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Updated University Statement

San Antonio - The University of the Incarnate Word community is deeply saddened by 
the shooting that occurred on Friday, Dec. 6. We are awaiting the results of the Alamo 
Heights Police Department (AHPD) investigation.  The AHPD are primary investigators 
on the case with assistance from the Texas Rangers.

The university has waited to release details of the event so as not to interfere with the 
ongoing investigation. However, what we can currently confirm is that Cpl. Chris Carter, 
returning from a break while on shift, observed a driver on Broadway near the front of 
campus driving erratically at a high rate of speed. As a licensed peace officer who has 
met all qualifications set by the Texas Commission on Law Enforcement Officer 
Standards and Education (TCLEOSE) the same as all Texas peace officers, Carter was 
obligated to pull the suspect over to ensure the public’s safety. 

He followed the suspect who turned into the Treehouse Apartments. He radioed the 
university for assistance, however, he mistakenly identified his street location and the 
call was routed from Alamo Heights to the San Antonio Police Department. When further 
information was given it was determined he was within the boundaries of Alamo Heights 
and Alamo Heights PD were recalled. This caused a delay of several minutes in 
response.

During the wait for assistance the officer tried to restrain the suspect who repeatedly 
resisted. During the struggle, the officer attempted to subdue the suspect with his baton 
however; the baton was taken by the suspect who used it to hit the officer. The officer 
drew his firearm and was able to knock the baton from the suspect who continued to 
resist arrest.  Shots were fired. 

At no time during the incident did the suspect identify himself and there is no evidence 
that the officer had any knowledge of his student status or his place of residence.

UIW police carry steel batons and pepper spray in addition to their firearms. UIW police 
began carrying firearms 15 – 20 years ago for the protection of students, faculty and 
staff after the national increase in campus violence began. This is the first instance of a 
suspect shooting in UIW history.

UIW police vehicles are equipped with dash cams, however, the vehicle in use was 
added to the fleet two days prior. Southwest Public Safety had installed the camera but 
the change in temperature prevented the glue from setting and it had fallen off the 
evening before the incident. Officers had made arrangements to have it remounted. 



UIW is committed to a full and thorough investigation and are currently assisting the 
Alamo Heights Police Department in their investigation into the matter. The university is 
deeply upset over the loss of life regardless of the circumstances.
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CONTACT:    Debra Del Toro, UIW director of public relations, (210) 829-6001, 
ddeltoro@uiwtx.edu

The University of the Incarnate Word is a private liberal arts university with over 130 years of tradition educating diverse 
populations throughout the world within the context of faith. UIW is the largest Catholic University in the state and the 
fourth largest private university in Texas.  At UIW, we are committed to shaping good minds of strong character that will 
expand our world, and our universe. Nearly 80 degrees are offered to the over 9500 students at the undergraduate, 
graduate and doctoral levels. Students enjoy small classes and a close network of family-like relationships between 
students and professors. Committed to offering students a global experience, UIW continues to develop internationally 
and boasts a presence in Mexico and Germany as well as in San Antonio, and Corpus Christi. UIW is a leader in 
international education, with 127 “sister schools” in 41 countries. UIW is a ministry of the Sisters of Charity of the 
Incarnate Word.
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