sig Smith, who has returned like a bad penny
and also to Cpl Lane, who has joined us from 14 Sig Regt. Lt
Grant has returned from her very short Tp Comds course and we
are pleased to have her back. We say a fond farewell to 2Lt Anna

Bates, our Gap Year Commission, whose future is, as yet,
undecided.

Tonight we have a Hawaiian Sqn party, which we are all looking
forward to. It should be one last opportunity to be together as a
Sqn before deploying. 

BRAVO TROOP - by Sig Cairney

Tp Comd Lt Si Lord
Tp SSgt SSgt Cox

As Bravo Tp prepares to load the vehicles tomorrow (30January)
we are very relaxed as everything is ready because of all the hard
work and long hours that we have put in over the previous weeks.
We are happy, and know that our side of the upcoming
deployment will be a success. As there are many of us who have
just arrived at the Unit, we are all looking forward this unique
opportunity, as it will be unlike anything that most of us have ever
experienced before. We have done a lot of pre-deployment
preparation such as GPMG training, setting up in the field, NBC
and lessons like convoy drills and mine awareness. 

We welcome Sigs Forrester and Timmis as well as all those that
have arrived from 4 Bde, and we hope that they enjoy their time
here. I am very much looking forward to the Sqn being together
again in a few months time, when we have finished.

CHARLIE TROOP - by Lt Cadywould

Tp Comd Lt Steve Cadywould
Tp SSgt SSgt Aide Sims

Charlie Tp was formed in the previous Gulf conflict to release
pressure from the HQ troops under a war-fighting establishment.
The Tp itself contains all of the vehicles outside of the HQ
complex, their roles varying from personal vehicles (designed to
transport the staff from main to alternate headquarters) to the Bde
Comd’s Tac HQ. Charlie Tp also has all the remote detachments,
such as rebro stations

The Tp took two weeks to form, and it has been hectic. The
vehicles required equipment faults repairing and the wksps
needed spares to carry out the maintenance. Therefore the speed
at which Charlie Tp could form was dependent upon the speed of
the supply chain. After numerous lists and running from Tp office
to Sqn HQ, the equipment and spares started to arrive and the
dets were brought back up to establishment. One of the main
tasks involved in the formation of a new Tp is paperwork, and
Charlie Tp was no exception. New shipments of manning and



Within a few days of returning to the UK, the Bde HQ was stood
up as the Joint Force HQ 2 (JFHQ2), a formation which deals with
Non-Combatant Evacuation Operations (NEO) of British Nationals 
worldwide. This commitment has heavily involved the Sqn which 
was tasked (in conjunction with 258 Sig Sqn and 246 Pioneer
Sqn) to prepare the JFHQ2 infrastructure for potential deployment
anywhere in the world within a 48 hour period.

SQUADRON NEWS - by SSgt M Wilson, Alpha Tp

The pace of life has had no let ups since the Sqn’s return form
BATUS. After a very successful FTX the Sqn’s main effort has
been returning vehs and eqpt back to the required standard to
take on our high readiness role. With the task completed, the race
to Christmas was on and a well-earned rest in sight.

The Sqn then took on the JFHQ 2 commitment. Taking on this role
was no mean feat. The QM and his merry band had their work cut
out for them gathering together the plethora of stores and
personnel, whilst putting it all together into an efficient machine
for the required task. Despite the task in hand, in true Spt Tp
style, they made best of a bad situation and transformed
themselves into JFHQ 2.

Before the Sqn stood down for the festive season, the Christmas
Ball extravaganza took place. There were moans and groans from
the cheap seats when it was declared that tuxedos and cocktail
dresses were to be the attire for the evening. With an ‘One In All
In’ attitude, the majority of the Sqn showed solidarity and team
spirit, to present ultimately the smartest turnout in Sqn history.

The venue for the evening was the Junior Ranks Club at Wathgill
Camp. It was transformed into a 5-star venue using the world’s
supply of silver foil, Sellotape and tinsel, which LCpl Anderson,
our Changing Rooms wannabe star, applied with expertise. The
remainder of the Committee worked wonders with the
decorations and ensured that the tables were dressed with silver,
fit for a Royal Banquet. SSgt Wilson and Sgt Allen would like to
thank Alpha Tp Committee members, 3 (CS) Medical Regt Chefs
and all those who helped and supported them to make the
evening a resounding success.

After Christmas leave the Sqn returned refreshed and ready for
the battles that the New Year had in store for us. Straight away
both A & B Tps were deployed in support of the QLR TESEX.
Much preparation took place to ensure that the deployment went
well and the ex ran smoothly.

No sooner had A & B Tps returned from one ex, than they
deployed yet again on another, this time on EX PANTHERS LINK.
The concept was a VHF RRB exercise over the East Yorkshire
area. Initially the ex got off to a slow start, due to a few crossed
wires. However, after a few well-placed rockets, the ex proceeded
and was very successful, proving a very good shake-out for the
less experienced members of the Tps. Cpl Stevenson was left
with signs of PTSD after several of the events had caused him
trauma. Cpl Lyon’s re-enactment of The Wizard of Oz caused a
stir when his detachment was nearly blown away in the gales.
LCpl Eden and Sig Williams must be commended for their best
efforts to resist movement by getting locked into a campsite and
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equipment would arrive and all existing paperwork would have to
be updated not only at Tp level but Ops level as well, keeping the
Sqn hierarchy busy. As the expansion comes to an end, it seems
the time has flown by, and the men and women of Charlie Tp are
in good spirits. And they look nervously forward to the opportunity
that, no matter how daunting, they know they can’t miss.

SUPPORT TROOP - by Sgt Williamson

Tp Comd Capt John Fradley
Tp SSgt SSgt Mick Yendell

Support Tp have recently returned from a well-earned Christmas
leave and are now back in camp preparing for a possible
deployment to warmer climates! 

As can be expected, all departments within Support Tp are
currently working in an extremely busy environment, with working
hours going way beyond normal knock-off times. As well as
preparing vehicles, stores and numerous other activities and tasks
the Tp are still managing to fit in ITDs and PT. 

19 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
A N D

SIGNAL SQUADRON (209)

OC Maj G W Wilson
RSM W01(RSM) S A Gorton

CHANGE OF COMMAND

The Sqn bids farewell to Lt Col David Robson, who has left to
work as an MA for the Chief of Defence Logistics in Bath. We wish
David, Ktima, Phillip and Emma all the best for the future. A
warm welcome is extended to Major Greg Wilson who has taken
over command of the Sqn and his family, Jane, Cameron and
very new arrival Laura.

INFANTRY ATTACHMENT -by 2Lt Chatman, OC(Des) Bravo Tp 

I am not sure what I said when I first arrived, but I must have
upset somebody, because no sooner had I joined the Sqn, then I
was sent off to join the Infantry. For four days I was attached to
Corunna Coy, 1 Bn The Queens Lancashire Regiment, whilst they
conducted a TESEX. This was to be my chance to see how things
were really done, outside of the scripted skirmishing at Sandhurst.

Salisbury plain looked wonderful with its newly developed lakes
(very large puddles) and the chilling wind would ensure that we
were all alert. We started of with a simulated road move, followed
by an NBC attack and eight hours in full 4 Romeo. With this out
the way the real fun began. Imber Village was our first target, and
it was duly captured by a dawn assault. The tables soon turned
and we were defending against a very cunning Royal Green
Jackets offensive. However the best was saved until last -
Copehill Down didn’t quite know what had hit it. The Coys forced
their way from house to house, with a fine mixture of firepower
initiative and good fortune. I was enjoying my chance to be a
rifleman, breaking into and clearing rooms in a mass of automatic
fire, throwing grenades and screaming. Seven hours later we were
all shattered, if not AWES ‘dead’, but the village had been
liberated and the Bde Comd was impressed by the Bn’s effort.
The infantry life was fun but I’ve now got to get to grips with my
new role as a Tp Comd in a Bde HQ Sig Sqn, during a very busy
period.

SQUADRON G3 UPDATE - by Capt S Lumley, Ops Offr

The culmination of the Bde’s training year was EX IRON ANVIL 02
in BATUS, the biggest and most heavily funded ex held on the
Canadian Prairie by British Forces to date. The ex has been
heralded as a dramatic advance in formationlevel trg from all 
areas of the Bde. Notably, it was the first time that the Ptarmigan
area system and the Army Tactical Computer System (ATacCS)
have bear used in BATUS both exceeding expectations.

During the build-up phase, the Sqn managed to run a successful 
tenday special to arm trg package involving refining of all Sqn 
procedures, from obstacle crossing and tactical crosscountry 
driving, to experimenting with hasty armd HQ used in maintaining
Bde command and control in a rapid advance.

All this culminated in EX PANTHER’S TOTALISE and EX IRON
HAMMER, the final assessments for the Battle Gps and the Bde 
respectively. Both were hugely successful. For the Sqn, it was
among the most beneficial and comprehensive trg undertaken yet.



being unable to move until the next morning (Golden Blanket
Awarded). With Comms tested and the MEL exhausted, it was
back to camp for tea and biscuits and, all in all, a very enjoyable
ex was had by everyone, especially the newer members of the
Sqn.

Now that the first couple of months are behind the Sqn, the way
ahead still seems very busy. With a full forecast of events to keep
us on our toes, it is certain that we will remain at a very high
standard of readiness, retaining and honing our skills learned in
BATUS in preparation for what the remainder of the year has
install for us.

ALPHA TROOP

Tp Comd Lt W Taylor
Tp SSgt SSgt M Wilson

During this time there has been a steady turn around of
personalities who have departed us on posting. First mention
goes to Cpl (now Sgt) ‘Simmo’ Simpson, who went to FMVT,
Blandford. Next was Cpl (now Sgt) Al Clark, who was posted to 7
Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (207). Then LCpl Danny Watson opted
to hang up his RSigs beret and transfer to AGC. We wish all those
who have departed and their family’s best wishes for the future.

On the arrival side we have had quiet an influx. Firstly LCpI Danny
Watson, who must hold the world record for fast transfers. He
has just joined us again from the AGC after a 4-week transfer.
What can we say, other than get the beers in! Next we welcome
from the factory, Sigs Eldridge, Bostoek and Smith. We hope
you enjoy your time in the Tp. Finally we would like to welcome Lt
Taylor back from his Tp Comds Cse. You can tear up those L-
plate signs now.

BRAVO TROOP

Tp Comd Lt G Darke
TP SSgt SSgt Taf Williams

Bravo Tp welcome our new arrivals, 2Lt Chatman, who takes
over comd of the Tp in August upon completion of his Troopies’
Cse; LCpl Grimes and, straight from RSS, Sigs Escott and
Stone. The Tp bids a sad farewell to LCpI Martyn Harper, who
leaves us for a new career in Civvy Street. We wish him all the
best for his future.
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249 SIGNAL SQUADRON 
(ALLIED COMMAND EUROPE MOBILE FORCE (LAND))

OC Maj AG Hill
SSM WO2 (SSM) SG Dewar

9 January 2003 was a day that the
Sqn and a good percentage of the
Corps hoped would never come.
Ever since the official news was
received in April 2002 confirming
that because of changes in the
NATO force structure, 249 Sig Sqn
(AMF(L)) was to disband in early
2003, most of us prayed that some
reprieve would be given.
Unfortunately, no such stay of
execution was forthcoming and so
249 Sig Sqn disappeared from the
Corps Orbat at the start of the
year.

To ensure that the Sqn finished its
current life in a correct and fitting
manner, the OC, Maj Alan Hill and
SSM, WO2 (SSM) Shean Dewar
devised a cunning plan, involving
drill, service dress, drill, bayonets,
swords and some more drill…Oh,
and a pennant. The task of forging
the remaining members of the Sqn
into some sort of drill-compliant
unit fell to SSgt Dean Wilson, who
could often be seen mumbling to
himself and sprinkling holy water on the parade square after a
particularly bad drill practice (of which there were a few). Slowly
the troops made the painful transition from trekking with skis and
tabbing with bergens to marching in a formed body in a semi-
uniformed manner - and even starting to look pretty good at it!
However, getting the OC to realise that slow march is not in fact
done at warp factor 6 took somewhat longer.

Practice for the disbandment parade, combined with the draw
down of the Sqn took up the majority of the lead up to Christmas
period, with all depts returning stores and throwing out strange
items that had been lying around the Sqn lines for a number of
years. Sgt Paul Binns had to be rescued from the skip a number
of times during this hectic period.

SOinC(A) inspects the parade

Bravo Tp Comd looking for his HQ



Post Christmas, with the parade just around the corner, and a
good percentage of the Sqn deployed on operations and others
being posted early to their new units, numbers became a
problem. It came close to the point where there were more guests
than people marching. Things became so dire that there was a
rumour that SSgt (YofS) Mark Holden had been seen practising
drill moves and dusting off his No2 dress in the silent hours…

Come the day of the parade, everything came together nicely,
with the SSM carrying off a very good parade - and we are sure
no-one really noticed the OC’s ‘deliberate’ mistakes! The salute
was taken by the SOinC(A) Brig D McDowall MBE ADC, and 
accompanying him on the inspection was Comd UK Element AMF
(L) Brig CMG Elcomb OBE (late LI). Both were ably hosted for the
day by the QM, Capt Chris Laycock. 

A surprising turn came about when the spectators started
clapping during the march-off, more than a few felt a lump in the
throat and a tear in the eye whilst marching out of the compound
gates for the last time. Around 100 veterans of 249 Sqn came to

watch the marching and drink some beer afterwards. A special
mention must go out to the 18 veterans of 249 in its FARELF
days, who had seen service during the ‘60s and ‘70s in the Far
East! Thank you to Graham Jolly for pulling your guys together
and for the rendition of ‘Happy Squadron’ which entertained all
present. Now, it is all over bar the MFO. The OC has departed to a
cushy desk job in Northwood, the 2IC to 102 Log Bde Sig Sqn in
Germany, and others have departed to places too numerous to
mention. Best wishes go to all wherever you go. May you live
long…(and prosper!).

At the end of 26 years, 249 Sig Sqn is now no more. All that
remains to say is to those Sqn members who are even now
deployed on ops in far-off places, the remainder of us did not and
have not forgotten about your being part of the Sqn in the final
days of its current guise in AMF(L). To you and the Corps as a
whole: keep the standards, keep the pride and keep looking
forward to when 249 will, phoenix-like, rise once more.
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DEFENCE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES AGENCY
(GERMANY)

252 SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj G Pickersgill
SSM W02 (SSM) DW Stewart

STRATEGIC AND TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT

The Agency had a very successful Christmas party on 5
December at Kernwasser Wunderland. This location is a
reconditioned redundant power station in Kalkar, (no jokes about
Springfield please!) and the whole site has been tastefully
converted into a hotel cum function venue. Many thanks to all
those personnel involved in the execution of the combined
Agency function, in particular to Mrs Christine Dedman, Mrs
Faye Laing, Sgt Phil Harries (RAF) and last but by no means
least, SSgt Phil Stroudley, (our man with the plan). 

The last 12 months have proved to be a very busy time for the
Sqn in terms of evolution, and even as we move into 2003, things
promise to continue with more of the same. The Sqn has received
a raft of new personalities posted in since our last submission,
many leading up to and immediately following the Christmas
stand down. The Sqn OC and all ranks extend a warm welcome
to all new arrivals and wish them, their spouses and families a
successful tour not only with the Agency and Sqn but also in their
individual business areas of work.

ENTERPRISE MANAGEMENT

Welcome to Cpl Sandie Glover AGC, who joins us on local
detachment from 16 Sig Regt to take up the post of Sqn Military
Clerk in our registry. This is a welcome return for Cpl Glover. In a
previous life she had worked as a Tele Op Data in the Sqn in JHQ
Commcen. Welcome back. We hope you enjoy your short time
with us.

Farewell to LCpl Mark Dunleavy AGC, who leaves us en-route to
Worthy Down Support Unit, having recently successfully passed
his JQC (where he was placed in the top third of those students
attending). This course is the AGC equivalent of our RSigs Junior
Commanders Course. LCpl Dunleavy leaves us with the firm
focus on becoming trained-up by his new unit in preparation for
his career aspiration to become a phase one training instructor at
ATR Winchester. The Sqn OC and all ranks wish you the very best
of luck in your chosen career path, and your on focus for the
future.

OPERATIONS MESSAGING JHQ

MODERN APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR NOMINATION, SIG 
JORDAN  - by 2IC, Capt Eric Udell

In mid October I received a letter from TQ Training Management

Services Ltd (who provide modern apprenticeship programmes
for the Corps) to say that one of our soldiers, Sig Tanya Jordan
(currently employed in Commcen JHQ) had been nominated by
her assessor for an award for the outstanding quality of work she
submitted for her NVQ. There are over 1800 Modern
Apprenticeship programmes in Telecomms Sec, and all individuals
participating are eligible for the award selection process. So it is a
considerable achievement to have won through to the final stages
of the competition. 

The final awards were announced at a ceremony conducted on 21
October 2002 at a venue in Donnington, Newbury. Unfortunately,
because of short notice, Sig Jordan was unable to go, so a
member of the RSS NVQ assessor team attended to represent
her. We are delighted to report that Sig Jordan was awarded the
Bronze Level prize. Her trophy, a fine piece of engraved crystal,
was presented by Mr Peter Halstead on a recent visit to JHQ.
The Sqn OC and all ranks offer their congratulations on this
outstanding achievement.

OPERATIONS SYSTEMS CONTROL POINT (RHEINDAHLEN)

COMPLETION OF MODERN APPRENTICESHIP SCHEME SIG
GROS

We are pleased to report that Sig Melanie Gros has been
awarded her Apprenticeship Certificate on the successful
completion of her Modern Apprenticeship Scheme. Sig Gros was
presented with her certificate and citation by Mr Peter Halstead
during his recent visit to JHQ. In addition to this good news, Sig
Gros was promoted to LCpl on 14 November 2002. The Sqn OC
and all ranks offer their congratulations on her fine achievement.

ENGINEERING SUPPORT MAINTENANCE - by SSgt Dave 
Turner

The Dept recently said sad farewells to Cpls Gav Ruckledge,
Adam Dixon, Dave Milner and Cpl Ricky Lambert, who depart
for RSS to attend their T1 upgrading courses. Good luck to you
all. Cpl Al Berry goes to the All Arms Skill at Arms course in
Brecon, a necessary qualification prior to his posting to ATR
Lichfield. We wish you the very best of luck with the training. LCpl
Liza Parsons has returned to Blandford to attend her Class 1
upgrading course, after which she goes to 3 Div, Bulford. Enjoy
your time with 11 Sig Regt. Finally we congratulate Cpl Dave
Reath on his promotion to Sgt. 

To say farewell to our departing personalities, the Dept organised
a go-karting fun day. The format comprised two races per 
individual, followed by the sampling of local delicacies and
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on a bitterly cold December Monday morning on Elmpt Station.
The spectators were treated to a spectacle of drill and squad
control, which was impressive to say the least, especially when
considering the limited amount of time we had for preparation
(just that weekend). W02 (SSM) Mitchell and Lt Youngman
occasionally treated us to morale-boosting bouts of joke telling to
ease the drill stress.

The course culminated in a formal Regimental Dinner in the WOs
& Sgts Mess, Javelin Barracks. This was attended by all students,
instructional staff, the CO’s & RSM’s of 7 & 16 Sig Regts, and the
OC’s & SSM’s of 280 & DCSA(G) 252 Sig Sqns. This setting
provided an opportune moment to announce the final positions
and make the presentations. The Sqn OC and all ranks offer their
congratulations to all those who took part and, in particular, the
following unit awards: Sig Lewis Furnival (Best overall endeavor),
LCpl Jay Jennings (2nd placed student) and Sig Carl Houston
(Member of winning section). The Sqn’s thanks go to Capt Chris
Hymas and his instructional staff for their effort and for providing
places on this course. We look forward to our continued ties
(Corps-related bonding) with Elmpt Station.

RHINE GARRISON SEA ANGLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 8 
JANUARY 2003 - by Sgt Taff O’Connor

With severe weather conditions at the beginning of December, the
Rhine Garrison Sea Angling Championships took place on 8
January 2003 in Stellendam near Rotterdam. Two members of the
Sqn, Garrison Club members, braved sub-zero weather 
conditions with temperatures down to minus 28 degrees. Sgt Taff
O’Connor and Sgt Ian Overal must have been a bottle short of a
ten-pack even to contemplate going outside in temperatures so 
low, let alone 30 miles out into the North Sea on a charter boat.
Both did well on the day, with numerous fish to weigh at the end,
regardless of certain unscrupulous persons using natural ground

sufficient beverage to finish off the occasion nicely. Our winning
participant, Cpl Wayne Addison was probably the only one who
was actually trying. 

ENGINEERING SUPPORT MAINTENANCE PTARMINET

We are pleased to report the promotion on 14 November 2002 of
Sig Jennings, who received his LCpl tape from the OC. Sig
Jennings had been on the Station Cadre course run by the Trg
Wing Elmpt Station and we eagerly await the results.

DINING OUT OF W02 (YofS) HARTSHORNE & SGT
CHURCHWARD, 10 JANUARY 2003

The Offrs WOs & SNCOs of the Sqn recently said farewell in the
traditional manner to 2 members of the Sqn on completion of 22
years’ colour service, W02 (YofS) Stew Hartshorne & Sgt Bob
Churchward. To mark the occasion, a formal Regimental Dinner
Night was held to dine them out. The occasion was made even
more special in that it served to reinforce the bonds of
brotherhood fostered so strongly throughout the Corps by
enabling both serving and former members of the Sqn and the
Corps in general to come together and celebrate the career
achievements of our guests. Through painstaking information-
gathering exercises (dirt), short stories, long tales and the
obligatory poetic licence, their stories were presented. The Sqn
OC and all ranks wish Stew & Aaltje Hartshorne all the very best
success for the future following their final 6 month in JSSU Digby
and likewise wish Bob, Debbie Churchward & family all the very
best success for their future following their final 6 months in 38
Sig Regt (V) Sheffield.

ELMPT STATION JNCO LEADERSHIP CADRE COURSE 2002

The Sqn was offered 7 places on the Elmpt Station Cadre Course
held from in November/December 2002 and based in and around
the area of Elmpt Station. The following individuals attended: Sig
(now LCpl) Jay Jennings, Sig Carl Houston, Sig Lewis Furnival
and Sig Nathan Waring.

Here is a student’s perspective by Sig Lewis Furnival:-

The course started on 24 November with a good oldfashioned 
BCFT just to give us little taster of the good things to come, and a
gentle introduction to hill 60, which we would get to know very
well by the end of the course. During the first week we attended
EX ICE BREAKER, which consisted of ITD’s, military tactics, skills
and equipment, and a briefing on the Code of Conduct by that
nice man Capt Chris Hymas. 

The physical aspect throughout the course was an experience we
would not forget - running in webbing, with stretchers, medicine
balls, sandbags, logs, ammo boxes and occasionally with LSW’s,
as we paid our regular visit to hill 60. Unfortunately, at this stage
we lost Sig Nathan Waring with an ankle injury that would see
him RTU’d. We extend our sincere thanks to Cpl Andy Hill for the
quality character building PT he administered. The second week
was exercise week and started on the Sunday with EX
SHAKEOUT, the first of 4 days honing military tactics, pairs fire
and manoeuvre, not to mention the inevitable SOP kit checks. By
0300hrs the next morning we moved into EX FIRSTSTEP on
Haltern training area. We hit the ground running at 0600hrs when
our vehicles were ambushed by the enemy. We won the firefight,
but all our vehicles had been destroyed, so we had to move to our
harbour loc on foot. During the harbour occupation, we launched
recce patrols and established OP’s before moving the whole
platoon, under the direction of Lt Youngman and Sgt Angus, into
lying up positions. There was then a snap ambush. 

The final day of the exercise was an open invitation to Sqn OC’s
to visit the exercise area for a full English breakfast in the field
before observing the final platoon attack. This gave them an
indication of what their respective soldiers had learned over the
past few weeks. After the attack we had just started weapon
cleaning, when out of the blue (as if by magic) a coach load of
PTI’s arrived to take us on a section cross-country competition.
Perhaps this was a little thank you from the staff for all our hard
work? As soon as we had recovered our breath (and colour for
some), we headed back to Elmpt Station. 

The highlight of the Course was the pass off parade, conducted

Sgt Taff O’Connor shows just how cold It was



THE WIRE, APRIL 2003 181

baiting tactics to gain advantage (with little success, apart from a
sore stomach). Sgt Ian Overal won first prize after being taught
some top tricks previously by the fourth-placed Sgt Taff
O’Connor. Again as with other angling competitions, a good day
was had by all and both Sqn members will now go forward to fish
in the BA (G) Sea Fishing Championships during the coming
summer.

INFORMATION ASSURANCE (TEMPEST SERVICES) - by SSgt
Pete Taylor

This being our first submission to The WIRE, it seems an ideal
opportunity to introduce the current Information Assurance
(Tempest Services) IA(TS) team, formerly known as Electronic
Security Team (EST) 252 Sig Sqn. For the first time since July
2000, we now have our full compliment of team members - yes all
five on strength and on the case. W02 (FofS) Gaz Clapham took
over this much sought after post in May 2002, and following a
brief settling in period has, in addition to picking up where his
predecessor left off, taken the team forward in leaps and bounds.
SSgt Pete Taylor joined the team from afar (well, the other end of
the building actually!) in September 2002, taking over the role of
section staffy, and has also settled in well. Sgt Andy Humphriss
is the Tempest ‘guru’ and in many respects the ‘Daddy’ of the
team (by age alone!) He has served with the team since 1999 and
has seen many changes. Having spent so long with the Germany-
based team, he is hoping to carry his wealth of experience across
to join the UK team later this year. Sgt Eddie Edwards was taken
on strength from a tour of the Falklands in June. What with R&R,
leave and attending qualifying courses, he eventually showed up

on campus in October. His role in the team was to take ownership
of, sort out and back load as much of the redundant stores as
possible. Aladdin’s cave is slowly becoming vacant storage space
(stores are for storing). Cpl Des Hill was taken on strength in
November, but was sent direct from his T1 to complete his basic
on-site Tempest Testers course. At the time of writing, he is
completing the transmitter course in UK. Being the ‘sprog’ of the
team and currently the only JNCO, he has been identified to fulfill
many tasks in the department, as well as anything else that rolls
downwards. UNLUCKY! 

With a busy calendar already in place for 2003, the whole team
faces the prospect of plenty of inspections, related tasks,
challenges, maybe the odd social function and whatever else is
thrown our way, and we look forward to it all.

RECRUITING NOTICE - COMCEN SHIFT COMMANDERS

The Sqn is constantly looking to fill a number of Comcen Shift
Commander’s posts (Cpl & LCpl AS Op). It is desirable that 
applicants for these posts have a background in Data Telegraphy
(or are keen to learn) and would be prepared to work in a static
Comcen environment for a tour of approx 2 years (MCM Div to
advise on tour length). Locations vary from Comcens Gütersloh,
Herford, Hohne, Paderborn, Osnabruck and RHQ. Applicants for
any of these posts can check the current availability by contacting
the Sqn 2IC on Rheindahlen Mil 3226. They should then register
their interest in a specific post by completing and submitting a
RSigs Posting Preference Proforma direct to MCM Division for
consideration, having first consulted with their own chain of
command.

101 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
AND

SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

OC Maj MJ Fensom
RSM WO1 (RSM) KRJ Smith

The tail end of 2002 and beginning of 2003 have proved
interesting for the Sqn, and have thrown up a number of exciting
opportunities. In December 2002 seven members of the Sqn
deployed to Zell-Am-See in Austria to participate in the RSigs
Winter Sports Camp, more of which follows. In addition, we have
supported RMA Sandhurst on exercise, visited London Television
Studios, and conducted pre-deployment training for Bde HQ,
various Bde Units, and ourselves. As this is being written, last
minute preparations are being done for a most challenging and
interesting Battlecamp on Dartmoor.

On the sporting front, the Sqn competed in the 4 Div Basketball
Championships, the football team have continued to brush aside
all who cross their path, and the development of the Sqn’s
fledgling rugby team is progressing well. Anyone want a game?

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 6 - ROYAL SIGNALS WINTER
SPORTS CAMP - by Capt Jamie Noble.

On 31 November 2002 seven members of 261 Sig Sqn embarked
on the long drive from Aldershot to Zell-Am-See in Austria to take
part in the Snowboarding phase of the Corps Winter Sports
Camp. Capt Jamie Noble, WO2 (FofS) Sue King, Cpl Sue
Taylor, LCpl Brian Chambers, and Sigs Moore, Bleach and
Higgins (all Snowboarding virgins) made up the team. When the
18hr journey was finally over, the team caught up on some well
deserved sleep before making the most of an admin day and
setting out to explore the local area. Sundays in Austria are like
setting foot on the set of a Zombie B movie. There is no one to be
seen, and when you do eventually encounter some locals (in our
case, in the local pizzeria) they stare at you as if they are
wondering how good your flesh will taste. Hopefully they grow
more accustomed to outsiders as the ski season progresses.

On our arrival back in the hostel, snowboards and boots were
issued, briefings given, and money changed hands in preparation

for the training to come. A Dutch company, Ripstar
Snowboarding, provided all the instructors, and the quality of the
training given was outstanding. What then followed was 5 days of
intensive training, with lessons starting at 0900hrs and generally
finishing at about 1530-1600hrs. For those who haven’t
experienced snowboarding, it is a shock to the muscles. After 3
days, with every conceivable muscle aching and screaming for
mercy, the team were beginning to wonder if they would make it
through to race week. However, as our technique improved, the
pain subsided and gave way to pure exhilaration and excitement.
Unfortunately the end of week 1 ended on a sour note as Cpl Sue
Taylor fell during her last run of the day and broke her wrist.
Thankfully the Austrian health service is far more efficient than our
own, and treatment was completed within a couple of hours.

After 5 days training, a well-deserved weekend off saw the team
head for Garmisch to make the most of the American PX and
complete last minute Christmas shopping. Unfortunately for LCpl
Brian Chambers, the Taco Bell was conspicuous by its absence.

Race week saw the team compete in the Seeding, Slalom and
Giant Slalom races. Some excellent times were achieved, the
most notable being Sig Moore, who achieved 2nd place in all of
the novice races. However, everybody competed extremely well,
and showed just how much they had progressed during the
previous week’s training.

The last day on the slopes consisted of the Dual Slalom head-to-
head fun race, and the King of the Hill, followed by some free
time, most of which was spent on the snowboard park trying to
look cool on the jumps. Needless to say, a little pain was felt
during the initial attempts, with some efforts looking more like the
outtakes from the TV series Jackass. Once again Sig Moore
excelled himself with almost suicidal tendencies when presented
with an opportunity to launch himself into the air. LCpl Brian
Chambers was jubilant when he was caught on film doing a 180°
Grind to Fakie (or something like that), and everybody laughed
with sympathy when Capt Jamie Noble crashed and burned on
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the grind bar, managing to establish simultaneous contact
between his nose, ribs, and shoulders and a big lump of hard icy
snow.

It was with heavy hearts that the team finally made their way back
to Aldershot on 13 December. The RSigs Winter Sports Camp is
an outstanding opportunity for members of the Corps to be
introduced to the snow sports arena, and the mix of training and
racing give the camp a real edge. Winter sports are physically
demanding and call for courage and self-discipline, but they are
also fantastic fun. I would encourage anybody who is even slightly
curious to ensure that they volunteer for this year’s camp.

4 DIVISION BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIPS

Over the period 27 - 31 January, the Sqn entered a male and
female team for the 4 Div Basketball Championships. Following a
week of training under the guidance of WO2 (FofS) Sue King, the
teams set out to improve on last year’s results, which saw the Sqn
lose by the narrowest of margins. The male team managed to
secure a respectable 4th place overall, whilst the ladies showed
the way by coming 3rd overall and securing passage through to
the Army finals.

BALDRICK VISITS THE BLACKADDER SQUADRON 

‘I’ve got a cunning plan, Sir,’ said the RSM. ‘So cunning you could
put a tail on it and call it a weasel?’ enquired the OC. 3 months
later the plan came to
fruition. As everyone
knows, 101 Log Bde HQ
& Sig Sqn wear the
Blackadder flash. Taken
from the hit TV show,
the badge was created
for the unit during the
1991 Gulf War. (See
story below) So it
seemed appropriate that
corporate image
demanded a visit from
one of the best soldiers
ever to have taken the
King’s Shilling.

On Tuesday 4 February
that soldier, Pte
Baldrick (AKA Tony
Robinson) arrived at
Buller Barracks,
Aldershot to inspect the
Sqn and join it for some
fun. He was met on
arrival by OC, Maj Matt
Fensom and RSM,
WO1 Kevin Smith, and
was then taken to meet
the Sqn hierarchy. After
a swift change into his
normal attire (kindly

supplied by Angels, the props company who supplied the original
Blackadder series) he was whisked down to Prince Consort
Library, where the rest of the Sqn eagerly awaited the Inspecting
Private. Numerous photos were taken, including a full Sqn photo
(see rear cover) and the one we see below. 

Moving back to Buller Barracks, Pte Baldrick then mingled with
all the Sqn in the families’ centre, where he was presented with a
Sqn Plaque and T-shirt (which he promises to wear on Time Team
– Watch out for it!). 1200hrs arrived and it was time to bid farewell
to Pte Baldrick. In the background Baldrick’s favourite song was
played: ‘Boom Boom Boom, Boom Boom Boom, Boom Boom
Boom Boom, Boom Boom Boom.’

THE HISTORY OF THE BLACKADDER PATCH

During the Gulf War, Brig Martin White (RLC) was given
command of the recently-formed Force Maintenance Area (FMA).
One of his concerns was to give the unit a sense of identity and
cohesion. By chance, in a letter from his daughter, she said ‘I
hope you have a cunning plan’. This immediately brought to mind
the Blackadder TV series. And so transit camps in the Sea Port of 
Entry/Embarkation in Jubail were soon to be named after 
characters from the series - Baldrick Lines, Blackadder Camp,
Melchett Lines and Camp Bob, to name but a few. There was
therefore a natural progression to a formation insignia using the
Blackadder motif, so one was designed by a member of HQ FMA
staff.

After the Gulf War, Combat Service Support Group (CSSG (UK)
was formed, largely from the LSG of UK Mobile Force. It adopted
the Blackadder motif as its formation insignia in a formal
ceremony in Aldershot on 9 January 1997. On the change CSSG
(UK)’s name to 101 Log Bde, the insignia passed to that
Formation and to its Sig Sqn, 261.

HELLOS AND GOODBYES

The Sqn says goodbye and good luck to the following people: Sig
‘Brams’ Bramald, off to 16 Sig Regt; Sgt Jacko, Cpl Barry, Cpl
Dylan Davies and Sig Austin, who are all off to civvy street; Cpl
Thomas, off to 7 Sig Regt; LCpl Miles off to 228 Sig Sqn; Cpl
Roberts off to 30 Sig Regt; and LCpl Twissel, off to ATFC
Arborfield.

We say hello to LCpl Mountjoy, Cpl Hunter, Sgt Grady, LCpl
Flitter, and Sigs Huish, Hirst, Bastable and Walker. A warm
welcome to you all.

The RSM hands over to Pte Baldrick under the watchful eye of the OC

We won’t smile until you take off that hat!
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102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS 
AND 

SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)

OC Maj Mark Everill RLC
SSM

The formation of the youngest Sqn in the Corps continues,
despite the deployment of the Bde on OP TELIC. Whilst 262 Sig
Sqn is not formally tasked, we will still be well-represented in
theatre by providing a significant number of individual
augmentees to 214 Sig Sqn. We are providing primarily RS Ops,
giving the majority of our new arrivals from 249 Sig Sqn (AMF(L))
the chance to swap snow for sand and deploy to the desert.

The remaining 20 or so soldiers in Germany will be turning their
attention to the continued build-up of the Sqn. It is intended that
we move into our new Sqn lines in mid-February (or once we
persuade the GTO to leave their cushy offices for a draughty
hangar!). At that point, we will escape the shackles of the HQ and
start operating as an independent Sqn. After that, we look forward
to the arrival of the new OC, RSM and FofS. Sorry lads, the
holiday’s nearly over……!

280 (UNITED KINGDOM) 
SIGNAL SQUADRON

OC Maj Russell Edwards
SSM WO2 (SSM) Dixon

O&M TEAM - by Cpl Hallsworth

The team comprising Sgt Meeds, Cpls Moore, Hallsworth and
Chacksfield and LCpl Allen set off, fresh-faced on the morning
of 1 August, ready to begin our tour in Banja Luka. We were
picked up from Sarajevo by the team we were taking over from
and journeyed to Banja Luka - our home for the next 4 months.
The first week was hectic, with a tight hand over/take over. It was
a week of cramming in as much as we could before the old team
left us. Our job here was to provide computer access for staff
officers, to maintain the equipment and to provide on-hand help
for any problems that may occur. We also provided a daily Video
Telecomms Conference (VTC) for Comd Multi-National Division
South West and COM SFDR.

We soon settled in BLMF and began to take part in many sporting
activities. We kept our fitness up by doing circuit training 3 times a
week and we also entered a Superstars competition, where LCpl
Allen and LCpl Hallsworth were in the winning female team and
Cpl Moore in the runners-up. LCpl Chacksfield took part in a
32km tab and came an overall 8th place, much to his
disappointment!

On the 26 November Cpl Marie Moore was presented the
Modern Apprenticeship Silver Award for Telecomms by Brig
Farquhar MBE, COM MND SW. The National award was judged
on the standard of course material and on regular assessments
carried out by the NVQ assessors of her performance in the work

environment during the two-year course runs. Cpl Moore also
celebrated her 21st birthday in October and LCpl Chacksfield
turned 24 on the 1December. Needless to say, that because of the
enforced two-can rule, celebrations were very low key. 

Congratulations go to LCpl Louise Hallsworth, who got an early
Christmas present in our last week here. She was promoted to full
Cpl by Maj Gen Pearson DCOM SFOR (OPS). It’s not every day
you can say that you got promoted by a general! Congratulations
also go to LCpl Chacksfield, who gained his second stripe. So
Cpls Hallsworth and Chacksfield generously got the two cans
in! Overall our tour has been an experience for all of us with LCpl
Allen getting her 3rd NATO medal with everyone else getting their
1st! As our tour cones to an end it’s time for the next crew to
depart Javelin Barracks for a few months for life in Bosnia just in
time for the snow and temperatures of minus 12! Good luck lads.
We hope you enjoy your tour as much as we have.

EXERCISE LIGHT SHIP

EX LIGHT SHIP was a five week deployment to Civitavecchia in
Italy to provide CIS support to the Italian High Readiness Force
NATO validation process. The Sqn involvement began on 15
November with a road move through Germany, Austria,
Switzerland, and Italy. We had overnight stops in Baumholder and
Stetten in Germany, and Milan in Italy before finally arriving in the
exercise area on 21 November. This included a partial rotation of
personnel and equipment that had already been on an exercise in
Germany for the previous 4 weeks, and meeting up with crews
and vehicles from the ACE CIS Contingency Assets Pool (ACCAP)
Bn, who joined us direct from an exercise in Poland.

EX LIGHT SHIP contained many challenges, ranging from
overcoming the language barrier between our crews and the
Italians, adapting our procedures to work with new and unique
equipment, and learning to live on a diet of nothing but pasta and
cappuccino for a month. Thanks to the hospitality of the Italians
and the hard work of the DCM and ACCAP Bn crews, all major
problems were overcome and the ex was a success, resulting in a
100% achievement of NATO level 1 comms criteria for the Italian
Corps HQ. Another highlight of the exercise was Cpl Sunnae
Lake receiving her promotion to Sgt from the Deputy Comd of the
Italian Rapid Reaction Corps, British Maj Gen The Honourable
SHRH Monro CBE, shown in the photograph below.

At the end of the ex, the road move back to Elmpt began in
rapidly deteriorating weather conditions. The trip home took four
days, and included a crossing of the Alps in picturesque but
alarming snowy conditions. All assets were recovered to Elmpt by
16 December, ready to turn around the vehicles in preparation for
a well-deserved Christmas break. 280 (UK) Sig Sqn are now
looking forward to a busy series of exercises in the first quarter of

Cpl Marie Moore being presented the Modern Apprenticeship
Silver Award for Telecomms by Brig Farquhar MBE



1 (ROYAL BUCKINGHAMSHIRE YEOMANRY)
SIGNAL SQUADRON (SPECIAL

COMMUNICATIONS)

OC Maj M Billingham
SSM WO2 (SSM) D Scott

Another hectic period for the Sqn, with the SC course getting cold
and wet, the operators getting busier and the TA regarding all
unsolicited mail from the MOD as their chance to win a free 6-
month holiday to the Middle East. All the normal activities have
been maintained and a good time was had by all over the various
Christmas functions. The Burns Dinner went down well, with the
English also being asked to dress up in skirts for the occasion and
even given the chance to butcher some Burns’ poetry. The dinner
also gave us the opportunity to welcome Sgts Gray, Hill,
Litchfield, Roberts, Shrewsbury and MacGillivray to the Mess.

EXERCISE SHORT LYNX 01/03 - by LCpl Burton

EX SHORT LYNX 01/03 was a weekend ex aimed at giving both
Regular and TA personnel continuation training on the Sqn’s new
communications system (LOCK).

Preparation (carried out on the Tuesday night prior to the
weekend) included packing two Main Base Stations (MBS) and
two Field Communications Detachments (FCD), testing all
communications equipment and rushing LCpl Karen Clark to
Milton Keynes’ A&E Dept after she fell out of one of the
aforementioned FCDs!

Friday night saw some final preparation before an early morning
deployment. The two MBS vehicles deployed to Bicester gliding
school, one of the FCDs deployed to Yardley Chase training area
and the other to Abingdon. Everybody pulled together and worked
hard for newly promoted Det Comd, Sgt Pete Lichfield, so the
MBS was set up in record time.

It wasn’t long before both FCDs were in and working, with the rate

of traffic increasing as the day progressed. The volume of traffic
suggested that things were far too comfortable for the field dets,
so Comms Ops initiated a move for both FCDs. Both dets took it
in their stride and in just two hours they both were back in and
sending twice as much traffic as before. All trade groups worked
hard throughout the night to maintain communications and
sustain the volume of traffic.

Sunday morning’s sunrise brought with it a visit from the clean,
well-pressed and well-fed Foreman and Yeoman of Signals. Sgt
Mark Gott gave the Yeoman and Foreman a guided tour of the
MBS complex before ENDEX was called at 1000hrs. A quick tear-
down, recovery and turn-around meant we were all back at
Bletchley in time for tea, medals, biscuits, war stories etc…

EXERCISE WANDERING LYNX 16 - 17 JANUARY – by LCpl
Everett 

DS Sgt Fawcett
Cpl Wooley
Cpl Marshall

Students Sgt Walsh LCpl McPhie
Cpl Burrows LCpl Mason
Cpl Green LCpl Reeve
Cpl Evans Sig Green
LCpl Everett Sig Matthews

EX WANDERING LYNX was a 2-day navex conducted in the Peak
District to practise the nav lessons learned during the current SC
course. It began with the students parading at the TA centre at
some ungodly hour on the morning of the 16 January. After a less
than dramatic drive north, (less for LCpl Chris Reeve, who had a
blow-out on one of his supposedly new tyres!) we arrived at Edale
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2003, aiming to consolidate the experiences of last year and to
prepare to receive new equipment.

EX MERCURCY GLACIER 6

The team comprised Cpl R Turnbull (Team Captain), LCpl W
Turner and Sig A Fewster. The ex was conducted over four
weeks, the first being technique trg, the second slalom trg, third
GS training and finally the race week. Our team could attend for
only the final two weeks, giving only one week for training before
the competition on the last week. In the seeding GS race on the
Friday prior to the competition, Cpl Turnbull finished in seventh
place followed by Sig Fewster in seventeenth and LCpl Turner in
position thirtysix, out of a total of eighty-six 
racers.

The Individual GS was the first race to be run, and the results
were: Cpl Turnbull, 10; Sig Fewster, 34 and LCpl Turner, 68.
LCpl Turner fell, but retrieved his skis and carried on with the
race. This course of action led to him receiving a large number of
seed points, which directly effected his starting position for the
Team GS.

The Team GS results were: Cpl Turnbull, 7; Sig Fewster, 24 and
LCpl Turner, disqualified after the first run. Because we had only
three racers, the disqualification of LCpl Turner (after missing a
gate) meant the whole team was disqualified. On receiving his bib
no (69) plus 10% seed point, he was in a poor position for the
start of the next race. Sig Fewster had a good run finishing seven
places in front of her seed number.

The individual Slalom results were: Cpl Turnbull, 12; LCpl Turner,
42 and Sig Fewster, 47. Slalom training was conducted on the
second week of the ex, which the team did not attend. This was
reflected in the finish positions for the race. However, LCpl Turner
did regain some of his confidence with a better result.

The team Slalom results were: Cpl Turnbull, 9; Sig Fewster, 37
and LCpl Turner, 40. After the experience of the previous day’s
race, the whole team performed better, achieving an overall Team
position of third in the minor units and tenth out of a total of
twentytwo teams.

The final Seed positions were: Cpl Turnbull, 10; Sig Fewster, 31
and LCpl Turner, 72.

Because we were disqualified in the Team GS, no overall Team
position can be given. Having missed the first two weeks, the
team was competing at a disadvantage. There was also the
added pressure of being a racer short of a full team. However, the
exercise did bring on the abilities of the soldiers and gave them
vital experience of racing for future competition.

Cpl Sunnae Lake receiving her promotion to Sgt from Maj Gen
The Honourable S H R H Monro CBE



railway station and almost cried at the sheer magnitude of some
of the supposed hills! Having broken into our two groups we set
about the day’s tasks.

Our group under the ‘careful’ supervision of Cpl Gaz Wooley
began our epic voyage in to the unknown by attempting to reach
the summit of Nether Moor, which eventually we did, having first
scaled several morale-shattering false horizons. We’ll be forgiven
for not commenting on the breath-taking views, but all we
collectively remember is pain and the strange aromas that the
countryside lays claim to… Having each taken turns in navigating
with the map and by descriptions of our destination from other
members of the group, we were eventually to be led by our very
own potential pathfinder, Chris Reeve. (we had managed to defy
Naysmiths Rule to make a 1km trek across open flat ground, and
went grudgingly on for around half an hour). Chris proceeded to
lead us through a bog, when, being of sound mind and body,
LCpl Kenny Everett suggested that the route might be somewhat
‘iffy’. However Cpl Ian Evans reliably informed him ‘Just run
across, you’ll be laughing’.

Having sunk up to his waist in the process, everyone except
Kenny was laughing. Team spirit kicked in though when Gaz
decided a mere ‘minion trainee’ wasn’t worth uncoiling his rope
for, so a human chain was formed to pull Kenny out. The day’s
frivolities ended with everyone returning to the interesting-
smelling farm/campsite. 

The objectives for the ex achieved, everyone gratefully descended
on the local licensed establishment, for some decent food and a
pint. Cpl Dave Marshall even defied Scottish ethos and plunged
his ever so short arms into his amazingly deep pockets and
bought a promotion round. But seriously, congratulations on the
promotion Dave!

EXERCISE STRIKING LYNX 31 JANUARY - 2 FEBRUARY - by
LCpl Everett

DS SSgt Churchwood
Sgt Cleworth
Sgt Fawcett
Cpl Marshall

Students Sgt Walsh LCpl Reeve
Cpl Burrows Sig Green
Cpl Green Sig Matthews
LCpl Everett

EX STRIKING LYNX was a three-day Mil Skills training package
for the current SC course and was held at Yardley Chase. The ex
was run as a training package and as a chance for the DS to see
the students away from the comfy confines of the classroom, and
out in the field when tired and cold and hungry… It began on the
morning of Friday the 31 January, with the students waking up in
Bicester to see it had been snowing nicely throughout the night.
(great start!) Having arrived at the TAC, we moved out to Yardley
Chase (thankfully it wasn’t snowing there - it was just freezing).

The first task of the day, (having arrived at probably the only
training area in Britain where digging is allowed) was to dig our

shell scrapes. After much effort and two broken shovels, we
managed to shift enough clay and mud to make reasonably deep
shell scrapes, which would have been slightly more impressive if
they weren’t filling with water. But having spent the last 10 weeks
licking keyboards, it was an interesting change. After lunch the
real lessons began with Sgt Cleworth instructing us in the art of
fire team manoeuvres and the types of patrols etc, all of which
involved getting very cold and muddy. That night we carried out
nav exercises in pairs and eventually collapsed into our sleeping
bags (outside of the reservoir-esque shell scrapes) to settle into
night routine (stagging on!) Unfortunately for LCpl Kenny Everett
and Sig Shane Matthews, their stag managed to clash with the
arrival of the snow. A couple of gibbering hours later, they were
lucky enough to be on stag again when the snow stopped and the
monsoon began.

The morning of day 2 was taken up with section attacks and
lessons in flanking. Fortunately, enough snow was still on the
ground to make getting on your belt buckles a real treat! However
you can never underestimate the power of adrenaline and team
spirit, as everyone gave their all. Lots of smoke and blank rounds
later, the lessons were starting to sink in (with the help of a lot of
shouting and instruction by SSgt Churchwood and Sgt
Cleworth). There was still time for pathfinder, LCpl Chris Reeve
to shine again by getting everyone’s feet wet leading them up a
water-filled gully for the assault (cheers pal, 6 more people you
can strike off your friends list). After lunch more lessons were
given in drills, tactics and ambushes. That evening, after Sgt
Fawcett had instructed us in orders extraction and model
building, we were expected to come up with a set of orders for a
CTR that evening. However, the CTRs carried out that evening did
not exactly go to plan, as we were all spotted. But the lessons
had been learned. Later that evening Sgt Cleworth demonstrated
the correct way to give orders without even needing to refer to
notes or headings. These orders were for a linear ambush we
were to carry out at a sparrow-fart the next morning. Having been
briefed, we gratefully headed back to our harbour area for another
round of loveable stags and violent shivering…

Day 3 began with the jubilant feeling that, being the last day, the
pain would soon end. So at 05.20 we set off for our ambush. To
the unfamiliar eye such as mine, the ambush seemed to go quite
well, with everyone knowing and carrying out their role perfectly.
Arriving back at the harbour area, we had a quick wash and
breakfast, followed by a brief NBC phase, before moving out for
some more patrolling. This led us into more section attacks and
winning the firefight before advancing to contact. This was by far
the most interesting phase, as it demonstrated the natural
leaders, such as Sgt Vinnie Walsh. Everyone came through well
though and gave 100% when called to do so (the raggings round
brick hill finally paying off). When ENDEX was finally called,
everyone hurt and was covered in scars, but no one could say
they hadn’t enjoyed themselves and learned loads. For the Sigs
and LCpls this was especially so, as it gave a valuable insight into
what’s required to reach the next step of the ladder. But I’m sure
no one will mind getting back to licking those keyboards for a few
weeks.
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CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT
(CCU)

AKROTIRI SECTION CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

OC Maj Matt Hanson
USM WO2(SSM) Dave Smith

COMMUNITY RELATIONS PROJECTS

EPISKOPI – By Lt Fi Watson

On a sunny winter’s day (well - it is Cyprus!), the Margarita
Liaissidou Children’s Home was visited by Santa Claus and his elf
(ably played by Cpl Ben McFaul and LCpl Andy Cooper).
Presents and sweets were distributed to all of the children.  CCU’s
ongoing involvement with the Home is much appreciated. The
Home cares for mentally and physically handicapped children of

all ages and was founded in 1990 by Ismene Liaissidou-Saul in
memory of her daughter. 

DHEKELIA – By LCpl Daw

The Section have been testing their DIY skills during the
refurbishment of the Xylophaghou local kindergarten school as
part of their Community Relations Project. This involved the
majority of the Section at some time during the hot summer, but in
particular, LCpls Rokovada, Wilson and King, who donned
coveralls, climbed ladders and generally got covered in as much
paint as possible.  After two months continuous hard work, the
building and playground was transformed and the Section were
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rewarded with a lunch as well as a song and dance show from the
pupils of the School.

CCU CROSS COUNTRY TEAM

The amalgamation of 259 Sig Sqn and 12 SU RAF has really had
an effect on the sporting front. In previous years, both Units had
taken part in the Cyprus Services Cross-Country League with little
or no success. But having both the manpower and talent of a
Combined Services team, things changed for the 2002 season.

Throughout the season, both ‘A’ and ‘B’ teams put in consistently
good performances, with some established competitors, some
stars of the future, and some ‘fat-lads out for a jog to make up the
numbers’. Of the 105 males of all Units who took part in the 6-
race season, only 2 managed to evade work and injury to
complete all of them. They were both members of CCU, Cpl
Dougie Malcolm RAF (established runner, tri-athlete, orienteerer)
and Sgt Kev Joyce (fat-lad).

After the final race, hosted by JSSU (AN), came the prize giving.
Normally this holds no interest for either 12 SU or 259 Sig Sqn,
but this year was different. Overall, we took the majority of the
awards:

1st Team CCU ‘A’.

1st ‘B’Team CCU ‘B’.

2nd overall SSgt Chris Brown RSigs

3rd overall Cpl Dougie Malcolm RAF

5th overall WO2 ‘Gaz’ Smith RSigs

1st Junior Cpl Steve Hudson RSigs

1st Veteran WO2 ‘Gaz’ Smith RSigs

On the whole, it was a fitting way for me to ‘retire’ as OIC Cross-
Country, and a great boost to the Unit.  We now look forward to
the Road Race season, under the new Team Captain, LCpl Carl
Orme.

AKROTIRI SECTION – by Cpl Berry

OC Capt Ben Psaila
SSgt SSgt Danny Cain

Christmas is always the time when people dress up and drink 
vast amounts to enable everyone to get into the spirit of the
season. The Airfield Det function was no different. We had the
biggest Santa Claus in NATO, copious amounts of punch and
more prizes then the Generation Game - even down to the Cuddly
Toy. With two raffles and a disco going on throughout the evening,
everyone seemed to start the holiday season as they meant to
carry on.

Then came the Unit Christmas Function held at the St Raphael
Hotel in Limassol. This was a very ambitious affair, as it was the
first time since the completion of the merger that we have had a
Unit party. With LCpl Lewis winning £180 on the raffle, and
various other prizes going to other members on the Sec, it turned
out to be a worthwhile exhibition. The evening was topped off
with singing from Nick Fellgate and a disco later on in the
evening.

In order to bring in the New Year in style, a fancy dress/
karaoke party was organised. During the course of the evening
we had a rendition of Summer Nights sung by SSgt (FofS) Draper
and SSgt Neil Cain, as well as We are Family by a school girl and
a juicy French maid. There was also table football, which built up
the rivalry between the Liverpool and Everton fans in the Tp.

DHEKELIA SECTION – by LCpl Daw

OC Capt Dean Richardson
SSgt SSgt Watts

The last few months have been a very busy period for the Sec
completing major project work at both the new Aghia Nikolaous
Fire Station and Medical/Dental Centre.  Once we completed our
community relationship project, we set our sights on renovating
our own Bitsa Bar, which has been an ongoing issue for a while.
This was conducted under the supervision of Cpl Smith, who
worked tirelessly at sitting down and telling other people what to
do, and SSgt Watts, who decided to pick the most outlandish
colours possible for the walls. Eventually the Bar was finished in
time for an inaugural BBQ and the presentation of the Unit hockey
trophy (to Dhekelia Section!). 

Not content on painting and rebuilding, Cpl Dorwood decided he
needed more practice at drilling and proceeded to unscrew all the
old 259 Sig Sqn signs and replace them with the new colourful
CCU signs. 

The Sec has also been kept busy on the sporting front with the
final event of the Dhekelia Garrison Minor Units Competition. This
turned out to be Cross-Country and since it was almost a
foregone conclusion that we had already won the overall trophy,
we thought we had better turn up out of politeness. As it
happened we stormed home and walked away with the overall
trophy. Well done to Cpl Molden for finishing the race and being
selected to receive the trophy from the Garrison Comd.

With Christmas fast approaching, the Sec were all looking forward
to a couple of nights out. This started off with the Christmas bash
at a local Russian-run hotel arranged by our hosts Cpl Matt
Williams and LCpl Becky Joyce.  Everyone turned up in their
best bib and tucker except for the seniors, who apparently missed
the memo saying it was formal. More was to come the following
night, when we had a Games Night, arranged by Cpls Molden
and Hadley in our newly redecorated bar. 

We welcome back Sig DK Davies and LCpl ‘Vinny’ Vinten from
their excursions in the Falklands. Also a surprise return from Cpl
Lane. It seems that the stress of his latest course in Blandford has
made him lose all his flowing hair.  A warm welcome goes to Sgt
‘Gaz’ Jordan, who has been transferred down from Akrotiri to fill a
post in our new Planning Cell.  Farewell then to Sgt Cecil. We
wish you all the best. There must be something in the water,
because SSgt Mick Lingard, LCpl Piers Daw and LCpl Jim
Wright all are proud feathers of baby girls. Congratulations to
everyone. We welcome the new arrivals to Dhekelia Sec. 

SSgt (FofS) Lingard presenting a Dhekelia Section Plaque to the
Muktar of the Xylophaghou Community School



Members of the Dept also have a variety of secondary duties.  Sgt
Karl  Duncan, the Rugby Club Bar Manager, will be losing his
partner in crime, Sgt Sean Hyland, the former Rugby Club
Property Member. He will be helping out with the Jimmy Ross
Club (the Unit’s new joint bar) in future. Also well done to Sgt Kev
Joyce, OIC athletics, cross-country and road running on all his
successes during the year.

We would like to welcome the new QM, Capt Dave Stachini, and
we hope he enjoys his tour here. (He has actually been here 8
months, but wire notes haven’t been done in a while). We also say
a warm welcome to the new SQMS, SSgt Paul Jordan and his
family. We hope you enjoy your stay in Cyprus. A belated farewell
and congratulations on your promotion goes to WO2 Wayne
Hamlett. We hope you, Stephanie and baby Zoe enjoy your time
in Wales. Secondly we say goodbye to Sgt Sean Hyland’s store
companion, Mr Chris Chrysanthou, who is retiring after 32 years
loyal service to the forces in the SBA. The whole Dept wish Chris
and his family a happy retirement.
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QM DEPARTMENT

QM Capt Dave Stachini
SQMS SSgt Paul Jordan

When CCU sprang into life, the department found itself running at
a million mph.  The signs all had to be changed, the stores for the
amalgamation parade had to be demanded, and then the Annual
Battle (Trg) Camp had to be organised  (involving the majority of
the Dept in one way or an other, whether instructing or doing re-
sup). As usual the Dept’s role in the Camp went without a hitch.
Well done to everyone for all their hard work. Not long after the
Camp, when all the loan stores had been returned, we were once
again demanding stores for the 12 SU Walkdown.  Immediately
after that, there was the first ever Christmas Light up of a Dodge.
The MT has re-thought the transport requisitions to help the new
Unit gain transport at the drop of a hat. Sgt Ruff and his loyal
side-kick Cpl Lee Alderson do this job with the greatest of ease
and have brought together the two tpt sections well. 

JOINT COMMUNICATIONS UNIT
SIERRA LEONE

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ADVISORY AND TRAINING TEAM
(SIERRA LEONE)

CO  Lt Col Matt Helm
RSM WO1 (RSM) T Comyns

The RSigs presence remains in Sierra Leone under the guise of
the International Military Advisory and Training Team (IMATT) with
7 personnel occupying posts in the Republic Sierra Leone’s
Armed Forces (RSLAF) as part of the Joint Communications Unit.

The Ops Team continues to plan (allegedly) and conduct
deployments of JCU personnel down to Coy level in support of
continuing ops to stabilise Sierra Leone and guard the rather
porous borders. The YofS, WO1 George Hume, tries to persuade
operators not to change frequencies just because they prefer
another one. The FoS, W02 Paul Hubble, tries to magic bits of
new equipment from nowhere, and get broken kit repaired
somewhere. Luckily, the US Govt. has been most generous
recently, and 3(UK) Div have been helping with repairs to some of
our donated UK eqpt (surprisingly surplus Clansman kit is not any

more reliable when shipped without tech support, spares or test
equipment to equatorial Africa). To aid them, SSgt Ian Thorburn
assists with all training matters, and is delighted to be back where
he can show off his Morse skills, while SSgt Dave Alderson
offers advice to the fledgling TM Tp while moonlighting as
plumber, electrician, typing tutor and internet café proprietor.
Overseeing it all the CO, Lt Col Matt Helm, and RSM, WO1 Tim
Comyns, preside over a sigs regt of a previous age.

Also out in Sierra Leone are Col Paul Oldfield, who keeps himself
busy at the MOD and supervises the keenly contested RSigs West
African ‘grudge match’ Golf League, and Lt Col Richard Wilson,
who is busy developing some advanced variant of BOWMAN for
the RSLAF up at MOD level, while we at JCU eagerly await the
opportunity of actually implementing some of the technological
marvels he proposes buying! Between naps, Major Harry Ross
helps run the J6 Office in the joint HQ. Recent departures include
Maj Mervyn Johnston and SSgt Trev Austin, while we await the
imminent arrival of Maj Jonathon Turner, who will replace Lt Col
Helm after 2¼ years in Sierra Leone.

G6 DIVISION 
HQ ARRC

REUNION MARKS THE CLOSURE OF THE AIRFIELD
COMMUNICATIONS PLANNING OFFICE

The closure of the last RAF Airfield in Germany (RAF Bruggen)
was completed in January 2002 and hence signalled the end of
the role for the Airfield Communications Planning Office (ACPO)
based in Rheindahlen. To mark the occasion, a reunion dinner was
held in Rheindahlen on Friday 29 November 2002, allowing past
members to meet and recall the good old days. But most
important of all it was an excellent opportunity to say a final thank
you to the long serving civilian staff. In particular, 21 years ago,
Mrs Michelle Matthew, just barely out of her teens, started as
the first ACPO clerk and progressed to running the drawing office.
She leaves as a fully qualified draughtsperson and has taken up a
similar post in UKSC (G) G4. Mrs Lyn Fadzilah was a new clerk
almost 10 years ago and replaced Michelle, who then became
the office draughtsperson. Lyn has also moved to a new post in
UKSC (G) in G4.

ACPO began in 1981 from within 21 Sig Regt (AF) and was
responsible for the co-ordination and planning of all the Signals 
works services on the overseas RAF main fighter airfields. These

included the RAF bases at Brüggen, Wildenrath, Gütersloh,
Geilenkirchen and Laarbruch in Germany. We also covered RAF
Decimomannu in Sardinia, RAF Ascension Island and later RAF
Falkland Islands (Mount Pleasant Airfield).

Beyond this traditional role, the real expertise and worth of ACPO
grew during OP RESOLUTE in Bosnia in 1996, when they were
tasked to cable and wire up the telecomms requirements in Split
and for HQ ARRC in Sarajevo. The recognition that ACPO did
deliver a telecomms cable and wiring solution in peace support
operations, as well as for largescale field exercises became an 
essential asset to HQ LAND. This became even more apparent
with the contribution ACPO made to HQ 1 Sig Bde and HQ ARRC
during OP JOINT GUARDIAN in Kosovo. Project planning,
resourcing equipment, materials and manpower, from the
beginning (concept stage) to the final provision, ready-for-use by
HQ staff, and the capability of reacting to changing priorities and
time-frames were ACPOs greatest achievements. Working with
reduced project time-frames (compared with the traditional
elongated Signal Works Service processes) became the key factor
when ACPO was tasked to deliver the cable network solution for
the commercialisation of the Balkans in support of 11 Sig Bde.



Surprisingly, even today in the Balkans, wiring and cable projects
continue endlessly in response to the reconfiguration of HQs and
relocation of units. The role and requirement for an infrastructure
project office has been accepted by the communicators in the
Corps as a reactive deployable function, and continues with the
Communications Project Office, which has been formed in 10 Sig
Regt based in Corsham. (WEF 1 April 02)

Behind the ACPO office were the heroes of the telecomms cable
networks, the telecomms and installation techs, whose skills with
traditional copper and fibre cables and with the installation of
conduit and ducting work, realised the ACPO plans. During peak
periods, as many as 130 of these inst techs and telemechs (with
their technical language of Cat 3, Cat 5 RJ connectors and
structural wiring to JSP 480) were employed directly by ACPO.

In all, the ACPO office at any time consisted of only the OC (TOT),
two telemech project planners and the two civilian staff, and drew
on the skill set of insttechs directly from Brüggen Tps or from
across RSigs. In fact ACPO began to get the reputation of being
the travel office and employment bureau for the inst techs.

The reunion dinner encouraged all the past members to meet and
close another door in the history of change. During the dinner,
past OCs gave an account of their time and achievements during
their tenure in ACPO, and this information has been recorded in a
final ACPO Newsletter alongside past photographs from over the
many years.

As a matter of record and to jog a few memories, the roll call of
ACPO OCs is as follows:

1981-83 Capt (TOT) Roy Lund
1983-86 Maj (TOT) Cliff Webb
1986-88 Maj (TOT) Tony McMullen
1988-91 Maj (TOT) Brian Billsberry MBE
1991-93 Capt (TOT) Russ Davey
1993-95 Capt (TOT) Paul Gaffney
1995-98 Maj (TOT) John Oakes
1998-2001 Maj (TOT) Noel Baugh MBE
2001-02 Maj (TOT) Jim Leggate

The following spent their tour with ACPO as FofS’s.

W02 (FofS) Dave Bowers 
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Reunion of OC ACPOs
Front row (L-R) Capt (TOT) (Ret’d) Roy Lund, Mrs Lyn Fadzilah, Mrs Michelle Matthew, Maj (TOT) (Ret’d) Cliff Webb, Maj (TOT) (Ret’d) Tony

McMullen
Back row (L-R) Maj (TOT) John Oakes, Maj (TOT) Jim Leggate - The last OC ACPO, Maj (TOT) ‘Noddy’ Baugh

W02 (FofS) Joe Aquilina
W02 (FofS) Colin Turner 
W02 (FofS) Bruce Wyllie (Now Maj (TOT) OC CPO Corsham)
W02 (FofS) Dave Stewart
W02 (FofS) Russ Lifton
W02 (FofS) Paul Sweeney
SSgt (FofS) Pete Dowdall
W02 (FofS) Guy Lewendon

Telemech Planners:

W02 Mark Bullivant.
SSgt Mick Reid
SSgt Brian Parkhill
SSgt Steve Hilton
SSgt Kev East
SSgt Jim Beecham
SSgt Graham Hillhouse
SSgt Dave Campbell
SSgt John Davis
SSgt Steve Dobson
SSgt Steve Gerrish
SSgt Andy Elliot
SSgt Pete Atkinson
SSgt Steve Brealey MBE
SSgt Adrian ‘Jonah’ Jones
SSgt Sean ‘Taff’ Bryant
SSgt Len Chapman
SSgt Mark Sherwood
SSgt Dave Laverie
SSgt ‘Bing’ Crosby
SSgt Billy Lilburn

Draughtspersons:

Sig Jake Jacobs
Mrs Michelle Matthew

Clerks:

Mrs Lyn Fadzilah
Mrs Donna Worrall
Mrs Lisa Coltman



NNNNEEEEWWWWSSSS  FFFFRRRROOOOMMMM  TTTTHHHHEEEE  CCCCOOOOMMMMMMMMOOOONNNNWWWWEEEEAAAALLLLTTTTHHHH

2 SQUADRON 
ROYAL NEW ZEALAND SIGNALS

OC  Maj Karyn Te Moana
RSM WO1 Nigel Shields

EXERCISE HERMES RANGER – By Cpl Blair Fairbairn and LCpl
Renee Nattrass

EX HERMES RANGER was a minor tactics exercise held 18 - 30
November 2002 by 2 Sig Sqn out at Santoft Forest in the
Manawatu area. The ex was used to establish and develop det
level contact drills and initiative. Three personnel from the Ohakea
RNZAF Comms Flight also joined the exercise.

In-camp preparation was conducted at Linton Camp starting on
18 November. Patrol comds received individual orders and then
supervised the battle preparation of their respective patrols, which
comprised five to six people. This included stores requisitions,
weapons and ammunition demands, patrol techniques, individual
field gear preparation, briefs, infiltration routes and cache
locations.

All personnel were allocated duties in their respective patrol
groups. Each sec was given tasks throughout the exercise with
the emphasis on completing the task with the limitations of time,
rations and having an enemy party, greater in size than they were,
against them.

Tasks included tactical moves by day and night while on foot,
conducting OPs, patrolling by day and night, clearing patrols on
foot and mounted, immediate reaction force (IRF) for EXCON and
local static security of the EXCON /HQ area.

An escape and evasion exercise was conducted over two days
and one night. The hunter force initiated an ambush by Scott’s
Ferry and all personnel, with just their webbing and rifle, were
given a grid reference (checkpoint) they needed to get to before
getting their next orders. There were a total of 10 checkpoints
covering a straight-line distance of around 30km from Scott’s
Ferry to the camping ground in Koitiata. The enemy party, who
comprised personnel from Signals Platoon, 1st Battalion Royal
New Zealand Infantry Regiment (1RNZIR) captured several
people. This phase of the exercise was designed to test mental
strength and initiative. The final (and for some the most daunting)
phase of the exercise involved a unit battle efficiency test (BET).
This was a 30km pack march conducted in patrol groups and
finishing at Scott’s Ferry. The majority of personnel completed this
gruelling challenge within the allocated time of 10 hours. Luckily
the weather was predominately overcast which provided a little
more comfort to all involved.

As patrol comds, the biggest lesson we learned was not to take
anything for granted. Although we submitted our demands on
time and ordered enough stores for the duration of the exercise,
there was always something that we had missed. For example,
one patrol comd ordered 1500 rounds for his C-9 but no links so
the gun was useless to him. Another ordered an AN/PRC 77 set
but never wrote ‘complete to CES’ so he received his radio with
no antenna, battery or handset.

When we arrived at Santoft forest we still hadn’t been issued our
24hr ration packs so we sent our 2IC’s away to inquire about
some. Cpl Fitzgerald quickly clutched them up and ten minutes
later they arrived back with a cardboard box and a sack. Inside
was a live chook, a cabbage and some potatoes. With a blunt
pocket knife and a dozen hexamine tablets we did our best to
enjoy our meal that night. After proving to the DS that we had
finished the chook they then decided to issue us with our ration
packs. It turned out we didn’t need them so quickly because on
day three we were still eating cabbage!

All in all the exercise was run extremely professionally by the
exercise coordinator, Cpl James Fitzgerald, the 2 Sig Sqn Trg
NCO, with each phase of the ex executed as planned. Personnel
gained much knowledge and experience and many personal goals
were achieved. 

TWO SIDES OF THE COIN - 2 SIG SQN LEADERSHIP
TRAINING IN THE RUAHINES RANGES – by Sig Kylie Jenkins

It all started at 0800hrs on the 11 February 03, when six groups
consisting of male and female service personnel piled on to the
Unimogs, ready to start the challenge of tramping through the
Ruahine Ranges. As we arrived at our drop-off point, there was a
look of amazement on people’s faces as they caught their first
glimpse of the mountains and how high they were. 

Our group put their packs on and we were away, although
everyone in the group seemed a bit unsure of what to expect. We
came to our first posted sign after an hour into the tramp. The
sign read ‘Tauapo River, three hours’ so the morale of our sec
picked up as we were all aware the sign was made for civilian
personnel. Being soldiers, we assumed we would be able to
negotiate the track in two hours. When we reached the top of the
trig station we had two choices to take. One was walking along
the ridgeline following the track; the other was to walk down into a
re-entrant and along a stream. We chose option number two,
which we found out later was not the easiest choice.

After a three-hour tramp down a steep hill that involved threading
and weaving ourselves through the close native bush, we finally
arrived to something that resembled a stream. We trekked about
thirty minutes and came to our first obstacle, a waterfall, a
waterfall that was too high to jump down. Our only option was to
find another way above and around the waterfall. By the time we
had done this, it was getting dark and became time to set up our
overnight location. We managed only about 2 hours sleep in a
very uncomfortable environment.

On day two, packs were on at 0830hrs and the sec was ready to 
press on. We made our way back down to the stream only to

A chook about to meet its end in the noble cause of feeding the
patrol
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embark on another waterfall escapade. By this point we were
experts in the scaling of waterfalls. Our instincts told us to climb
around the waterfall rather than risk people slipping down the cliff
side.

After a few more obstacles (which included chest height river
crossings, sliding on our posteriors down the rocky cliff side
because they were too steep to walk down, and a three hour
uphill trek that involved an hour on hands and knees, and
sometimes stomachs, due to the sheer gradient of the hill) we
reached the summit. Here we found we were now ‘back on track’.
We tramped another hour when the roof of a hut came into sight.
This had a huge positive effect on the morale of the sec, because
we knew that the poor conditions we slept in the previous night
were not going to be experienced this night.

That night at the hut we were made aware that a member of
another sec was carrying an injury and was unable to continue
with the tramp. This meant our sec was to carry an extra three
packs. After a 2-hour tramp downhill we arrived at what was to be
our final destination. The remainder of the group arrived a couple
of hours later we then dispersed to the local Returned
Serviceman’s Association (RSA) for a few social activities.

In closing, a fun time was had by all, our sec was glad that, even
though faced with adversity on many occasions, we never lost our
way, or anybody. On the whole, situations such as these are
something to learn from for future reference in how to take the
best actual route. The sec would like to thank our DS for stepping
in and taking over when they did. Without this affirmative action
we would not be the soldiers experienced in, climbing, sliding,
crawling and wading that we are today. 

A WALK WITH A FALL - 2 SIG SQN’S LEADERSHIP TRAINING
IN THE RUAHINE RANGES - by Sig Jase Watson

It was a beautiful summer morning, typical of the Manawatu
Region. The air was fresh and not a cloud could be seen in the
sky. At 0800 hours on 11 February 03 with all the pre-exercise
checks done earlier that morning, we all piled on the trucks ready
for the practical phase of leadership training. It was quite a
distance away in most people’s minds. For most, all they could
think about was lunchtime and all the good it would bring. 

All six secs arrived at their own drop-off points and each went its
own separate way. Some we would see on our journey and others
not until the end of the walk, with a million and one stories to tell.

We were one of the lucky
secs. We didn’t have to
cross rivers up to chest
height, and we didn’t have
to bash our way through the
heavy native bush on the
side of the mountain range. 

On the first day we had a
reasonably good track to
walk on, but at times the
track became over-grown
or non-existent. Overall it
was a relatively good first
day for the sec, and as
always morale was very
high. As we saw the first
day’s end in sight - a hut,
we all breathed a sigh of
happiness. Some civilian
trampers had already
occupied the hut, therefore
we moved around and
made our bed spaces for
the night amongst the small
clearing that surrounded the
one room abode. With the
mountain ranges
surrounding us, the sight
was beautiful. We had
compulsory tasks we were
supposed to achieve, but
decided to leave them for

the second night, as they seemed too hard after such a long day’s
walking. However these never eventuated, for tomorrow would
bring an unforeseen task that took priority. 

Day two brought an uphill climb. Again morale was high as
always. The morning was crisp with slight dew and the feeling of
another hot day to come. We had a climb of over 700mtrs through
nice native primary growth until we hit the top of the mountain
range, where only tussock survived in an ever-changing climate.
We stopped for lunch with the other sec. They had a person with
an injured knee therefore their pace had dropped off slightly. After
lunch we said our good-byes and let the other sec go on ahead.
We were approaching the next hut in good time, when one of our
personnel fell into a hole and tore part of her Achilles tendon.
Right there and then the decision was made to get help in the
form of a helicopter. The person was then carried to a suitable
spot for the helicopter to land. However, the helicopter was not to
be, so, in the heat of the day, we made a stretcher out of steel
rods that we found, a hootchie (army shelter), bungee and some
other materials that we had on us. After a few hours of hard slog,
with help from another sec, the RSM, and a lot of stops, we made
it to the hut. The night was spent preparing a more suitable
improvised stretcher out of an old camping stretcher with a few
personal touches.

After a hot feed and a good night’s sleep day three began. The
morning brought with it a beautiful sunrise. For the next few 
hours it was our job to get us and our injured mate off the ranges
and down to EXCON’s location. Some of the other secs took off
early with our packs, and other people had come from the bottom
to help with the carrying of the casualty. It was only about 2 to 
3 kms to the end, but it was a very rugged track to the bottom.
After a few hours of hard slog, at times slipping and sliding we
arrived at the bottom. Here we were treated with lunch and cool
water. Our injured mate was evacuated to the Linton Camp
Medical Treatment Centre. The rest of us waited for another
couple of hours for the trucks, and once they arrived we all piled
on once again, which ended our tramp through the beautiful
scenery.

For non-Antipodean readers, the exercise areas described in
these stories, the Ruahine Ranges, are about 170 kms north-east
of Wellington; ‘tramping’ is the Kiwi equivalent of tabbing; and if
you don’t know what a chook is, you had better book on EX
LONGLOOK to find out – Bernard Redshaw, Editor

The patrol and its Unimogs
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ROYAL SIGNALS CRICKET CLUB (RSCC) SUMMER 2002

After coming third, in what turned out a to be close finish in the
end of the 2001 Famous Grouse Merit Corps Cricket Competition,
the focus for the RSCC was on winning it in 2002. This was not
going to be easy, as both opening bowlers were deployed, Lt
Alex Senneck to Sierra Leone and Sgt Hillary Glean to the
Falkland Islands.

The first match of the season was against the Chairman’s Select
XI. The Chairman of RSCC, Lt Col Roddy Nicholson, this year
managed to recruit a couple of Army players into his side, namely
the Army skipper, SSgt Nick Palmer and Sgt Steve Hole (REME).
The Chairman opened the batting with the Secretary, Capt (Retd)
Dave Kenyon. Between them the openers put on 41 runs (The
Chairman scoring 35 of them) before Capt (Retd) Dave Kenyon
was brilliantly stumped by LCpl Keith Ford off the bowling of
SSgt Smuj Smith. Despite being dropped a few times, the
Chairman went on to score 38. After the good start, the
Chairman’s side struggled and could only score 148 all out.
Without a strong bowling attack, defending a score of 148 was
difficult and in the end resulted in the Chairman’s side be beaten
by 5 wickets. Both sides thoroughly enjoyed this match with
cricket being the real winner at the end of the day.

The match against the AGC on 5 Jun 02, saw two of our Army
players LCpls Ford and Houghton score an impressive 84 and 66
respectively to steer the score to 255 for 8 off our 50 overs. With
the dark clouds looming nearby, the AGC were struggling at 86 for
5, with the damage being done by Cpl Johnson. As it started to
rain, the skipper, WO1 Paul Gardner, came on and did a few
Skeg O’Dare impressions to push the overs bowled quickly onto
25. As the heavens opened it was called a day and victory went to
the RSCC for their higher run rate.

The following day saw the Royal Marines visit Blandford for a
friendly 40-over match. The RSCC scored 209 for 3 after our
allotted overs with that man Houghton scoring a century (109).
Along the way he was assisted by the skipper, WO1 Paul
Gardner, who was looking good at 81 not out. The Marines were
doing well until a double bowling change from the skipper brought
on Maj Stu Boyne and SSgt Smuj Smith. The Marines ended up
in all sorts of trouble and were all out for 168, with SSgt Smuj
Smith taking 4 for 28.

On 11 July 02 the AMS CC arrived at Blandford and after winning
the toss, wanted to make a game of it by putting the RSCC into
bat. 338 runs later, including a splendid 137 from LCpl Keith Ford,
saw the innings close after our allotted overs. The AMS were then
promptly dismissed for 116, with Cpl Steve Fox taking 3 for 22.

The RLC CC arrived on 22 July 02 also hoping to make a game of
it, only to find Lt Alex Senneck standing poised ready for action,
complete with a brew and no suntan, having just returned from
Sierra Leone. Unfortunately, the RLC lost the toss and were put
into bat. From the off they were struggling, finding it very hard to
get the ball off the square. After 43 overs the RLC were all out for
143 with Lt Alex Senneck taking 4 for 11, welcome back, Alex.
The match was finished off quickly thanks to LCpl Stu Houghton
scoring a rapid 66 to help the RSCC onto a score of 144 for 2
after 26 overs.

The next day the team travelled to Arborfield for the match
against the REME. Once again, the skipper won the toss and put
the opposition into bat. 39 overs later the REME were dispatched
back to the pavilion scoring 129 all out, thanks to excellent
bowling spells from Sig Martin Cull (4 for 23) and Lt Alex
Senneck 3 for 39. With Lt Alex Senneck scoring an unbeaten 67,
the RSCC once again wasted no time in scoring the required runs
for victory.

In what turned out to be the last match of the season (thanks

mainly to the rain) the RA paid a visit to Blandford. Having been
put into bat, the RSCC scored 221 all out after 49 overs with LCpl
Keith Ford scoring a splendid 74 along the way. The RA also
found it difficult to get the ball off the square and ended up all out
for 98 after 40 overs, with Cpl Lee Dyson finishing the innings off
and taking 4 for 25, along with a nice set of furry white rabbit ears.
After all of the points were added up, at the end of the season, the
RSCC became winners of the Famous Grouse Merit Trophy for
the second time in three years.

After an excellent season for the club, winning the Famous
Grouse Merit Trophy and remaining unbeaten for the season, we
are all now looking forward to the forthcoming tour to South Africa
in November. On a different note, at the end of the season we also
said farewell to the club’s secretary, Capt (Retd) Dave Kenyan. A
big thank you for all of the hard work you put in over the years.

ROYAL SIGNALS CRICKET CLUB RESULTS SUMMER 2002

RSCC vs AGC CC at Blandford on 5 June 02
RSCC 255 for 8 after 50 overs AGC CC 86 for 5 after 25 overs
Ford 84 Eldridge 39
Houghton 66 Johnson 4 for 10
Match abandoned (rain). RSCC won on higher run rate.

RSCC vs RM CC at Blandford on 6 June 02
RSCC 209 for 3 after 40 overs RM CC 168 all out after 37
overs
Houghton 109 Crofts 56
Gardner 81 Smith 4 for 28
RSCC won by 41 runs

RSCC vs AMS CC at Blandford on 11 July 02
RSCC 338 for 5 after 50 overs AMS CC 116 all out after 40
overs
Ford 137 Fox 62
Winfield 65 Fox 3 for 22
RSCC won by 222 runs

RSCC vs RLC CC at Blandford on 22 July 02
RLC 143, all out after 43 overs RSCC 144 for 2 after 26 overs
Roberts 57 Houghton 66
Senneck 40 Senneck 4 for 11
RSCC won by 8 wickets

REME CC vs RSCC at Arborfield on 23 July 02
REME CC 129, all out after 39 overs RSCC 132 for 3 after 25
overs
Heardman 45, Senneck 67
Cull 4 for 23 Senneck 3 for 32
RSCC won by 7 wickets

SSgt Smuj Smith, Secretary, RSCC, receives the Famous Grouse
Merit Trophy from Maj Gen Lythe, Director, 

Army Sports Control Board

CRICKET
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Signals. This was followed by an after nets ‘Meet and Greet’
function at the RSA Military Officers Club, allowing the squad to
meet several key personalities in the RSA military and also our
hosts.

On Day 2 we were taken on a tour of Pretoria (The Jacaranda City)
by Lynn Fordred, the General’s PA. Sites visited included the
Union Buildings (Parliament), the RSA equivalent of Sandhurst
and the SAFI (NAAFI). At a local market, LCpl Scott Wallace
decided to purchase a South African pace stick, apparently for
use later in his career. This was followed by a visit to the Menlyn
Mall, the largest shopping mall in the Southern Hemisphere.

Day 3, Wednesday 13 November RSCC played its first match
against Sinoville CC (a local civilian side) at Sinoville. The
temperature was in excess of 36 degrees, and after winning the
toss, Sinoville elected to bat. This proved to be a match-winning
decision as they put on 362 for 5 for their 50 overs. However, Sig
Martin Cull did manage to collect an international scalp, that of
Nester Bosman (the RSA Indoor Capt) for 0. RSCC experienced
a superior bowling attack and were struggling from the off. Having
tried to hold out for as long as possible, we were eventually all out
for 111 after 44 overs. However RSCC did win the after-match
entertainment thanks to Sgt H Glean.

The following day, Thursday 14 November, RSCC travelled to the
Wonderboom Military Base, where we played the RSA Signals for
The Jimmy Cup in a temperature of 42 degrees. RSCC was
captained by LCpl Keith Ford, as WO1 Gardner was still on the
injured list. RSA Signals won the toss and elected to bat. They
scored 275 all out after 49 overs, with LCpl Joe Binder putting in
a fine bowling performance of 3 for 30 off 10 overs and Cpl Lee
Dyson eventually finding out how to use the facilities. Fine batting
performances of 84 from LCpl Keith Ford and 92 from Sig Paul
Atherton eventually led to an RSCC victory after an exciting last
ball finish.

Day 5 of the tour saw the squad visit the Super Sport Cricket
Ground for a second time. This time we were spectators in the
2nd Test Match between South Africa and Sri Lanka. A most
enjoyable day out, and if the opening batsman for Sri Lanka had
been out first ball it would have been better, although the Tour
Manager SSgt Smuj Smith might have been asked to leave the
ground for severe Duck Call abuse!!

On Day 6, Saturday 16 November, RSCC played the Pretoria
Defence CC at the Pretoria Military Sports Club. WOl Paul
Gardner won the toss and put the opposition in to bat. Pretoria
Defence CC scored 173 all off 38 ovens, with LCpl Scott Wallace
taking 4 for 32. RSCC won the match with 4 wickets intact,
thanks to solid batting from Sig Martin Cull and Sig Danny Rees,
both scoring 42.

After an internal flight from Jo’burg to Cape Town, the squad
arrived at our base for Week 2, The City Lodge, on The Victoria
and Albert Waterfront. Table Mountain is very close to Cape Town,
so on Day 8 we all made the climb, albeit by cable car, to the
summit. The view at the top can only be described as amazing.
Afterwards some players carried on walking, led by Maj Chris
Whitehead (who also had a map but didn’t use it), visiting Signal
Hill and of course a nearby beach.

On Day 9, Tuesday 19 November, our fourth match was played
against Claremont CC at Constantine Sport Club. Winning the
toss, RSCC put Claremont CC into bat. After 39 overs, Claremont
were all out for 183. At 96 for 4, things were looking pretty good
for RSCC, but following a serious batting collapse, we were all out
for 108. The squad had the next 2 days off. This was planned to
let the players go off and experience the sights of Cape Town on
their own. Activities included tandem free-fall parachuting (Cpl
Lee Dyson actually did jump), a 1 day safari to a local game park,
haggling at the market, a helicopter tour and sailing.
Arrangements were also made for the squad to watch Western
Province vs Eastern Province in a day/night cricket match from
the Members Pavilion. 

The last cricket match of the tour was played on Friday 22
November against Groote Drakenstein CC (GDCC), at the Groote
Drakenstein Games Club. The ground was set in the countryside
amongst vineyards and against the backdrop of a number of
mountain ranges. In what turned out to be a very social 40 over

RSCC vs RA CC at Blandford on 25 July 02
RSGC 221 all out after 49 overs RA CC 98 all out after 40 overs
Ford 74 Dyson 4 for 25
Cull 59 Pierce 3 for 39
RSCC won by 123 runs.

Matches Cancelled
RSCC vs RE CC (cancelled rain) – result draw
RSCC vs RAC CC (conceded by RAC) – result RSCC win
Infantry vs RSCC (cancelled) – result draw

RSCC BATTING AND BOWLING STATISTICS SUMMER 2002

RSCC Bowling - 2002

Name Overs Runs Maidens Wickets
HUDSON 42 152 7 5
JOHNSON 10 31 1 4
FOX 15 59 1 2
SMITH 6.3 28 0 4
GARDNER 37 143 4 4
BOYNE 8 21 1 2
THUBRON 21 58 6 1
BINDER 22.4 57 5 4
CULL 33.5 67 11 7
DYSON 9.3 25 2 4

RSCC Batting 2002

Name Innings Runs 50 100 Not Out
GARDNER 5 127 1 0 2
WINFIELD 3 78 1 0 0
FORD 5 318 2 1 1
CULL 4 112 1 0 1
HOUGHTON 5 253 2 1 1
FOX 3 94 1 0 0
SULLIVAN 3 53 0 0 1
SENNECK 2 107 1 0 1
ATHERTON 1 5 0 0 0
WHITEHEAD 1 2 0 0 0
BINDER 1 1 0 0 0
DYSON 1 0 0 0 0
CASSWELL 2 6 0 0 1
KELLY 1 15 0 0 0
HUDSON 1 0 0 0 1
BOYNE 1 10 0 0 1
SMITH 1 11 0 0 0
JOHNSON 2 5 0 0 1

ROYAL SIGNALS CRICKET CLUB
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA TOUR 2002

With another successful cricket season behind us, having won
The Famous Grouse Merit Corps Trophy, The Royal Signals
Cricket Club (RSCC) went on tour to the Republic of South Africa
(RSA) from 10 24 November 02. This tour replaced the Australia 
2001 tour, which had to be cancelled. The tour was split into in
two parts, Week 1 in Pretoria and Week 2 in Cape Town. A touring
party of 15, consisting of 14 players and 1 umpire were taken.

Prior to departure, pre-tour nets were held at Blandford Camp,
enabling the squad to catch up on any gossip from one another
and swing a few lamps. It also allowed us to realise that skipper,
WO I Paul Gardner may be losing his sight, claiming he could
not see the ball in the background after getting bowled first ball in
the first nets session. The glasses have been ordered skip,
honest!.

The squad flew out from Heathrow on 10 November 02 arriving in
Johannesburg (Jo’burg) the following day. On arrival we were met
by our host, Lt Col JP Smith, OC RSA School of Signals. After a
short road move from Jo’burg to Centurion (a suburb of Pretoria)
we arrived, very tired and weary, at the Centurion Lake Hotel, the
squad base for Week 1. The hotel had a cricket theme to it, which
included a bar called ‘Stumps’ and a restaurant called ‘Lords’.
The bedrooms were all en-suite and each had a unique cricket
theme, which on closer inspection related to pictures of the local
wildlife (ducks!!) on the walls. After a short rest, the squad enjoyed
a nets session at the Super Sports Cricket Ground indoor cricket
school (Test Match ground). This had been arranged by the RSA
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match, RSCC were told that the visiting side always bats first, so
we did. Yet another good innings from Sig Paul Atherton (89 not
out) saw RSCC reach 185 for 4 off 40 overs. After a light salad
snack, GDCC could only make 130 for 8 off their 40 overs. The
main damage was caused by LCpl Scott Wallace taking 3 for 5
off 4 overs. After the match, Cpl Karl Casswell announced that
he was retiring from Corps Cricket. A big TFC to you and also a
thank you for all of the hard work put in over the years.

On the day before leaving, the squad spent the day relaxing and
souvenir hunting. In the evening, the end of tour dinner was held
at the exquisite seafood restaurant Baia.

Then, on 24 November the squad departed Cape Town and flew
via Jo’burg to London Heathrow, where we arrived safe and well
15 hrs later.

This was a well balanced tour, which allowed the squad to 
experience cricket played in a completely different environment.
The standard of opposition was varied and in some cases a lot

higher than ours, which will be of benefit to us all and we should
learn from it. We were able to see the more focussed attitude of
the RSA in Pretoria whilst the more relaxed and tourist attitude
was found in Cape Town. With that said, wherever we played and
regardless of our opposition, we were welcomed with open arms
and hosted very well, both on and off the pitch. At the end of the
day, from this there is only one winner, and that is cricket.

The tour was planned with cricket in mind, not just on the pitch
but off the pitch as well. The success of the tour though was not
just down to the admin and planning. The players also played a
key role, both on and off the pitch. By adopting the right attitude
throughout the tour, all players contributed to its success making
it a pleasure to be part of and organise. Without doubt, the efforts
of the RSA Military and in particular the efforts of Lt Col J P
Smith and WO1 E F Kahn made the tour work, and we thank
them. RSCC would also like to thank the following sponsors: The
Army Sports Lottery, The Royal Signals Games Club,
dataworkforce and Meggitt Defence Systems Ltd. 

- by Maj Tarquin Shipley
Whilst most people were recovering from the excesses of
Christmas, four RSigs members of the AMA were heading for the
frozen wastelands of the Scottish Highlands to attend the
Association’s New Year Meet. Maj Tarquin Shipley (RSS), Capt
Paul Randell (4 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn), Capt Cath Stephens
(280 Sig Sqn) and Lt Katie Hanniford (21 Sig Regt (AS)) were all
looking for some good climbing and traditional Scottish hospitality
during the week. The Meet, organised by Sgt John Belsham,
17CTT, was based in the well known Norwegian Lodge, at the
base of the Cairngorms, and was well attended by thirty AMA
members of all Arms and Services (Regular and TA).

Capt Cath Stephens was introduced to Scottish winter climbing
from fair weather alpine climbing. This involved her climbing some
nice routes (she did keep asking for harder climbing). After the
first day’s climbing, she borrowed a decent sized rucksack before
departing to the shops to get ‘some decent gloves’. Whilst Capt
Paul Randell’s self preservation skills were in good order, he kept
finding the easy climbing and spent a lot of time mumbling under
his breath about micronavigation and quality mountain days for 
his JSMEL(W) assessment (good luck mate!). Lt Katie Hanniford

ARMY MOUNTAINEERING ASSOCIATION NEW YEAR MEET

did some sterling trail breaking through thigh deep snow, whilst
the rest of us (older and wiser) stumbled behind her muttering
about ‘ladies first’ and ‘beauty before age’. For me, the 1hr+ walk
into the cliffs seemed to get longer every day and my bag seemed
to get heavier. After much ribbing (constantly being called ‘Retro
Man’) I might even spend some money on some new climbing
equipment! I am already looking forward to next year’s meet.

If you are interested in finding out more about the Army
Mountaineering Association then check out www.theama.org.uk.

Capt Cath Stephens enjoying Ewan Buttress Grade III

Maj Tarquin Shipley just glad to be out of the classroom 
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Under 25 team (5 of the 6 team members were female).

Senior Men (Long): Williams/Hanby/Ranson/Emmerson/Keane
- 8th
Despite coming 8th in what is an extremely strong category, the
team did well to stay in touch and there were some encouraging
performances from the younger members. Both WO1 (RSM) Jed
Keane and LCpl (now Cpl) Jamie Ransom were selected for the
Army Development team.

Ladies: Raynor/Matheson/Rouse/Walker - 2nd
The remaining news is one of unexpected success. The Ladies’
team proved that they are a match for the leading team by coming
from 4th place overnight to 2nd overall with an excellent day
performance. Maj Mel Rayner and SSgt Paula Matheson were
selected for the Army team.

Senior Men (Short): Crosby/Pope/Holcombe/Ebanks - 1st
The Senior Men’s team set the pace from the start, led overnight
and extended their lead in the day event to win the inaugural Inter-
Corps Short Course event.

U25’s: Fortune/Thorton/Connerlly/Robson/Price/Cross - 2nd
The Under 25’s were also a great success, when you consider 5
of the 6 members were female, competing against all-male
opposition. The REME were hot favorites and did not disappoint.
Sandhurst were the only other team to beat a strong R Sigs team,
many of whom may well make the senior teams next year.

Army Individual Success. Individually both W01(RSM) Jed
Keane (M35) and W02 Lou Walker (W35) came second in the
respective classes, Lou Walker for the 2nd year in succession.

French Training Camp 03. The Corps squad is planning a
training camp based on the French 5-day event in July 03.

R O YAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB

ROYAL SIGNALS YACHT CLUB (OFFSHORE SECTION)

AWARD OF CLUB TROPHIES & CORPS COLOURS

The following awards and trophies were presented by the Admiral
of the R Sigs YC, Brig Cedric Burton OBE ADC, at the AGM in
November:

CLUB TROPHIES

The Admiral’s Bowl is awarded to the serving member under the
age 25 who, in the opinion of the Central Committee, is the most
promising young offshore, day boat, or dinghy racing helmsman
or windsurfer. In 2002 it was awarded to Sig Adam Palmer of 3
(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt. He has emerged as the most promising
newcomer to Corps Windsurfing in 2002. He is highly motivated
and keen to build on experience gained prior to enlisting. He has
raced longboard in the novice fleet and won the Army Novice
Championships at Portland in July 02 in strong wind conditions.
He has competed in Inter-Corps events, as both novice and team
member, with creditable results and is busy equipping himself to
transport his equipment to meetings. Sig Palmer’s previous
experience in sailing short slalom boards is of particular
significance now that Course Race boards have become short
and wide.

The Bolitho Prize is awarded to the member making the greatest
contribution during the year to further object of the Club, i.e. to
encourage sailing among all ranks of the Corps. In 2002 it was
awarded to WO1 (YofS) Taff Owens who has been the driving
force behind dinghy sailing in the Corps for the last few years. He
has worked tirelessly, despite his considerable Regtl

responsibilities, to develop the Corps Dinghy Sailing Centre at 14
Sig Regt (EW). Having accepted the post of Training Secretary for
the Dinghy and Day boats Committee, he has proved an able and
often inspired trainer and training event organiser. For the last two
years he has been the driving force behind EX MERCURY SAIL,
taking upon himself not only the administrative, co-ordinating and
organising functions, but also as a qualified RYA Senior Instructor,
the training and teaching responsibilities. He has been at the heart
of efforts to introduce junior ranks to Dinghy sailing, often
approaching units direct to acquire volunteer students for the
courses. In this regard, he has been directly responsible for the
successful qualification of 30 new dinghy sailors over the last two
years. Alongside this personal contribution, he has been the
catalyst for the involvement of other Corps sailors and a growing
number of enthusiasts in the developing class of asymmetric
sailing dinghies. He has led and encouraged teams to enter the
Corps Regatta at Seaview, the Army Sailing Association Individual
Dinghy Championships, the Welsh Nationals and the Southport
24-Hour sailing race. He epitomises the spirit of enthusiasm,
commitment, fun and determination that is an inspiration to many
younger sailors. 

The Meiktila Cup is awarded to the member with the best racing
record for the year. This may apply to offshore, day boat, dinghy
racing or windsurfing at the discretion of the Central Committee.
In 2002 it was awarded to Sgt Martin Kendall, who for a number
of years has taken part in the Corps entry to the Army Sailing
Association Regatta, with limited success. This year, entering the
Victoria Class, and skippering the boat himself, Sgt Kendall
competed in 8 races against some serious competition, including
the Army Team helmsman. Conditions were varied and all

ROYAL SIGNALS CORPS ORIENTEERING

After many years in the chair, Maj Nick Bateson has handed over
the reigns of Secretary and Team Manager to Maj Terry Crosby.
His first move was immediately to realign the annual Corps 
Championships to take place a few weeks before the Inter-Corps
Championships to ensure a good picking ground for teams. The
following is a summary of those results:

ROYAL SIGNALS CHAMPIONSHIPS 2002 (6/7 Nov)

This annual 2-day event was based on Blandford and despite
operations, attracted the biggest attendance for many years.
Individually, Capt John Williams broke the 10 year dominance of
Bateson and Sharpe and whilst Maj Mel Raynor continued her
reign as the leading lady, there are good signs of talent
developing.

The category results are:

Major Units 11 Sig Regt/RSS Runner Up 14 Sig Regt
Minor Units 251 Sig Sqn Runner Up Joint Sp Unit Corsham
Ladies 14 Sig Regt Runner Up 11 Sig Regt/RSS
TA 40 Sig Regt Runner Up 35 Sig Regt

Men’s Open Capt Williams 216 Sig Sqn
M35 WO1 (RSM) Keane 40 (Ulster) Sig Regt (V)
M40 Capt Craig 2 Sig Regt
M45+ Maj Crosby Joint Sp Unit (Corsham)
U25 LCpl Price 35 Sig Regt (V)

Ladies’ Open Maj Rayner RSS
U25 Sig Berry 21 Sig Regt

INTER-CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Corps fielded a record 4 teams in this years championships: a
Senior Men’s, Senior Men’s Short course, a Ladies’ team and an
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weathers were encountered, from flat calm to Force 6, where Sgt
Kendall came into his own. The results of the series were close
but a bold tactical decision in the overnight race, where he
decided to go North of the IOW contrary to the rest of the fleet,
allowed Sgt Kendall to claim first prize for the whole series.

The Dick Good Trophy is awarded to the member who has
engendered within the Corps sailing community, those attributes
epitomised by the late Dick Good.  These include a sense of
adventure, enjoyment and involvement and mix of all ranks, in
order to encourage new sailors and hence promote the welfare
and spirit of the Club.

In 2002 it was awarded to Lt Col Andy Bristow. He skippered the
18 berth, 72 foot yacht John Laing throughout most of the 20,000
mile expedition from Portsmouth the Antarctica and return. The
aim was to explore the Danco Coast by ski and sail in order to
record historical, wildlife and geographical information. This
involved crossing some of the world’s roughest and most remote
oceans in order to deploy a land party to explore the glaciers and
mountains of part of the Antarctic Peninsular. The expedition
involved 70 all ranks from a number of different cap badges, but
predominantly R Sigs.

The Shaw Cup is awarded to the member most actively
encouraging, by participation, organisation or training, the sport of
dinghy racing within the Corps. In 2002 it was awarded to Cpl Stu
Southan who is one of the Corps’ leading racing dinghy helms.
He has specialised in asymmetric dinghies, particularly the
RS200. He has made a major contribution to Corps dinghy sailing
over the last year and led the Corps team in the Inter-Corps
Dinghy Team Racing Championships. He was the lead instructor
for the advanced sailing course during the Corps sailing week (EX
MERCURY SAIL) where he instructed both the spinnaker and
performance sailing standards. He completed in the Corps
Seaview Regatta, winning the Robinson Salver for best junior rank
helm and the Inter-Unit Team Trophy for 11 Sig Regt. He was one
of the helms in the Corps wining team at the Triangular Regatta
and competed at the ASA Seaview Regatta. Cpl Southan has
been closely involved in developing training strategies to develop
asymmetric sailing skills amongst the Corp’s sailors and when
these are put in place in 2003, he will feature as one of the key
instructors.

The Ship’s Bell is awarded to the member making the most
significant contribution to administration of offshore sailing in the
club. In 2002 it was awarded to Maj (now Lt Col) Richard
Quinlan, who has subsequently taken over as Rear Commodore
(Offshore) from Lt Col Adam Ewell.

The Admiral’s Pennant is awarded to the unit that has
contributed the most to Corps sailing throughout the season. This
will be awarded at the SOinC(A)’s conference.

OFFSHORE SECTION SAIL TRAINING WEEK (GERMANY)

The Mermaid Cup is awarded annually to the winning yacht’s
crew of the longest leg of the Baltic Offshore Regatta, organised
by the RSYC in Germany. In 2002 it was the yacht Petrel, crewed
by ACCAP Bn, skippered by Lt Col Keith Whitehead.

The Dickinson Telescope is awarded annually to the winning
skipper of the Baltic Offshore Regatta, organised by the RSYC in
Germany. In 2002 it was the yacht Petrel, crewed by ACCAP Bn,
skippered by Lt Col Keith Whitehead

The Cannon Cito is awarded annually to the second yacht’s crew
overall of the Baltic Offshore Regatta organised by the RSYC in
Germany. In 2002 it was the yacht crewed by 38 Sig Regt (V).

The Homeward Bound Trophy was won by the yacht Widgeon,
crewed by 30 Sig Regt, skippered by Sgt Windy Gale.

The Don Shaw Trophy is awarded as the Spirit of the Event
Award and was won by the yacht Skua, crewed by 7 Sig Regt.

SEAVIEW REGATTA

The Robinson Salver is awarded annually to the Winning Soldier
Helmsman at the Royal Signals Regatta, Seaview or elsewhere at
the discretion of the Central Committee. In 2002 it was awarded
to Cpl Stu Southan.

CORPS COLOURS

In 2002 the Club nominated 3 members for Corps Colours, Cpl
Nick Scullion, Sgt Windy Gale and Lt Col Andy Bristow. Cpl
Scullion has represented the Corps and Army at every level
throughout the year. He competed in the Corps Dinghy Regatta,
coming third in the Advanced Class. He crewed in the Corps
Seaview Regatta. He crewed in the Glover Cup in the winning
Corps team and was a member of the winning Corps boat in the
ASA Regatta. He represented the Corps in the Gold Cup and was
a member of the Army Team in the Conningham Cup Inter-Service
Team Racing. In the J24 class, Cpl Scullion has competed in two
regattas on board Hitchhiker finishing second in the Southern
Areas and first in the Autumn Cup. Additionally he was a member
of the Army Team at the Dinghy Inter-Services at Farmoor. Sgt
Windy Gale and Lt Col Andy Bristow both represented the
Corps throughout the year in the Offshore sailing section. Sgt
Gale has become the backbone of the Club in the UK, working up
to take over from Sgt Martin Kendall when he leaves the Army in
2003. Additionally he took an important part in the British Army’s
Antarctic Expedition. Lt Col Andy Bristow led this from 9 Aug
2001 to 16 May 2002. He skippered the 72-foot ketch John Laing
for 6 of the 7 legs and Sgt Gale was Mate for the first and most
critically the fourth leg to the Danco Coast on the Antarctic Coast.
These two sailors went across some of the roughest oceans in the
World and certainly needed courage and cool heads, setting a fine
example to other members of the crew. The Corps also provided
the entire crew for the first two legs to Rio de Janeiro and five of
the crew on the leg to Antarctica - a unique experience for all
involved (see previous WIRE articles).

OFFSHORE SAILING TRAINING 2003

Offshore sailing continues to prosper with many events planned
for 2003.  Listed below are some of the key events that are
currently planned. For further information, visit
http://www.rsignalsyc.info.  Through the website you can register
your name, qualifications and email address and details of future
events will be emailed direct to you.

UK SAIL TRAINING WEEK 25 – 30 APRIL 03

This expedition has been combined with the Tp Comds sail
training course.  There is availability for skippers to use three
Victoria 34 yachts provided by JSASTC.  The minimum crew
qualifications per yacht are one Day Skipper and one Coastal
Skipper, the remaining five crew can be unqualified.  Interested
Skippers should contact Capt Charles Roberts on 94371 2260 or
civil email charles.roberts@orange.net (preferred method).

EXERCISE ST PETERSBURG 300 28 APRIL – 01 JULY 03

As the name implies this is an expedition to St Petersburg,
Russian Federation, and is broken into four legs of approximately
two weeks each.  The expedition will use a Challenge 67 yacht
provided by JSASTC.  Further information can be found either at
http://www.rsignalsyc.info or http://www.st-petersburg300.info.
Interested persons should contact Capt Charles Roberts on
94371 2260 or civil email charles.roberts@orange.net (preferred
method).

EXERCISE MERCURIAL DIAMOND/DRAGON 12 – 22 JULY 03

This is a Sail Training Week to introduce novices to sailing,
conducted in Denmark.  The exercise uses yachts provided by the
British Kiel Yacht Club. Up to eight yachts have been provided for
the event, each crewed by a maximum of six personnel.  The
minimum qualifications requirement is one Coastal Skipper and
one Competent Crew per yacht.  Interested persons should
contact Maj R Appleton, Tel 01952 672880 or Mil 94480 2880.

TALL SHIPS 2003 04 JULY – 07 SEPTEMBER 03

A massive event with great sailing and even better parties.  This
year the race will be visiting Poland, Finland, Latvia and Germany
as well as deliveries to and from UK.  More information can be
found at http://www.rsignalsyc.info.  Interested persons should
contact Capt Charles Roberts on 94371 2260 or civil email
charles.roberts@orange.net (preferred method).



THE WIRE, APRIL 2003196

Association Office, RHQ Royal Signals, Blandford Camp, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 8RH. Telephone: Military System (9) 4371
2090 or 01258 48 2090. Welfare Secretary Telephone: Military System (9) 4371 2089 or 01258 48 2089.

The Association communicates with its Branches and individual members through the pages of The WIRE, which contains accounts of
Branch affairs as well as a forecast of Association events.

Branch Secretaries are asked to check that their Branch Members receive sufficient copies of The WIRE. Association HQ can arrange for
copies to be delivered in bulk to Branch Secretaries for further distribution if this is convenient: it helps us to save on postage.

Dates of Branch events can always be published in The WIRE and should be submitted to the Editor. We also welcome letters, requests to
contact old comrades and announcements of births, marriages and deaths. We hope that each Branch will contribute a short account of its
activities, preferably with photographs, at least once a year.

General Secretary and Treasurer: Col A F Carter MBE
Welfare Secretary: Mrs J Cornick

Assistant General Secretary: Lt Col C Conlan
Membership: Mr P J Cuckow

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal

President: The Master of Signals

Chairman: MajGen A H Boyle CB

Vice Chairman: Brig N F Wood Area1; Brig W H Backhouse Area 2; Brig S G M Gordon Area 3; Brig K H Olds Area 4;
Brig P J Evans CBE Area 5; Lt Col J G Billingham Wales; Maj R Sampson CBE Scotland; Lt Col C N Lightfoot N Ireland

TTTTHHHHEEEE  RRRROOOOYYYYAAAALLLL  SSSSIIIIGGGGNNNNAAAALLLLSSSS  AAAASSSSSSSSOOOOCCCCIIIIAAAATTTTIIIIOOOONNNN

NOTES FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETA RY�S DESK

Branch News  Jim Neil has succeeded Dennis Wilson as
Secretary of the Hartlepool Branch. Jim can be contacted on
0191-5182445. Our grateful thanks goes to Dennis for his 8 years
in office, and it is good to see that he is staying on as Treasurer. 

Association Website The RSA’s Internet website received 793
‘hits’ (or visits) during November and 975 during December 02.
The ‘join page’, which can be used to apply for Life Membership,
received 109 hits in November and 149 in December. 109 visits
were made to the ‘Last Post’ page in November and 216 in
December.

E-mail Life Members of the Assn with an e-mail address are
invited to send it to Assn HQ so that we can update our records.
The e-mail address is:- rsa@rsignals.net MajGen Tony Boyle
CB, Chairman of the RSA, has written a paper  ‘RSA – A plan for
Change’, which will be discussed at the AGM. The Paper foresees
the time when most of our members will receive information about
the Corps and Assn by electronic means. Please note that
rsa@rsignals.net is for the Membership Secretary about RSA
matters only. All other matters should go to rhq@rsignals.net
which is in the Central Registry (Orderly Room for the old and
bold).

Annual Reunion If you wish to attend the Reunion at Blandford
over the weekend 28/29 June 03 and have not yet applied for, or
received instructions, please contact RSA HQ.

Corps Carol Service A date for your diary - this year’s Corps
Carol Service will be held at St Stephen with John Church,
Westminster on Monday 15 December.

New Members A warm welcome is extended to the following
recently enrolled Life Members:

Rank & Name Branch Service

LCpl Pat Bamford Dorset 1978-88
SSgt Anne McKenzie-Hughes Edinburgh 1972-96
Maj Brian Shankland Edinburgh 1989-date

Sig Stephen Debnam 1990-00
LCpl Steven Cottee 1979-86
Cpl Pete Waite Reading 1959-63
LCpl Si Knight 1996-02
Fof S Eric Leaper Aldershot 1940-45
LCpl David Springham Aldershot 1947-49
Sgt Kenneth Wood Aldershot 1944-55
Maj Eric Mervyn-Smith Aldershot 1934-55
Maj Mike Rowbory Aldershot 1965-85
Lt Col David Mullineaux Aldershot 1958-85
Sgt Jim McPhail Colchester 1950-64
LCpl Andrew Ford Edinburgh 1963-69
LCpl Alistair Smith Edinburgh 1963-66
WO1 John McGrath Edinburgh 1955-83
WO2 Sean Sutton 1972-01
Sgt David Walker 1967-89
Lt Col Chris Spencer 1966-02
Sgt Colin Weir 1973-95
Sig Clive Spiller 1990-95
Sig Mark Pearce 1987-95
Sgt Barrie Hind West London 1941-46
Sig Bill Fowler West London 1950-52
Cpl George Gray AFSR Assn 1947-49
Sig Glyn Rogers AFSR Assn 1957-59
Cpl Tony Oakes 1987-95
Sig Bill Pearson AFSR Assn 1958-64
Sgt Christopher Endean Aldershot 1963-78
WO2 Robert Dunseith 1980-02
Sig Stephen Alexander 1983-91
Sgt Paul Morris 1946-49
Cpl Michael Preston 1986-99
SSgt Steve Milne 1987-date
LCpl Garry Avery 1991-95
Sig Roy Cains AFSR Assn 1945-48
Sig Digger Arculus AFSR Assn 1945-48
Sgt Peter Farmer 1952-55

UK AUTUMN SAIL TRAINING WEEK 13 – 20 OCTOBER 03
Six Victoria 34s have been booked through JSASTC, with the aim
of conducting Competent Crew, for complete beginners and Day
Skipper courses.  Interested persons should contact Capt
Charles Roberts on 94371 2260 or civil email
charles.roberts@orange.net (preferred method).

These are just some of the events being organised by Royal
Signals personnel in 2003.  There are many other expeditions and
courses available, details of these can either be found at
http://rsignalsyc.info or at the Joint Service Adventurous Sail
Training Centre website http://www.jsastc.org.
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Sig Bill Miller 1939-46
LCpl Derek Suter Rotherham 1958-67
Sgt Douglas Godley Rotherham 1940-48
Cpl Gerald Gillott Rotherham 1965-80
Sig Ian Stewart N Ireland 1974-78
Sgt Iain Bannigan 1974-96
WO1 Ray Neal 1980-02
WO2 Conrad Mackenzie 1974-02
Sig Frank Buttifant RH Chelsea 1940-46
Capt Keith Austin Guernsey 1960-77
LCpl Stephen Berry 1988-96
LCpl Ian Newson 1952-55
Sgt Ken Bertram 1966-80
Sig John Allan 1990-96
LCpl Douglas Seawright 1989-96
Sgt Paul Archibald 1974-96
LCpl Ray Donno AFSR Assn 1952-54
Lt Col Ian MacDonald Aldershot 1946-77
Cpl Bert Steddy AFSR Assn 1943-47
Cpl Sarah Howard 1991-01
Sgt R W Rowlands 1980-89
SSgt Rick Cooper 1972-95
Sig Stephen Docherty 1991-96
Sig Ian Cheeseman 1971-76
Sig James Clifford 1992-96
SSgt Bob Buckingham 1978-02
WO2 Kev Shelmerdine 1979-02
Cpl Chris McLaughlin 1988-00
WO2 Archie Hambling Edinburgh 1964-86
Cpl Andrew Brash Edinburgh 1976-86
Sig Thomas Craig 1990-94
LCpl George Watson 1983-90
Sig Phil Marshall 1960-69
SSgt Danny Daniel 1972-94
WO1 Steve Mitchell 1977-00
Sig Chris Burke 1990-96
Sig John Gargan 1991-96
Sig Steven Gilbert 1989-96
Sig Andy Godfrey 1987-96
Cpl K M Cotton 1980-89
Cpl David Bell 1987-96
Cpl Paul Dowd 1988-96
LCpl Darren Evans 1986-96
Sig Julian Hinds 1991-96
Sig William Smurthwaite 1988-97
Lt Victoria Wedgwood-Jones Leeds 2000-date
Cpl Paul Stewart 1984-95
Sig Terry Hall 1986-95
Sig Peter Calderwood 1956-62
Cpl David Haworth 1982-96
Cpl Cass Britton 1976-96
SSgt Dave Churchward 1982-date
LCpl Dave Hunter 1991-03
Sig David Rowlings 1969-77
Cpl Jimmy Newark 1978-93
Sgt John Wood 254 OBA/AOHA 1948-63
Sgt Alistair Thomson 1971-85
LCpl Benson Fairclough Preston/Blackburn 1947-49
LCpl David Mercer AFSR Assn 1943-47
Sig Daniel Scull 1991-02
Sgt Jim Hutchinson 1958-66
Sig Jim McGregor Glasgow 1954-56
Sig Tom Mullis East London 1957-60
LCpl RJ Gilchrist Edinburgh 1977-84
Sgt Ian Green Edinburgh 1942-47
Maj John Pearson Derby 1999-date
Cpl David Sykes Berwick 1956-68
Lt John Izat Berwick 1951-57
Sig Derrick Jones 1990-96
SSgt Colin Horner 1974-96

ALDERSHOT BRANCH

Chairman Brig N Moss
Secretary Mrs J Knight

Shortly before Christmas we lunched at St Omer Barracks, a meal

immaculately served by students who were just completing their
course in mess management. This was a great way to introduce
the festive season, an occasion on which we were joined by
serving members of the local Sqns. Their presence was organised
by RSM Kev Smith, who is on our Branch Committee. The food
was excellent and the presentation impeccable. The young men
and girls, bar-tenders, waiters and wine waiters for the day, did a
fine job, and they and the cooks are to be congratulated. They
should make a great contribution to the units they have joined.

Our February gathering was one to be remembered. We were the
guests of Buller Barracks WOs & Sgts Mess where Kev Smith
hosted a Games Night attended by Maj Matt Fensom
commanding 261 Squadron and WOs and Sgts of other Sqns in
the area. Of note on this occasion was an informative talk by Maj
(Ret’d) Bernard Redshaw, Editor of The WIRE, who was visiting
the Branch and was the house guest of our Chairman, Brig Noel
Moss and Edelgard. An excellent curry supper was served in the
interval, before and after which, serving and retired Corps were
locked in conflict as they knocked spots off each other with nail
bashing, tower building and such innocuous and less energetic
manoeuvres as darts. It can be said that the retired Corps
managed to hold their own. The victors were rewarded with
champagne. It was a great ‘fun evening’ and we hope they will
invite us again.

CARDIFF BRANCH

Chairman Mr Eric E Powell
Secretary Mr W (Billy) Davies

Winter hibernation is strictly for the animals as far as the Cardiff
Branch is concerned. October saw a coachload of members pay
a most enjoyable visit to the Army Museum at Chelsea. Then in
November, following the Planting of Crosses in St John’s
Churchyard in the morning, twenty or more members were
present at the Wales Festival of Remembrance, now held annually
in St. David’s Hall. As usual, the party enjoyed poll position,
seating-wise, and no surprise, since our Secretary, Billy Davies, is
also a principal officer of the local Royal British Legion!

The (short) monthly meeting in November was chosen as the
Annual Draw night. This is a very enjoyable evening and, with
Christmas not far off, the consumption of mince pies did much to
enhance the occasion. As our Entertainments Officer, Carol
Richards, dispenses tickets for the draw throughout the year it is
no wonder that the prizes are of firstclass quality.

Members and guests filled the seats at our (somewhat curtailed)
December meeting to enjoy the superb post-meeting buffet 
provided by the BBC Social Club Chef. This having been
consumed, we were handsomely entertained to a fascinating
musical programme given by the Cardiff Amateur Flute Ensemble
and Friends. Our own Treasurer, Daphne Powell, was the
Accompanist.

After all this activity, members were rested during January to allow
a leisurely AGM to be convened. No surprises here, however, as
the officers were elected en bloc with the exception of Ron

MajGen Tony Boyle CB and Eric Powell
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Griffiths, elected to the Vice Presidency post vacated due to the
death of Ken Bladen.

Of course no winter programme is complete until the Annual
Dinner has taken place. Once again this year’s venue was the
United Services Mess, and our principal guest was the Chairman
of the RSA, MajGen Tony Boyle CB, who was accompanied by
his wife, Ann.

In his own inimitable style, Tony responded to the Toast, ‘The
Royal Corps’, and was presented by the President, Jimmy Lister,
with a miniature miner’s lamp as a memento of the evening.

In spite of a most hairy journey back home over the snowcovered
Brecon Beacons, we were happily thankful to learn that our
principal guest and his wife made a safe landfall at I a.m. Not only
that, but they had thoroughly enjoyed themselves!

EAST KENT BRANCH

Chairman Mrs J Barrett
Secretary MajGen JMW Badcock CB MBE DL

The Branch opened its New Year’s social calendar by holding its
AGM on 12 January at the Marine Hotel, Tankerton. 57 members
attended.

We also had the pleasure of entertaining two very welcome guests
in the persons of Maj (Retd) Bernard Redshaw, of Kiwi origin
and the new Editor of The Wire, and Mr Chris Deadman, who
came from Eastbourne in his capacity as South East Area
Representative of the Association.

John Ballantyne opened the meeting as the outgoing Chairman,
went through the formalities and after Mr Ted Drake had
presented his masterly Treasurer’s Report, he then gave his
Annual Report listing the many functions which the Committee
had organised through the year and said many nice things about
Committee Members who had given him assistance during his
two year reign as Chairman. He then stood down to tumultuous
applause in appreciation of his outstanding term. The election and
re-election of the Committee saw Mrs Jo Barrett take the Chair
and Mr Brian Calladine, the Branch Standard Bearer, become a
member.

Maj (Retd) Bernard Redshaw entertained us by telling us of his
plans and aspirations for future editions of the Corps magazine.
Clearly his ideas are of the ‘new broom’ variety and we look
forward to his next edition.

Good food and conversation followed, during which Mrs Marion
de Rose held a raffle, extracting some £78 from the pockets of
the unwary in the way of profit. Chris Deadman was entertained
at table by Donald Crisp, who enlightened him on how smoothly
a well run Branch manages to provide a function for members
EVERY MONTH, and by Roger Stone on his other side, who
illustrated how best to devour soup whilst not immersing one’s
beard in the bowl.

It is with deepest regret and sadness that we have to report the
death of Mr Jim Hehir who passed away on 13 December having
battled against leukemia for some time. Several members joined
his widow, Shirley, and many family mourners at his cremation.

Elizabeth Woodrow is now fully mobile again after knee surgery
and Roy Andrews anxiously awaits final clearance after
chemotherapy. Maj Chas Hughes is still venting his frustration at
the NHS and Maidstone Hospital for not calling him forward for
treatment and Mrs Marie Crisp awaits with apprehension her first
attendance at February’s Committee Meeting as a Co-opted
Member.

EXMOUTH BRANCH

Chairman Mr J Goodman
Secretary Mrs O Irving

On 18 February 2003 the Exmouth Branch Standard was
dedicated in the presence of The Master of Signals, MajGen Ian
Sprackling OBE. The service of dedication was led by Rev Robin
Laird, retired Army Chaplain and Hon Chaplain to Her Majesty
the Queen.

The Standard Dedication Ceremony

The Standard Bearer was Miss Sally Reggler, and Mr Frank
Goodman, Standard Bearer for Torbay Branch supported her.
Escorts to the Standard were Mr John Goodman, Chairman of
Exmouth Branch and Mr Bob Coole.

The service of dedication was well supported by the Branch
members. It was a moving ceremony, but one which was enjoyed
by all those present.

Following the dedication ceremony the Exmouth Branch held its
2nd AGM. The election of Branch Officers took place and the
Committee is as follows:

Mr John Goodman Chairman
Mr William (Bill) Irving Treasurer
Mrs Olive Irving Honorary Secretary
Miss Sally Reggler Standard Bearer.

GLASGOW BRANCH 

Chairman Mr J M Keegan
Secretary Miss I Muir

Things have not been normal lately, due to the fire fighters dispute
affecting the usual Branch monthly meetings at Jardine Street.
The Christmas draw was held on l0 December 2002, not the usual
Branch meeting night. The letter informing the members of the
meeting, sent out in November, gave the date but, with the matter
in flux with the fire fighters strikes, it was not possible to
determine if the meeting was on or off, so the attendance was
therefore down. Some members not present thought it would be
the normal monthly date, and missed the event. The buffet was
provided by Mrs Cathie Keegan the Branch Chairman’s wife and
Mrs Annice McWaters the Branch Treasurers wife.

The Burns Supper held on 18 January 2003 was arranged by the
Branch Committee, with Bill McNamara, acting as compere, and
Bill Taylor attending to the cooks, liquor supplies and crockery
etc. 86 members, guests, family and friends attended, including
the Branch President, LtCol Alastair Petrie CStJ TD JP and Mrs
Norah Petrie. The programme/menu was printed in booklet form,
with a colourful frontispiece and the words of songs written by the
Bard on the inside pages. There was a choice of menu of haggis,
or steak pie for those who weren’t keen on haggis. The
refreshments included whisky, red and white wine, and soft
drinks.

The excellent meal was prepared by Chefs, Cpl John Hutton and
ex-Cpl Jimmy Malley of 221 Tpt Unit, Pohnadie, Glasgow.
Angela Kennedy, Norma McWaters, Eric McWaters Jnr and
Jim Cook, all members of the McWaters Clan (Eric McWaters
Snr is Branch Treasurer), acted as waiters/waitresses. After a
welcome, the grace was said by Branch President, Col Petrie.
The haggis was piped in on a silver platter, accompanied by a
traditional Scots air played on the pipes by Pipe Major Bill
Cleezy and ex-Cpl Piper Joe Westwater, to hand clapping in
time to the music by the assembled company. The Pipers then
accepted the usual tot of whisky in a quaich, from Col Petrie
before piping the haggis out of the room. They also performed
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NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH

Chairman Mr J Brown
Secretary S/Sgt (YofS) I Wolfe

Christmas 2002 saw the Welfare Member once again with his
various helpers taking gifts to our incapacitated Members and
widows. Those visited have said they appreciate the visit even
more than the gift. John not only organises this at Christmas, but
is very active throughout the year keeping in touch with Members
who are ill or in hospital. His work is much appreciated.

Our December meeting was a short one followed by a social
evening and a quiz devised by Hon Sec, Ian Wolfe, who certainly
put our brains to the test.

The January meeting was also a short one. The speaker for the
evening was Councillor Frazer Agnew MLA, an eminent local
historian, who gave a most interesting illustrated talk on The
Somme. Such was the interest that Members have asked if he
would return in the future to give a further talk.

Next meeting will be our AGM on 19 February. Our Annual formal
dinner will be on Good Friday 18 April.

Best wishes go from the Branch to our Branch President, Maj
(Retd) Bill Douglas, who was in hospital but is now recuperating
at home.

A welcome awaits any serving or ex-Signaller at Clonaver Camp,
Belfast on the third Wednesday of each month.

MANCHESTER BRANCH

Chairman Mr RPM Taylor
Secretary Mr H Ferguson

In October Terry Heildren and Joe Jennings attended the
Herforder reunion in Dunoon, Scotland for 4 days and naturally

some airs on the pipes later in the programme. As the person
nominated to address the haggis did not appear, it fell to the
compere for the evening, Bill McNamara, to take on the task, and
he handled it with great gusto, (having first to retrieve a knife from
the kitchen) to cut into the Chieftain o’ the Puddin’ Race.

Guest Peter McGuire rendered the Immortal Memory to the Bard,
while the verses of Tam O’ Shanter were performed in excellent
style by Drew Dickson. Miller Frondigoun gave the Toast tae the
Lasses. Later Miller with his guitar entertained with songs and
community singing. The response to the Toast tae the Lassies,
was given by Wendy McNab, wife of John McNab, one of the
Branch stalwarts. Wendy was in fine form, while John (all six feet
plus of him) was sliding down in his chair. The members and
guests showed their appreciation of her speech with very loud
applause.

Bill McNamara filled in a spot with a rendition of O Willie Brew’d
a peck of Malt, with all the actions of a man who is drunk, an
excellent acting performance during the verse. As no one
volunteered to fill another spot, this scribe, whilst still sober, read
a version of an item penned by Roy Little of Glasgow, called The
Call Centre. This was a theme on the aggro many of us have
suffered, when we have to phone a company and have to listen to
the spiel, before we get a real person to answer our queries, (i.e.
Press Button 1, Press Button 2 etc) Drew Dickson reappeared to 
give a superb rendition of Holy Willie’s Prayer, dressed for the
occasion in a night gown, night cap with a lighted candle in a
candle holder. Not easy to remember every word of a fairly long
item by heart, whilst prancing up and down among the audience.
This was received with thunderous applause from all present.
Peter McGuire was persuaded to give his version of a drunk
driver, which he wrote himself in the style of Burns, entitled Tam
the Banter. It was very amusing and well received and applauded
by the company

An appreciation of the evening was given by Col Petrie, who
asked those present to applaud the fine efforts of the chefs who
prepared the meal, and those members of the McWaters Clan,
whose service as waiters and waitresses was excellent. They were
lined up to receive the deserved applause, from the Branch
members and the guests. As a memento of the evening, and a
thank you for their efforts, the Col also presented a gift of silver
quaich to each of the main performers. The evening concluded
with the Branch Chairman, Joe Keegan, giving a vote of thanks
to the performers and the Branch members and friends for
attending, wishing everyone a safe journey home. With that the
company sang Auld Lang Syne before leaving at a very late hour.
A great time was had by all. The Branch Committee, together with
Bill Taylor and Bill McNamara, are to be congratulated on the
organisation of the event.

With the fire fighters still on strike, and our usual premises not
available, the Branch meeting for 21 January was held, by kind
permission of the Cameronians, in their club premises in Glasgow.
Various issues were discussed, including names of members to
attend the next annual reunion at Blandford. The venue of the club
was not easy to get to, and car parking close to the club was not
available. We hope the fire fighters strikes end soon, so that
Branch meetings can be held in familiar surroundings. It was
decided that the annual dinner/dance would be held as usual in
November 2003 and to replace the one missed last November, a
dance only, would be held on 15 March (providing there are no
strikes or exigencies). 

We have just learned that our intrepid one-armed Branch founder-
member, Bobby Gilchrist, has volunteered to do the slide of
death again in April this year, in aid of Epilepsy Scotland. Readers
will remember the article and photo published in The WIRE in April
2001 when, aged 76, he successfully completed the slide from
130 feet up. I will report his progress.

took their wives (now steady on lads). The spouses were not
happy when the promised cruise turned out to be a 15-minute
crossing on the Gourock-Dunoon ferry! On a drive intending to 
visit the Isle of Bute, Mary’s navigation proved somewhat
inadequate, and a wrong turn took them north. However, a
consolation of lunch of venison at a quaint little pub at the side of
Loch Eck made up for this. 

November saw members of the Branch on the Remembrance
Parade at St Peters Square. They encountered the wettest
conditions for years, but fortunately it did abate somewhat before
the March Past. The Branch dinner dance was held on 7
December at the Lansdowne Hotel in Withington, a venue that did
not prove popular with many of the members and guests. One
reason was that the place was packed with fans of some football
team from the Old Trafford area, so trying to get to the bar was a
major problem. Our Guest of Honour was Peter Cuckow and his
charming wife Sheila, whom, at huge expense, we managed to
prise from the warm climes of Poole to a chilly Manchester. Peter
gave a very interesting talk about his work with the Association at
Blandford Garrison. He was thanked by Chairman, Ron Taylor
and presented with a picture of bygone Manchester to
commemorate their visit.

POOLE BRANCH

Chairman Lt Col W ‘Jess’ Weir
Secretary Lt Col RA ‘Bob’ Peake BEM

Since our last report we have had two major committee changes.
Tony Curnow relinquished his position as Secretary and, with no
volunteer forthcoming, Bob Peake took over that duty, with Jess
Weir becoming our new Chairman.

Our monthly meetings continue to go from strength to strength
and we are very grateful to the Royal British Legion Branch at
Broadstone for their unfailing support. We in turn ensure a good
response to their Remembrance Day Parade and Service and our
President, Brig Paddy Evans takes the salute on the march-past
each year.

Our man with the camera, John Hyde, has given us another
worthy slide show following his and Sheila’s round the world
holiday. His snapshot finger was also kept busy during our 2002
Christmas Dinner, which again proved to be a resounding success
– with the draw lasting longer than ever! 47 attended including a
few of our friends from the Dorset Branch. We continue to enjoy
visits to both Dorset and Bournemouth Branches Dinners and



THE 5TH (LONDON) CORPS SIGNALS
OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION

Chairman Denis E Roberts CBE
Secretary Sid Prior

On 19 October 2002 the 5th (London) Corps Signals OCA held its
57th Annual Reunion at the Duke of York’s Headquarters Club in
Chelsea. The occasion had been announced as the Association’s
final Reunion and there was a recovery in numbers attending,
some members travelling very long distances to be present.
Members and their guests totaled 81. It was a happy occasion,
but one touched with sadness. At the AGM that followed lunch,
because of steadily declining membership, the decision to
dissolve the Association as a formal body was approved.
Originally over 600, we were now just over 100, and not all are
able to attend Reunions. The Secretary, Sid Prior, was
congratulated on his enhanced display of charts depicting ‘Seven
Decades of Comradeship’ from 1939 to date. This stimulated
almost total recall of forgotten events and people in war and at
Reunions. As the display revealed, in the beginning there were
raw recruits and most of us were single. Now many remaining
members were great-grandparents.

The charts have been embodied in a souvenir booklet with Ernest
Lampard’s poems including the final Auld Lang Syne reproduced
below. The Association was delighted to receive a letter of thanks
from MajGen A H Boyle CB, commenting on members’ ‘long and

Luncheons and it is a pleasure to share our own with them, where
possible.

Our founder, Jimmy Logan, now fully recovered from his heart
surgery (yes, old comrades, he did have one!) rarely misses a
meeting and it is great to have him and Eve with us again. We
have had several new members join during 2002; the majority,
following the national trend, joining after many years since leaving
the Corps/TA. However, it is good to see them and a warm
welcome will be extended to all others considering joining,
regardless of age, gender or past rank.

Section came up trumps with a delicious buffet supper and a
good time was had by all.

Earlier in the year we had suffered the sad loss of Les Bullock.
He and Joyce were regular attenders at Branch meetings for
many years past and up to the time of his sudden passing. We are
glad that Joyce remains one of us as an Associate Member and is
with us on every social occasion. We were also sad to learn of the
death of Charles Goodsir, who was a very active Member of the
Branch until some years ago when he moved to the Midlands.
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WINCHESTER BRANCH

Chairman Mrs Margaret Gillings
Secretary Mr Garry Gillings

As we have not featured recently in The WIRE, this is to let you
know that we are still in existence! As with all branches, we are
suffering from the fact that our members are growing a little older
and this has led to some enforced changes. The Branch
President, Maj Gen John Sturge, has handed over to Lt Col
Gerry Corden. The Chairman is Mrs Margaret Gillings and her
husband Garry acts as the Secretary. Mrs Kathleen Percival is
active on the welfare side, and she is the Wreath Layer and ‘figure
head’. Her son Phil is the Treasurer and Standard Bearer.

Meetings are held on the second Tuesday evening of each month,
in the East Winchester Social Club. Normally over a dozen turn up
to discuss any business, but mostly to socialise. The Branch was
represented in the Remembrance Parade and Service in
Winchester Cathedral. While in London, Ivor Parker and Jack
Vincent (both 8th Army veterans) attended the Festival of
Remembrance in the Albert Hall and the Parade in Whitehall on
the following morning. Not bad for a couple in their 80s!

Two of our other stalwarts must be mentioned, both of whom
retired a couple of years ago from being respectively Chairman
and Secretary. Maj Douglas Gardiner and his wife Laura now
live in a very smart nursing and residential home in Winchester.
They are well looked after and always pleased to see any old
friends. Maj Colin West-Watson also lives locally. His wife Esme
has died but his daughters keep a good eye on him.

The Branch Christmas Dinner was held in a local hotel and was
attended by 14 members. It was a super meal and we all enjoyed
a very pleasant evening. And so we move in to a new year, one in
which we are very keen to recruit new members. So, if you live in
the Winchester area, do please get in touch.  The Secretary can
be contacted on 02380 614 173, email:
garry@ggillings.freeserve.co.uk

SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH

Chairman Mr SL Smith
Secretary Mr AAT Dear

We report the death of one of our older comrades, exSig Arthur 
Leslie Pratt, who served with the Corps from 1939 to 1946. After
a long illness, Arthur died on 2 February 2003, aged 85. 

Immediately after this, on 7 February 2003, another of our old
comrades, Cecil John Callis (John) died after a long illness, aged
83. John’s funeral was held at the Southampton Crematorium on
19 February 2003. The Service was attended by family, friends
and comrades from the Burma Star and RSA. A Guard of Honour
was provided by the two Associations and the RSA Southampton
& District Branch Standard was carried by Sid Smith, the Branch
Chairman. (See Last Post for details).

The Branch Annual Reunion Lunch will take place at the Kings
Court, Chandlers Ford, on Sunday 27 April 2003. It is hoped that
this year will be as successful as previous years and will be
reported in the June Issue of The WIRE. Our Guest of Honour will
be Brig Charles Le Gallais CBE and Mrs Jackie Le Gallais.
(Providing operational commitments permit).

The letter and document, A PLAN FOR CHANGE, issued by
MajGen Tony Boyle CB, has been circulated to all Branch
Committee Members and a cross section of Branch Members.
They have been asked to submit constructive comments and
suggestions before or at the Branch AGM in April 2003.

Another year stretches ahead and the Branch Social Calendar is
already filling up. Invitations from the Dunkirk Veterans and the
Normandy Veterans to their trips and functions are an added
bonus.

WEST LONDON BRANCH

Chairman Maj (Retd) RL Miller TD
Secretary Mr E Murphy

It may seem late to be recalling Christmas, but the success of our
party must be recorded. The Richmond British Legion had
tastefully decorated their Club for the festive season and we
greatly appreciated their hospitality on this and many other
occasions. We had a happy evening, which included a giant raffle,
thanks to the generosity of our Members. As usual, our Ladies

Christmas Dinner 2002
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INDIAN SIGNALS ASSOCIATION OF
GREAT BRITAIN

Chairman Maj (Ret’d) T W Bewsey OBE

Like other branches of the RSA, we bring together retired
members of the Corps who wish to extend army companionship
into the years of their retirement. For the majority of Branches it is
a question of serving ex-soldiers in a particular area of the
country. But our members are widely spread, so our meetings
take the form of an annual lunch in London. Considering the age
of our members and it being more than fifty years since the British
departure from Bombay, these meetings are still well supported.

The Branch has maintained the wider responsibility of maintaining
contact with those in the countries in which we served. The strong
relationship with the Indian Signals Corps stems from an invitation
in 1986 from Lt Gen RP Singh to send representatives to
celebrations of the 75th anniversary of the founding of their
Corps. We travelled as a party of twentyfive which included eight
wives of members. The week-long activities in Jabalpur were
brilliantly planned and organised. The outstanding success arose
from the total change in the relationships between ourselves and
our wives and families of our hosts. In the days of the Raj, and
particularly during the war years, the men of both nations formed
firm friendships, but we knew nothing of their families.

This success led to a similar visit at the invitation of the SOinC
Pakistan, where once again the wives of both nations made firm
friendships and the men met with the same easy relationship with
our officer hosts that they had known during their service years. It
has been difficult to maintain these contacts through recent
troubled times.

In 1995 when our Corps celebrated the 75th anniversary of its
formation, we were able to entertain a party of sixteen from India
and a previous SOinC from Pakistan. As well as attending the
military functions, they toured with us in Somerset, Yorkshire and
Cumberland before a few days in London, where they attended
the Royal Signals guard mounting at Buckingham Palace. The
Batras were taken to Edinburgh where our particular friend, Raj
had marched as part of the Indian contingent in the Victory
Parades of 1947. Sadly Raj was to die a year or so after this visit,

faithful record’. 238 Sig Sqn again provided amplification for the
Reunion. On this occasion John Aked and his wife Valerie were
our guests of honour and the Chairman, Bob Roberts and
members were able to thank John personally and the Sqn for the
help which they had provided at our Reunions. So this is the
Association’s final report although after the winding up is 
completed, the Chairman and Secretary have promised to
examine whether an informal annual lunch on a smaller scale
might be possible for those who wish to attend.

Should old acquaintance be forgot
And never brought to mind
Well since September forty-six
Each passing day, I find
Fond memories of comrades
And those we left behind,
Still fill my thoughts and waking hours
With pleasure unconfined.
We moaned, we joked, as soldiers do,
But we learned to pull together,
Through months and years of bitter war
In fair and stormy weather.
We were loyal to our Sovereign,
Took each battle in our stride,
And flew the flag of freedom,
With honest British pride.
Now on our fifty-seventh Reunion,
After sixty-three long years,
Let us all recall the good times
And forget the toil and tears.
So comrades, charge your glasses,
Give me your hand, I’ll give you mine,
And together we will drink a toast
TO AULD LANG SYNE.

but linkages remain strong and continue through our children and
grandchildren. Subsequent SOinC, LtGen Gokarn and the
present incumbent, Gen Sehgal, have enthusiastically supported
the liaison.

At the end of October 2002, 50 members and friends met for the
AGM and lunch at the Union Jack Club in London. Our total
membership is now about 100. Natural wastage is inevitable as
the qualification for membership was closed over 50 years ago. Of
the 15 deaths reported at the beginning of the meeting, were our
founder President, MajGen RJ Moberley CB OBE and Brig EJC
Harrison, former Commandant of STC Mhow. As the soldiers’
hymn says, ‘Time like an ever-rolling stream continues to bear its
sons away.’

Two members were congratulated on the award of the RSA Badge
of Honour. The presentation to Maj Freddie Stewart was made at
his local RSA Branch meeting in Catterick earlier in the year. John
Reaney, who was accompanied by his son, Dermot, was
presented with his badge at our meeting.

After the reunion, a remarkable co-incidence occurred at Waterloo
Station. A small group of us were checking out the departure
board, when a distinguished looking Indian gentleman
approached and commented on the tie worn by one of the party.
It was a maroon tie bearing the Signals badge of the MCTE
(Military College of Telecommunications Engineering), a post-
independence development of STC (British) Mhow. The tie was
worn by Peter Bewsey, son of Maj Tom Bewsey, both members
of the group invited to the 80th Anniversary Reunion in Jabalpur in
1996.

Also on the trip was Jane Knight and as Tom rejoined the group,
there was mutual recognition of the Indian visitor, who was Lt Col
M Bansal of the Indian Signals Corps, attending a course at
Warminster. Col Bansal had been the escorting major to the then
Master of Signals, MajGen Archie Birtwistle CB CBE and
SOinC(A) Brig Nigel Wood and their wives during the 1996
Anniversary Reunion in Jabalpur. Had we met up before our lunch,
he could have been our guest. Unfortunately, despite the efforts of
our Secretary, Maj Crocker (who had also been in Jabalpur),
there was insufficient time to meet again before Col Bansal
returned to India.

The annual lunch was a great success, and during the brief AGM
members were pleased to agree to increase their donation to the
Royal Signals Benevolent Fund to £250.

Our latest ambassador, Lucy Lindner, the granddaughter of our
President, met many of those named on her post-university
‘Grand Tour’ recently. As a teenager in 1995, she had helped to
look after the Indian visitors and was welcomed by them when
she visited their countries. She met the new Indian SOinC, who
offered to take her in his plane to Mhow (known to many of our
members). Sadly this trip was cancelled because of problems with
Pakistan.

Journeying on through Cambodia and Vietnam, Lucy arrived in
Malaysia, where her grandfather had served in 1960 as PASO in
their MOD. By chance one of his previous cadets living nearby,
provided the name of a recent C-in-C of the Malaysian Armed
Forces, Gen Tan Sri Mohammed Gazali. Arriving in Kuala
Lumpur, she was met by this distinguished officer, who told her
that she should call him Uncle Joe. When Lucy told him the name
of the hotel she would be staying in, he spoke up. ‘You are not,
your know. You are staying with us’. She was looked after in every
possible way, even to the extent of being quartered with the
Malaysian Defence Attaché in Singapore before flying back to
England.

It is very moving and inspiring to learn of the high regard in which
the countries in which we have served hold us. It reflects the
strong affection that many of us hold for the friends we have
made during our service. 

This last paragraph also points up the warmth that exists in the
wider, international Corps family, and reflects the family aspect
alluded to by MajGen Tony Boyle CB in his Guest Editorial in this
issue. Readers will have noticed my moves in recent issues of The
WIRE to include contributions from the Commonwealth to nurture
this feeling.

– Bernard Redshaw, Editor



LOST COMMUNICATIONS

MICHAEL FEELY

Does anyone know the present whereabouts of Michael Feely?
Laura Keller’s uncle, Hugh Cordner, served in the Corps with
Michael at Catterick and in16 Sig Regt, Krefeld in the 1970s.
Anyone who can help is asked to contact Laura at:
laura.keller@shaw.ca as soon as possible.

Email from Martin Foley, foley_md@hotmail.com

JOHN MICHAEL FOLEY

I am looking for information regarding my father, John Michael
Foley who served with the Royal Corps of Signals in WWII and
wondered if anyone could help. He was a driver mechanic, his
service number was 2372470 and I believe he served with 102
Special Wireless Section, 107 SWS & 3 SW Company. 

My father passed away in 1968, but I would like to find out as
much information about his time during the War as possible.
Ideally I would love to be able to make contact with anybody that
served with him, but any information would be gratefully received.

I can be contacted at the above email address or by phone on
01291 621 481.

Many thanks…..

DO YOU RECOGNISE THIS PERSON?

Sue Woodard asks if anyone remembers or recognises the
person in the photograph. The reverse of the photo has: ‘Cousin
Freddie 25 years Royal Signals’ written on the back and is dated
July 1940. Sue believes it to be the cousin of her father, Richard
Woodard. Anyone who can help is asked to contact Sue at
suewoodard@blueyonder.co.uk

LCPL A BUSBY

Benson Fairclough is seeking the present whereabouts of his
former pal, LCpl A Busby. Mr Busby joined the Corps early 1947
for his National Service and trained as a Wireless Operator. He
served with Benson in the Suez Canal Zone and in 3 GHQ Sig
Regt, Fayid. Anyone who can help is asked to contact Benson at
3 Silverdale Avenue, Heysham, Morecambe, Lancs LA3 2JX.
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Identify These Two and Gain £20 for
Corps Funds

Pictured on a recent holiday in Queensland, these two gentlemen
were commissioned together from RMA 50 years ago. They have
offered £20 to the Corps Benevolent Fund if anyone can identify
both of them. If you can recognise them both, please contact the
Editor.

From: Mr E Rackham
Newseat Cottage
Inverugie
Peterhead
Aberdeenshire AB24 3DT

Dear Sir

While clearing out my attic I came across this cutting from The
WIRE with a photo of myself and Jim Bachelor. It was taken back
in 1958 when I was a boy soldier at Rawlingson Bks, Denbury,
Newton Abbot. I lost touch with Jim when we went into man
service. I would very much like to hear from Jim, should anyone
know his whereabouts.

Jim and I used to spend most of our weekends on Dartmoor, or
hill walking in North Wales. I hope this will be of interest to some
of your readers.

Yours…..

Unfortunately, the photo would not reproduce, but the text of the
cutting referred to is as follows - Editor

‘After a hearty tea drinking session, even the cadre retired to their
sleeping bags. Sunday morning dawned in brilliant sunshine, a most
welcome change for November.

WO2 Wheatley and Boy Rackham proceeded to take the morning air and
went for a short 5 mile walk before breakfast much to the amazement of
the remainder.

After breakfast Staff Sergeant White and Sergeant Tatham led a party in
search of the post box at Cranmere Pool. Here you collect any letters and
then leave your letter for the next hardy visitor. A rolling mist speeded
the return to the camp site, where the remainder had struck camp and
prepared a late lunch.

The party loaded up and moved off on the last leg back, another 4 miles.
Sergeant Taylor, with swinging camera and lantern on his pack, looked
like the tinker of old. We all must have looked rather unusual as the local
Dartmoor ponies just galloped away and surveyed us from a distance.

All too soon the truck was reached and one more weekend camp was
over. Next question was: “When do we go again?” Some boys are never
satisfied.’
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E-mail from Carl Braganza, carlbraganza@extelmfg.com

Further to my message in Lost Comms in the February issue of
The WIRE, another couple of ex Royal Signals buddies I would
like to make contact with are a Ray White & Geoff Lawrence.
Ray, Geoff and I went through basic and tech training together.
Ray & I served in BAOR in 16 Sig Regt in Krefeld. I don’t know
where Geoff went to. I believe he married a Yorkshire girl named
Sheila, who came from the Richmond.

Thanks.

SIR DIRK BOGARDE

Does anyone remember serving during WW2 with 2371461 Sig
Derek van den Bogaerde, who would become the actor and
writer, Dirk Bogarde? If so, his official biographer, John
Coldstream is keen to hear from you.

Van den Bogaerde enlisted on 8 May 1941 and was posted
successively to 1 Depot Bn, 1 Op Trg Bn, and 133 OCT Bn before
being commissioned in the Queen’s Royal Regt in April 1943. He
describes his experiences vividly in his second autobiography,
Snakes and Ladders (Chatto & Windus 1978), with particular
emphasis on Catterick, where his fellow trainees included
Palmer-Green, Tilly, PW Ogooley (for whom he wrote love letters
to a girl named Kitty), Worms, Derek, Grimm and Ernie Basset
(with red hair from H Hut).

John Coldstream would be delighted to make contact with any
of these people, with anyone who knew them or with anyone who
recalls the stage productions of Rope and Judgement Day, in
which the 20-year old van den Bogaerde was involved. He can
be reached at:

11 Abbey House
1a Abbey Road
London NW8 9BT
Tel: 020 7266 3779
Email: jcoldstream@dial.pipex.com

Van den Bogaerde is pictured here at the right-hand end of the
middle row

THOMAS KANE

From: M Roger Arnoux
La Gare
01300 Brens
France

Dear Sir

I am writing to your magazine (The WIRE) hoping you could help
me in my research. I am searching for the address of the regiment
the Highlander Argyle and Sutherland because my grandfather
was a signal corpsman during WWI and did serve in France.

Since the only Army magazine I have is yours, I am writing to you
for information and hoping that you can help me.

My grandfather was a lineman in the post office in Greenock,
Scotland (Renfrew). His name was Thomas Kane and he was
born in June 1884.  I found a picture for information.  Could you

From: Ken Johnson
718 Buena Tierra #179
Oceanside
CA 92057
USA

Dear Sir

I am writing on behalf of my uncle, Norman Mansell, who served
as a dispatch rider in WWII from 1940 through 1945. He would like
to make contact with any of his surviving ‘pals’ that served in his
Division. He is also offering to provide copies of many
photographs that were taken during his service in the field, as well
as share his experiences with any serviceman that served in his
unit or knew him during the War. If you would publish his name
and unit in an appropriate section of your publication for any
members to contact him it would be greatly appreciated.

Norman Mansell
British Army, D Section
3rd Divisonal Signals
Royal Corps of Signals
Regimental No: 2325440

Many thanks for your assistance in honouring his request.

Ken Johnson, nephew

send me any information and I thank you in advance.

Yours…..

My grandfather is on the right-hand side of the picture.  Is that the
uniform of a linesman?

CORRESPONDENCE

Email from: Andrew Reid andrew.reid14@btopenworld.com

HELLES BARRACKS 1979

I was wondering if anyone who reads your magazine knows who
the local photographer was at Helles Barracks in 1979? I started
my Army career in the TA and had photos taken then, but due to a
burglary, they have all been destroyed. I would be grateful if
anyone can help me.

Thanks

Andy Reid
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From: Fred Common (Ex R Sigs)
1 Eton Drive
Scunthorpe
North Lincs
DN17 2PL
Tel: 01724 346018

Dear Sir 

In October last year, my wife and I visited our son’s grave in the
British Military Cemetery, Wayne’s Keep, Nicosia, Cyprus. As the
cemetery is within the buffer zone, access can only be made in a
UN vehicle accompanied by a UN forces member.

Located a short distance from the cemetery within the UN zone, is
a room of remembrance. The responsibility for the room lies with
the British Provost Sgt of UN Sector 2. Currently this is Sgt Dave
Wade RA. The room has facilities for refreshments, giving visitors
to the cemetery a chance to relax and reflect on their visit.

There are photograph albums, containing photos and letters from
past visitors. A large number of regimental wall plaques are
displayed to remember those who have been laid to rest. In
October, there was no Royal Signals plaque, although I am aware
of at least one member of the Corps who was laid to rest in the
cemetery. He is Dvr Keith Rushin, who was a member of 50 Bde
HQ and Sig Tp. (1958 59).

I am pleased to say that this has now been rectified. In December

From: Mr G Munro
P O Box 1762
Randpark Ridge
2156 RSA
Tel: (011) 4763981
Email: gordonmunro@telkomsa.net

Dear Sir

By way of introduction, I was one of two Rhodesian students on
No 22 Royal Signals Subalterns Part II Course in Catterick in
1961/62.

I would be grateful if you would publish this letter as a greeting to
all my fellow students who may still be around. I know of the
passing to higher service of two of them and there may be others
no longer with us.

For the information of my fellow survivors, I returned to Rhodesia
and opted for further service in the Rhodesian Army at the
breakup of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. I was
Director of the Corps from late 1973 to early 1976 before
becoming Chairman of the Security Forces Joint Planning Staff
and finally Commander Salisbury Area. I retired in March 1978.

The main purpose of this letter is, however, not autobiographical!
It is really to inform my fellow survivors and indeed anyone who
has an interest in the history of military signalling that I have 
recently published privately a limited edition (99 copies) of the
history of the Rhodesian Corps of Signals from 1964 to 1980.
Those who live in or near your neck of the woods may find a copy
in the Royal Signals Museum. It is entitled BUSH TELEGRAPH
and any inquiries or comments can be addressed to me at either
of the above addresses. Henton Jaaback, who attended a Q

From: MajGen Peter Baldwin CBE
(Address supplied)

Dear Sir

I see that you are going to mark the 50th Anniversary of the end of
The Korean War. I thank you for that, as will all those who
participated in that ‘forgotten war’.

I enclose one photograph taken in 1950 showing 27 (COMWEL)
Bde Signal Centre with Captain (now Lt Col) Nigel Pidsley and
some of his Sig Tp. The American clothes are due to our having
left Hong Kong in a hurry and dressed in jungle green!

The lack of cam nets will appall today’s instructors but, with the
exception of a reconnaissance Harvard-type aircraft known as
‘Bedcheck Charlie’, we were lucky not to have an air threat.

I have many anecdotes but the one I like best is when a very
serious American officer from the Signal Monitoring Service
(Pacific) travelled from his HQ to tell us that our Command Net
had committed 6,500 procedural errors in a previous 24 hours.
Nigel’s comment was ‘Is that a record?’ We later explained that
our Voice Procedure pamphlet was not yet an allied one.

You will see from your archives that I even managed some WIRE
notes in that period Aug ‘50 to May ‘51.

With best wishes

Yours…..

From: Mr N D Davies
44 Rosemary Way
Horndean
Waterlooville
Hants
P08 9DQ
Tel: 023 92598 970
Email: taffy@normeg.fsnet.co.uk

Dear Sir

I want to express my thanks to you for publishing my article AIR
FORMATION SIGNALS in the February 2003 Issue of The WIRE.
So far I have had responses from ExW02 RAMS Jimmy (Jock) 
Logan from 10 Air Formation Regt. His e-mails and telephone
conversations have unlocked many memories of our service in
that Regt. In addition I received an email from my last boss before
leaving the Army in 1968. He is William (Bill) Oates and was, as a
Capt, the Regtl Lines Officer for 21 Air Formation Regt stationed
at that time at RAF Laarbruch, Germany. I still have the glowing
reference he gave me on leaving, as I set off for a ‘new life’ in
Australia. 

Yours…..

Course in Catterick not long after I was there, was the last
Director/Commander and helped me with the record of the last
four years of the Rhodesian Corps’ existence.

Best wishes to you and your readers,

Yours…..

From: MajGen DR Horsfield OBE
President
The Indian Signals Association of Great Britain
C/o RHQ, Blandford

Dear Sir

The report on the visit to the French School of Signals puts me in
mind of a visit I made in 1961 during my time as Chief Instructor
at Catterick.

This was at a time when the valve was being supplanted by the
transistor. Those amongst the instructors often found real difficulty
in adjusting their brains to the new device.

I mentioned this problem to the senior French civilian chief
instructor. His reply summed up the problem – ‘Moi, je suis
tubiste’ (Me, I am a valve man).

Yours…..
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From: Mr G T Harper
68 Station Road
Hatfield
DONCASTER
DN7 6QJ
Tel: 01302 844246

Dear Sir

THE VICTORIA CROSS AND GEORGE CROSS MEMORIAL
APPEAL

I was 23912982 Sgt G T Harper, Royal Signals, serving the Corps
from 1963 until 1977.  A member of my family, Cpl John William
Harper, who served in the Hallamshire Battalion, Yorks and
Lancaster Regt in WWII, was posthumously awarded the Victoria
Cross.

In 2002 in our village of Hatfield we were successful in raising
sufficient funds to erect a memorial to John in our cemetery
(enclosed is a photograph of myself alongside the memorial).

From: L Barfoot
45 North Poulner Road
RINGWOOD
Hants BH24 1SW
Tel: 01425 477998

Dear Sir

With reference to Col Randall’s letter in the December Wire
concerning pigeons being used for communications, I too
experienced such use.

In 1941/42 a pigeon loft was situated near our camp at Billericay
in Essex. The pigeon keeper wore a battledress with no insignia,
badge or hat. He never joined us in the camp.

It was the responsibility of the RSigs Sec to provide transport to
deliver pairs of pigeons to various units at such places as
Rayleigh, Shoeburyness, Southend-on-Sea and Canvey Island.
The pigeon man always rode in the back of the truck with his
birds and insisted on the canvas being tied down tightly so that
the birds were in darkness during transit, thereby remaining calm.
He loaded and unloaded, the driver not being permitted to handle
the cages. The whole exercise was repeated every week, and as
far as we were aware, the birds never flew home but were brought
home on the return trip. Presumably, the birds would have been
used if all other means of communication failed.

At the time of our departure, the incoming unit took over the
responsibility of providing transport and we took no further part in
the operation.

Yours…..

p.s.  Welcome to the RSA to Albert Godfrey (October Wire) We
served together in 1943/44 in J Section, 45 Div Sigs.

a Royal Signals wall plaque was placed in the room of
remembrance. The photograph shows Sgt Dave Wade RA
mounting the plaque.

Yours…..

In view of the above Appeal, I wondered if you would be prepared
to publish some of my letter in the next issue of The WIRE, along
with the Appeal, thereby promoting it further to our association
members.

Yours.…..

The Appeal was advertised on page 49 of February 2003 edition -
Editor

From Mr B Spencer
12 Norton Place
Morecambe
Lancs LA3 1PJ

Dear Sir

Since you arrived there has been a marked change in everything
to do with the magazine and your assistant has been well chosen
by all accounts. May you go from strength to strength!

‘A Hundred Years of Canadian Comms & Electronics’ by Maj Jeff
Howes, Royal Canadian Signals intrigued me, for it brought back
two incidents whilst I was attached to the Canadian Army with a
small Royal Sigs ‘Ship Signals’ det, just before D Day.

The landing had been postponed, but on 5 June, 3 Landing craft
Headquarters sailed down Southampton Water and anchored off
the Needles rocks, Isle of Wight in the black-out and no noise was
to be made.

The keys of the radio sets were immobilised and we were
instructed just to listen on the headphones for any signals or
noises whatsoever. They didn’t tell us why, but putting two and
two together I surmised it was to find out if the enemy had found
something out about the landings. After two hours and not a dot
or a dash, I was told I could have a break of fresh air on desk. So
off I went in pitch-black conditions and inhaled. Then a youngish
voice nearby said, ‘Have you been on a landing before?’ ‘Yes’ I
replied ‘On Sicily and Italy as Beach Signaller’. ‘What was it like?’
‘Not half as bad as I thought it would be’. This was an extreme
white lie, which I won’t go into. There was a pause then, ‘What do
you think I should say to my men before they go into action?’ This
took me by surprise, and in response I thought of something
quickly, ‘Tell them not to stop for anything when they hit the beach
but to get off as quick as they can’. ‘Thanks’ he said ‘I’m going



below’. Little did he realise that as a Beach Signaller I had to
make a hollow to put my radio set in and stay put till the end of
the action.

On D-Day my section were Ships Signallers on HMS Ulster
Monarch, which anchored in a position at Arromanches, where
the entrance to the Mulberry Harbour was going to be
constructed. Half the radio room was for the Navy sparks
contacting convoys coming across, and we in the other half got in
touch with HQs going ashore. My position given by the Sgt was to
find the Canadian HQ. When I switched on, it was like going into a
concert hall where hundreds of violinists were tuning up.
Eventually the Canadian operator started, ending his message in
code. When it was completed, I handed it over to the Sgt to be
deciphered, and he disappeared into a small room. After a while
the door opened and out came the Sgt with the message in his
hand. ‘Something wrong?’ I enquired. ‘Yes, it’s come sooner than
expected and some Officers in the room don’t think it’s authentic.’
‘I’ve no means to say if it is or not authentic, but what does it
say?’ ‘It says that the HQ party have got ashore, erected the
offices and it’s OK for staff, including the Officers, to occupy
them. Our Officers are suspicious that the Germans have
captured them and forced the operator to send the message.
They are wondering what to do next’. I jumped in ‘There’s only
one thing they can do and that’s take a bodyguard with them and
some Commandos’. He reported back, the door opened and 4
top ‘brass hat’ Officers came out with baggage and got into the
landing craft. The Sgt, looking worried came and told me to hand
over the set and come back early next morning. This I did and
found him in a much better mood. ‘Everything’s OK, Spencer. You
can be excused duty for the rest of the day but keep out of sight’.
All’s well that ends well – even though it had been a long previous
day.

It’s quite a few years when I wrote my war experiences and sent
them to the Blandford Museum to be put in the Records
Department. Unfortunately there wasn’t an archivist at that time
and I think ‘they’ had a spring clearing out, so I’m wondering if it
is still there. I have a spare copy if you require it.

Yours…..

DONATIONS
East Kent Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £250.00
Mrs M L Britt ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £25.00
Mr R Larby in memory of George Eynon ... ... ... ... £10.00
Mr D Pirie ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £10.00
Mr E J Hathway ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £25.00
3 Div Sigs Reunion Club in memory of Max S Ballard £10.00
Rotherham Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £50.00
Graham Cox ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £25.00
42 Sig Regt Officers’ Club ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £203.00
Frank Corser ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £25.00
56 Division OCA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £150.00
Bedford Branch RSA... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £10.00
Frank Buttifant ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £20.00
Mr J E Stroud ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £50.00
Mr K Grange ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £10.00
Terry Wickens ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £18.10
Mr P B Cairns ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £18.00
3 Div Signals Reunion Club in memory of E K Keen... £10.00
Knighton House School ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £253.19
Huddersfield BranchRSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 100.00
Manchester Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £100.00
Cornwall Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £400.00
3 Div Sigs Reunion Club in memory of D Hollingworth £10.00
Peterborough Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £50.00
The estate of Ronald J Pugsley ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £250.00
Mr A D Brown ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £12.00
Lt Col Coltman ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £36.00
Exmouth Branch RSA ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... £50.00

LAST POST
Acton - Capt J R L Served 1998/03 Died 22/02/03
Baker - Sig J Baker Served 1942/44 Died 17/11/02
Blackwood - LLCpl G BlackwoodServed 1943/47 Died 12/02/03
Burns - SSgt T P Burns Served 1968/91 Died 11/02/03
Burrough - Capt P Burrough Served WWII Died Jan ’03
Buxton - Maj W R Buxton Served 1931/45 Died Dec ’02
Cadman - SSgt A Cadman Served 1946/68 Died Dec ’02
Callis - Sig C J Callis Served 1941/46 Died 07/02/03
Choppen - Maj D A E Choppen Served 1938/74 Died 2000
Dale - Sig G J Dale Served 1939/46 Died Feb ’03
Dearnaley - Sgt T E Dearnaley Served 1974/92 Died 18/12/02
Ewer - WO1 D A Ewer Served 1951/75 Died 21/02/03
Eynon - Sgt G E Eynon Served 1948/55 Died 19/12/02
Flynn - Lt Col M J Flynn Served 1948/82 Died 31/12/02
Griffiths - Col R Served ?? Died 08/05/01
Hehir - SSgt J S Hehir Served 1955/89 Died 13/12/02
Hewitt - LCpl V S Hewitt Served 1985/94 Died 10/02/03
Higgins - Sgt G P Higgins Served 1926/55 Died 15/02/03
Hollingworth - Cpl D Hollingworth Served 1950/55  Died 2002
Kenrick - Capt A Kenrick Served 1965/72 Died 17/11/02
Kirkpatrick - Sig W H KirkpatrickServed 1933/45 Died 11/01/03
Lomas - Maj T Lomas Served1949/69 Died Mar ’99
McAdam - SSgt P F J McAdam Served 1936/58 Died 13/02/03
Martin - Sig E Martin Served 1939/46 Died 2001
Nichol - Sgt G Nichol Served 1953/77 Died 14/01/03
Pettener - Sgt J Pettener Served 1939/41 Died Feb ’03
Pratt - Sig A L Pratt Served 1939/46 Died 02/02/03
Powell - WO2 A Powell Served 1934/46 Died 21/12/02
Raynor - WO2 F M Raynor Served 1930/66 Died 31/01/03
Robinson - Maj N E Robinson Served 1926/67 Died 20/01/03
Rowe - Sig L W F Rowe Served 1942/47 Died 12/02/03
Short - LCpl K A Short Served 1945/48 Died 04/03/03
Spencer - Lt R W Spencer Served 1939/46 Died 24/01/03
Steel - WO2 A Steel Served 1943/72 Died 31/01/03
Tasker - WO1 W Tasker Served 1941/66 Died 13/11/02
Taylor - Sig E Taylor Served 1942/46 Died 21/02/03
Walsh - Sig R Walsh Served 1940/46 Died Jan ’03
Watson - SSgt W B Watson Served 1936/59 Died 11/01/03
Weaver - WO2 E Weaver Served 1936/58 Died 16/01/03
Williams - Sig L H Williams Served 1943/47 Died 18/01/03
Wilson-Wardle - Cpl A Wilson-Wardle (R Sigs)

- Sgt A Wilson-Wardle (RA Sigs)
Served ?? Died 19/01/03
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From: Major P D Whittle TD
8 Broadwater Close
Woodham
Woking
Surrey
GU215TW
Tel: 01932 346549
E-mail: paul.whittle@tinyworld.co.uk

Dear Sir

Memories of Darjeeling?

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway Society is the UK-based
support group for the famous narrow-gauge railway, now granted
World Heritage status by UNESCO, up to this former hill station of
the ‘Raj’.

We would be delighted to hear from any retired members of the
Corps with memories or photographs of the railway and
Darjeeling itself from their war-time service in India, for publication
in our Society’s journal The Darjeeling Mail.

Anyone who remembers the tiny ancient locomotives that still haul
trains up over 6,000 feet, will be pleased to hear that Indian
Railways is actually now building three more examples and 
keeping almost exactly to the original design of the 1880s!

Yours…..

From: Russell Baker
77 White Knowle Park
Buxton
Derbyshire
SK17 9XA

Dear Sir

I am writing on behalf of my elderly father trying to track down a
former school friend he last saw in 1941 whom he believes was
then in the ‘Defence Electric Light’. His name was Blyth(e), Fred

William. Mr Blythe would then have been in his early twenties.

I have been totally unable to trace any reference to ‘Defence
Electric Light’ other than a suggestion that it may be connected
with the Royal Corps of Signals.

My father is convinced he wore a red(ish) beret. I have been in
touch with the Archivist of The Museum of the Royal Corps of
Signals who is unable to assist but has suggested I write to you.

I wonder if DEL means anything to you or your readers. I
appreciate I am asking a lot but any information would help.

Yours…..



EYNON - Sgt G Eynon (George) died on 20 December 2002,
aged 72.

George was born in Bristol
and was called up for
National Service in 1949.
After completing his training
as an Operator, Wireless and
Line (OWL) he decided to
sign on as a regular and then
volunteered for service in
Korea when British troops
were sent there in August of
1950.

He was posted to  27 Inf Bde
Sig Tp, arriving there in
November of the same year.
When 27 Bde was relieved in
April 1951, George stayed on
in Korea with the 28
Commonwealth Inf Bde Sig
Tp, where he rose to the rank
of Cpl, being in charge of one
of the Signal Office shifts.
He eventually returned to the
UK in late 1952 having done,
against policy, two Korean
winters with a front line unit.
The Korean winters being so
severe, it was deemed that
no-one should do more than
one!

Back in the UK, George was posted to York and was involved in a
severe motor cycle accident.  Although he eventually recovered
from his injuries he was given such a low medical category that he
decided to leave the Army in 1954.

Moving to Cornwall he joined BT as an engineer and become
involved with the local Air Training Corps into which he was
commissioned, becoming a Flt Lt (all ATC Officers are RAF
reserve Officers).

After retirement, George lived in Bodmin and although his health
suffered in later years, he attended the RSA Reunions at
Blandford, revisited Korea and then on to New Zealand with the
British Korean Veterans, Association.

His funeral at the Bodmin Crematorium was attended by 6 former
members of 28 Bde Sig Tp (K Troop), RAFA members, Devon &
Cornwall BKVA and an Honour Guard of ATC, plus family and
numerous friends.

George was survived by his sister, three children, six
grandchildren and one great-grand daughter.

He was liked by all who knew him,  always full of good heart and
cheer and he loved to ring up old comrades for a chat. We will
miss the phone ringing and having answered be greeted with
‘Hal-LO, its George!’ followed by a burst of laughter.
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TASKER  - WO1 W Tasker (Bill) passed away on 13 November
2002.

Bill’s call-up was delayed at the start of the WW2 because, being
a plumber by trade, he was classified as being in a reserved
occupation. But in 1941 he enlisted into RSigs, and served in
North Africa, Sicily and throughout the Italian campaign, where he
was wounded.

He met Stelia in Trieste and they were married in 1947. They
returned to Scotland and raised four children. Bill maintained
active links with the Corps, serving in the reserve. In 1966 he was
finally discharged from the AER as a WO1 (RSM).

Bill was a staunch member of the Montrose branch of the RBL
Scotland and the Tayside and Fife Branch of the RSA, as is his
son, Mike and daughter-in-law, Sheena.

Bill was quiet and tended to hide his light under a bushel, but was
well known, liked and admired throughout the area. In every sense
of the word, he was a ‘gentle man’ who will be much missed.

HALL – Lieutenant Colonel Ian Terence Hall, TD (Ian) died on
11 January 2003.

It is with deep regret that
we have to advise the
tragic death of Lt Col
Ian Hall TD, the
Commanding Officer of
34 (N) Sig Regt (V) based
at Brambles Farm,
Middlesbrough.

Ian was on holiday in
Florida with his family
when he was seriously
injured in a road accident
on Thursday 9 January
2003.  He subsequently
died in hospital from his
injuries early Saturday
morning 11 January
2003.

Ian had only recently assumed command of the Regt in
November last year, having joined it in Middlesbrough as a recruit
in July 1980.  He was commissioned in January 1984 and served
with 90 (North Riding) Sig Sqn (V) and RHQ, working his way
through the officer ranks to become the first TA CO of the Regt for
16 years.

Ian was a man of old-fashioned values, but with an un-blinkered
outlook on both the present and future.  He had a very dry and
sharp sense of humour, which made people well aware of his
presence.

He had a very high profile civilian career, working for Halifax Bank
of Scotland as Head of Business Standards.  His colleagues
remember him, much as we in the Regt do, not only for his sense
of humour, but his dedication and commitment to making
significant improvements to working practices within his
department.

It was whilst serving with the Regt that Ian met his wife, Anne-
Marie, who was a fellow officer in 90 (North Riding) Sig Sqn (V).
They married in October 1991.  Ian was a devoted family man and
a proud father to his two sons, Jamie and Edward.

Not only was he dedicated to his family, work and the TA, he still
found time to pursue his keen interest in military history.  It is for
those of us who had the pleasure to accompany him on battlefield
tours that we witnessed his ability, reliability and determination,
which marked him out as a fine example of a TA Royal Signals
officer

It was a fitting tribute to Ian’s memory that his funeral was
attended by so many people from all different walks and aspects
of his life.  He will be greatly missed by all who knew and served
with him and it is at this sad time that our thoughts are with Anne-
Marie, Jamie and Edward.

KENRICK – Capt A Kenrick (Gus) died on Sunday 17 November,
at St Joseph’s Hospital, Clonmel.

Following 11:30am Mass on Wednesday 20 November at the
Augustinian Abbey Church Fethard, burial took place in the
adjoining graveyard.

Gus Kenrick was born in Burke Street 85 years ago, son of John
and Margaret Kenrick. Working in England, he was called up for
military service with the outbreak of World War II in 1939.
Realising immediately that the Army was the life for him, he rose
quickly through the ranks, was commissioned and retired with the
rank of captain after 37 years service. Serving with the 55/77th
Regt of Foot, The Royal West African Frontier Force and The
Royal Corps of Signals, he landed with the invading forces on the
Normandy Beaches on D Day and was in active service
throughout the entire campaign up to VE Day in 1945.

He made a nostalgic return to France in 1995 for the 50th

Anniversary Celebrations of VE Day. There he renewed
acquaintances with many of his old comrades and visited the
graves of many more. He also served many tours of overseas
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PRATT - Sig Arthur L Pratt, died 2nd Feb 2003. 

It is with sadness that we report the death of Arthur Leslie Pratt,
aged 85 after a long illness. Arthur was in the TA and called to
arms on the 2nd August 1939. He was initially in ‘D’ Section
(DRs), 43rd Wessex Infantry Divisional Signals. In 1942, he was
posted to ‘J’ Section, 128 Brigade, 46th Division. In the North
Africa campaign Arthur was travelling as an ‘Enemy Aircraft
Spotter’ on top of a 15cwt truck when a wheel fell off, as did
Arthur. He injured his back and was transferred from DR duties to
linework. In December 1944 the unit moved and fought through
Italy.

In civilian life Arthur worked for the Southern Electricity Board. He
was a RSA Life Member No. 37738 and a long serving member of
the Southampton & District Branch of the RSA. He was also a
Mason. He leaves behind his wife Gwen, sons Henry and
Stephen, grandson William and favourite daughter-in-law Julia. 
The funeral and cremation was carried out at the Southampton
Crematorium on the 12th Feb 2003. A Guard of Honour was
supplied by his comrades from the RSA Southampton and District
Branch, and the Branch Standard was carried by the Standard
Bearer, Bryan Littlecott. Arthur’s coffin was draped with the Union
Flag. The service as very well attended by family, friends,
comrades from the RSA and Fellow Masons. The lesson was read
by son Henry and the eulogy by son Stephen.

His comrade, Peter Ferguson, remembers Arthur for his odd
sense of humour and recounts the following ‘During 128 Bdes last
action in Italy in November 1944, Arthur was out in the night
driving a jeep on his own. He came back to the HQ and he was
wearing a white donkey jacket, which had been issued against the
cold. The entrance to the HQ area was manned by a defence
platoon sentry. Arthur pulled up and addressed the sentry in a
very lofty Errol Flynn type voice, ‘is the Brigadier in?’ The sentry
said ‘Yes, who are you sir?’ Arthur replied ‘Field Marshal
Kesselring’, and drove into the HQ with the sentry running after
him advising Arthur that it wasn’t funny or words to that effect.’

CALLIS - Cecil John Callis (John) died 7 February 2003

The Southampton & District Branch report the death of another of
our old comrades, Cecil John Callis. After a long illness, John
(he preferred his second name) died on the 7 February 2003, aged
83. He was a long serving member of the RSA Southampton &
District Branch (Life Member 31401) and also the Burma Star
Association.

John was born in 1919 at Wellingborough into a farming family.
His mother was born in China and both parents were
missionaries. He attended Agricultural College in 1934 and then
worked at Landsport Hall and at Althorpe for Princess Diana’s
grandfather.

Enlisting into the TA in 1939, he served with the Northants Regt in
Northern Ireland, where he was shot by his own side. After
recovering, he transferred to RSigs in 1941 and served in India
with the 14th Army until his demob in 1946.

Post war, John worked firstly as a milkman, and then as an
industrial representative, travelling widely. A kind, thoughtful,
humorous family man, he had a great love of sports, especially
rugby. In his younger days he played for his school and had a trial
for the Northampton Saints, a team he followed for the rest of his
life. He was also a keen follower of the Pytchley Hunt.

He leaves behind his wife Margaret whom he married in 1951,
son Peter, daughters Ann and Jane, five grandchildren and one
granddaughter.

KIRKPATRICK  - Sig W H Kirkpatrick (Harry) died on 11
January 2003

It is with great sadness that the Manchester Branch began the
new year with the tragic death of Harry Kirkpatrick. Harry, who
was a very young 89, had recently undergone major surgery on
his stomach and was recovering well when he was involved in a
road accident in which he and his front seat passenger were
killed. His wife, Brenda was badly injured, but is expected to
make a full recovery.

Harry, the most amiable of souls with an extremely sharp wit,
started his military career at Norton St Bks, Manchester (no dates
available). Thereafter he served at Catterick, Hendon and
Chichester, before being involved as a DR in the Normandy
invasion. Carrying on to Belgium, Holland and Germany, he was
demobbed in Hereford at the end of hostilities.

Harry was a man of many interests. Apart from being a keen
member of the RSA, he also was a member of The Inland
Waterways Association and had at one point owned his own
narrow boat. He was a regular worshiper and member of the PCC
of St James’s Church, Gatley, where the funeral service took place
on the 22nd of January before committal at Stockport
Crematorium. 12 members of the Branch attended and the
Branch Standard was paraded at both locations by Bill Brianson
and Norman Tipton. At the February Branch meeting, Chairman
Ron Taylor dedicated the exhortation to Harry’s memory.

POWELL - WO2 A P Powell (Allan) died 21 December 2003.

It is with deep regret that the Liverpool Branch announces the
death of 2323512 Allan Powell, who passed away on 21
December 2002 at Benham Nursing Home, Bromborough, Wirral,
Merseyside, at the age of 87 years.

Allan enlisted in the Corps in 1934.  He sailed for India on 28
January 1036, was posted to Peshawar on the Northwest Frontier
and billeted at Khyber Barracks. Whilst on overseas service he
overcame appendicitis and a serious bout of malaria. He married
Frances in 1939 and they had two children Phil and Janet. Allan
left the Royal Signals in June 1946 to start work as a shipping
clerk in Liverpool.

He became widowed in the 1980s and in 1989 he married Norma.
Up to only a couple of years ago Allan had been an active
member of the Liverpool RSA, acting as Branch Standard Bearer
at Blandford reunions. A minute’s silence was observed at our
Branch meeting place, 50 Sqn, 33 Sig Regt, Aintree, Liverpool.

The Branch offers our sincere condolences to his widow, Norma,
son Philip, daughter Janet and their families.

duty, including terms in Europe, Africa and Singapore. He was
never willing to talk of his wartime experiences, many of which
were rather hair-raising, except to tell of happenings of a
humorous nature. As a brilliant raconteur, he could entertain for
hours while recalling such stories at will.

Retiring from the Army, Gus was appointed Secretary of St
Andrews Golf Club in Scotland, where he lived for many years.
After deciding to return to his native Fethard, he took up a similar
position with Clonmel Golf Club.

Always willing to help out locally when required, Gus was
associated with the Meals of Wheels delivery service, with the
‘front of house’ with the Fethard Players and with the Annual
Flower Show. Gus never married and will be greatly missed by his
surviving sister Mary Byard, Burke Street, his nieces, nephews
and a whole circle of friends to whom sincere sympathy is
extended.

WILSON-WARDLE – Anthony Wilson-Wardle (Tony), Cpl RSigs,
Sgt RASigs died in the Royal Brisbane Hospital on 19 January
2003.

Tony served with RSigs before migrating to Australia in 1972 to
join RASigs.

As an Operator Keyboard, Radio & Cipher, he served with quite a
few units and made many friends. After work, he enjoyed a drink
with his mates. He collected quite a few nick-names, as one does,
in Australia – ‘Dubs’ (for his double-barrel name), ‘WW’ (short for
Wilson-Wardle) and WW2 (a combination of Dubs (twice) and
WW).

Tony’s funeral was held on Friday, 24 January 2003 at Albany
Creek Crematorium, Lakeview Chapel, Bridgeman Downs,
Queensland. A wake was held at the family home after the funeral.

He is survived by his wife, Jeanette, and children, Mark, Caroline
and Bronwyn. They are all receiving much support and comfort
from the Queensland Branch of the RASigs Association, whose
motto is ‘Honour the dead, but fight like hell for the living’.
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SAME AS OCTOBER AND 
DECEMBER 2002 WIRE

Leaving the Army soon?
Looking for a job that sets the future?

Looking for a job that you are experienced in?
Looking for a job that gives development opportunities?

Looking for a job that is based in a beautiful part of the country?
Looking for a job that offers great social and sport opportunities?

LOOK NO FURTHER

The Royal School of Signals has opportunities and appointments in many
disciplines 

that YOU are qualified and experienced in.
To find out how you can become a member of a professional team that is taking 

new technology forward in training contact one of the following:

Jim Taylor on: Blandford Military 2524 or 01258 482524 or
Richard Rogers on: Blandford Military 2251 or 01258 482251

SAME AS DECEMBER 02
WIRE
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