
Rose is Rose  By Pat Brady and Don Wimmer

Curtis  By Ray Billingsley

Beetle Bailey  By Mort Walker

Get Fuzzy  By Darby Conley

Hagar the Horrible  By Chris Browne

Blondie  By Dean Young

Shoe  By Gary Brookins & Susie Macnelly

Dilbert  By Scott Adams

Rhymes With Orange  By Hilary Price

The Aces

Jumble

Sudoku

One of the pairs fighting for the 
top honors at the 1998 Cavendish 
was Bart Bramley, playing with 
Sidney Lazard. Sidney is one of an 
elite group of players who repre-
sented the U.S. in world champion-
ship play in the 1950s. By my count 
we are now down to a handful of 
such players, including Ivar Stak-
gold and Billy Rosen. Bart is a rep-
resentative of the next generation 
who has now started a partnership 
with another of my regular team-
mates, Lew Stansby.

Bart drew an interesting infer-
ence to bring home this delicate 
four-diamond contract.

On the spade-king lead and con-
tinuation, Bramley put up the spade 
jack to force the queen and to con-
firm the location of the spade hon-
ors. He ruffed, drew two rounds of 
trumps, then led a club to the king. 
Now came a third diamond to dum-
my, and a second club.

East, Michael Cornell, took the 
ace and played a third club. Bram-
ley won and paused to count up the 
hand. Since East clearly had both 
round aces to justify his cue-bid 
and had also shown up with the 
spade queen, he was less likely to 
have the heart jack than his part-
ner — the point being that he might 
have opened the bidding with that 
hand, playing a weak no-trump 
that started at 11 high-card points. 
So Bart advanced the heart 10, and 
whether Lionel Wright covered 
that card or not, Bramley had his 
10th trick.

Answer: This sort of double is 
not for penalties. When you start 
by making a takeout double, you 
can’t turn your hand into a pen-
alty double the next time around. 
This sequence shows a really good 
hand (one that would have cue-bid 
two clubs if the call hadn’t been 

stolen). With extra values but no 
extra length anywhere and thus 
no clear bid, you can fall back on 
the cue-bid of three clubs to show 
precisely this.

Yesterday’s 
puzzle answer

E B A L A S I I    B I    U R D S    B U N R D P X A P     

P F X A    O B I L R U ,    X A L    P F S     

D S Q R V A B P B R A    R W    P F B I    B I    P F S     

Z S V B A A B A V    R W    O B I L R U .     

—    P F S R L R D S    B I X X Q    D T Z B A

One letter stands for another. In this sample, A is used for the three L’s, X for the 
two O’s, etc. Single letters, apostrophes, and the length and formation of the 
words are all hints. Each day the code letters are different.

Answer to Yesterday’s Cryptoquote: This is the first test of a gentleman: 
his respect for those who can be of no possible value to him. — William Lyon 
Phelps

Cryptoquote
AXYDLBAAXR IS LONGFELLOW

Today in History
1777: Gen. George Washington led 
his army of men to Valley Forge, 
Pa., to camp for the winter.
1813: British forces captured Fort 
Niagara during the War of 1812.
1910: The artificial fiber rayon was 
first commercially produced by the 
American Viscose Co. of Marcus 
Hook, Pa.

1932: The British Broadcasting Corp. 
began transmitting overseas with 
its Empire Service to Australia.
1946: War broke out in Indochina 
as troops under Ho Chi Minh 
launched widespread attacks 
against the French.
1950: Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower 
was named commander of the 

military forces of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization.
1961: Former U.S. Ambassador 
Joseph P. Kennedy Sr., 73, suffered 
a debilitating stroke while in Palm 
Beach, Fla.
1972: Apollo 17 splashed down in 
the Pacific, winding up the Apollo 
program of manned lunar landings.

— Bobby Wolff

Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3-by-3 box contains 
every digit from 1 to 9 
inclusively. Find more 
Sudoku at LoHud.com



Garfield  By Jim Davis

For Better or For Worse  By Lynn Johnston

Between Friends By Sandra Bell-Lundy

Luann  By Greg Evans

Doonesbury  By Garry Trudeau

Today’s Birthdays

Today’s Horoscopes
Aries (March 21-April 19). Maybe you’d 
rather not console people today or 
be the designated pep talker, but 
if it goes that way, don’t fight it. 
However ill-equipped you may feel 
to do these things, you’re actually the 
one best suited to the job.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). Inquiring 
about feelings is dicey — you may 
be pushing further than the other 
person wants to go. People put their 
emotions into words when they are 
ready. In the meantime, physical 
signals will inform you. 
Gemini (May 21-June 21). Marketers 
know that people don’t really buy 
products; they buy results and the 
feelings that go along with those 
outcomes. You can save yourself a 
few bucks today by deciding to feel a 
certain way without paying for it.
Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’ll enjoy 
the company of like minds. They may 
not share your value system exactly, 
but they’re close enough that you 
can see the same things as funny, 
awesome, pathetic and sad. 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You may be 
tempted to “give away the farm,” 
because, let’s face it, farms are a lot 
of work. Resist the urge. You should 
have controlling interest in what you 
started and cultivated.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You know a 
waste of time when you see one — or 
do you? Sometimes time-wasters go 
disguised as interesting discussions 
that, once joined, lead absolutely 
nowhere. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Just as 
companies run promotional offers to 
stir up interest, you’ll ratchet up your 
appeal by figuring out the best and 

most desirable things you have to 
offer and letting people know. 
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Betrayal is 
the breaking of a contract of sorts. 
There’s gray area in this regard, 
because many contracts that are 
unspoken or assumed are not mutual. 
Avoid betrayal by being clear about 
the rules. 
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You are 
passionate about the things that are 
closest to your heart. The only person 
who can lead you is one who knows 
how to connect that passion to the 
work before you.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You think 
of the same person when you first 
wake up and when you fall asleep 
tonight. This is more than a habit of 
mind. It’s where your heart is, too. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Draw a hard 
line between business and personal 
relationships. You may be in business 
with a loved one, and in that case, 
you have two separate relationships, 
and the line between them should be 
distinct. 
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You may 
delegate certain responsibilities, but 
make sure you know exactly how 
all of the functions are performed 
first. Also, you should be the one to 
maintain key business relationships. 
Today’s Birthday: You’ll feel so 
marvelous when working that 
being paid seems a mere bonus 
compared to other benefits. Physical 
improvements boost your image in 
January. Loved ones will support 
your efforts and get out of your way 
when you don’t need them. Aries and 
Scorpio people adore you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 45, 30, 4, 22 and 14.

Dear Abby

Dear Abby: I married “Larry” 
five years ago, and he is good to 
me. I have two beautiful grand-
children who are my daughter’s. 
If I don’t see them once a week 
I miss them. (They are 2 1/2 and 
16 months old.) Larry doesn’t 
miss the babies or want to see 
them once a week. 

Sometimes when they come 
to the house, he doesn’t speak to 
them or play with them. He says 
he wants his peace and quiet at 
the house.

Larry’s great with the babies 
in public. He is also good about 
playing with our friends’ kids. 
But he doesn’t want the grand-
children to spend the night here 
because he doesn’t want his 
sleep disturbed. (He can get up 
at 4 a.m. to go fishing, though.)

He has two sons and doesn’t 
mind if he hears from them only 
twice a year. 

He’s the type of person who 
says what he thinks without 
caring if it’s rude or hurtful. If 
you don’t like him, he can live 
without being friends with you. 
No one comes to visit us at our 
home.

I miss my family, my daugh-
ter and the babies. 

Do I leave? 
— Unhappy 

in the Sunshine State
Dear Unhappy: If you are the 

one making all the concessions, 
make a list of Larry’s good qual-
ities, and then make one that 
includes how he refuses to com-
promise, makes you feel lonely 
and isolated, and says things 

without regard to whether they 
are hurtful to others. Place them 
side by side, and you will have 
your answer.

Dear Abby: Does being in-
vited to an engagement party 
“guarantee” you will also be in-
vited to the wedding? 

— Looking Ahead 
in Washington, D.C.

Dear Looking Ahead: Yes, it 
does. And for that not to happen 
is a HUGE breach of etiquette 
on the part of whoever is host-
ing the wedding, whether it’s 
the bride’s parents or the couple 
themselves.

Husband’s peace, quiet makes wife discontent

Crossword

ACROSS
 1 Lines at the 

checkout?
 5 Powdery mineral
 9 Org. for a 4-Down
 14 It may thicken
 15 Baseball’s Jesus or 

Moises
 16 “She loves you” 

followers, in song
 17 Some broadcasting 

equipment
 19 “Cut the chatter!”
 20 Hoopster Shaquille
 21 Woman in two Goya 

works
 23 Women’s org. based 

at Constitution Hall
 24 Brightly colored 

beetle
 27 Lincoln or Ford
 28 MPG watchdog
 29 Opposite of sweet
 30 Political patronage
 33 Proportion
 35 Swim competition
 36 Degrees of 

separation from 
actor Kevin, in a 
parlor game

 39 Common Oscar 
gown feature

 40 Anxious anticipation
 41 Dachshunds, 

familiarly

 44 One involved in a 
pickup

 47 __ carte
 48 Fourth grade?
 49 iPod accessories
 52 Sam Spade type
 53 Eye layer
 55 Roman fountain
 56 Not cool
 58 Obstinate, and 

what the other 
four longest puzzle 
answers are?

 61 Court figure
 62 Singer Adams
 63 Creepy thing
 64 “The Master 

Builder” playwright
 65 Go on and on
 66 Busy crawlers

DOWN
 1 Support
 2 Two-dimensional
 3 Funny business?
 4 Rescued one, 

hopefully
 5 Minute amount
 6 Baba of folklore
 7 Device with shuttles
 8 John who played 

Nixon in “The 
Butler”

 9 Bart Simpson 
catchphrase

 10 Salty expanse
 11 Person who caters to 

base interests
 12 Watch-Me-Grow fad
 13 Celestial
 18 Priestly garb
 22 Poke
 25 Until
 26 Cross the threshold
 31 Sonata movement
 32 Swamp thing
 33 Showers, say
 34 Followed, as a hunch
 36 Laundry room 

supplies
 37 Push
 38 Southwestern 

formation
 39 Dumb ending?
 41 ’60s dance
 42 Prepare to drag
 43 More profound
 44 Informed
 45 Pre-Christmas  

period
 46 Backs of singles
 50 GPS 

recommendation
 51 Cry to a diva
 54 Classic role for a diva
 57 Like the finale of 

Mendelssohn’s Violin 
Concerto

 59 Bathtub booze
 60 __ up: angry

Los Angeles Times

Wednesday’s 
puzzle answer

More games

Zits  By Jerry Scott and Jim Borgman

Family Circus  By Bill Keane Non Sequitur  By Wiley Miller

If you enjoy puzzles,  
check out these sites :

Crosswords 
LoHud.com/crossword

Sudoku 
LoHud.com/Sudoku

Gadzooku 
LoHudPets.com

Looking for 
something to do?
Search our events listings at  
www.lohud.com/calendar for all the 
latest happenings in the Lower Hudson 
Valley. Want to try a new restaurant? 
Check out our restaurant guide at
lohud.com/restaurants

Country singer Little Jimmy Dickens is 
93. Actress Cicely Tyson is 79. Former 
South Korean President Lee Myung-
bak is 72. Musician John McEuen 
is 68. Singer Janie Fricke is 66. Jazz 
musician Lenny White is 64. Actor Mike 
Lookinland is 53. Actress Jennifer Beals 
is 50. Actor Scott Cohen is 49.  
Actor Robert MacNaughton is 47. 

Magician Criss Angel is 46. 
Thought for Today: “I never could see 
why people were so happy about 
Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ because I 
never had any confidence that Scrooge 
was going to be different the next 
day.”
— Dr. Karl Menninger, American 
psychiatrist (1893-1990)

Write Dear Abby at www.
DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 
69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.
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