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SCHOOL BOARD OF MANATEE COUNTY 

OFFICE OF PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS 

INVESTIGATORY REPORT 

 

 

Case Subject: Dwayne Strong 

Date of Birth: 09/17/1967 

Work Site:  Manatee High School 

Position:  Parent Liaison 

Date of Hire:  11/06/2007 

Union Member:   n/a 

Counsel:  Jose D. Estigarribia 
 

Case Type:                

Case Number:         13-2077         

Investigator:            Troy Pumphrey   

OPS File Opened:    September 30, 2013 

Date of Report:   November 13, 2013 

 

 

 

SECTION I 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

 

On or about September 30, 2013 this Investigator was handed an anonymous letter regarding the 

Manatee High School Baseball program. In said letter, it was alleged that Coach Dwayne Strong 

may have violated certain School Board and Florida State Statutes in his role as the head baseball 

coach at Manatee High School (MHS). As a result of the accusations contained in the letter, the 

Superintendent, Rick Mills has requested that the Office of Professional Standards conduct an 

inquiry into the Manatee High School Baseball program.  

 

On October 31, 2013, Dwayne Strong resigned from the School District of Manatee County. 
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SECTION II 

 

PERSONS INTERVIEWED: 

 

Veronica Bostic – Registrar, MHS 

Michael Boyer – Chief Financial Officer, SSC 

Bruce Braithwaite – President, MHS Baseball Boosters Association 

Daniel Carter – Former Assistant Baseball Coach, MHS 

Einar Diaz Sr. – Parent of MHS Baseball Player 

Lino Diaz – Parent of MHS Baseball Player 

Jose E. Estigarribia, Esq. – Attorney for Dwayne Strong 

Marcus Francis – Recreation Supervisor, Parks and Recreation Department 

Robert Gagnon – Former Principal, MHS 

Richard Glass – Former Assistant Baseball Coach, MHS 

Roma Glisson – Human Resource Analyst, SSC 

Dianne Goodson – School Accounting Specialist, SSC 

Joseph Kinnan – Athletic Director & Bookkeeper, MHS 

Daniel Lundeen – Supervisor of Student Demographics 

Peter Mackey, Esq. – Parent of MHS Baseball Player 

Dan Molter – Supporter of MHS Baseball Boosters Association 

Keltie O’Dell – Teacher, MHS 

Loyda Perez – Former Principal’s Secretary, MHS 

Jill Rocklein – Parent and MHS Baseball Booster 

Mike Rupp, Sr. – Parent of Former MHS Baseball Player  

Don Sauer – Principal, MHS 

Cindy Shreves – Parent of Former MHS Baseball Player 

Mitchell Shreves – Former MHS Baseball Player 

Lisa Souris – Parent of MHS Baseball Player 

Brian Stephens – Assistant Baseball Coach, MHS 

Dwayne Strong – Former Head Baseball Coach, MHS 

Neil Taylor, Esq. – Attorney for Jill Rocklein 

Eileen Trace – Bookkeeper, MHS 
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SECTION III 

 

REPORT OF FINDINGS: 

 

Certification: 

 

On March 10, 2010 Dwayne Strong entered into an annual contract with Manatee High School 1 

for employment as a physical education teacher. At the time of hire, Strong possessed a 2 

Temporary Florida Teacher’s Certificate No. 679464, valid from July 01, 2009 to June 30, 2012. 3 

On June 30, 2012 the temporary educator’s certificate expired and Strong was reassigned to the 4 

position of ‘Parent Liaison’.  5 

 

Area of concern: 

 

On October 16, 2013 the Investigator met with Joseph Kinnan, the athletic director, bookkeeper 6 

and head football coach at Manatee High School. During the interview, Kinnan was asked to 7 

explain his responsibilities as the athletic director. Kinnan stated in part that as the athletic 8 

director he is responsible for oversight of the entire athletic program which includes certification 9 

and compliance over coaches and staff.  The Investigator then asked whether Kinnan had 10 

knowledge that Dwayne Strong coached during the 2012/13 baseball season without the required 11 

State Board of Education Certificate. Kinnan stated that each year he submits a list of all MHS 12 

coaches to Roma Glisson, the human resource analyst with the School District of Manatee 13 

County. Glisson then notifies Kinnan of compliance issues to include coaching certifications. 14 

Kinnan stated that he was not notified by Glisson that Strong had any certification issues and that 15 

Kinnan relied on Glisson to inform him if there were any issues. Below is a portion of the 16 

recorded interview between this Investigator and Kinnan: 17 

 

Q: Mr. Kinnan, what is your position with the School District of Manatee County? 18 

A: I’m the Athletic Director and Business Manager of Manatee High School 19 
 

Q: And as the athletic director what are your duties? 20 

A: My duties are to oversee all the athletic programs at the direction of the principal and being, 21 

you know, as far as scheduling, contracts, game contracts that are affiliated with the FHSAA, 22 

you know, all things associated with athletics. 23 

 

Q: Is one on your responsibilities to monitor your coaches and to assure that they are current on 24 

their credentials? 25 

A: Yes it is 26 

 

Q: Are you responsible for making sure your coaches all have their CPR certifications each year? 27 

A: Yes 28 

 

Q: And, how about their athletic certifications each year? 29 

A: Yes. We give that information to Roma Glisson in personnel to make certain that everything 30 

is up to date.   31 
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Q: Has the principal given you the responsibility to assure that your coaches have met the 32 

minimum qualifications as per the school district and the Florida High School Athletic 33 

Association rules and regulations? 34 

A: Yes. I’m his designee 35 

 

Q: Do know whether your baseball Coach Strong has an active certificate to coach? 36 

A: According, I get that information from Ms. Glisson, he was active last year. Again, she sends 37 

me an update every year. 38 

 

Q: So your understanding is that he is certified to coach last year and this year? 39 

A:  Well, I don’t know about this year, I would have to, I don’t have that information in front of 40 

me.  We’ve got 50 something coaches.  We have some people that needed to get something done 41 

by January of this year.  The people that coach in the fall and the winter, you know, have already 42 

done what they’re supposed to do. 43 

 

Q: What is the ladies name that you said is… 44 

A: Roma Glisson 45 

 

Q: Roma Glisson? 46 

A: Yeah, she sends us, we send her a list of our coaches and she sends back a spreadsheet stating 47 

this is what they have, this is what is needed.  We then give that information to each individual. 48 

 

Q: Okay, and where does she work? 49 

A: She works for the school district I think she’s in personnel 50 

 

Q: I’m gonna show you something here and I’d like you to tell me what this is. 51 

A: That is a temporary educator’s certificate 52 

 

Q: Let me refer you down here, who is the name on the certificate… 53 

A: Dwayne Strong 54 

 

Q: What are the dates on the certificate? 55 

A: July 1, 2009 to 2012 56 

 

Q: What month of 2012? 57 

A: June 30
th

 58 

 

Q: Based on this temporary educator’s certificate, Coach Strong’s certification ran out in June 59 

30, 2012. Were you aware of that? 60 

A: To be a teacher, he was a temporary only.  It was not a coaching endorsement.  We have other 61 

coaches that do not teach which with the FHSAA you don’t have to be a certified teacher in 62 

which to coach. 63 
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Q: Coach Strong was the head baseball coach? 64 

A: Yes 65 

 

Q: You’re saying that Coach Strong per the Department of Education does not need a 66 

certification to coach? 67 

A: Not a teaching certification, he’d need a coaching certification which a lot of our, we have 68 

other coaches that do not teach that are head coaches, assistant coaches that they get a coaching 69 

endorsement, an application that they fill out. 70 

 

Q: And, do you know whether Coach Strong has a coaching certification? 71 

A: As far as I would’ve known it would have been, I assumed he had being the information was 72 

sent to Ms. Glisson.  I mean, I didn’t even know, I knew he had been a teacher for one year but 73 

then was no longer a teacher, was not a teacher last year. 74 

 

Q: And, your responsibilities as the athletic director is to ensure that you have coaches on the 75 

field that have their proper certifications, is that correct? 76 

A: Yes, we send that information. Again, I don’t see the teacher’s certification etc. We give it to 77 

personnel and they do all the checking on it for us and get back to us and let us know this is what 78 

is needed. 79 

 

Q: Okay, let me just be clear, do you know whether Coach Strong has a coach’s certification in 80 

order to coach baseball or any other sport? 81 

A: My understanding is that he did have that. 82 

 

On Tuesday October 22, 2013 at 7:53AM, the Investigator received an email from Dwayne 83 

Strong and Joe Kinnan which included an original message dated Friday September 27, 2013 84 

4:58PM. Below is the original message sent from Kinnan to Strong: 85 
 

----- Original Message ----- 86 

  

From:  Joe Kinnan Friday, September 27, 2013 4:58:57 PM 87 

Subject: BB 88 

To:  Dwayne Strong 89 

Strong, Dwayne B V Baseball CPR /FA cards expire 8-17-2013* NEEDS TO APPLY FOR 90 

ATHLETIC COACHING CERTIFICATE. HIS TEACHING CERTIFICATE EXPIRE. NEEDS TO 91 

RENEW CPR/FA 92 

                                   

Based on the above email, it appeared that Coach Kinnan became aware of the expired 93 

certification for Strong at or around September 27, 2013. On Tuesday October 22, 2013 at 94 

10:55AM, the Investigator sent the following email to Kinnan: 95 

 

“Coach, Thanks for the email copy of an email between you and Coach Strong related to you 96 

notifying him that his certificate was expired. The email you sent me is dated September 27, 2013 97 

4:58:57pm. The emails in my possession are between Roma Glisson and you. These emails were 98 

sent to you by Roma Glisson on Friday November 2, 2012 @ 2:11:50pm and again on Tuesday 99 



      

 

 

   

 8 

 

July 30, 2013 @ 9:25:58am. Both of these emails were notifying you that Coach Strong did not 100 

have a current certificate to coach.” 101 

 

Question: “Did you relay this information to Coach Strong on or about November 2, 2012, or at 102 

any time prior to or during the 2012/13 baseball season?” 103 

 

“Please respond at your earliest opportunity.” 104 

 

On Tuesday October 22, 2013 @ 1:52PM, the Investigator received the following email from 105 

Coach Kinnan: 106 

 

“Received from Roma Glisson July 12, 2012 spreadsheet with information regarding all MHS 107 

coaches. I forwarded that email on July 17, 2012 to all MHS head coaches and all MHS 108 

assistant football coaches. I have documentation that email was forwarded. Below is from the 109 

spreadsheet on Dwayne Strong for that date.”  110 

STRONG, DWAYNE BVBB Ok, CPR /FA cards expire 8-17-2013 111 

 

“Received from Roma Glisson November 2, 2012 spreadsheet with updated information 112 

regarding all MHS coaches. Below is from the spreadsheet on Dwayne Strong for that date.” 113 

STRONG, DWAYNE BVBB Ok, CPR /FA cards expire 8-17-2013 NEEDS TO APPLY FOR 114 

ATHLETIC COACHING CERTIFICATE.  HE LET HIS TEACHING CERTIFICATE 115 
EXPIRE. 116 

 

“My normal procedure is to cut and paste the information of anything still missing from a 117 

coaches file and give it to the coach, usually by email. I thought I had given Dwayne Strong this 118 

information. However, I have no documentation that he received that information from me. 119 

 

Because Dwayne Strong had been fingerprinted and had valid CPR and First Aid cards he was 120 

qualified to coach. However, because he never applied for a coaching certificate he was not 121 

qualified to be a paid coach. I regret this oversight as there was never any intention to 122 

circumvent the rules. If you feel it is appropriate, I will see that the Manatee County School 123 

District be reimbursed for Dwayne Strong's baseball supplement for the 2012-13 school year.” 124 

 

On or about October 28, 2013, the Investigator located an email sent from Coach Kinnan to 125 

Coach Strong. The email confirms that on Friday November 2, 2012, Kinnan notified Strong via 126 

email that Strong’s certification had expired. Based on the information obtained, Strong coached 127 

varsity boy’s baseball at Manatee High School for the entire 2012/13 season without a valid 128 

certification, as is required by Florida State Statutes. Although Coach Kinnan was fully aware 129 

that Strong’s certification had expired, Kinnan allowed Strong to coach.  As per Kinnan’s 130 

statement; “Because Dwayne Strong had been fingerprinted and had valid CPR and First Aid 131 

cards he was qualified to coach.” The mere fact that Strong was paid a coaching supplement for 132 

the 2012/13 baseball season refutes Kinnan’s statement that Strong was working as a volunteer 133 

coach. As per Florida Statute 1012.55, because Strong is an employee of the School District of 134 

Manatee County, he is not able to coach in any capacity without the applicable certification. 135 
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1012.55   Positions for which certificates required. -  136 
(b) Each person employed or occupying a position as school supervisor, school principal, 137 
teacher, library media specialist, school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which 138 
the employee serves in an instructional capacity, in any public school of any district of this 139 
state shall hold the certificate required by law and by rules of the State Board of Education 140 
in fulfilling the requirements of the law for the type of service rendered. Such positions 141 
include personnel providing direct instruction to students through a virtual environment or 142 
through a blended virtual and physical environment. 143 
 

2)(a) Each person who is employed and renders service as an athletic coach in any public 144 
school in any district of this state shall hold a valid temporary or professional certificate or 145 
an athletic coaching certificate. The athletic coaching certificate may be used for either part-146 
time or full-time positions. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to any athletic 147 
coach who voluntarily renders service and who is not employed by any public school district 148 
of this state. 149 
 

On October 1, 2013, the Investigator becomes aware that while taking teacher certification 150 

courses at St. Petersburg College, Strong paid a MHS student to write a paper.  As a result of this 151 

information, the Investigator conducted an interview with Richard Glass, a former MHS assistant 152 

baseball coach. During the interview, the Investigator asked Glass if he had knowledge that 153 

Strong paid a student to write a paper for him. Glass described a conference call with Coach 154 

Danny Carter and a former MHS baseball player by the name of Mitchell Shreves. During the 155 

conference call, Shreves tells Glass and Carter that Strong paid him to write two papers. Shreves 156 

stated that Strong paid him $80.00. Shreves who graduated in 2011, played baseball at MHS for 157 

Strong. 158 

 

Below are the questions posed to Coach Glass during a recorded interview: 159 

 

Q: The first question I want to ask you is if you remember a conversation with a student by the 160 

name of Mitchell Shreves? 161 

A: He played for me 162 

 

Q: Where did he play for you? 163 

A: At Manatee High School 164 

 

Q: Do you remember a three way conversation between you…. 165 

A: And Danny Carter, the other assistant coach, yes I do. 166 

 

Q: Can you tell me about that conversation? 167 

A: That, I mean that was two summers ago.  That was my last summer at Manatee High School 168 

before I decided to step away from Manatee and go search for different coaching ventures.  169 

Mitchell called me in regards to doing some course work at the time for Coach Strong, who was 170 

my boss and Danny’s boss.  Danny and I were his two assistants on varsity.  It was in regard to 171 

him doing some school work for Dwayne for his alternative certification and he called me and 172 

told me that Dwayne, well he first called me and asked me, you know, Dwayne pretty much 173 

pressured him into doing some course work for him because Dwayne for whatever reason didn’t 174 

want to do it himself.  Let’s just be honest, he was over extended, we had five teams that 175 
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summer.  I had a team, Danny Carter had a team, then there was a team combined with Sarasota 176 

and two other teams.  On top of that we did a camp, which was six weeks during the summer 177 

Monday – Thursday, 8:30-11:30 for six straight weeks.  The only day off was Friday and we 178 

played games every other weekend.  Dwayne was trying to do all that while trying to take the 179 

alternative certification program through I want to say St. Pete College and for whatever reason, 180 

Dwayne didn’t think he could do the work so he did ask other people to do it and he offered 181 

Mitch money to do it.  I told Mitch don’t do it, don’t do it.  He did it anyways and Dwayne paid 182 

him a really, really, really, really cheap amount of money for the amount of work that Mitch did 183 

for him and Danny and I both told Mitch, you’re an idiot.   184 

 

Q: Do you remember how much? 185 

A:  It was like 80 bucks and I mean he wrote a lot.  It was more than 2 pages and they were 200 186 

words each. 187 

 

Q: Was this for a district certification? 188 

A: Dwayne had a temporary teaching certificate.  His certificate had run out and he was in a 189 

panic.  We were in the middle of post season run.  We had just come off of making it to the final 190 

four the year previous so we had a lot of guys back so we had a really good shot of winning the 191 

state title and it was right around that time he found out.  He was notified by the District that his 192 

temporary teaching certificate was done and his contract was not going to be renewed. He had to 193 

take those courses which I had to take because I wasn’t you know, and that’s when he came to 194 

me and asked me, Rich, I need your help, can you help me find a program.  So, I while we’re all 195 

sitting in the clubhouse, me, Dwayne and Danny, I was making phone calls looking up places for 196 

him and I found St Pete Junior College for him.  So, yeah it was to get his teaching certificate 197 

classes.   198 

 

On or about October 2, 2013 the Investigator contacted Mitchell Shreves by phone. After being 199 

questioned about writing papers for Strong, Shreve’s adamantly denied the accusations. Shreve’s 200 

stated that he never wrote a paper for Strong nor did he ever receive money from Strong. 201 

 

On Friday October 4, 2013 @ 6:26pm, the Investigator received a phone call from Shreves. 202 

During the phone call, Shreves stated; “yea, I wrote some papers for Coach Strong.” 203 

The following questions and answers followed: 204 

 

Q:  Did you write two papers? 205 

A: No, I wrote four papers? 206 

 

Q: Were you paid for writing the papers? 207 

A: Yea, I got some money 208 

 

Q: How much? 209 

A: Eighty Dollars 210 

The Investigator contacted Danny Carter, former baseball coach at MHS by phone. During the 211 

phone interview, Carter confirmed the conference call with Glass and Shreves, where Shreves 212 

stated that he wrote papers for Strong and was paid $80.00 to do so. 213 
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On October 21, 2013 the Investigator interviewed Dwayne Strong, the head baseball coach at 214 

Manatee High School. During the interview, Strong admits that Shreves wrote two papers for 215 

him but states, “It could have been more.” Strong also stated that Shreves graduated from MHS 216 

the year prior to writing the papers, and that Shreves was serving as Strong’s tutor. Strong stated 217 

that the papers were submitted to St. Petersburg College for a grade. 218 

 

Based on the circumstances surrounding this issue, there is a clear admission of plagiarism by 219 

Coach Strong. Plagiarism as defined is the appropriation, buying, receiving as a gift, or obtaining 220 

by any means another’s work and the submission of it as one’s own academic work offered for 221 

credit.  222 
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Conflicting Employment or Contractual Relationship: 

  

On or about October 1, 2013, the Investigator received information that the Manatee High 223 

School Baseball Boosters Association turned over $16,000.00 from its external accounts to the 224 

MHS General Athletic Account. The money was turned over in order to end the relationship 225 

between Coach Strong and the Manatee Baseball Boosters. Allegedly, Strong was placing undue 226 

pressure on the boosters for money. The requests for money were as a result of a prior agreement 227 

made between Strong and former principal Robert Gagnon. The Investigator also received 228 

complaints that parents were feeling pressured to bring their kids to 5 Tools Baseball Instruction 229 

as part of their commitment to the MHS baseball program. 230 

 

Area of Concern: 

 

After review of the MHS internal athletic accounts, it became necessary to recommend a freeze 231 

of all MHS Baseball accounts. The athletic ledger at MHS showed four payments to 5 Tools 232 

Baseball Instruction, Inc., in the amount of $1,500.00 each. The invoices were prepared by 233 

Coach Strong and signed by Strong, Kinnan and Principal Sauer on each of the four occasions. In 234 

addition to the four payments made to 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc. was a Contract for 235 

Services between Manatee High School and 5 Tools Baseball. Also part of the contract for 236 

services was an IRS Form W-9 in the name of Dwayne Strong and 5 Tools Baseball Instruction. 237 

The dates of service of the contract are June 1, 2013 to December 31, 2013. The total contract 238 

amount is not to exceed $10,500.00.   239 

 

After review of the MHS internal accounts, the Investigator met with Principal Sauer and Coach 240 

Kinnan. During the meeting, the Investigator asked for an explanation for the purpose of 5 Tools 241 

Baseball Instruction, Inc. Coach Kinnan stated that the monies being paid is for a membership 242 

fee and that there was no contract. Kinnan also stated that 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., is 243 

available to the entire MHS student body. The statements made by Kinnan are found to be 244 

inaccurate. First, there was a contract in place between MHS and 5 Tools Baseball Inc., as 245 

referenced by the ‘School Board of Manatee County Contract for Services dated October 2, 2009 246 

and again on May 17, 2013. Kinnan stated that 5 Tools Instruction, Inc., is available to the entire 247 

MHS student population. The ‘services to be provided’ section of the contract states; ‘Monthly 248 

memberships for batting cages for members of the baseball program at Manatee High.’ The 249 

invoices submitted each month by Strong states in the description; ‘Monthly membership for 250 

baseball players.’ 251 

 

On October 8, 2013 the Investigator received a follow-up letter from Bruce Braithwaite, 252 

President of the Manatee High School Baseball Boosters Association. In the letter, Braithwaite 253 

stated that during the football season in 2009, former principal Robert Gagnon contacted him and 254 

stated that he wanted to discuss providing funds to 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., for the 255 

MHS baseball players. Allegedly, the parents felt that their kids were being pressured to attend 5 256 

Tools Baseball on a regular basis to work on their hitting fundamentals for the upcoming 257 

baseball season. Some of the parents were complaining that they could not afford to pay for their 258 

sons to attend 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., and they felt that the boys were being penalized 259 
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by the coach because they were not seen at the facility. Gagnon stated that in order to avoid any 260 

controversy regarding 5 Tools Baseball; he wanted the MHS Baseball Boosters to provide a 261 

check for $5,000.00 to Manatee High School so it would appear that the money came from the 262 

school. Braithwaite further stated that the Manatee High School Baseball Boosters met and 263 

agreed to honor Gagnon’s request under the condition that the money would be used for the 264 

primary baseball season first and the summer and fall programs second. 5 Tools Baseball 265 

Instruction, Inc., is owned by MHS Baseball Coach Dwayne Strong.  266 

 

On March 6, 2013, Braithwaite met with Joe Kinnan to discuss 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, 267 

Inc., and other issues regarding Manatee Baseball. During the meeting, Braithwaite informed 268 

Kinnan about issues provided to him by parents and other individuals involving Coach Strong. 269 

Amongst other things, Braithwaite tells Kinnan that Strong paid former players to complete 270 

assignments for him and that parent’s had complained that the kids were being required to attend 271 

5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., on Sundays. Braithwaite stated that he and Kinnan discussed a 272 

recent request by Strong for a $10,000.00 payment to 5 Tools Baseball for the current season and 273 

that the Baseball boosters had already provided two checks to 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., 274 

totaling $5,000.00. Kinnan told Braithwaite that he would pass on the concerns regarding Strong 275 

paying former players to complete assignments for him, and that any future disbursements to 5 276 

Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., must be paid directly from the school. Kinnan apologized to 277 

Braithwaite for not communicating that the payments to 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., were 278 

to be handled as originally structured, but offered that with the selection of a new principal and 279 

other issues regarding Manatee High School, it was an oversight. Lastly, Braithwaite told Kinnan 280 

that some parents had to pay $750.00 while other parents weren’t being asked to pay at all to 281 

participate in the summer and fall baseball programs. Braithwaite stated that he informed Kinnan 282 

of the situation in the event that Kinnan was approached by some concerned parents regarding 283 

the situation. 284 

 

On October 16, 2013 the Investigator conducted an interview with Robert Gagnon, former 285 

principal at MHS regarding the arrangement with 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., that was 286 

initiated while Gagnon was the principal at MHS. During the interview, Gagnon was asked if he 287 

was aware of any complaints from parents, that because they could not afford to attend 5 Tools 288 

Baseball Instruction, Inc., there was some negative implications for playing baseball at MHS. 289 

Gagnon stated that he remembered concerns regarding the appearance of a ‘pay to play.’  290 

Gagnon further stated that he brought those concerns to Kinnan and that Gagnon was not sure 291 

how Kinnan worked it out. Gagnon stated that he did direct Coach Strong that no students on the 292 

varsity baseball team should be paying to attend 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc. The 293 

Investigator asked Gagnon if he remembered a conversation between him and Braithwaite where 294 

he allegedly asked Braithwaite to send money to MHS so that MHS could pay 5 Tools Baseball 295 

Instruction, Inc., using internal MHS accounts. Gagnon stated that any arrangement between the 296 

baseball boosters, MHS and 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., was an arrangement put together 297 

by Coach Kinnan who is the athletic director and business manager at MHS. The Investigator 298 

also asked Gagnon whether he had any concern that the head baseball coach was also the owner 299 

of a private baseball facility. Gagnon responded that, if it was approved by his athletic director 300 

and business manager (Joe Kinnan), who is familiar with Florida High School Athletic 301 

Association (FHSAA) rules and knows the governing rules at Manatee High School regarding 302 
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booster organizations; if he was aware of it, it would not have been a concern of Gagnon because 303 

he would have questioned Kinnan on whether it could be done. 304 

 

During the interview with Coach Strong, the Investigator asked for clarification regarding the use 305 

of the GT Bray baseball field. There was a concern that baseball players were being required to 306 

be at the 5 Tools Baseball facilities after completing their regularly scheduled in-season baseball 307 

practices at GT Bray. The Investigator was told that while the GT Bray baseball facilities had its 308 

own batting cages, Strong was reluctant to allow the cages to be reconditioned. It was suggested 309 

that the reason for not allowing the cages to be upgraded is due to the fact that Strong wanted the 310 

players at 5 Tools for extra batting and pitching practice. Strong denied these allegations and 311 

offered that because GT Bray is a public park, he needed to have both JV and Varsity practices 312 

completed by 6:15pm. Because of the time restrictions, Strong would invite the players to 5 313 

Tools for additional batting practice. Strong stated that there was no contract between MHS and 314 

GT Bray that he merely worked out practice times between the MHS team and the little leagues. 315 

 

The Investigator obtained a copy of the Manatee County Athletic Facility Rental-Event 316 

Application between Manatee High School and the Parks and Recreation Department/Athletics 317 

Division. The contract clearly outlines the dates and times for MHS Baseball usage. As per the 318 

contract, MHS has use of the GT Bray baseball field from 3pm – 8pm, Monday through Friday 319 

and Saturday from 9am – 1pm.  320 

 

In a December 12, 2012 email between Strong and B.T. Mastin II, the recreation coordinator for 321 

the Parks & Recreation Department, Strong writes: 322 

 

 “B.T. I have enclosed a game schedule for both JV and Varsity baseball games.  323 

 Our practice schedule is as follows: We start practice on January 14 and it runs 324 

 May 20
th

. Our practice times will start at 2:30pm until 8:00pm Monday through 325 

 Friday and Saturdays 9:00am until 1:00pm. Once the season starts we will work  326 

 with Mark Richardson on the times to allow them to have the field. I will let you  327 

 know the dates. We will scrimmage at 7:00pm on a couple Wednesday’s prior to 328 

 the season starting. Thank you for all you do?” 329 

 

The Investigator located two emails to support Strong’s explanation for limited practice times at 330 

GT Bray Park. Below are the contents of said emails: 331 

 

 Dec. 17, 2012 332 

 From: Dwayne Strong  333 

To: Bert Mastin 334 

  

Okay, I’m not quite understanding this schedule with regards to these tournaments.  335 

As I understand it we have priority over the facility during the season per the inter-  336 

local agreement? Is this true?If so why do we have to scale back our practice time  337 

during the season? Trying to understand the agreement. I have always worked with 338 

Little League and will do whatever is best, but I need to understand this agreement  339 

Better. Thanks! 340 
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 Dec. 17, 2012 341 

 From: Marcus Francis 342 

 To: Dwayne Strong 343 

 Cc: Bert Mastin 344 

 

 “We are not asking you to scale back and hopefully this E-mail is nothing more than 345 

 A “could” E-mail. 346 

 The Tournaments BT sent you are County Sponsored Tournaments that the County  347 

 has been involved with over the past few years. As of late, the need for Big Fields  348 

has increased with teams having to be turned away due to lack of field space. 349 

Currently you are the only school team that practices on Saturday, if others 350 

Followed it would limit our field space availability and create a major issue  351 

with the tournaments. For that reason we felt it was best to establish an  352 

understanding with you that could be passed off to others, if they were to  353 

request additional space.” 354 

 

The emails between Strong and the recreation coordinator suggest that the only limits to field use 355 

would have impacted a Saturday practice, not the Monday through Friday 2:30pm – 8:00pm 356 

practices as outlined in the December 12, 2012 email from Strong to Mastin. 357 

 

During the interview, Strong was asked to explain the relationship between 5 Tools Baseball 358 

Instruction, Inc., and MHS. Strong stated that he entered into an agreement to provide services 359 

whereby any kid who attended Manatee High School that wanted to play baseball had the ability 360 

to come in and use the facility at any time. The Investigator asked whether there was a fee for the 361 

MHS baseball players to work out at 5 Tools Baseball Instruction, Inc., and Strong replied; “the 362 

school takes care of the fee, there is not anything directly to me.” The Investigator then asked 363 

Strong to explain how the relationship was established between him and MHS. Strong replied; 364 

“Right when I first got the job there was some issues in regards to kids coming and paying so we 365 

entered into an agreement which allowed any kid whose in Manatee High School to come and 366 

use the facility at no cost to them, the booster club pays for the membership.” Strong adds the 367 

following statement; “Back in 2009 when I first became the coach, there were kids coming there 368 

to hit and there was an allegation at that time was made and we went through with coach Kinnan 369 

and made an agreement that any kid who wants to play baseball at Manatee High School has the 370 

ability and the boosters club would pay the fee to the Sandlot @ 5 Tools.” The Investigator then 371 

asked Strong; “What were the allegations.” Strong replied, “That the kids that were going there 372 

were the only kids that were playing.” Strong stated that he did not make it mandatory for 373 

players to come to 5 Tools after baseball practice, though he would tell the player’s that he 374 

would be at 5 Tools after practice, and if they wanted to get more work in, they were welcome to 375 

come over. Though Strong’s statement is that he didn’t make 5 Tools  mandatory for his baseball 376 

players, on at least two separate occasions the Investigator received information that on Tuesday 377 

evenings, Strong required the pitchers to be at 5 Tools for ‘bull pin’ to get additional work. 378 

Strong in his own statement admits that last year was a very difficult time for his team and that 379 

on at least one occasion he admits making a statement to his team that if they come to 5 Tools to 380 

get batting practice, the team would show improvement. Strong stated that the team couldn’t get 381 
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extra work at Bray Field because there were no lights; but at 5 Tools Baseball facilities they 382 

could be there all night.  Strong stated that the team lost nine games in a row and were struggling 383 

so he said to the players, “yea, I told the guys, if you guys come to get some extra work, we’ll 384 

get better.” 385 

 

Later in the interview, Strong was asked again to clarify the arrangement between MHS and 5 386 

Tools Baseball, Inc. During this line of questions, Strong stated that a conversation took place 387 

between Kinnan and Gagnon and that Strong was not part of the initial conversation. As a result 388 

of the conversation between Kinnan and Gagnon, Gagnon called Strong into his office and told 389 

Strong that they had come to the conclusion that they were going to pay 5 Tools a blanket fee 390 

that gives any kid the opportunity to come to 5 Tools Baseball facilities. Strong stated that during 391 

that time there was a membership fee to use the 5 Tools facility and some kids paid the fee but 392 

some didn’t. Strong stated that regardless of whether the kids paid or not, as long as the kids 393 

wanted to get better, he would allow the kids to come in and workout. The agreed upon price for 394 

the MHS baseball players to use the 5 Tools facilities was $5,000.00 per year (10 months). The 395 

price was negotiated between Strong and Gagnon. Strong further stated that part of the decision 396 

for MHS to pay 5 Tools Baseball was because the baseball team didn’t have a place to practice in 397 

the off-season. GT Bray Park required the baseball team to pay for field usage during the off 398 

season. Strong stated that because MHS doesn’t have its own field, 5 Tools Baseball facilities 399 

gave the players someplace to work out; and that MHS Baseball is the only program in town 400 

without its own facilities. When Strong was asked if he received complaints from the baseball 401 

boosters related to his constant requests for money, Strong stated “yes, because there was an 402 

agreement in place, or I would have just stopped the kids from coming there all together.” Strong 403 

was also asked if prior to being suspended from coaching in October 2013, if the MHS baseball 404 

players were practicing together. Strong stated that the team worked out at the 5 Tools facility on 405 

Monday through Thursday, and that the workouts included agility, strength training, hitting, 406 

fielding and throwing. Strong also stated that he was unaware that team workouts in the off-407 

season are a violation of Florida High School Athletic Association(FHSAA) rules, because his 408 

understanding is that as long as his team is registered under a sanctioned organization, they could 409 

in fact practice in the off-season. Strong stated that the MHS baseball team was sanctioned under 410 

‘Nations Baseball’ during the off-season. Strong stated that he has a contract with Nations 411 

Baseball who is the sanctioning body for his tournaments. The Investigator was able to locate the 412 

website for Nations Baseball and there was no official registration for the Manatee Baseball Club 413 

team for 2011 or 2012. The Manatee Baseball Club Team was last registered with Nations 414 

Baseball in 2010. When the Investigator shared the information, Strong stated that he 415 

participated under the American Legion and that with regards to Nations Baseball; he registered 416 

the team on October 20, 2013 for the fall season so that the team could play in an upcoming 417 

tournament. Strong stated that he played in five or six tournaments over the summer with the 418 

MHS baseball team, but though the tournaments were hosted by different people, they were all 419 

insured through the American Legion Baseball.   420 
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Ineligible Baseball Players 

 

During the summer of the 2011/12 school year, Strong admits that he allowed a seventh grade 421 

student to participate with the MHS baseball team in a summer league baseball game. Strong 422 

stated that he thought the student had finished the eighth grade and was entering into the ninth 423 

grade at MHS. Strong stated that when he discovered the student was only in the seventh grade, 424 

he removed the student from the team. The students name is Ricky Reyes. Strong is friends with 425 

the father of the student who is also the groundskeeper for the GT Bray baseball field. Student 426 

Reyes is a ninth grader now at MHS. 427 

 

Also, during the summer of 2011/12 a student by the name of Einar Diaz participated on the 428 

MHS summer baseball team. Student Diaz began the process for enrollment into MHS, but never 429 

completed the process as per the Registrar, Veronica Bostic. In addition, student Einar Diaz 430 

returned to his home in South Carolina after playing with the MHS baseball team the entire 431 

summer. Student Einar Diaz is the cousin of a MHS baseball player by the name of Chase Diaz.  432 

 

During the summer of 2012/13 school year, student, Einar Diaz participated again with the MHS 433 

summer baseball team. Student Einar Diaz played with the MHS team the entire summer after 434 

which time he enrolled at MHS on August 6, 2013. Student Einar Diaz participated with MHS 435 

baseball without completing the required athletic paperwork as per the athletic director, Joe 436 

Kinnan. Student Einar Diaz completed his physical on August 12, 2013 and signed the FHSAA 437 

EL3 on September 2, 2013. Based on the interview, Strong was under the impression that student 438 

Diaz was enrolled at MHS. Strong stated that this information was given to him by Loyda Perez, 439 

who served as the principal’s secretary at MHS during that time. Loyda Perez is friends with the 440 

Diaz family and is also listed in school records as an emergency contact for student Einar Diaz.   441 

 

During the interview with Loyda Perez, Perez stated that student Einar Diaz was enrolled at 442 

MHS when he participated in summer ball with the MHS baseball team. Perez stated that student 443 

Einar Diaz was approved for a hardship placement and was given a schedule for the upcoming 444 

school year. MHS Registrar, Veronica Bostic refutes Perez statement. Bostic explains that during 445 

the course of the summer, Perez was handling the paperwork for student Diaz and relaying to 446 

Bostic that certain documents had been received. Bostic stated that as the Registrar, it was 447 

Bostics responsibility to determine whether student Diaz met all of the requirements for 448 

enrollment into MHS. Bostic explains that though Perez may have assumed the student was 449 

enrolled, there were still outstanding documents needed to complete his enrollment. Student Diaz 450 

never returned to MHS to complete his enrollment until August 6, 2013, a year later. Student 451 

Diaz participated with the MHS baseball team for two summers prior to enrolling at MHS. 452 

Student Diaz participated without the required FHSAA documentation as well.  453 

 

As per former assistant baseball coach Danny Carter, Strong runs a summer camp every year. 454 

The high school aged kids who attended the camp were incoming freshman and current MHS 455 

baseball players.  Carter further stated that during the off-season, the MHS baseball team 456 

practiced every Monday-Thursday from 3:15pm – 6:30pm. Strong confirmed Carter’s statement 457 

during his interview, but offered the practice times are from 3:30pm- 5:30pm. The workouts 458 

included agility and strength training, batting, pitching and catching. The only persons attending 459 
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the 5 Tools facility during the hours stated above are MHS baseball players. Strong stated that 460 

practices and camps are not mandatory between June and December. Strong was asked whether a 461 

player that does not participate at his camp is able to play in tournaments on the weekends. 462 

Strong responded that the camps are used as practice time for his players and that if they don’t 463 

show up for camp; they aren’t able to play in games on the weekends. Strong stated that there are 464 

exceptions to the rule. 465 
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Mishandling of Funds 

 

The Office of Professional Standards received a letter of concern questioning the accountability 466 

of funds collected from the concession stand at MHS baseball games. The allegation was that 467 

money from the concession stand was turned over to Coach Strong but not deposited into the 468 

Manatee Baseball Booster account or the MHS baseball general athletic account.   469 

 

During an interview with Bruce Braithwaite, the president and bookkeeper for the Manatee 470 

Baseball Boosters Association, the Investigator requested an accounting report for the booster 471 

association from 2010-2013. The purpose of the request was to reconcile the checks deposited 472 

from MHS baseball concessions with the dates of the home baseball games. Braithwaite 473 

surrendered the accounting reports to the Investigator for review.  474 

 

Area of Concern 

 

After reviewing the Manatee Boosters Accounting Report, the Investigator noted the last deposit 475 

into the booster account for concession sales was March 8, 2013. The information was confirmed 476 

by Braithwaite who stated that after the March 8, 2013 date there were remaining games where 477 

concessions were sold, but no money was turned over for deposit. Braithwaite continued to 478 

explain a prior conversation he had with Danny Carter who at the time of the incident was the 479 

assistant varsity baseball coach at MHS. After a baseball game, Carter was handed a bag of 480 

money from a parent who was working the concession stand. Coach Strong was not able to be at 481 

the game, but gave specific instructions to turn the concession money over to Carter. Carter had a 482 

conversation with Braithwaite, who volunteered to take possession of the funds and make the 483 

deposit into the booster account. Carter told Braithwaite that he’d feel more comfortable 484 

delivering the money directly to Strong, as instructed. Carter eventually handed the money over 485 

to Strong. Approximately one week later, Carter and Braithwaite met for lunch. During the lunch 486 

Braithwaite asked Carter about the money. Carter was a bit surprised to hear that the money was 487 

never turned over to Braithwaite to be deposited into the booster account.  488 

 

The Investigator contacted the MHS bookkeeper Eileen Trace for a copy of the MHS internal 489 

athletic accounting reports. The Investigator inspected the reports in their entirety including the 490 

general athletic accounts and MHS baseball accounts. There were no deposits made into the 491 

MHS internal accounts other than the $16,000.00 donation from the Manatee Baseball Boosters. 492 

 

After review of the 2012/13 baseball schedule, the Investigator noted six additional games where 493 

concessions were collected but not deposited into either the MHS general athletic account or the 494 

Manatee Baseball Boosters account; 3/9/13 & 3/14/13 - Venice; 3/23/13-  Northport; 3/30/13 - 495 

Sarasota (doubleheader); 4/3/13 – Lakewood Ranch; 4/19/13 – Cardinal Mooney. As a result of 496 

these findings, the Investigator contacted the Bradenton Police Department to report the matter.  497 

 

On October 21, 2013, Coach Strong was questioned by this Investigator regarding the 498 

whereabouts of the concession money.  Strong stated that the parents would give him the money 499 

after each game and he would give the money to Jill Rocklein, a member of the boosters 500 

association. Strong could not recollect receiving concession money from Carter as previously 501 
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told to the Investigator by both Braithwaite and Carter. Strong did confirm that money was 502 

collected from concessions for the remaining six home games and that he turned over all the 503 

money to Jill Rocklein.  504 

 

Later in the day on October 21, 2013 the Investigator met with Jill Rocklein. Mrs. Rocklein 505 

stated that she participated with the Manatee Baseball Club as a parent and supporter. Rocklein 506 

stated that her responsibility to the MHS Baseball Booster Association is as a voting member. 507 

Rocklein stated that most of the time, she turned in money from concessions to Braithwaite, the 508 

bookkeeper for the MHS Baseball Boosters Association. She stated that it was not her sole 509 

responsibility to collect and turn in the money to Braithwaite, and that if she did not turn the 510 

money over, it was Braithwaite who picked up the money directly. Rocklein further stated that 511 

any money that was given to her by Coach Strong was turned over to Braithwaite. Rocklein 512 

could not answer questions regarding specific dates she received any money from Strong, but 513 

was adamant that whenever Strong gave her the concession money, she turned the money over to 514 

Braithwaite. Rocklein also stated that if the records from the MHS Baseball Boosters Association 515 

reflect March 8, 2013 as the last date money was handed over to Braithwaite, then that was the 516 

last time Rocklein turned money in to the boosters. Coach Strong in his recorded interview 517 

confirmed that concession money was collected for the remainder of the home games; that he 518 

received the money from the parents operating the concession stands, and that he turned the 519 

money over to Rocklein.  520 
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SECTION IV 

 

CONCLUSIONS: 

 

Based upon the information obtained during the investigation, it is this Investigator’s opinion 521 

that violations of the Policies and Procedures Manual of the School Board of Manatee County; 522 

violations of applicable Florida Statute; violations of the Code of Ethics and the Principals of 523 

Professional Conduct, and violations to Florida High School Athletic Association policies exist.  524 

 

Section 6.11 of the Policies and Procedures Manual of the School Board of Manatee County, 525 

adopted March 14, 2005, provides that an employee may be suspended without pay or terminated 526 

from employment for just cause, including but not limited to, … misconduct in office … 527 

violation of the Policies and Procedures Manual of the School Board of Manatee County, … 528 

violation of …the Code of Ethics and the Principles of Professional Conduct of the Education 529 

Profession in Florida.  Just cause exists to discipline the employees based upon the following: 530 

 

Robert Gagnon’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(5)(a), F.A.C., which requires that the 531 

individual shall maintain honesty in all professional dealings 532 

 533 

Robert Gagnon’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081 (5)(f), F.A.C., which requires that the 534 

individual shall not use coercive means or promise special treatment to influence professional 535 

judgment of colleagues 536 

 

Robert Gagnon’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(4)(c), F.A.C., which requires that the 537 

individual shall not use institutional privileges for personal gain or advantage 538 

 

Robert Gagnon’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(4)(e), F.A.C., which requires that the 539 

individual shall offer no gratuity, gift, or favor to obtain special advantages 540 

 

Joseph Kinnan’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(5)(a), F.A.C., which requires that the 541 

individual shall maintain honesty in all professional dealings 542 

 

Joseph Kinnan’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(5)(f), F.A.C., which requires that the 543 

individual shall not use coercive means or promise special treatment to influence professional 544 

judgment of colleagues 545 

Joseph Kinnan’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(5)(l), F.A.C., which requires that the 546 

individual shall not assist entry into or continuance in the profession of any person known to be 547 

unqualified in accordance with these Principals of  Professional Conduct of the Education 548 

Profession in Florida and other applicable Florida Statutes and State Board of Education Rules 549 

Joseph Kinnan’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(5)(n), F.A.C., which requires that the 550 

individual shall report to appropriate authorities any known allegation of a violation of the 551 
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Florida School Code or State Board of Education Rules as defined in Section 1012.795(1), 552 

Florida Statutes 553 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(4)(c), F.A.C., which requires that the 554 

individual shall not use institutional privileges for personal gain or advantage 555 

 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(4)(d), F.A.C., which requires that the 556 

individual shall accept no gratuity, gift, or favor that might influence professional judgment 557 

 558 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.081(3)(h), F.A.C., which requires that the 559 

individual shall not exploit a relationship with a student for personal gain or advantage 560 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Rule 6A-10.080(3), F.A.C., which states that the educator is 561 

aware of the importance of maintaining the respect and confidence of one’s colleagues, of 562 

students, of parents, and of other members of the community, and therefore strives to achieve 563 

and sustain the highest degree of ethical conduct 564 
 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Florida Statutes 1012.55(b) which requires that each person 565 

employed or occupying a position as school supervisor, school principal, teacher, library media 566 

specialist, school counselor, athletic coach, or other position in which the employee serves in an 567 

instructional capacity, in any public school of any district of this state shall hold the certificate 568 

required by law and by rules of the State Board of Education in fulfilling the requirements of the 569 

law for the type of service rendered. Such positions include personnel providing direct 570 

instruction to students through a virtual environment or through a blended virtual and physical 571 

environment. 572 

 

Dwayne Strong’s actions violated Florida Statutes 1012.55(2)(a) which requires that each person 573 

who is employed and renders service as an athletic coach in any public school in any district of 574 

this state shall hold a valid temporary or professional certificate or an athletic coaching 575 

certificate. The athletic coaching certificate may be used for either part-time or full-time 576 

positions. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to any athletic coach who voluntarily 577 

renders service and who is not employed by any public school district of this state. 578 

 

 

Other Possible Violations as per Florida High School Athletic Association Rules and 579 

Regulations: FHSAA Policies; 18.1; 21.1; 24.1; 25.2; 36.1; 36.2; 36.4. 580 
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Daniel Carter Interview 

October 4, 2013 @ 9:15 AM 

Office of Professional Standards,  
Troy Pumphrey, Investigator  

Q: State your name 581 
A: Daniel Carter 582 
 
Q: Mr. Carter you are aware that this conversation is being taped? 583 
A: Yes 584 
 585 
Q: Can I call you Danny? 586 
A: Yes you can 587 
 
Q: Danny, the reason I have you here is because I received a few days ago, a quite lengthy letter of 588 
complaint from some people that I believe are affiliated with Manatee High School’s sports and they 589 
gave me your name and suggested that I give you a call.  Where are you currently coaching? 590 
A: Currently at Bradenton Christian 591 
 
Q: Ok, prior to being at Bradenton Christian where were you? 592 
A: Five years at Manatee High School  593 
 594 
Q: Ok, and what was your position at Manatee High School? 595 
A:  I started out the first two years as a pitching coach on the JV level and the last three as the pitching 596 
coach on the varsity level. 597 
 
Q: OK, and who was your head coach? 598 
A:  Dwayne Strong 599 
 
Q:  Ok.  There are a number of allegations that I received through this letter.  What I’d like to know is if 600 
you have any information that could help me further understand this situation.  First I want to direct you 601 
to an incident involving concessions, concession stands and monies that were collected from 602 
concessions.  Are you familiar with that situation? 603 
A: Yes sir 604 
 
Q: Can you tell me a little bit about that? 605 
A: As far as monies that I came directly in contact with, there was a situation at the end of last season, 606 
the 2013 season in which we had a JV baseball game on a Saturday afternoon.  There was a double 607 
header. Dwayne could not attend the game.  He came out and handed me the money bag for it.  It 608 
generally starts with $100 bucks and this one did.  The $100 in there would be given to whomever was 609 
going to run the concession that day.  At the end of the day, they handed the money back to me in the 610 
bag.  I counted the money. It was roughly 400 plus dollars in that bag.   I then proceeded to call Dwayne 611 



      

 

 

   

 24 

 

and asked him, what do you want me to do with it, should I just lock it up in the clubhouse.  He said to 612 
me no just keep it in your car.  I really don’t want to ride around town with $400 or $500 in my car all 613 
day long.  Needless to say, I didn’t see him that evening.  A day or two had gone by.  I actually went to 614 
lunch one day with Bruce Braithwaite at Poppi’s. While I was there at lunch I told Bruce about the 615 
incident and what happened that I had this money.  Bruce asked me so why don’t you just give it to me.  616 
He being the booster club president all deposits would go through him.  I said, no, I can’t do that 617 
because if I give that money to you then he is going to get upset with me because it didn’t go from him 618 
to wherever it needed to go.  I said he’ll take it out on Wade, who is my son, he was on the varsity team.  619 
At that point and time, I said, well I’ll just stay in touch with you for the next couple of days.  Bruce 620 
would call me and I would tell him, I’ve got the money, I still got the money, I still got the money.  621 
Finally, I said, I’ve given it to Dwayne for the game today.  So, Dwayne has this money and then there is 622 
a JV game.  During that JV game the same thing happened again.  The money was turned in at the end of 623 
the game.  Bruce called me the next day and said well, what happened?  I said he had the money bag.  624 
Bruce said so you didn’t get it deposited.  I said, no.  Then a week later, I think it was a week later 625 
somewhere in there.  The last varsity game we had, the only varsity game for the month of April.  It was 626 
senior night. Same thing again none of that money ever made it back to Bruce for deposit. 627 
 
Q: How many games was that where money was collected at concessions? 628 
A: Four. 629 
 
Q: Four games? 630 
A: Four games that I know of for certain that’s around there 631 
 
Q: Are you familiar with players at Sandlot or Sandlot @ Five Tools? 632 
A: Yes Sir 633 
 
Q: What is that? 634 
A: It’s a hitting facility that’s owned by Dwayne Strong. 635 
 
Q: Is that facility open every day all day, do you know? 636 
A: That I can’t answer.  I know it’s not open until after school is let out at which that point and time 637 
players from Manatee High School go in there and hit, throw out in the streets, run in the streets, not 638 
really in the greatest part of town that I would say should accommodate kids to be honest with you.  639 
But, yeah they go in there and they hit and they’ll throw, they do some things in there. 640 
 
Q: Let’s talk about Five Tools during the baseball season? Tell me a little bit about how Five Tools works 641 
during the season.  Obviously, the kids, after school they go to baseball practice. How long are the 642 
baseball practices for the most part? 643 
A: Varsity generally starts about 3:30 pm every day.  Due to my work schedule, because I work away I 644 
don’t work within the school system, I would get there close to 4:00 or whatever.  By that time they’ve 645 
completed their stretch and stuff.  We go from 3:30 generally close to about 5:30 then the JV team 646 
would come in and take it from that point and they’d be there from 5:30 to about 7:30 to a quarter to 647 
8:00.  When practices were completed, he would always mention to the guys, you can come down to 648 
the Sandlot and hit and get extra work in, all this other stuff, whereas we had this huge hitting, batting 649 
cage right there at the field which a lot of the work should have been done there.  There was a point and 650 
time in which guys were hitting on a regular basis and he is encouraging those guys to come to the 651 
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Sandlot to hit and they were doing it on Sunday’s.  I know at some point and time that word got out.  My 652 
understanding was that came from Palmetto High School.  A call was made from their athletic director 653 
to Manatee High School’s athletic director, Joe Kinnan.  At that point and time, Joe called Dwayne in and 654 
told him that everything must cease immediately over there as far as Sunday’s go.   655 
 
Q: Had you ever heard Coach Strong tell kids during practice that they had to go over to the Sandlot and 656 
Five Tools to work out? 657 
A: Not directly telling them that they have to.  Although, I have heard him make the statement to these 658 
kids directly in reference to “I have not seen any of you guys coming down there, and you wonder why 659 
we’re where we’re at right now,  so, maybe you guys should think about coming down and getting some 660 
extra work in”. 661 
 
Q: Have you ever been down there to Sandlot? 662 
A: Yes 663 
 
Q: Are there other kids at Manatee High School that attend Sandlot other than baseball players? 664 
A: There are some, other than baseball players, not that I know of.  None, that stands out to me anyway.  665 
As far as outside of Manatee players, yes, there are some little league kids that will come in. There are 666 
still outside entities that will roll up in there, other teams, girls’ softball teams, things of that nature that 667 
may come in to that place.  But for the most part, from the hours of, especially in the fall from 3:15 until 668 
6:30, it’s always just Manatee High guys for the most part. 669 
 670 
Q: Do you know if the players are paying Coach Strong or Sandlot to be at the facility? 671 
A: None that I know of 672 
 
Q: Do you know whether there is an arrangement between Manatee High School and Coach Strong 673 
regarding the baseball players? 674 
A: As far as payment to the facility, is that what you’re asking?  At one point and time he had asked the 675 
Manatee Booster Club for money for the Sandlot of which they agreed to a payment at that point.  It 676 
was on a year to year basis.  It was not a guaranteed situation every year that that would happen.  So, 677 
yes, I know for one year he was definitely provided that.  I know the following year subsequent after 678 
that, the booster club said no to it because they felt that they were just helping to keep his head above 679 
water and keep his business open. 680 
 
Q: Do you know that the Sandlot and Five Tools receives a sum of money each month from the Manatee 681 
Booster’s? 682 
A:  I knew that he got a payment at one point and time.  I’m not really certain that I can say that I know 683 
that he was receiving anything at the present time.  I know he complained about it a lot, that the 684 
boosters had absolutely turned him down on giving him any money.  Of which, seeing that it coincides 685 
with the money that was being deposited at the same time.  My question on that too would be; the 686 
monies that were deposited were they actual checks or were they cash.  Because we are not real 687 
certain, I’m not.  If, the cash monies that would have been coming from concessions never really made it 688 
there.  There were some deposits that were made along the way, checks he can’t really hide but cash he 689 
obviously could.  This is all coming at the same time that he was complaining about not getting any 690 
payment for the Sandlot. 691 
 



      

 

 

   

 26 

 

Q: Tell me about the relationship between Coach Strong and the players and parents.  Was there any 692 
tension between Coach Strong and any of the parents regarding the parent’s understanding or the 693 
children’s understanding with having to participate outside of the school? 694 
A:  I think there has always been some tension.  There were several parents that verbalized it.  A lot of 695 
them are not understanding why they got to attend a baseball camp in which these kids really were 696 
forced.  The incoming freshmen and sophomore generally didn’t say a word.  It’s usually the junior and 697 
senior class parents that were the ones who began to because they’d been through the system a couple 698 
of times.  Now they are starting to understand, where is this money really going.  His statement to a lot 699 
of people and a lot of these parents, when they asked what the money was for, it was to pay for 700 
tournaments.  The reality is that money was coming from the Booster Club, those tournaments were 701 
already being paid for.  I confirmed with a couple of people that wrote checks. Some of them wrote 702 
checks that went to Manatee Baseball Club, some wrote check that went to a thing called Dream Big, Do 703 
It Big. 704 
 
Q: What is Dream Big, Do It Big? 705 
A: Apparently it’s a non profit organization that Dwayne set up. 706 
 
Q: This baseball camp, is that something that happened every year? 707 
A: It happened every year since he came in there.  The cost of the camp is somewhere between $325 708 
and $375, I don’t know the exact number. 709 
 
Q: Are the Manatee High School baseball players attending that camp? 710 
A: Yes 711 
 712 
Q: Are they paying for that camp? 713 
A: Yes 714 
 
Q: Are there other kids from the neighborhood or other schools that attend those camps? 715 
A: No one in the high school level.  A few in the under age 12 and under and I mean very few. 716 
 
Q: So, most of the high school aged kids at this camp are Manatee High School baseball players? 717 
A: Either current Manatee players or incoming freshmen. 718 
 
Q: Tell me about the off season programs. I’ve been told that the off season practice schedule is 719 
Monday through Thursday, four hours a day and that those practices are all held at Sandlot @ Five 720 
Tools.  Is that right or not? 721 
A: Pretty close.  It is Monday through Thursday and it’s probably closer to about 3:15 is when they start 722 
and it ends, it varies.  It could be anywhere from 6:30 to 7:00.  I know confirmation when somebody’s 723 
kid attended this past week, not this current week, the week before I would say they didn’t get out until 724 
7:00.  So, you’re looking anywhere between the three to four hour mark in there. 725 
 
Q: And these practices, what is this? 726 
A: Basically, they try to use it as a combination of things.  They do some conditioning for him, they may 727 
do speed & agility  drills in there and speed & agility is nothing more than jumping boxes, doing ladders 728 
and all that stuff, throwing ropes, there is a small weight room, I wouldn’t  really classify it as one that 729 
could actually help anybody getting stronger and better at what they’re doing.  And then it’s one, two, 730 
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three, there’s four batting cages inside the place which they’ll hit.  They utilize one for pitchers, because 731 
two of them have mounds inside of them, actually, I think three of them do.  In which the pitchers will 732 
throw off the mounds and that type of thing. 733 
 
Q: And again, are these Manatee High School baseball players or are these kids from all over the place? 734 
A:  That time frame when it starts at 3:15 it is strictly 100% Manatee High baseball players. 735 
 
Q: Are they using baseball equipment? 736 
A: Yes 737 
 
Q: Tell me, if you will, one of the boosters I talked with states that, you know the boosters have really 738 
been very supportive over the years of Manatee High and baseball.  I guess just over the last couple of 739 
years or so they really gained a bad taste in their mouth about the program.  Tell me, if you will, what’s 740 
your take on that? 741 
A: I think what happened over the years is that the booster club was very instrumental in bringing a lot 742 
of money to that baseball program.  I can say, you know back when everybody was flourishing extremely 743 
well on the financial end they could probably raise upwards of $50,000 on the girl’s end they want you 744 
to pay everything out, I’m sure it’s closer to around $40,000.  I know in the five years that Dwayne has 745 
been there, I think the bad taste begins with he’s flipped the thing upside down, basically  purchasing 746 
what he wants, when he wants and then tries to go back and ask for money not always getting receipts.  747 
I’ve had a pretty good relationship, close working relationship not only with Dwayne but with the board.  748 
I know who they are.  I understand what their frustrations are.  Dwayne oster sized the entire group 749 
level.  You know, not wanting them around the field, not wanting them involved.  This stakeout was the 750 
largest fund raiser for Manatee High baseball program.  It’s always in the first week of February.  It has 751 
been, since Dwayne has been there, it started out with Molter Pest Control then Molter basically put 752 
everything on there.  There’s tents, there’s food, drinks, when I say drinks, it’s none alcoholic drinks but I 753 
mean, you know, it’s a family event.  It’s a time in which everybody would meet the players and coaches 754 
and all that stuff.  It has moved, it was at G.T. Bray since Dwayne’s been there it’s been at Molter the 755 
first year and left there. He absolutely did away with Dan Molter and what was going on there.  Then it 756 
moved to G T Bray, it moved to McKechnie Field, it’s been at Manatee High School.  So, it’s moved 757 
venues a couple of times. Dwayne then, at that point and time pretty much without saying something, 758 
removed himself from everybody.   He got involved and I helped him as far as the cooking goes and 759 
doing all that stuff and I heard even this past year, more importantly than any other, several people that 760 
had no idea who Dwayne really was made the comment “your coach is a pure asshole” and he’s just not 761 
a very friendly individual in terms of that, that’s the point of that.  He’s gone out of his way to basically 762 
want the money himself to control everything.  I heard on numerous occasions, get rid of that booster 763 
club, that’s our money and baseball and I’ll spend it however I want. 764 
 
Q: Do you have any knowledge about the Jodi Freeman Tournament?  Tell me about that. 765 
A: The Jodi Freeman Tournament is the first two games of the year, the pre-season tournaments.  It’s 766 
held at G T Bray park, which is Manatee High School’s home field.  The game is there.  In years past, it’s 767 
been Manatee, Lakewood Ranch, Braden River and Palmetto.  Each school would pay two games over a 768 
four day period.  The money that’s collected at the gate, my understanding was it went into one pool 769 
and the money is divided among the four schools and basically there’s a scholarship in the name of Jodi 770 
Freeman for $800 or $500 or whatever.  I know his parents have attended a banquet at the end of the 771 
year every year to give this award out. 772 
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Q: Do you if the money has in fact been given to the Jodi Freeman fund? 773 
A: I can’t confirm or deny that I wouldn’t know. 774 
 
Q: Who is Frankie Saunders? 775 
A:  Frankie Saunders is Dwayne’s pitching coach that came with him from Sarasota.  The first two years I 776 
believe Frankie was there, Frankie was arrested on drug trafficking charges and is still currently in prison 777 
in this particular moment. 778 
 
Q: Who is John Zipperer? 779 
A: John Zipperer from my understanding was a father of a child who purchased drugs from Frankie 780 
Saunders and allegedly was purchased at the Sandlot.   781 
Q: Do you know what his son’s name is? 782 
A: No, I don’t.  He has a younger son named Shane.  I’m not real sure what his older son’s name is.  783 
That’s who it was with, his older son. 784 
 
Q: Did his older son play for Coach Strong? 785 
A: No Sir 786 
 
Q: Did his older son go to Manatee High School? 787 
A: I believe he went to Lakewood Ranch.  I know that’s where his younger son is currently at.  I can’t be 788 
for certain that he was a Lakewood Ranch player.  I know he was there for things for baseball related 789 
reasons. 790 
  
Q: As a coach you are someone that’s been working under Coach Strong for the previous five years.  Is 791 
there anything else that you can tell me that you think could have presented concerns to you or parents 792 
or others regarding Coach Strong. 793 
A: I’ll tell you the way he conducts himself towards the players, I’ve heard things that have been said 794 
that I think in my opinion are completely inappropriate around 16 and 18 year old kids and I’ve been 795 
there a long time.  Just the way in which he handles himself with just the parents alone.  I know there is 796 
some other money issues. He had his hands in a team called Nine Devils, which was basically like an all-797 
star team.  It’s a summer program.  I think if you dig deep enough into the financials of what took place 798 
because the question was asked of me by the boosters, monies were allocated for a tournament in 799 
Auburndale in which he funded three teams.  Manatee baseball club only put two teams in that 800 
tournament.  There were checks written for three teams.  The third team was the Nine Devils team and 801 
that is the team comprised of players from all over.  Mainly out of the Sarasota County area and 802 
Lakewood Ranch.  I think we only had two or three guys that were actually from Manatee on that team.  803 
But there was money supporting something that is not really affiliated with the Manatee High baseball 804 
team. 805 
 
Q: What is your understanding of the purpose of the Manatee High School baseball booster club or 806 
association? 807 
A: My understanding with them and the way I perceive it is they handle all the financials for the baseball 808 
program, anything that is necessary, there should be a budget laid out.  I saw a budget that was laid out 809 
by Dwayne which he absolutely blew completely out of the water.  But those monies should be, you 810 
have to check with the booster club, make sure that there are monies there that we can allocate things 811 
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to the right places.  Pretty much keep yourself free and clear of getting yourself in any hot water as far 812 
as financials are concerned.   813 
 
Q: The camps that Coach Strong conducts, where you previously stated were all high school kids from 814 
Manatee.  Did those kids receive gifts for participating at the camp? 815 
A: No 816 
 
Q: Did they get shirts or anything like that? 817 
A: I think one year, you know, he may have given them shirts.  I can’t say that he did and I know this past 818 
year when I stopped by there one time there were a bunch of shirts that were out, so he may have given 819 
them to them.  The ones that I know that were going out said Manatee baseball on them.  You know, it 820 
was about Manatee baseball. 821 
 
Q: And his camps, what’s the age range for his camps? 822 
A: Lately it went as low as six.  I think there was a group, I know we had a group that was 6 to 12 and 823 
then anything greater than 12 joined the high school group.  Like I said, in the first year in which he had 824 
it, he had a lot more of the younger kids in there. I’d say a lot more.  It was never more than what you 825 
had in high school players, but there were younger kids.  Then things dwindled down to literally nothing.  826 
I mean maybe, I don’t think you can touch a dozen that are that twelve and under age anymore that 827 
attend.  Other than that, every other kid that is out there is a Manatee High School kid.  He has played 828 
baseball at Manatee or has the aspirations as an incoming freshman to try out and play then.  It was 829 
understood that if you do play or do not go to that camp, you cannot play on the weekends.   830 
 
Q: What happens on the weekends? 831 
A:  Weekends are tournaments.  Tournaments could be anywhere.  They were in Bradenton, Sarasota, Ft 832 
Myers and Auburndale were the main focal points where they were.  There was one that was held in 833 
Lakeland too. 834 
 
Q: You said that there was an understanding that if they weren’t at his Sandlot camp they couldn’t play 835 
on weekends.  Do you have any more direct information surrounding that? 836 
A: There are several guys I know that refused to go to the camp because of that and if they refused to go 837 
then they weren’t going to be allowed to play.  There are certain guys that have been there that have 838 
never paid a dime to attend the camp.  They’d be at camp and they’d still be playing.  I mean, I get your 839 
charity organization thing you want to do, whatever, you know, and that’s a choice you make but it’s not 840 
really right to be charging kids to come do something.  I think really and truly it’s the insinuation that 841 
you make every single time this comes up.  I can tell you this past year at the tail end of it, was, I haven’t 842 
seen anyone turn in their registration forms.  It’s what Dwayne would say.  You better get those things in 843 
here if you want to play here at this school you need to come to this camp. 844 
 
Q: That statement was told at the school, where was that said? 845 
A: At the locker room at the school, uh, not at the school at G.T. Bray, we have a clubhouse there. 846 
 
Q: During season, or? 847 
A: Right at the tail end of the season within the last month. 848 
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Q: So, let me get this straight. The last month or so of the season, in the locker room, Coach Strong 849 
made a statement that he was not receiving registrations for his camp?  Is that right? 850 
A: Correct 851 
 
Q: What did he say after that? 852 
A: You need to get your registrations in and if you want to play at Manatee High School or be a part of 853 
this team, it will be in your best interest to attend this camp. 854 
 
Q: How did the kids feel about that?  I know you can’t talk for a kid but… 855 
A: I can, honestly I can talk for several of them.  I have two sons that went to the program and none of 856 
them like it.  None of them want to go.  We are talking it is 8:30 in the morning and these kids are up, 857 
really, the instruction side of it is little to none.  I mean you’re just out there sweating.  Really and truly if 858 
you saw it actually going on you start to understand that this is just money going in his pocket.  That’s all 859 
it’s for, it’s for him to supplement his lifestyle and nobody in their right mind should be forced to have to 860 
go.  I mean there’s a lot of kids that just, none of them like it.  I mean it’s absolutely miserable.  It’s 861 
worse than going to a boot camp. 862 
 
Q: Can you, off the top of your head, you know of any parents that have complained to you or anyone 863 
that I can talk to, parent or player  that may be able to lend their own personal experiences? 864 
A: Yeah, Sherry Pellien 865 
 
Q: Did she have a child that played baseball? 866 
A: Just graduated this past year 2013. 867 
 
Q: What’s his name? 868 
A: Devin 869 
 
Q: And you think she’d be willing to talk with me about her experiences? 870 
A: I’m pretty sure, yeah.  She got kind of wrapped up in a financial issue with Dwayne.  Some monies 871 
that had to be sent around in which really upset her in the fact that she paid a lot more than somebody 872 
else paid.  So, that’s a big driving force with her. I’d just let her express her own opinions on things. 873 
 
Q: Were there any teachers or coaches or other administrator’s at school that may have information to 874 
support any of these claims that you know? 875 
A: The only other person that may even be able to offer anything up would be the JV coach, Brian 876 
Stevens. 877 
 
Q: Is he currently the JV coach? 878 
A: Yes Sir, he’s a teacher.  He is actually a PE coach over at Sugg Middle School.  He has been there the 879 
entire duration that Dwayne’s been there as well. 880 
 
Q: Is there anything else you think I need to know before we conclude the interview? 881 
A: Nothing off the top of my head 882 
 
Q: We are going to end the interview now and at some point I may need to interview you again.  883 
Hopefully you will be available for that. 884 
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A: The only thing I can touch on and I don’t know if you want to touch on it is the whole papers that 885 
were done, so, I don’t know if we need to touch it at this point. 886 
 
Q: What kind of papers? 887 
A: Papers that he was taking classes in which he had a former player write these papers for him. 888 
 
Q: Tell me a little bit about that?   889 
A: I received a phone call from Richard Glass one day.  He is a former coach at Manatee High School now 890 
currently at Palmetto High School, baseball coach.  He called me up and told me, he says, you wouldn’t 891 
believe what’s going on.  And I said, well, what is that.  He said Dwayne has asked Mitchell Shrieves to 892 
write papers for him for his class.  I said, really.  He said hold on I’ll get him on the phone.  He put me on 893 
hold, called Mitchell up and I spoke directly to Mitchell and Mitchell confirmed the fact, yes he has 894 
asked me to do them.  I said well you are stupid, I said don’t do that, you create an issue.  Mitchell’s 895 
brother is in the background, his name is Mike Shrieves and he made the same statement.  He said 896 
you’re just an idiot.  He said well what do I tell him.  I feel forced into doing it.  You’re talking about an 897 
18 year old kid who feels pressured by somebody basically in a place of authority throughout his life as 898 
his baseball coach he feels that he has to do it.  I was told by Mitchell that his statement was, look at all 899 
the things I’ve done for you, the least you could do is help me out, he goes I’ll compensate you.  Come to 900 
find out about a week or so had gone by and I called back to talk to Mitchell and even confirmed it 901 
through Richard and Mitchell said, yeah he paid me.  I said, how much did he pay you? He said 80 bucks.  902 
I go for two papers you got 80 bucks?  I mean you could of gone online and looked that up I know the 903 
going rate is about $250 for more.  I said you got robbed.  I said, you know, for you just to do it is 904 
improper.   905 
 
Q: Do you if there were any other players that were asked to write papers? 906 
A:  I don’t know if there’s any other player.  I just know Mitchell was the one for sure.  The only one that 907 
I had direct contact. 908 
 
Q: Why Mitchell? 909 
A: That I don’t know.  Mitchell spent a lot of time at the Sandlot, I do know that.  He used to go there a 910 
lot, he is a great kid, a wonderful kid.  He was in a bad car accident within the past year.  Fortunately he 911 
can walk again today. Nobody ever thought he could but his situation I think is like anybody else and 912 
what I feel is a bullying situation if Dwayne just preys on the weak.  I can tell you that some of the guys 913 
that were in the booster club can confirm the fact.  They used to play for Dwayne.  What you had in 914 
Dwayne 20 years ago and what you have in him today, I saw a difference in him from day one to the 915 
current Dwayne. 916 
 
Q: How long have you known him? 917 
A: I’ve known Dwayne 30 years.  And it’s a crying shame that those types of things go on.  I take nothing 918 
away from his knowledge in baseball.  He’s got knowledge in baseball, as do I, as does anybody who has 919 
been around the games as long as we’ve been there.  It’s just what he’s done, the way he’s acted, kind 920 
of more of a bullying situation than anything else. I’ve heard it out of his mouth more than one time that 921 
I can’t be fired.  I know him, I said, look you got to be kidding.  I said everybody is vulnerable.  No one is 922 
immune to it. 923 
 
Q: Why did he feel that way? 924 
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A:  I think he gets that way because a lot of that had to do with that whole booster club thing and him 925 
fighting to want complete control of the money.  He always made a statement too “you guys don’t get 926 
it, it’s all on me, if something goes wrong it’s on me.” Well not necessarily we are a unified fry here so if 927 
something goes wrong it affects everybody here, not just you.  Maybe I perceive the coaching staff a 928 
little bit different than he perceives the coaching staff, you know, people that I can believe in , people I 929 
trust in.  We are all here together, all for one and one for all.  He is a very changed individual; guys that 930 
have played with him a very long time absolutely don’t even know who he is today.  But like I said, it’s a 931 
bullying front, I’ve watched him and I’ll give you one last example and this one probably is the one that 932 
sticks in my head the most.  The statement he made one day, we’re at a practice, in which he did it in 933 
front of the entire team, I watched him do it to Coach Stevens several times basically embarrass him in 934 
front of people but he did it front of the entire team to Richard Glass one day.  Richard just asked a 935 
simple question, Coach, what are we doing next? In which he went off at that point in front of 936 
everybody, “why do I waste my fucking time putting it on that sheet over there that’s hanging on that 937 
fence”. And he went off about that.  I went to Richard and said you don’t let him talk to you that way 938 
and all the kids went quiet, they really like Coach Glass.  So, the next day, wouldn’t you know it, there’s 939 
nothing hanging on the fence.  So, I said watch this, because me and my relationship, I said no one else 940 
has the ability to talk to him the way I do.  I yelled out at him and said what are we doing today, I said of 941 
course I wouldn’t ask that fucking question, the same way he did, if you had put it on the fence like you 942 
said you do every day.  All the kids got in a little uproar and in that point in time he got all ticked off and 943 
went tucked his tail in and went about his way.  You know, it’s just a matter of treating people with 944 
respect and doing things the way you should and you know he’s had a lot of things under his regime 945 
that’s taken place that for a guy who preaches making the right decisions and doing the right thing.  946 
When you go back and look at it you’ve got an ex-coach who gets caught up in a drug scandal whether 947 
or not he knew about it, I can’t answer that for him.  They said kids get in trouble for drinking, one being 948 
my own son with the star catcher.  They got caught down at the boat ramps one evening. 949 
 
Q: Did the coach know about that? 950 
A:  Oh yeah, he found out about it. 951 
 
Q: Was there any sanctioning to the kids? 952 
A: The only sanction to the kids, the only thing that really came down about it was, I know my son didn’t 953 
play, I cannot remember if Boco did and I think they all faced a short suspension, however, it didn’t stop 954 
anything.  There’s rumors of alleged drug use of players on our team at that particular moment.  I will 955 
give him credit he asked the question, I don’t know how far you can pry into it but I don’t think anybody 956 
was ever randomly drug tested on our team.  We also, in addition to that, just this past summer with all 957 
the, do the right thing,  he ends up with four kids that get, I don’t know if they got formally arrested or 958 
charged, but were stealing fishing equipment off boats down in the long boat key area. 959 
 
Q: Well, you can’t necessarily blame Coach Strong for what the kids have done. 960 
A: No, I can’t, I can’t and then of course the whole having a child out of wedlock with who he claims is a 961 
good person.  But you know again, I think all of it still there is a bit, there’s pieces, there’s steps along 962 
the way.  You can’t blame him for what the kids do outside of there but at the same time what you on 963 
how you treat them on a day to day basis is huge on how that carries over to other places.  964 
Unfortunately, he is in a position that, I don’t know, it’s not a position I’d want to be in right now. 965 
 

We are going to conclude this interview.  It’s 9:58 
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Bob Gagnon Interview  

October 16, 2013 @ 1:00 PM 

In the office of Richard Rhinehart 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 

Q: Please state you name 966 
A: Bob Gagnon  967 
 
Q: And? 968 
A: Richard Rhinehart 969 
 
Q: Mr. Rhinehart, would you like to make a statement before we get started? 970 
A: Sure, my retainment is that you had requested to interview Mr. Gagnon reference a complaint that 971 
had come to OPS.  Since he is still employed by the school board he is essentially compelled to 972 
cooperate and we have no problem doing that.  Obviously anything that we say here is privileged and I 973 
mean from any outside proceedings but we’re ready to go. 974 
 
Q: The reason I’m here Mr. Gagnon is because we got a quite lengthy letter from some interested 975 
parties at Manatee High School that are affiliated with baseball.  And as a result of that letter, I’ve been 976 
asked to inquire into the Manatee baseball program.  One of the things that I was told is that you were 977 
the principal at Manatee High School and took part in the hiring of Coach Strong.  Is that right? 978 
A: Correct 979 
 
Q: I’m also being told that at some point and time there were parents that came before you that 980 
expressed a concern over the fact that there were kids that were going to a facility by the name of Five 981 
Tools.  I now know that Five Tools is a business that is owned by the head baseball Coach Strong.  In any 982 
case, allegedly the parents were concerned that there were kids that were paying to go but there were 983 
kids that couldn’t afford to go and parents felt that by them not being able to afford to go to Five Tools 984 
to train that they were being somehow would be impacting their abilities to play Manatee baseball.  Do 985 
you remember that? 986 
A: I’m not aware of any specific complaint from any parents regarding that.  That any parent had 987 
brought that to my attention, no, I’m not aware of that. 988 
 
Q: Do you remember a conversation with the Manatee Baseball Association President, Bruce 989 
Braithwaite that took place at one of the football games in October 2009? 990 
A: You’d have to give me some specifics on what the nature of, I mean, I couldn’t 991 
 
Q: Allegedly that conversation you approached Bruce Braithwaite and said to Mr. Braithwaite that you 992 
had parents coming to you complaining about not being able to afford to go over to Five Tools and that 993 
they were, allegedly they were being told that there could be some implications for being able to play 994 
Manatee High School baseball if they didn’t go and that you then asked Bruce Braithwaite if he could 995 
start sending money to Manatee High School and you would then take the money.  They would donate 996 
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the money from the external booster account to Manatee High School and then you then would pay the 997 
bill to Five Tools out of your internal accounts.  Do you remember that? 998 
A: I recall now that you mention the whole Bruce Braithwaite thing that there were concerns regarding 999 
the appearance of a pay to play, which is what you mentioned.  But at Manatee High School we have a 1000 
Business Director and an Athletic Director, Joe Kinnan, who then we brought those concerns to him and 1001 
I am not exactly sure how he worked that out, what they worked out, or what they did with that.  But I 1002 
did direct Coach Strong that no students on the varsity baseball team should be paying to attend Five 1003 
Tools baseball. 1004 
 
Q: And do you remember whether the conversation between you and Bruce Braithwaite was at the 1005 
football games a place where you asked Bruce if he would start sending money to Manatee High School 1006 
so that you could pay Five Tools thereby, the parents then not having an issue with whether in fact they 1007 
could afford to pay or not pay. 1008 
A: I know there was a concern. I don’t know specifically what actions were taken as a result of those 1009 
concerns between the business manager and the athletic director and Coach Strong.  My directive was 1010 
you cannot charge kids to play.  We cannot do that.  We cannot be involved in that.  We cannot charge 1011 
kids to work out if they are on your team period. 1012 
 
Q: Okay, I’m asking the same question for the third time but did not get an answer. 1013 
 
Mr. Rhinehart:  He is asking you if you told somebody give me money and I’ll pay Five Tools for you. 1014 
A: I can’t, I don’t recall that. 1015 
 
Q: Do you have knowledge that the boosters, a couple days after the alleged conversation between you 1016 
and Bruce Braithwaite who was the president of the boosters then submitted a $5000 check to Manatee 1017 
High School.  Are you familiar with that? 1018 
A: You know it went to the booster account it went to the athletic account, where did it go? 1019 
 
 It went to one of the internal general athletic accounts I believe is where it went. 1020 
A: Okay. Like I said I just don’t have recollection of that specifically. 1021 
 
Q: Do you have recollection that every month $500 was being written out of the general athletic 1022 
account at Manatee High School to Five Tools for Manatee High School baseball training. 1023 
A: If that’s what, you know, I trust Joe Kinnan’s judgment as the athletic director and the business 1024 
manager.  He has tremendous experience in those areas more so than I do as far as level of expertise.  I 1025 
would question Joe on anything that would come through.  This is ethical and should we be doing this.  I 1026 
would always do that.  If that is the arrangement that was worked out through the athletic department 1027 
it potentially could happen but I don’t know. 1028 
 
Q: If I told you that Bruce Braithwaite stated that you put that deal together what would your response 1029 
be? 1030 
A: My response would be I don’t recall putting it together.  I know I had a concern that he cannot charge 1031 
these kids to play.  But the booster club does as long as it stays within the rules and it’s supported by the 1032 
business manager and the athletic director and it is legal and ethical. 1033 
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Q: What would your comment be if I told you I met with Coach Kinnan this morning and Coach Kinnan 1034 
stated the same thing.  That you came to him with this plan that in order to keep the parent concerns 1035 
down with regards to being influenced by the coach based on their ability or inability to pay at his facility 1036 
that you then articulated that the boosters would be bringing the money in to Manatee High School, you 1037 
guys would send the money out and the money would be sent out as a membership fee.  What if I told 1038 
you that Coach Kinnan told me that this morning, that you brought that to them. 1039 
A: If that was the solution that was worked out and it was morally and it was ethically approved by our 1040 
athletic director and our business manager, I would say that is probably what happened. 1041 
 
Q: And as the principal of Manatee High School, ultimately who was in charge of the school? 1042 
A: I’m ultimately in charge of the school but when it comes to matters of athletics I defer it to the 1043 
athletic director and his expertise not blindly, I would question.  Coach Kinnan obviously has been doing 1044 
this for 30 something years.  If he says we are able to do this through FHSSA rules and all the other rules 1045 
that he is extremely familiar with and he said a viable options to what is going on, yeah. 1046 
 
Q: Do you know who owns Five Tools baseball? 1047 
A: Yeah, Dwayne Strong 1048 
 
Q: Who is Dwayne Strong? 1049 
A: He is the baseball coach 1050 
 1051 
Q: Was Dwayne Strong the owner of Five Tools at the time that you hired him as the head baseball 1052 
coach at Manatee High School? 1053 
A: You know, who owns the business, did I believe he was.  I’m assuming he was, I don’t know the 1054 
details.  I don’t know that he is the sole owner, what it is or what that is, I don’t know that. 1055 
 
Q: Would you have had, if you remember, would there have been any conversational concern over the 1056 
proximity of Dwayne Strong as the head baseball coach and Dwayne Strong owning a baseball facility? 1057 
A: If it was approved by my business manager and athletic director regardless of how it came up, who is 1058 
familiar with all FHSSA rules and knows the governing rules at Manatee High School regarding 1059 
organizations and what can and cannot be done, if he was aware of it, it wouldn’t have been a concern 1060 
of mine because I would have question him on, are we able to do this, is this able to be done. 1061 
 
Q: Would you have confirmed with Mr. Kinnan prior to your conversation with Bruce Braithwaite at the 1062 
football game.  You admit that you had a conversation with Bruce at the football game.  Did you or did 1063 
you not? 1064 
A: I don’t recall having a conversation at the football game, I mean, obviously at a football game it’s you 1065 
know... 1066 
 
Q: Do you remember a conversation with Bruce Braithwaite with regards to Manatee High School 1067 
baseball and Five Tools? 1068 
A: I remember the concern, like you said, now that you brought it up, there was a pay to play issue.  1069 
Who brought it up, and what kids, the specifics of it I don’t know. 1070 
 
Q: Are you familiar with Manatee Baseball Club? 1071 
A: No 1072 
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Q: Are you familiar with any other organizations that Coach Strong may have interest in? 1073 
A: I’ve never had that level of involvement with the baseball team, no. 1074 
 
Q: What was protocol when you were the principal at Manatee High School with regards to writing 1075 
checks?  Did you have to approve invoices prior to checks being written? 1076 
A: Depending on the circumstances, I mean, I believe our band had an outside booster and maybe the 1077 
baseball team did too.  I’m not sure if they did or didn’t.  If it was internal, that would be a protocol.  If 1078 
you have an outside booster then it’s different. 1079 
 
Q: What if the money was being written from Manatee High School internal accounts to Five Tools 1080 
business, would you have had to sign an invoice or sign checks each month? 1081 
A: Anything that came through would have went through the Business Manager and Athletic Director, 1082 
Joe Kinnan.  And again, I would have conversations with them to make that this was appropriate.  But 1083 
yes, ultimately, I guess that signature would be there. 1084 
 
Q: Dream Big, Do It Big, are you familiar with that organization? 1085 
A: No 1086 
 
Q: That’s one of Coach Strong’s businesses.  Manatee Baseball Club, are you familiar with that? 1087 
A: No 1088 
 
Q: When you were the principal at Manatee High School, where did your baseball team practice and 1089 
what was their home field? 1090 
A: G.T. Bray 1091 
 
Q: What were the facilities there, what types of equipment did they have at that location? 1092 
A: I’ve never inventoried it, I mean you’ve got 20 different programs I couldn’t say I’ve never inventoried 1093 
the facilities at G.T. Bray. 1094 
 
Q: You have baseball fields? 1095 
A: At Bray? 1096 
 
Q: Yeah? 1097 
A: I believe they have one field, yeah. 1098 
 
Q: One field? 1099 
A: I think, I mean, for the use of the varsity team. I’ve attended varsity games and there is a varsity 1100 
baseball field. 1101 
 
Q: You have attended varsity games? 1102 
A: Yeah, I’ve attended. 1103 
 
Q: Is there a concession area? 1104 
A: I believe they set up a table outside, yeah. 1105 
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Q: Are there batting cages? 1106 
A: There’s netting on the way in but I’ve never seen it used or you know. I believe there’s netting that 1107 
looks like a cage, don’t know anything more than that. 1108 
 

This concludes the interview.  It’s 1:13 
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Richard Glass Interview 

October 2, 2013 @ 4:45 PM 

School District of Manatee County 
Office of Professional Standards 
Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 

 

I am with Pat Barber the MEA representative 1109 
 
Q: Can you please tell me your name? 1110 
A: Richard Glass 1111 
 
Q: Mr. Glass pull up so we can make sure we get you.  You understand that we are taping this interview? 1112 
A: Yes Sir 1113 
 
Q: Where do you currently work? 1114 
A: Palmetto High School 1115 
 
Q: What is your job title? 1116 
A: Reading teacher and I’m an assistant varsity baseball coach 1117 
 
Q: How long have you been at Palmetto? 1118 
A: This will be my second year 1119 
 
Q: Where were you prior to this? 1120 
A:  I was at King Middle School, but I coached baseball at Manatee High School 1121 
 
Q: The reason I called you here is because I received a letter of complaint from a group of people who 1122 
have expressed some concern over Manatee High School baseball and I just wanted to talk with you a 1123 
little bit for you to maybe lend some insight to me on anything that you think may be an issue going on 1124 
at Manatee 1125 

Pat Barber:  It is our understanding that we are here because Richard is a witness to something that you 1126 
are investigating and that he is not being interviewed as someone being accused of anything. 1127 

Investigator: That’s correct.  At this point, I’m merely calling you in as someone who was referred to me 1128 
that may be able to clarify some questions that I have regarding Manatee’s baseball program. 1129 

Q: The first question I want to ask you is if you remember a conversation with a student by the name of 1130 
Mitchell Shreves? 1131 
A: He played for me 1132 
 
Q: Where did he play for you? 1133 
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A: At Manatee High School 1134 
 
Q: Do you remember a three way conversation between you 1135 
A: And Danny Carter, the other assistant coach, yes I do. 1136 
 
Q: Can you tell me about that conversation? 1137 
A: That, I mean that was two summers ago.  That was my last summer at Manatee High School before I 1138 
decided to step away from Manatee and go search for different coaching ventures.  Mitchell called me 1139 
in regards to doing some course work at the time for Coach Strong, who was my boss and Danny’s boss.  1140 
Danny and I were his two assistants on varsity.  It was in regard to him doing some school work for 1141 
Dwayne for his alternative certification and he called me and told me that Dwayne, well he first called 1142 
me and asked me, you know, Dwayne pretty much pressured him into doing some course work for him 1143 
because Dwayne for whatever reason didn’t want to do it himself.  Let’s just be honest, he was over 1144 
extended, we had five teams that summer.  I had a team, Danny Carter had a team, then there was a 1145 
team combined with Sarasota and two other teams.  On top of that we did a camp, which was six weeks 1146 
during the summer Monday – Thursday, 8:30-11:30 for six straight weeks.  The only day off was Friday 1147 
and we played games every other weekend.  Dwayne was trying to do all that while trying to take the 1148 
alternative certification program through I want to say St. Peter College and for whatever reason, 1149 
Dwayne didn’t think he could do the work so he did ask other people to do it and he offered Mitch 1150 
money to do it.  I told Mitch don’t do it, don’t do it.  He did it anyways and Dwayne paid him a really, 1151 
really, really, really cheap amount of money for the amount of work that Mitch did for him and Danny 1152 
and I both told Mitch, you’re an idiot.   1153 
 
Q: Do you remember how much? 1154 
A:  It was like 80 bucks and I mean he wrote a lot.  It was more than 2 pages and they were 200 words 1155 
each. 1156 
 
Q: Was this for a district certification? 1157 
A: Dwayne had a temporary teaching certificate.  His certificate had run out and he was in a panic.  We 1158 
were in the middle of post season run.  We had just come off of making it to the final four the year 1159 
previous so we had a lot of guys back so we had a really good shot of winning the state title and it was 1160 
right around that time he found out.  He was notified by the district that his temporary teaching 1161 
certificate was done and his contract was not going to be renewed. He had to take those courses which I 1162 
had to take because I wasn’t, you know, and that when he came to me and asked me, Rich, I need your 1163 
help, can you help me find a program.  So, I, while we’re all sitting in the clubhouse, me, Dwayne and 1164 
Danny, I was making phone calls looking up places for him and I found St Pete Junior College for him.  1165 
So, yeah it was to get his teaching certificate classes.  They weren’t per say through the ACT program 1166 
here, it wasn’t through this county.  I know this county has an alternative certification program.  It 1167 
wasn’t through this county it was through St. Pete colleges. 1168 
 
Q: Do you know whether he sought anyone else out to do any 1169 
A: Oh yeah, he texted me, he texted my ex-wife, he texted my girlfriend, yeah. 1170 
 
Q: Did any of you do any work for him? 1171 
A: No.  At one time he asked to see something and I forwarded something I had done and said here use 1172 
this as a guide.  That was it. 1173 
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Q: And what was that? 1174 
A: I couldn’t tell you what it was to be honest with you.  It was a simple something to do with a 1175 
classroom.  He had never been in a classroom before. He was just a PE coach and had no idea what it 1176 
was like to be a classroom teacher, where I teach in a classroom every day.  To say exactly what it was, I 1177 
couldn’t tell you.  I just remember it was a paragraph he was supposed to post something on a forum. 1178 
 
Q: Do you know if there were any other teachers that may have written papers for him or any other 1179 
students that wrote papers for him? 1180 
A: In terms of his former players, no.  Other teachers, I don’t know.  I mean he knows other teachers in 1181 
this district, so, that I couldn’t tell you. 1182 
 
Q: Can you tell me a little bit about the concessions for the baseball games.  Were you involved at all or 1183 
have any knowledge about how these concessions were set up for the baseball games? 1184 
A: Well, the players set it up, the parents ran it.  At the end of the night, if you’re asking me if I ever saw 1185 
like a receipt printed or whatever, no.  The money bag just went home with him. 1186 
 
Q: Went home with who? 1187 
A: Coach Strong 1188 
 
Q: Do you know whether Coach Strong delivered the money to an administrator at the school?  1189 
A: No, I wasn’t on campus.  I was at the middle school at King which is down the road.  They allowed me 1190 
7th period off to coach at Manatee High School.  So in terms of that, I have no idea. Did I ever see him 1191 
give money to Bruce Brathwaite who was the president of the board, yeah sometimes.  But I mean I 1192 
always thought it was weird, there was never no running record of what was in the money box when the 1193 
day started as to what was made.  There was never any counting of the drawer, I guess you could call it. 1194 
And again, I was just there to coach baseball I didn’t pay attention to that kind of stuff. 1195 
 
Q: What is Sandlot@Five Tools? 1196 
A: That’s his hitting facility. 1197 
 
Q: Who’s hitting facility? 1198 
A: Dwayne Strong 1199 
 
Q: How long has he owned that? 1200 
A: Oh boy, it’s got to be 10 plus years now, at least 1201 
 
Q: Who frequents the Sandlot@Five Tools, if you know? 1202 
A: Current Manatee and former Manatee players 1203 
 
Q: Baseball players? 1204 
A: Yes Sir 1205 
 
Q: Is it open to any other 1206 
A: It’s open to anybody.  It’s open to the public. 1207 
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Q: At Manatee High School, have you been to the facility? 1208 
A: Yes Sir, we’d have practice there. 1209 
 
Q: You practiced at the facility? 1210 
A: Uh hmm 1211 
 
Q: What kind of practice would you have there? 1212 
A: During the season we have practice from 3:00-5:30 and then there was a core group of kids 7 or 8, 1213 
that would go after practice from about 6:00-8:00 or 9:00 and go hit, get some extra work. 1214 
 
Q: So they’d leave 1215 
A: We’d leave practice at GT Bray and then some kids, 6 or 7 would go to the Sandlot and get extra 1216 
work.  The rest of the kids went home or did whatever.   1217 
 
Q: Did the kids pay for that service? 1218 
A: That I couldn’t tell you.  I’m pretty sure that the booster club cut Dwayne a check every year for 5 1219 
grand or something for use of the facility, video analysis of swing, pitching mechanics, all that kind of 1220 
stuff.  I know he did get some money.  I know he got something for that.  Otherwise, he wouldn’t be able 1221 
to keep that place open. 1222 
 
Q: Did Coach Strong ever talk to the kids before or after practice on Manatee County grounds about 1223 
going over to the Sandlot@Five Tools? 1224 
A: No, not that I remember, no. 1225 
 
Q: Did you ever hear him make comments to the kids that he had not seen some of the kids over at 1226 
Sandlot for a while and they’re not going to get any better until they start coming over there? 1227 
A: That, I have heard that. 1228 
 
Q: Anything to that extent?  1229 
A: I heard that, yes.   1230 
 
Q: You have heard that? 1231 
A: Yes 1232 
 
Q: Did you hear him say that? 1233 
A: Yes 1234 
 
Q: What were those circumstances, if you remember? 1235 
A: I wouldn’t say more so because they weren’t coming to his facility and being a coach myself I can 1236 
understand where he is coming from.  It’s like, you know, you got a group of guys that are all working 1237 
towards winning a district title and pretty soon a state title, everyone else is getting their work in and 1238 
you got a couple kids, you know, they want to play but they are not really that dedicated while everyone 1239 
else is in their grinding.  You know, they casually show up and he may call them out.  Now, is it because 1240 
he wanted them to per say come to the Sandlot, I wouldn’t say that because they can use GT Bray park.  1241 
He may have called them out about not coming to GT Bray to get their work in.  That wasn’t a motive of 1242 
money.  1243 
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Q: Clarify, if you will, you heard him make comments to athletes that he hasn’t seen them at Five Tools 1244 
and that if they wanted to get better then they needed to start showing up or something to that effect? 1245 
A: Yeah, they just needed to start coming to practice. 1246 
 
Q: Which practice is that? 1247 
A: At the Sandlot.  Like in the fall when I was there we would practice Monday – Thursday from 4:30 to 1248 
7:30, somewhere in that window we would have practice Monday – Thursday.  We always had Friday’s 1249 
off.   1250 
 
Q: The structure of that practice would be that they started at GT Bray? 1251 
A: No, we wouldn’t even go to GT Bray during the fall.  We would usually use the Sandlot.  Anything that 1252 
was outside of the baseball season itself was done at GT Bray unless it rained.  If it rained, we’d move 1253 
practice to the Sandlot. 1254 
 
Q: So outside, I’m trying to understand this, outside of the baseball season, you guys would practice 1255 
Monday-Thursday and those practices would be at GT Bray? 1256 
A: At the Sandlot 1257 
 
Q: Those practices would be at the Sandlot? 1258 
A: At the Sandlot.  Now, during the season the majority of the work would be done at GT Bray because it 1259 
was in season.  Now if it rained during the season and we couldn’t get on the field, we’d go get our work 1260 
in at the Sandlot because it’s an indoor facility. 1261 
 
Q: Is there anything else along this area of questions that I’ve asked you that you think is important for 1262 
me to know or that you think may help me in trying to understand the baseball program at Manatee 1263 
High School? 1264 
A: Well, I mean this is, you’re not from here but Manatee High School is the flagship school for this 1265 
county.  The baseball program is one that is, it would be, its a high profile job around the Tampa Bay 1266 
greater area.  It’s had some pretty good athletes.  We produced some pretty good athletes that have 1267 
come out of there.  I believe part of this is there are some people that don’t like him because when he 1268 
came in the first thing he did was he axed a guy who was very influential in this county; Molter who 1269 
owns a pest control company.  That’s where we did our huge steak dinner fund raiser. That steak dinner 1270 
when it was at Molters probably raised 30 grand.  And when Dwayne came in he took it over and we did 1271 
the steak dinner ourselves, us coaches, we cooked the steaks.  We rented out McKenzie Field and we 1272 
probably make 18 to 20 grand.  It took 50 grand. He would tell the parent 50 grand to run our program 1273 
for the year. It was year round, we went as soon as school started like I said four days a week at the 1274 
Sandlot then we fielded teams that played games in the fall.  Fifteen to a twenty game schedule in the 1275 
fall, two teams, a JV and a varsity.  Then we had a travel team.  Usually I did the travel team.  Then you 1276 
had your regular season and then as soon as your regular season ended, however far we went to 1277 
playoffs if we made it to the final four or if we won a state title there’s a little time off and then as soon 1278 
as school got out, tournaments.  We had at least three teams every year I was there in the summer 1279 
playing games and then practice, the camp which was six weeks. 1280 
 
Q: Were these all Manatee baseball players on these teams? 1281 
A: Yes Sir, except for the travel team. 1282 



      

 

 

   

 43 

 

 
Q: How many of the teams would have been Manatee High School teams? 1283 
A: The last summer I was there, three of them were all full of Manatee kids. 1284 
 
Q: What were the parent’s financial obligations? 1285 
A: Oh man, the camp cost, the camp was open to the public there was really little kids that come to.  1286 
Camp was, I want to say somewhere between $300, anywhere from $250 to $350. It covered six weeks 1287 
of camp and games just for the Manatee teams.   1288 
Q: So the parents had to pay $250 to $300? 1289 
A: To $350, somewhere in that window I can’t remember exactly. 1290 
 
Q: $250 to $350  1291 
A: Right 1292 
 
Q: For the Camp? 1293 
A: For the camp and the games to play on the Manatee team. 1294 
 
Q: Who ran the camp? 1295 
A: Dwayne; that was his camp 1296 
 
Q: Coach Strong? 1297 
A: uh hmm 1298 
 
Q: How about during the season? Were there financial obligations for the parents during the season? 1299 
A: Yeah, they had to raise, I’m gonna go to the low ball maybe $750 per kid. 1300 
 
Q: What was that money used for? 1301 
A: To fund everything we did. 1302 
 
Q: For the season? 1303 
A: For the entire year not just for the season for the entire year. 1304 
 
Q: So, if a kid makes the baseball team at baseball tryouts the parents had to pay? 1305 
A: They didn’t have to pay they had to sell their steak dinner tickets.  Kids were given and X amount of 1306 
tickets.  I want to say they were given 20 tickets each and you had to sell them for $25 a pop I believe. I 1307 
can’t remember because I wasn’t there last year but I did it for three years.  I want to say it was $25 a 1308 
plate and you had 20 tickets to sell, whatever that comes out to, he wanted all of them sold. 1309 
 
Q: And then that money was used to support the whole program? 1310 
A: The year round program, yeah.  And then they sold signs.  Danny Carter was in charge of signs.  Our 1311 
whole entire outfield wall was full of signs. There was money that was brought in there. One year I was 1312 
in charge of the media guide with some parents and we did the media guide.  I mean we did a lot of 1313 
things that most high school teams in this town don’t even come close to doing. 1314 
 
Q: Now when you and I talked earlier on the phone you said you knew the phone call was coming? 1315 
A: Yeah, I knew; it was a long time coming. 1316 
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Q: What’s a long time coming? Make me understand that. 1317 
A: Dwayne’s accounting skills.  I never asked but you know watching through the years, you know, 1318 
there’re never any receipts.  I would see kids give checks to him for the summer.  I’d see that they were 1319 
made out to his not for profit organization that runs the Sandlot.  Which wasn’t the Manatee High 1320 
booster club where I thought the money was to be going.  And every night I’d see the cash just go with 1321 
him after every game during the concession.  It was like, you know he took it, when he lost his teaching 1322 
position at Manatee High School they moved him to a Parent Liaison which is a $10,000 pay cut.  This 1323 
town is small and I know a lot of people and coaches talk and last year he asked for $10,000 for the 1324 
boosters to use the Sandlot.  Well $10,000 makes up the amount of money he lost.  So, I’m like okay you 1325 
know something is not right here.  From an organizational standpoint when it came to finances it wasn’t 1326 
there.  And that’s exactly part of the reason why I left.  When the whole thing happened with the whole 1327 
Mitchell thing, who, played for us, I was like you know, it’s time for me to get out. 1328 
 
Q: And Mitchell being the kid who allegedly wrote papers for 1329 
A: It wasn’t allegedly.  He’s not gonna tell you. He played for him.  I played for this man and this is not 1330 
easy for me.  This is someone when I was 15 or 16 he gave me a chance, he gave me an opportunity as a 1331 
player and then 10 years later, maybe 12 years later down the road he gives me an opportunity to be his 1332 
assistant coach.  But, you know after a while, the kool aid doesn’t taste as good as it did and I was like, 1333 
okay there’s some stuff going on here that I’m not exactly comfortable with, so, I think I’m gonna step 1334 
away.  And that’s when I decided, the whole paper thing, to step away, which is when I told him I took a 1335 
job in Palmetto. 1336 
 
Q: Alright, is there anything else you’d like to say? 1337 
A: No Sir 1338 
 

We conclude the interview at 5:10 pm 
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Joe Kinnan Interview 1339 

October 16, 2013 @ 9:00 1340 

School District of Manatee County 1341 

Office of Professional Standards 1342 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 1343 

 1344 
Q: Please state your name 1345 
A: Joe Kinnan 1346 
 1347 
Q: Mr. Kinnan, what is your position with the School District of Manatee County? 1348 
A: I’m the Athletic Director and Business Manager of Manatee High School 1349 
 1350 
Q: And as the athletic director what are your duties? 1351 
A: My duties are to oversee all the athletic programs at the direction of the principal and being, you 1352 
know, as far as scheduling, contracts, game contracts that are affiliated with the FHSAA, you know, all 1353 
things associated with athletics. 1354 
 1355 
Q: Is one on your responsibilities to monitor your coaches and to assure that they are current on their 1356 
credentials? 1357 
A: Yes it is 1358 
 1359 
Q: Are you responsible for making sure your coaches all have their CPR certifications each year? 1360 
A: Yes 1361 
 1362 
Q: And, how about their athletic certifications each year? 1363 
A: Yes. We give that information to Roma Glisson in personnel to make certain that everything is up to 1364 
date.   1365 
 1366 
Q: Has the principal given you the responsibility to assure that your coaches have met the minimum 1367 
qualifications as per the school district and the Florida High School Athletic Association rules and 1368 
regulations? 1369 
A: Yes. I’m his designee 1370 
 1371 
Q: Do know whether your baseball Coach Strong has an active certificate to coach? 1372 
A: According, I get that information from Ms. Glisson, he was active last year. Again, she sends me an 1373 
update every year. 1374 
 1375 
Q: So your understanding is that he is certified to coach last year and this year? 1376 
A:  Well, I don’t know about this year, I would have to, I don’t have that information in front of me.  1377 
We’ve got 50 something coaches.  We have some people that needed to get something done by January 1378 
of this year.  The people that coach in the fall and the winter, you know, have already done what they’re 1379 
supposed to do. 1380 
 1381 
Q: What is the ladies name that you said is… 1382 



      

 

 

   

 46 

 

A: Roma Glisson 1383 
Q: Roma Glisson? 1384 
A: Yeah, she sends us, we send her a list of our coaches and she sends back a spreadsheet stating this is 1385 
what they have, this is what is needed.  We then give that information to each individual. 1386 
 1387 
Q: Okay, and where does she work? 1388 
A: She works for the school district I think she’s in personnel 1389 
 1390 
Q: I’m gonna show you something here and I’d like you to tell me what this is. 1391 
A: That is a temporary educator’s certificate 1392 
 1393 
Q: Let me refer you down here, who is the name on the certificate… 1394 
A: Dwayne Strong 1395 
 1396 
Q: What are the dates on the certificate? 1397 
A: July 1, 2009 to 2012 1398 
 1399 
Q: What month of 2012? 1400 
A: June 30th 1401 
 1402 
Q: Based on this temporary educator’s certificate, Coach Strong’s certification ran out in June 30, 2012. 1403 
Were you aware of that? 1404 
A: To be a teacher, he was a temporary only.  It was not a coaching endorsement.  We have other 1405 
coaches that do not teach which with the FHSAA you don’t have to be a certified teacher in which to 1406 
coach. 1407 
 1408 
Q: Coach Strong was the head baseball coach? 1409 
A: Yes 1410 
 1411 
Q: You’re saying that Coach Strong per the Department of Education does not need a certification to 1412 
coach? 1413 
A: Not a teaching certification, he’d need a coaching certification which a lot of our, we have other 1414 
coaches that do not teach that are head coaches, assistant coaches that they get a coaching 1415 
endorsement, an application that they fill out. 1416 
 1417 
Q: And, do you know whether Coach Strong has a coaching certification? 1418 
A: As far as I would’ve known it would have been, I assumed he had being the information was sent to 1419 
Ms. Glisson.  I mean, I didn’t even know, I knew he had been a teacher for one year but then was no 1420 
longer a teacher, was not a teacher last year. 1421 
 1422 
Q: And, your responsibilities as the athletic director is to ensure that you have coaches on the field that 1423 
have their proper certifications, is that correct? 1424 
A: Yes, we send that information. Again, I don’t see the teacher’s certification etc. We give it to 1425 
personnel and they do all the checking on it for us and get back to us and let us know this is what is 1426 
needed. 1427 
 1428 
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Q: Okay, let me just be clear, do you know whether Coach Strong has a coach’s certification in order to 1429 
coach baseball or any other sport? 1430 
A: My understanding is that he did have that. 1431 
Q: If I told you that Coach Strong is not certified to coach and was not certified to coach after June 30, 1432 
2012, is that something that is new information? 1433 
A: Yes it is 1434 
 1435 
Q: Alright, I’m going to take you back to 2009, October, okay? 1436 
A: Okay 1437 
 1438 
Q: Do you remember having a conversation with the principal then who would have been Bob Gagnon 1439 
around parents complaining that they could not force their sons to go to a private baseball facility by the 1440 
name of Five Tools. Do you remember a conversation with him? 1441 
A: I don’t remember the date but I remember the conversation 1442 
 1443 
Q: Tell me about that conversation 1444 
A: We were made aware that we had kids that were wanting to pay or were not wanting to pay money 1445 
to go to a training facility.  I believe I expressed that you know that’s something we can’t do.  The 1446 
players can’t pay to go to that facility being a, you know, a condition of playing on a team. 1447 
 1448 
Q: And was there any talk between you and the principal, Mr. Gagnon at that time? 1449 
A: The only thing I can remember is something that the booster club which was an off side booster club 1450 
was going to pay the rental fee for the facility for all the players.  Therefore it would not be a condition 1451 
of them having to pay. 1452 
 1453 
Q: Are you aware of a conversation between Mr. Gagnon and Bruce Braithwait who is the president of 1454 
Manatee High School baseball boosters where Gagnon asked Mr. Braithwait to write check to Manatee 1455 
High School in order that Manatee High School could then write checks back to Five Tools? 1456 
A: I don’t think it was that long ago.  I think that was, the conversation I had, I believe was within the last 1457 
18 months that they had come and had requested that we, again, I’m not sure I’m clear on the date 1458 
that, anything that is being done be run through Manatee High School.  I remember that conversation.  I 1459 
don’t remember the date on that. But from that point on until last spring, until April or May of this past 1460 
year no money had ever been deposited at Manatee High School baseball boosters’ internal account to 1461 
pay such fees.  And I was under the impression that the external booster club was paying such fees. 1462 
 1463 
Q: I’m going to give you some information that I obtained and let me know if you are aware of this 1464 
information.  I’m being told that Mr. Gagnon approached the booster president and a football game 1465 
somewhere around October 2012 1466 
A: You talking about the baseball booster? 1467 
 1468 
Q: Baseball booster, Bruce Braithwait 1469 
A: Okay 1470 
 1471 
Q: And that he expressed to Mr. Braithwaite that he was receiving complaints from parents because the 1472 
kids couldn’t afford to go to Five Tools and that as a result of that they believe the kids would be 1473 
penalized by the coach if they were not in attendance.  In any case, during that same conversation, Mr. 1474 
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Gagnon asked Mr. Braithwait if he would pay $5000 to Manatee High School and then Mr. Gagnon felt 1475 
that by doing so he could then pay Five Tools monthly and all the kids would be able to go thereby 1476 
removing the concerns of the parents that some kids could go and some kids couldn’t.  Is that your 1477 
understanding? 1478 
A: I don’t know about the meeting in October or anything like that but the only thing I remember is that 1479 
there had been a discussion that it needed to, you know, we couldn’t have some kids pay and some kids 1480 
not pay. 1481 
 1482 
Q: And, do you remember receiving a check from Manatee High School baseball boosters for $5000? 1483 
A: No, I’d have to go back and look  1484 
 1485 
Q: Okay, let me refer you to this document…  1486 
A: (audible) 1487 
 1488 
Q: Tell me what this document is that I’m showing you. 1489 
A: Okay, that’s our athletic general account. 1490 
 1491 
Q: And, what is the date on it? 1492 
A: 2009 to 2010. 1493 
 1494 
Q: Okay, let me refer you to, I’ve got it piled in here, page8… 1495 
A: Okay, there it is.  Yes we did receive it. 1496 
 1497 
Q: What does that say? Who received it? 1498 
A: I received it and went and deposited in the booster account. 1499 
 1500 
Q: Okay and how much was it for? 1501 
A: It was for $5000 1502 
 1503 
Q: And, what date was that? 1504 
A: That was October 1, 2009. So, obviously we did receive the money earlier.  I knew we had gotten the 1505 
$16,000 in May of this year and when I went back and looked to see what we had done, I guess we 1506 
didn’t go back far enough because after that time, once these, I was looking at the baseball booster 1507 
instead of athletes journal. 1508 
 1509 
Q: And, so the $5000? 1510 
A: Was disbursed to Five Tools, yes. 1511 
 1512 
Q: And how was it disbursed? 1513 
A: By the invoices 1514 
 1515 
Q: And at that time, how much was being given to Five Tools each month? 1516 
A: $500. 1517 
 1518 
Q:Okay… 1519 
A:And I don’t know if we gave all $5000.  1, 2, 3, 4, 4500. 1520 
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 1521 
Q: And, the first, the money came in on 10/1 and the very first transaction was for how much money? 1522 
A: $1000 for August, September. 1523 
 1524 
Q: What was the explanation? 1525 
A: It was for baseball batting cage time or you know, the facility is a batting facility so it would be for 1526 
rent for the facility for all of the players.   1527 
 1528 
Q: Do you know who owns the Five Tools? 1529 
A: Dwayne Strong. 1530 
 1531 
Q: Okay.  And, who is Dwayne Strong? 1532 
A: Dwayne Strong was our baseball coach 1533 
 1534 
Q: And again, can you tell me why it was that it was recommended that the boosters not pay directly to 1535 
Five Tools but that the money comes through Manatee High School’s athletic accounts? 1536 
A: Through transparency to make sure that, you know, what was being done was open and above 1537 
(audible) 1538 
 1539 
Q: And, did you remember having a conversation prior to May of this year with Bruce Braithwait? 1540 
A: Yeah, he came in to see me and said that you know, that they wanted you know, cause I guess 1541 
nothing had happened after that first year and I think they’d reverted them, we’re paying or we’re not 1542 
paying, I don’t know, from the external booster club and said that he wanted whatever the payments 1543 
were to go through the school. 1544 
 1545 
Q: And did he tell you why? 1546 
A: Again, he said there was a lot of conflict in within the club that they just felt it was better served if it 1547 
was run through the school. Which it had been but then was stopped because that was the only, to my 1548 
recollection now, that was the only previous payment. 1549 
 1550 
Q: Okay.  And… 1551 
A: So I assumed that they had been paying, they had reverted back to the school, the club paying them. 1552 
 1553 
Q: Do you remember a conversation, that same conversation with the booster president, Bruce 1554 
Braithwait, where you apologized to Bruce that you didn’t remind him that the money should go 1555 
through the school to pay Five Tools.  Do you remember that? 1556 
A: What are you talking about? 1557 
 1558 
Q: The same conversation that you were just… 1559 
A: The one this spring. 1560 
 1561 
Q: Yes? 1562 
A:  Yeah possibly, I don’t, you know, I don’t recollect. 1563 
 1564 
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Q: Something regarding a new principal now and there was a gap between Mr. Gagnon and the new 1565 
principal coming in and so it is my understanding that the boosters made a number of payments directly 1566 
to Five Tools but that Mr. Braithwait had a conversation with you and… 1567 
A: He just thought it was better that the school take it and deal with it and they don’t deal with it 1568 
because it was, yeah, there was I guess a conflict. 1569 
 1570 
Q: What was the conflict, did you know? 1571 
A: He just said there was just difference of opinion, yeah, within the booster clubs to my recollection. 1572 
 1573 
 1574 
Q: And that had nothing specifically to do with Coach Strong? 1575 
A: I think some of the people on the board, you know, liked him and some didn’t like him.  But again, it 1576 
was, you know, it was done in 09 for one year then it was stopped they no longer gave us anymore 1577 
money so I assumed that at that time they ended up working directly with Dwayne or however they did 1578 
it. 1579 
 1580 
Q: Do you know what Dream Big, Do It Big is?  Have you heard of that? 1581 
A: No 1582 
 1583 
Q: Do you remember on October 1st, I believe, when I came down to Manatee High School and sat with 1584 
you and the principal, Mr. Sauer, do you remember that? 1585 
A: Oh, this year?  1586 
 1587 
Q: Yes? 1588 
A: Yeah. 1589 
 1590 
Q: And do you remember when I sat with you guys, talking to you guys about what my concerns were? 1591 
Do you also remember me asking about how Sandlot was set up, specifically who was able to go to 1592 
Sandlot?  Remember that conversation? 1593 
A: Yes. 1594 
 1595 
Q: And what was your response? 1596 
A: My response was that it was supposed to be available for all the Manatee students. 1597 
 1598 
Q: Is that your position now? 1599 
A: Well after, I’m not sure it was all the students, but anybody interested in baseball. 1600 
 1601 
Q: Was there a contract between Manatee High and Five Tools? 1602 
A: Yes. 1603 
 1604 
Q: And what was the… let me refer you to that contract.  Is this the contract that was written between 1605 
Five Tools? 1606 
A: Yes. 1607 
 1608 
Q: And again Five Tools is owned by Dwayne Stong? 1609 
A: Dwayne Strong, yes. 1610 
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 1611 
Q: And Dwayne Strong is your head baseball coach? 1612 
A: Yes. 1613 
  1614 
Q: It says services to be provided, what does that say? 1615 
A: Monthly membership for batting cages for members of the baseball program at Manatee High. 1616 
 1617 
Q: So, let me refer you to the invoices as well.  I have a number of invoices here and they’re dated from 1618 
June to September 2013.  Is this the invoice presented each month? 1619 
A: Yes. 1620 
 1621 
Q: Is that presented from Sandlot? 1622 
A: Yes. 1623 
 1624 
Q: What is the description on there? 1625 
A: Monthly memberships for baseball players September 2013. 1626 
 1627 
Q: Whose signatures are on these? 1628 
A: The principal’s, mine and the baseball coach. 1629 
 1630 
Q: Is that on every one of these invoices? 1631 
A: Should be. 1632 
 1633 
Q: The principal, yours and the baseball coach? 1634 
A: Correct. 1635 
 1636 
Q: And the baseball coach’s name is on here serving what purpose? 1637 
A: As the head of the baseball program at Manatee High 1638 
 1639 
Q: As the head of the Manatee baseball program? 1640 
A: Yes. 1641 
 1642 
Q: And the invoices from Five Tools, so, is he initialing … 1643 
A: He is initialing as a baseball coach at Manatee.  He is not initialing as the owner of Five Tools. 1644 
 1645 
Q: Okay I got you 1646 
A: Like if it was a volley ball bill, the volley ball coach would sign it then the other two of us would sign it. 1647 
 1648 
Q: Tell me about what is the Manatee Baseball Club? 1649 
A: Is that the external booster club? 1650 
 1651 
Q: No 1652 
A: Oh, the Manatee Baseball Club would be anybody interested in going out for baseball, would be my 1653 
understanding. 1654 
 1655 
Q: Do you know whether it’s a baseball team? 1656 
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A: It’s a group, you know, it would be a group of players that are involved in Manatee and baseball that 1657 
go to Manatee High School. 1658 
 1659 
Q: So it would be for Manatee High School baseball players? 1660 
A: Players and people going out for the team, yeah both of them. 1661 
 1662 
Q: And what is the purpose of that program? 1663 
A: The purpose of those programs is they play the baseball out of season. They play in tournaments and 1664 
stuff over the summer, you know, summer time, etc.  They are different, you know, like AAU, American 1665 
Legion, you know, they are affiliated with a lot of sports like soccer groups that participate in soccer as 1666 
an external group.  Some of them are comprised only of high school students from that school. 1667 
 1668 
Q: And who owns that company or that program? Manatee Baseball Club? 1669 
A: I have no idea.  I don’t know, you know, I don’t think anybody owns it . 1670 
 1671 
Q: Who runs it? 1672 
A: Usually, I would assume Dwayne Strong would be the one that’s running the club 1673 
 1674 
Q: Is this club participating in sanctioned and unsanctioned tournaments? 1675 
A: As far as I know they’re participating in sanctioned tournaments. 1676 
 1677 
Q: Only sanctioned tournaments? 1678 
A: As far as I know.  That’s the criteria that they’ve been told they have to go by. 1679 
 1680 
Q: I’ve got the 2013 roster for Manatee Baseball Club and I don’t know if you know all these kids on 1681 
here, but if you will, can you tell be at this time whether there are kids on this… 1682 
A: I wouldn’t know.  I don’t know the names, you know, some of them I might recognize but I really 1683 
wouldn’t know.  I’d have to go back and check, you know, what we’ve got.  Is this, each one is a different 1684 
list? 1685 
Q: Yes. 1686 
A: I mean, it’s the same kids on two pages? 1687 
 1688 
Q: It‘s that same program but these are all different ages. 1689 
A: Oh, but its 16 and under and 18 and under 1690 
 1691 
Q: Right, so I need to know whether all these kids are Manatee High School baseball players. 1692 
A: I could, you know, for example, is this for this year, I mean I’d have to go back and go against the 1693 
roster from last year to let you know if they were on the team last year as to where they are in varsity or 1694 
JV or whether they were not on anything because I’m sure some them were not on anything and some 1695 
of them, you know, I’m sure are. But I can’t, you know, without going through the list and cross checking 1696 
I really couldn’t give you a total on that.  1697 
 1698 
Q: Okay… 1699 
A: So if I had a copy I can, you know, I can go back say yes he played baseball last year or no he did not. 1700 
 1701 
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Q: Okay, well this, what I’m showing you here is the Manatee Baseball Club roster for 2013 and the 1702 
reason I’m showing this to you is because I made a request from principal Sauer for clarification on a 1703 
baseball season that is going on right now, if you will, with Manatee High School baseball players 1704 
through Manatee Baseball Club, and my question to Mr. Sauer was, what is this.  Mr. Sauer talked to 1705 
Coach Strong and related back to me that this was an AAU team. 1706 
A: Okay 1707 
 1708 
Q: I then expressed to Mr. Sauer that there’s an AAU season and it can’t be an AAU team playing AAU if 1709 
it’s not the season.  And I also expressed to Mr. Sauer that if that’s the case I needed him to submit back 1710 
to me a roster, an AAU roster that would be downloaded from the AAU website. 1711 
A: Okay 1712 
 1713 
Q: Mr. Sauer then goes to Coach Strong, Coach Strong sends this back. 1714 
A: Okay 1715 
 1716 
Q: And makes a statement that this is the AAU roster as you can clearly see.  You’re familiar with the 1717 
AAU certifications, does this look like a certified AAU to you? 1718 
A: No, it looks like an 18 and under league. 1719 
 1720 
Q: Right, and so, the explanation was that Coach Strong had not had time to enter this information into 1721 
the AAU database.  Do you have any idea what the AAU baseball season is? 1722 
A: No 1723 
 1724 
Q: Do you know whose idea was it to enter into a contract between Manatee High School and Five 1725 
Tools? If you know. 1726 
A: It was at the request of the external baseball booster club 1727 
 1728 
Q: The external booster club.  I just want to understand, you’re saying that the external baseball booster 1729 
club came to Manatee High School… 1730 
A: In 2009, initially it was when we met with the people and said this can’t, you know, you cannot 1731 
require some people to pay to be a part of this and other people not. 1732 
 1733 
Q: Who did you meet with to have that conversation? 1734 
A: That was Mr. Gagnon.  After he’d gotten information, he had met with some parents. 1735 
 1736 
Q: Why is it that you felt you could not have some kids paying and some kids not paying if Five Tools was 1737 
an independent company? 1738 
A: It just didn’t seem right.  You can’t, you know, also you can’t require to go to something as a condition 1739 
of playing on a team. 1740 
 1741 
Q: Okay, I understand that.   1742 
A:  If they are gonna do it everybody should be provided the same opportunity. 1743 
 1744 
Q: Okay, so even though you can’t require kids to participate, in this case, at Five Tools.  What is the 1745 
thought process for why you would then ask the external boosters to send money to your account, to 1746 
the internal accounts so that you guys could pay back to Five Tools in order that all the kids are able to 1747 



      

 

 

   

 54 

 

participate?  Why did you feel that you had to interrupt the normal course of an agreement between a 1748 
parent and Five Tools? 1749 
A: Transparency 1750 
 1751 
Q: So you believe that if Five Tools, if the parents were going to Five Tools in order to have their sons 1752 
trained and use batting cages and those things, you believe that because there were parents who could 1753 
not afford, who would like to go but could not afford to go, you believed that the best scenario is that 1754 
the school enter into an agreement with Five Tools in order for all of the baseball players to be able to 1755 
participate not just the ones that could afford to participate? 1756 
A: Yeah, if they were gonna be there, to have an equal opportunity, yes. 1757 
 1758 
Q: And… 1759 
A: They were already doing this.  I mean they were, the kids were already going there but some people 1760 
financially felt that it was a bit much. 1761 
 1762 
Q: Well if they felt that it was a bit much, in your mind, didn’t they options to go elsewhere? 1763 
A: Yeah, they probably had options to go elsewhere but… 1764 
Q: Why wouldn’t they go elsewhere? 1765 
A: I don’t know if there is another facility quite like that. 1766 
 1767 
Q: Well, I’m told that there was a number… 1768 
A: Oh okay, again, I’m not aware of that. 1769 
 1770 
Q: Do you think, coach, that there could some merit to the fact that the parents believe that they had to 1771 
go to this facility even though they had choices to go elsewhere? 1772 
A: Yeah, that probably was the perception. 1773 
 1774 
Q: The perception is that they to go… 1775 
A: Yeah, and that we wanted to make sure that was, you know, that is was not, you know, that they 1776 
didn’t have to do that. 1777 
 1778 
Q: And the way that you made sure that they didn’t feel that they had to participate is that you worked 1779 
a deal with the boosters so that you guys would just send a one set fee and all the kids would just go? 1780 
A: Right. 1781 
 1782 
Q: And, in your mind that was for all the students in the school or was that… 1783 
A: That was for people that are interested in going out for baseball. It wasn’t, I mean, kids that would get 1784 
cut, kids that would, you know, that would want to try out they’d have an opportunity to do that. 1785 
 1786 
Q: Was there any consideration in your mind and if you know the thought process for the principal at 1787 
that time, Mr. Gagnon, or the principal Mr. Sauer was there any thought process around the fact that 1788 
Five Tools is owned by your head baseball coach? 1789 
A: Probably should have been in hindsight. 1790 
 1791 
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Q: And in hindsight would you agree that there could be a direct or indirect opinions that if kids are not 1792 
participating then there could be less of an opportunity for that kid to make the team during the regular 1793 
season? 1794 
A: Possibly, but yet we wanted to remove that obstacle and being able to participate. 1795 
 1796 
Q: Okay.  Coach, I’m going to end the interview at this point.  I may want to talk to you again some other 1797 
time.  Is there anything else you’d like say before…? 1798 
A: No, I was, you know, I went back and tried to refresh my memory because I remember the 1799 
conversation, you know, for you know, years ago and when I went back through all the way back to 1800 
2009, I did not look in the athletics journal I was looking in the baseball booster account, cause I 1801 
remembered and I said well I thought we paid something but then when I couldn’t find it I said maybe 1802 
that was we just talked about doing that and never really did, you know, and it was just , it was paid out 1803 
of the athletics general on there. I just looked down at the wrong accounts but then it was stopped after 1804 
that year, you know, for the next 3 years in 10, 11 and 12. 1805 
 1806 
Q: Well, it wasn’t, you mean the internal money… 1807 
A: The internal, right, they’d give us the money and then I knew when I went back there they had also 1808 
given us some money to cover some stuff that the baseball program had purchased, I think another 1809 
$2000 after that time but not to pay Five Tools. 1810 
 1811 
Q: Let me ask you were you at the home baseball games during the season? 1812 
A: Sometimes. 1813 
 1814 
Q: Sometimes? 1815 
A: Occasionally, yes. 1816 
 1817 
Q: Do you guys typically have a concession stand for baseball? 1818 
A: They had a concession stand, yes. 1819 
 1820 
Q: Do you know who mans the concession stand? 1821 
A: I think the parents do. 1822 
 1823 
Q: And is it the parents of the sport or is it parents of… 1824 
A: No, it’s the parents of the sport. 1825 
 1826 
Q: Of the sport… 1827 
A: For that sport.  Now, other sports have different set ups for concessions. Like we have a teacher with 1828 
the TMH kids that does a lot of the basketball boys and girls concession stands and they give her a cut of 1829 
the revenue that is coming in. 1830 
 1831 
Q: For baseball, it would be the baseball parents that man the concessions? 1832 
A: Yeah, yeah but that was all run through the external booster club. 1833 
 1834 
Q: Was there a contract at all between the external boosters or is it just… 1835 
A: No. 1836 
 1837 
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Q: You extend the courtesy to the boosters to use the concession stand? 1838 
A: Right, they in athletics are the only external sports booster club we have. The rest of them are all run, 1839 
you know, through the internal accounts plus baseball has an internal booster account too. 1840 
 1841 
Q: Let me ask, have you received any complaints from parents, other coaches or boosters regarding 1842 
concession monies that may or may not have… 1843 
A: Never heard anything of it until our previous conversation in early October. 1844 
 1845 
Q: Okay. 1846 
A: Never, you know, cause they maintain their own books they maintain their own fundraisers and stuff 1847 
that they did cause a lot of that the stuff they paid for over the summer is a large portion of their 1848 
expenses, you know, there were the summer leagues and summer tournaments, you know, housing, 1849 
meals, etc.   1850 
 1851 
Q: And all these, for baseball purposes, all these tournaments and all these camps and clinics had a 1852 
sanctioning body and were insured? 1853 
A: To our understanding they were. 1854 
 1855 
Q: How about these, there were four games, there were two games prior to us having this meeting on 1856 
October 1st and supposedly there are two other tournaments where the parents have paid.  Do you 1857 
know anything about those? 1858 
A: No.  I know we paid for the first ever this summer we paid some fees for tournaments, like two or 1859 
three during the summer time from the money that was deposited from the external club. 1860 
Q: Was that fee for Manatee Baseball Club? 1861 
A: I don’t remember. It would have been for whatever Dwayne was over that they were playing 1862 
supposedly in a sanctioned league. 1863 
 1864 
Q: Do you know why Coach would charge the parents a sum of money for these four tournaments? 1865 
A: I don’t, you know, again what we paid I think was registration fee.  It might have been housing, 1866 
transportation, meals, I don’t know, so I you know… 1867 
 1868 
Q: And you don’t know if those fees that were paid out by internal booster account, your account at 1869 
Manatee High School, were for any of these four tournaments that currently are participating in? 1870 
A: I don’t know.  I mean it’s, I remember when we filled out the form on it and signed off on the 1871 
documentation, those I believe were in the summer. 1872 
 1873 
Q: Okay 1874 
A: I don’t remember anything beyond, you know, I think there was two or three, I know for sure two 1875 
possibly three. 1876 
 1877 
Q: Coach, are you aware that your baseball team is practicing everyday using bats, balls and gloves? 1878 
A: Are they… 1879 
 1880 
Q: Can they do that? 1881 
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A: No, not if, they can do that, our baseball team cannot.  A sanctioned AAU / whatever, team can but 1882 
they cannot use our bats and balls.  They can use their own, you know, their own equipment but not 1883 
Manatee High School’s equipment. 1884 
 1885 
Q: And if in fact your baseball players, assuming that these kids here are all on your baseball team, if 1886 
these kids are practicing at GT Bray, I believe, or had been practicing at GT Bray using bats, balls, 1887 
whether they were your bats, balls and gloves or not, these kids are on your baseball and they are at GT 1888 
Bray practicing and your coaches are at that practice, is that against the rules or is that allowed? 1889 
A: If they are practicing under a sanctioned league then it is permissible. 1890 
 1891 
Q: Okay.  Now I need, if you will coach… 1892 
A: Again, at the beginning of the year, I even have corresponding emails back from Dwayne, you know, 1893 
policy 23, 24, make sure we’re in compliance, etc. on that, you know, reminding him, you know cause 1894 
we had the meeting in pre-school and then again officially reminding him that if, you know, that if you 1895 
are in a league make sure that we are going by these rules and regulations. We have different, you 1896 
know, there’s, we have kids that play soccer up in St. Pete or play for different people etc.. 1897 
 1898 
Q: But they are not Manatee soccer team or Manatee High School baseball teams, these are kids that 1899 
are on travel… 1900 
A: Yeah, yeah. 1901 
 1902 
Q: If you will, I’d like you to go back to Manatee High School and identify whether the tournaments that 1903 
Manatee High School baseball has played between the summer and today’s date have all been 1904 
sanctioned and… 1905 
A: Okay, I’ll have to get that cause I have no information along that, I’d have to get that from Dwayne. 1906 
 1907 
Q: Okay, alright… 1908 
A: I would be happy to get it if you give me, if I can have a copy of the names I can let you know, yes, all 1909 
these guys played JV or played varsity etc. or no did not play in our program last year. That might be 1910 
helpful too. 1911 
 1912 
Q: Okay well this document came from Mr. Sauer so this was emailed to me so Mr. Sauer would have a 1913 
copy. 1914 
A: Okay, that’s fine. 1915 
 1916 

It is 9:40 and this concludes the recorded interview at this time 
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Keltie O’Dell Interview 1917 

October 4, 2013 @ 8:05 AM 1918 

School District of Manatee County 1919 

Office of Professional Standards 1920 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 1921 

Q: Can you state your name for the record? 1922 
A: Keltie O’Dell 1923 
 1924 
Q: Ms. O’Dell, you understand you’re being recorded? 1925 
A: Yes 1926 
 1927 
Q: The reason I called you in today is because I have received a complaint regarding Manatee High 1928 
School baseball and through my interviews with, at this point, undisclosed persons, I was told that Coach 1929 
Strong asked a number of people to write papers for him related to his attempts to be certified as a 1930 
teacher and one person said that you wrote a paper Coach Strong and that you may have been paid for 1931 
that.  Did you ever write a paper for Coach Strong while Coach Strong was taking recertification courses? 1932 
A: No, I didn’t write a paper, but I helped him and he never paid me for any of that. 1933 
 1934 
Q:  What kind of help did you offer him? 1935 
A:  He was asked, I’m going to be honest, I don’t even know what the subject was, if it was ESOL or 1936 
reading related, but other than that I didn’t write a paper for him.  As a matter of fact, there is one 1937 
assignment I think, I looked at two assignments for him and one of them I didn’t even know what they 1938 
wanted, does that make sense.  I was like, what is this, I said I can’t even help you.  But, I never wrote a 1939 
paper for him but I did help him, I answered questions. 1940 
 1941 
Q: The questions that you answered, was it an assignment that was given him and they were questions 1942 
involved in that assignment? 1943 
A: Yes, it was an assignment and he wasn’t sure of what to do and he did, he sent the assignment to me.  1944 
I looked at it and then I kind of told him what I thought of it and I sent it back to him and the other one, I 1945 
looked at it and I said I don’t have a clue what this is about.  I did call him at the time and I gave him the 1946 
information that he needed, like what it was related to and honestly I don’t even remember what the 1947 
paper was about.  I just remember one I knew and one I didn’t.   1948 
 1949 
Q: What were his instructions to you prior to sending over the paper, what conversation did you have 1950 
with him? 1951 
A: He just asked me if I could look at them and help him with them. 1952 
 1953 
Q: What does that mean, help him with them? 1954 
A: Like, help him figure out what the answer is going to be because he wasn’t understanding what they 1955 
were asking.  Like I said, I mean I have my four year degree and I am Reading endorsed and ESOL 1956 
endorsed and I went through the ---- program here and I’ve had to do a lot of extra tests which I’m 1957 
certified in my areas so I do know a lot of things and I do, I have helped people with A’s and or a PD 1958 
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because I do have a Reading endorsement, but I always answer questions for everybody and I did the 1959 
same for him.   1960 
 1961 
Q: But never wrote a paper for him, never took a test for him? 1962 
A: Oh no. 1963 
 1964 
Q: Did he ever ask you to write a paper? 1965 
A: No. But the two assignments he sent to me were not writing a paper.  It wasn’t like an essay type 1966 
thing.  They were questions, you know, like an assignment that I was to give my students maybe if 1967 
they’d read something I said answer these questions.  If I recall, they were kind of short answers but I 1968 
didn’t answer them for him.  And I did, I would help him find the answer but I didn’t answer them for 1969 
him. 1970 
 1971 
Q: How did you help him find the answers? 1972 
A: Just with my knowledge and what I knew and honestly I researched a couple of things because I was 1973 
kind of taken aback, like, why are they asking all this.  To be honest I thought it was kind of an 1974 
outrageous assignment to get your, I mean maybe it wasn’t outrageous but it was a really hard 1975 
assignment and so I didn’t even have all the answers. 1976 
 1977 
Q: You said you did research? 1978 
A: I looked it up myself, but not to say hey this is, kind of like I didn’t know but this what I looked and 1979 
found this out and this might be what you are looking for but I didn’t write a paper for him. 1980 
 1981 
Q: Did you provide answers to any of his work assignments for him? 1982 
A: I mean, I just, technically yes, but I didn’t sit there and answer them for him.  I gave him, this might 1983 
me what they are looking for, stuff like that, like I said I helped a lot of people along the way.  For PD, 1984 
you know people come around all the time and ask me, what do you think about this, what do you think 1985 
they’re looking for here because this requires all the new teachers to have for PD and they could be 1986 
teaching Math and they’re having to get their reading endorsement or that component.  So, that’s kind 1987 
of how I took it and was he getting his alternative certification, I may not be able to answer that.  I don’t 1988 
know, I don’t really know what it’s for. 1989 
 1990 
Q:  Again, I was just told by someone 1991 
A:  It’s fine, you don’t have to explain 1992 
Q:  By someone, that Coach Strong, that you either wrote a paper for Coach Strong or did some of Coach 1993 
Strong’s work for him with regards to his certification. 1994 
A:  No, I did not do his work for him.  I did help him, but as a colleague, I think that’s what we are 1995 
supposed to do is help them if they are not understanding something and to be honest if somebody 1996 
comes to me and asks for help I always take it as a compliment.  At least they feel like I’m 1997 
knowledgeable enough to answer that question. 1998 
 1999 
 Okay, Thank you and that concludes the interview.  It’s 8:15 
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Loyda Perez Interview 2000 

October 15, 2013 @ 11:05 2001 

School District of Manatee County  2002 

Office of Professional Standards 2003 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 2004 

 2005 
 2006 
Q: Please state your name? 2007 
A: Loyda M. Perez 2008 
 2009 
Q: Ms. Perez where are you currently employed? 2010 
A: At Moody Elementary 2011 
 2012 
Q: And prior to being employed at Moody Elementary where were you employed? 2013 
A: At Manatee High School 2014 
 2015 
Q: What was your job title at Manatee High School? 2016 
A: Senior Secretary 2017 
 2018 
Q: How long were you there? 2019 
A: For…I don’t recall if I started in 2003 or 2004 in the beginning… around there at that time because I 2020 
was in Safe Program. 2021 
 2022 
Q: Okay.  The reason why I called you here is I have been given the task of looking into some allegations 2023 
regarding Manatee High School baseball. 2024 
A: Okay. 2025 
 2026 
Q: So as a result of that, there was a need for me to call you in just to see if you could help me to better 2027 
understand part of what it is that’s been handed in front of me.  Do you know a person by the name of 2028 
Einar Diaz? 2029 
A: Einar Diaz? Yes, uhum 2030 
 2031 
Q: Who is Einar Diaz? 2032 
A: Einar Diaz the father? 2033 
 2034 
Q: Yes? 2035 
A: The father… he’s been a friend of the family for a long time. 2036 
 2037 
Q: Okay. How long? 2038 
A: Uh… 2039 
 2040 
Q: Approximate 2041 
A: Approximate… uh, 10, 12 something like that years, around 10, 12 years ago. 2042 
 2043 
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Q: Do you remember where you met? 2044 
A: Eh… one of his friends, oh gosh, Delma Sedilla, was going to the academy and he went to the same 2045 
school that my son went, it was St. Stephens and they introduced her to my son and I start met them 2046 
that way. 2047 
 2048 
Q: Do you know if his wife, I’m sorry, do you know his wife Leslie Carpenter, or his ex-wife? 2049 
A: Ex-wife, I spoke with her like two years ago and then she called me again this summer. 2050 
 2051 
Q: You spoke with her two years ago.  Do you remember what the subject of that conversation was? 2052 
A: That her son want to move to this area without her, oh no, I’m sorry, at that time they want to move 2053 
together.  They want to move over here and they wanted, she was gonna live with Einar’s brother for 2054 
that time and they was gonna put her son to go to Manatee that he’d be with Chase, that’s the cousin, 2055 
they living in the same house.  And I guess they, after they got registered and everything they backed up 2056 
and they went back again to South Carolina. 2057 
 2058 
Q: Did you have any contacts with them when they went back to South Carolina? 2059 
A: No. Until this summer they, I got the same phone call, and said that she’s having teenager’s problems 2060 
and everything and she thought it was better that he come back and live with the uncle and that’s with 2061 
Chase and Anthony (Tony), that’s what he call him, Einar’s son.  They was gonna live with Lino’s in his 2062 
house. 2063 
 2064 
Q: Do you know if that’s where they are living now? 2065 
A: As far as I know.  That’s what I thought; I mean I don’t got contact with them. I mean they call me, I 2066 
got all the paperwork everything together because they was approved before and they came to me and 2067 
asked me about, I mean everything it was a phone call they asked if they can go back there.  I said we 2068 
would turn all the paperwork, we will turn all the paper and that’s what we did. 2069 
 2070 
Q: Okay.  I’m looking at a form here and this is a district form, it’s a hardship request form and this was 2071 
prepared June of 2012? 2072 
A: 12 yeah, that for the beginning one, the first one. 2073 
 2074 
Q: That was the first one? 2075 
A: That was the first one yes. 2076 
 2077 
Q: And so, it looks like it was approved on June 6, 2012? 2078 
A: Yes. I don’t know what day, I mean, that was… 2079 
 2080 
Q: Do you know whether the student ever enrolled at Manatee High School? 2081 
A: I know that he enrolled but he never a feet in the school because they left before that. 2082 
 2083 
Q: So he enrolled but he never showed up for school during… 2084 
A: Yes. 2085 
 2086 
Q: Okay.  I’m looking at a second hardship form that was prepared July 8, 2013 and this was for the 2087 
same student, Einar Diaz and this time he enrolled in the school, looks like August 14, 2013? 2088 
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A: Yes, because he was living with his cousin.  Can I ask you a question? I’m very nervous because I’m 2089 
like, did I do something wrong…? 2090 
 2091 
Q: Did you do something wrong? 2092 
A: Yeah, that’s why I’m like; you don’t know I didn’t sleep last night.  I’m like why, I not even met you, I 2093 
mean I met you before for like two minutes then you asked me a question and Mr. Sauer, I remember 2094 
then and I’m like what is going on?  That’s why I ask you I want to know what is going on.  And I know 2095 
that can maybe not tell me that way I be prepared for.  I just wonder. 2096 
 2097 
Q: Again, I’m looking into some allegations regarding Manatee High School baseball. 2098 
A: Okay 2099 
 2100 
Q: And collecting information but one thing that I discovered was that Einar Diaz was here in Manatee 2101 
County in 2012. 2102 
A: Yeah, uh hmm 2103 
 2104 
Q: And that he participated with the baseball team. 2105 
A: He did participate at that time? 2106 
 2107 
Q: Yes 2108 
A: Oh, you see, I didn’t know that. 2109 
 2110 
Q: Well allegedly he had participated with the baseball team and then subsequently attempted to enroll 2111 
in the school though as you said he never came to the school though he was approved for hardship. 2112 
A: Okay. 2113 
 2114 
Q: And then I’m being told that he came back again this summer and ultimately enrolled in the school. 2115 
A: Yeah, yeah, uhum 2116 
 2117 
Q: So I know when I look… 2118 
A: Like I didn’t know he was playing or nothing like that okay, okay. 2119 
 2120 
Q: When I looked at the paperwork I also see that you are listed on the paperwork as a … 2121 
A: A contact 2122 
 2123 
Q: As a contact? 2124 
A: Yes, because I was at the school and to be able to see the student grades and talk to the teacher and 2125 
he was doing that, they put me down as a contact that way I can help, you know.  Because I cannot get 2126 
information about his grade I have to as a contact. 2127 
 2128 
Q: Well if you’re…but you’re an employee of Manatee High School at that time and the guardian was 2129 
Stacy Diaz, is that right? 2130 
A: Yes, uhum 2131 
 2132 
Q: Okay.  And do you know whether Einar Sr. is currently living here in… 2133 
A: I believe he… the season just over, the baseball season is just over and I think he’s in town. 2134 
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 2135 
Q: And do you know whether he is living with the… 2136 
A: With the son? 2137 
 2138 
Q: With the son? 2139 
A: I hope he does I mean I don’t know. I don’t have… 2140 
Q: What do you know about the Manatee Baseball Club? 2141 
A: Other than it’s a great, it’s a great team and I always try to support and go and watch them. 2142 
 2143 
Q: Who is the Manatee Baseball Club not the team but Manatee Baseball Club? Is that different from 2144 
the team or is it the same? 2145 
A: The booster or the club? I don’t know what is different. 2146 
 2147 
Q: The club? 2148 
A: I don’t know the difference. 2149 
 2150 
Q: Did you handle any bookkeeping when you were at Manatee High School? 2151 
A: The parking in this year when we was doing parking. That’s the only thing I helped to sell the parking 2152 
for the students.  They have the bookkeeper separate. 2153 
 2154 
Q: Okay, I got you. 2155 
A: I’m learning bookkeeper now. 2156 
 2157 
Q: Okay. That’s all the information that I have.  I just wanted to try to understand circumstances by 2158 
which the young man was enrolled at Manatee High School and then when I saw that you were listed as 2159 
a contact… 2160 
A: Oh okay, okay, because like I have like maybe 3 or 4 more cases, I not recall, in August the parents 2161 
who came to me and called me and asked for help that they have a student enrolled in Manatee 2162 
because it was Choice and then the brothers or sister was in another school and they said we cannot 2163 
drive them and I said just come here fill the paperwork and we send it to the Parent Information Center 2164 
and this almost the same similarity.  The only thing I know then that way I can be able to see the grade 2165 
because by law I cannot ask any teacher about him that’s why they put me in the contact name. 2166 
 2167 
Q: But if his guardian is local why is that you necessarily need to be able to see his grades because the 2168 
guardian lives here. 2169 
A: Okay, but like it’s a friend and I know that he is not doing well I can go and ask the teacher, cause I 2170 
cannot ask the teacher about any student.  I can say, I can sit them down and say okay you doing this 2171 
bad I saw your grades, cause I cannot look at people’s grades only if I have authority to do it and I can 2172 
see the kid and say you doing bad here and there and you need to improve. 2173 
 2174 
Q: And again, do you know his biological mother who he lives with Stacy…? 2175 
A: Stacy is not the biological mother. 2176 
 2177 
Q: Leslie Carpenter 2178 
A: Leslie Carpenter, I met her a few times and she’s the one who spoke with me too. 2179 
 2180 
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Q: So she called you and asked if you could help to enroll her son at Manatee High School last summer? 2181 
A: She says…the prior summer and she say that she is moving to the area and that’s why she wanted to 2182 
him to be because they was gonna be with Lino in the house. 2183 
 2184 
Q: Okay. 2185 
A: And they want Chase and him to go to the same school for transportation issues. 2186 
 2187 
Q: Now how is Lino at the school if he lives out of the school district? 2188 
A: I don’t know. 2189 
 2190 
Q: How is it that he is able to go to Manatee? 2191 
A: I don’t have a clue, I don’t know how, not Lino, Chase.   2192 
 2193 
Q: Chase yeah. 2194 
A: I don’t know.  He was choiced and I don’t know how that happened. 2195 
 2196 
Q: He was school choiced? 2197 
A: Yeah, he did the…I guess they did the procedure whenever they open and he was there. 2198 
 2199 
Q: Okay.  The last thing is on this document here which is the hardship request form for school year 2200 
2013 dated 6/6/12.  There’s some notes here it says Loyda Perez at Manatee called said okay to come.  2201 
How does that pertain to the hardship? 2202 
A: Here, right here is the approval from Mr. Kane.  He was the interim principal.  2203 
 2204 
Q: Explain to me the process.  Who fills out this form? 2205 
A: The student or the parents fill it out and if the parents are in my office I can help them to fill it out and 2206 
then they, you see I help them to fill out living with the cousin and then the principal approved it and 2207 
then I call to make sure that everything went through, I call the Parent Information Center I guess she 2208 
receives these and then she says okay and I talked to the person, this is approved that way they can go 2209 
to the registrar and do the paperwork. It’s a follow up conversation that I was call. 2210 
 2211 
Q: But the document was completed on June 6th, right? 2212 
A: Yeah but that’s like two years ago, yeah. 2213 
 2214 
Q: Right, so this form says it was completed on June 6th, is that right? 2215 
A: That what it says. 2216 
 2217 
Q: It was approved by…  2218 
A: Mr. Kane. 2219 
 2220 
Q: On what date? 2221 
A: June 6th, the same day cause they went over there and he approved it because this other student was 2222 
already living there was going to the school. 2223 
 2224 
Q: Okay. So it was submitted and approved on the same day? 2225 
A: Yes. That’s what they usually do. 2226 
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Q: This document that I’m showing you is for the current year and this is a hardship request document.  2227 
This was dated July 8, 2013, right? 2228 
A: Uhum 2229 
 2230 
Q: That’s the date that it was completed. It was approved on 8/14/13, is that right? 2231 
A: That’s when they start doing all the transit and everything but then he was not in here, I believe so.  2232 
He traveled back in August because they was not sure 100% that he was gonna come. 2233 
 2234 
Q: So that would delay the process… 2235 
A: Yeah 2236 
 2237 
Q: Between the time that the hardship request form was prepared and the time that it was approved? 2238 
A: Yeah because I mean you cannot send it if you don’t know 100% that he was gonna come. 2239 
 2240 
Q: So you’re saying this form was completed but it was not submitted to the district? 2241 
A: Until she came back and she said yes he’s coming and he’s in my house now. 2242 
 2243 
Q: Okay. 2244 
A: That one, the mother and everything she was present and the student was present. 2245 
 2246 
Q: The mother was present… 2247 
A: Yes. 2248 
 2249 
Q: And the student was present… 2250 
A: Yes and this one here no 2251 
 2252 
Q: On the 6/6/12? 2253 
A: Yeah cause the mother was trying to move here to Florida. 2254 
 2255 
Q: So the mother was here? 2256 
A: Yes uhum 2257 
 2258 
Q: Now the 6/6/12 hardship request form is approved based on the mom moving here. 2259 
A: Uhum 2260 
 2261 
Q: The July 8, 2013 hardship form also had a guardianship affidavit and you’re saying that affidavit is 2262 
presented because the mom at that point decided not to move here? 2263 
A: Yeah. 2264 
 2265 
Q: Okay.  And was the father living here at that time, do you know? 2266 
A: No. He’s a major league coach. 2267 
 2268 
Q: Okay. That helps me a great deal I just needed some clarification. 2269 
A: Yeah no problem. 2270 
 2271 
Its 11:20 and the interview is over 
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Jill Rocklein Interview 2272 

October 21, 2013 @ 12:00 PM 2273 

School District of Manatee County 2274 

Office of Professional Standards 2275 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 2276 

 2277 
Q: Please state your name 2278 
A: Jill Rocklein 2279 
 2280 
Q: Ms. Rocklein, I’m calling you here because I am conducting an inquiry, if you will, into Manatee 2281 
baseball.  Can you tell me what your affiliation is with Manatee baseball? 2282 
A: I am an involved parent. This is my third son to be on the team and for the past eight years I have 2283 
been a very involved parent, helper, volunteer. 2284 
 2285 
Q: Are you also a member of the Manatee High School Baseball Boosters Association, or Club? 2286 
A: Yes, I am. 2287 
 2288 
Q: And, what is your role there? 2289 
A: A voting member, supportive parent voting member. 2290 
 2291 
Q: And, do you have any responsibilities finances? 2292 
A: Yes 2293 
 2294 
Q: What is that? 2295 
A: Helping with the fundraisers.  Uh, my main responsibility this year was the steak out.  The main steak 2296 
out fundraiser.  I organized it, ran it and then did all the finance and turned everything over to Bruce. 2297 
 2298 
Q: Okay, do make deposits or write check for the Manatee baseball boosters? 2299 
A: No Sir 2300 
 2301 
Q: Talk to me a little bit about concessions, the concession stands for baseball during the season. Do you 2302 
run the concession stands? 2303 
A: No. No, I don’t run concession stands.  I help organize volunteers for it.  I might have ran a couple of 2304 
errands for it.  I volunteered in my time slot for it.  I ran some money to the banker for it. Set up, tear 2305 
down, that’s about it. 2306 
 2307 
Q: Who was the banker?  You said run money to the banker. 2308 
A: Bruce Braithwaite is the banker of the boosters and that’s who I would run money to. 2309 
 2310 
Q: Was that your normal responsibility, are you the person who collects the money from the 2311 
concessions and turns the money over to Bruce? 2312 
A: Yeah, I would say most of the time but not full time.  I don’t think it was my sole responsibility. 2313 
 2314 
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Q: Okay, and if you were not the person to handing money over to Bruce after concessions or after 2315 
baseball games, who would be that person? 2316 
A: Uh, I’m not sure if Bruce would stop in.  Sometimes Bruce would get deposits from the fields. 2317 
 2318 
Q: Okay 2319 
A: Sometimes Bruce would stop by and take the money bag, sometimes I brought the money bag to him. 2320 
 2321 
Q: Okay, and if you did not bring the money bag to Bruce, who was Bruce? 2322 
A: Bruce is the banker.  He is the banker on Manatee Avenue, I’m not sure what bank he is with. 2323 
 2324 
Q: What is his role with the Manatee baseball? 2325 
A: He is the president.  He is the president of the Manatee Booster Club 2326 
 2327 
Q: If there was a baseball game and concession money was not given to you, would you know whether 2328 
the money or who gave the money to Bruce, would you know whether the money in fact got to Bruce? 2329 
A: It wasn’t a scheduled, to my knowledge; it wasn’t a scheduled you know pick up deposit directly on 2330 
that day and sometimes in the envelope or in the money bag was concession and ad money and 2331 
sometimes steak out money.  You know, there were multiple, and I’m pretty sure we kept a good track 2332 
of it.  Sometimes for concession there was apparel, not every envelope was just concession. It was 2333 
multiple items that we were collecting for.  Whether it was program ads, you know, there were multiple 2334 
fund raisers going on at one time. So I couldn’t tell you what was in what envelope. 2335 
 2336 
Q: Okay.  Well, let me ask you specifically, I interviewed with Coach Strong today and I asked Coach 2337 
Strong Specifically about money to baseball games that would have been a double header on a Saturday 2338 
which was the 30th of March and a home game on April 3rd against Lakewood Ranch and I asked Coach 2339 
Strong if he collected the money from those monies and he said he did.  I asked him if he forwarded that 2340 
money to the boosters, Bruce Braithwait, and he said he gave you the money.  He said that after every 2341 
game, they, the concessions people gave him the money and after every game he gave you the money.  2342 
And I asked if he specifically gave you the money on those dates and he said yes.  Is that true? 2343 
A: I couldn’t tell you what day, I couldn’t tell you what date and whenever he gave me an envelope or 2344 
the money bag, the following day I brought it to Bruce.   2345 
 2346 
Q: Okay.  There are two other dates.  There is a April 19th against Cardinal Mooney and there is a March 2347 
14th against Venice. Do you remember receiving concession money from Coach Strong on two dates? 2348 
A: I don’t remember dates.  I don’t remember what envelopes held. 2349 
 2350 
Q: Okay. Now, I have the accounting report from the Manatee baseball boosters account.   2351 
A: Okay 2352 
 2353 
Q: This was forwarded to me by the president Bruce Braithwait and the only money that they received, 2354 
or the final monies that they received from baseball concessions was March 8th.  They had not received 2355 
any money since that date.  I have statements from others that concessions were being run on those 2356 
dates and that the money was collected and turned over.  So, my question to you is this, if Coach Strong 2357 
is telling me that every game he collected the money, so he admits that the money was collected and 2358 
that he gave you the money.  I need for you to tell me where the money is because the money did not 2359 
get turned in to Bruce or anyone else in the boosters.  Can you tell me where that money is? 2360 
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A: It went from me to Bruce Braithwait. 2361 
 2362 
Q: Are you telling me that you gave Bruce money after March 8, 2013? 2363 
A: Whenever I was handed the money bag, I went and visited Bruce and handed it to him. 2364 
Q: Okay.  And, if I’m saying to you that the records for the Manatee Baseball Association show that the 2365 
only monies that came in and that my conversation with the president is that that was confirmed, that 2366 
was the last date that he received money from concessions was on March 8, 2013 and that there were 2367 
four games after that where he did not receive any of the concession money.  Are you telling me that 2368 
you did make that or that it’s possible that the last time you turned over money was on that March 8th 2369 
date? 2370 
A: Again, dates and what was in the envelope was not in my roam of knowledge.  2371 
 2372 
Q: Do you remember Coach Strong giving you a sack of money from the last date… 2373 
A: He did that several times 2374 
 2375 
Q: How many times? 2376 
A: Several, several times 2377 
 2378 
Q: What is several? 2379 
A: This year, five times, six times, eight times.  Whenever he handed it to me I turned it in. 2380 
 2381 
Q: Okay.  When I’m looking at the schedules it looks like there were 18 home games and Coach Strong is 2382 
telling me after every game… 2383 
A: 18 home games? 2384 
 2385 
Q: 18 games at GT Bray with JV and varsity 2386 
A: Now, my son is not on JV but does JV run concession?  I’m unaware of that.  I’m only involved with 2387 
the varsity and the varsity volunteers because my son is on varsity.  So, I wouldn’t even know about JV.  2388 
So varsity is what I would know about.   2389 
 2390 
Q: You never collected any money from Coach Strong or anyone else to turn in from JV home games? 2391 
A: Not during the JV games because I was never there.  Whatever he would hand be would be when I 2392 
was at a varsity game. 2393 
 2394 
Q: Let’s see, we have 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11 varsity games.  And so, in 11 varsity games has Coach 2395 
Strong delivered the concession monies to you for all 11 games? 2396 
A: Again, I didn’t keep track of when and what time and how many time.  Whenever he would hand it to 2397 
me I would bring it to Bruce. 2398 
 2399 
Q: And do you remember turning over any money in April to Bruce? 2400 
A: I don’t remember. I don’t remember dates, sorry. 2401 
 2402 
Q: But if Coach Strong gave you the money you would have turned it over to Bruce? 2403 
A: Absolutely, absolutely. 2404 
 2405 
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Q: And if I said to you that Bruce, who is the president, has not received any money since March 8th, are 2406 
you telling me that that is incorrect? 2407 
A: I wouldn’t say that.  You know, I don’t want to speak for him.  You know, the organization maybe of 2408 
concession stand money, banner money, program money, steak out money, was that all properly added 2409 
in to the… 2410 
 2411 
Q: Well, let’s assume it was.  He is stating that March 8th is the last date he got concession sales money.  2412 
He’s asked for it but it has not been given to him.  And I’m asking you, I met with Coach Strong this 2413 
morning, Coach Strong says that every concession or concession money for every game was handed to 2414 
him and he then handed it to you.   2415 
A: Okay. 2416 

Q: My question is, is that a true statement based on, if you know, and based on the fact that there were 2417 
four games since March 8th and the booster president received that money last on March 8th.  He didn’t 2418 
receive the money from the March 14th, he didn’t receive the money from the April 19th, he didn’t 2419 
receive the money from the double header, the April 3rd, I’m sorry the double header was on March 30 2420 
or the senior game which was on Wednesday, April 3rd.  So he did not receive money from concessions 2421 
and that money was collected and given to Coach Strong.  Coach Strong statement is that he accepted 2422 
that money and that money was passed to you.   2423 
A: So, I made all of the transfers from the concession stand to Bruce Braithwait and Bruce Braithwait 2424 
never picked it up this year. Is that what is being said? 2425 
 2426 
Q: No.  What is being said is that Coach Strong statement is that he received the money directly from 2427 
the concessions or whoever.  He then gave you the money and in his statement, once he gave you the 2428 
money, he has no idea where the money went. 2429 
A: Hmm 2430 
 2431 
Q: The president is saying that he did receive money from concessions all the way up until March 8th of 2432 
2013. But that those last four or five games he did not receive money and the money on one of those 2433 
occasions or, I’m sorry, on two of those occasions went from concessions to the JV coach, I’m sorry, 2434 
from concessions to the varsity coach, someone by the name of Danny.  I guess he is the varsity 2435 
assistant.  And that he contacted Coach Strong, he and Coach Strong met up, he gave Coach Strong the 2436 
money and that’s the last he saw of the money.  Coach Strong is saying that he’s turned those monies 2437 
over to you.  Bruce Braithwait has no records of it and so that’s why I called you in.  I just need you to 2438 
clarify whether that’s an accurate statement by Coach Strong, that on every one of those games he 2439 
collected that money and he handed that money over to you.  And, if so, what did you do with that 2440 
money because that money is not with the boosters? 2441 
A: Well, I’m telling you that everything that Coach Strong handed me in the money bag was handed 2442 
straight over to Bruce.  And, I’m saying that I never went through it.  My job was the steak out.  That’s all 2443 
clear, you know, nothing is questioned there and whenever I would receive anything from Dwayne.  I 2444 
would hand it and drive it to Bruce maybe the following day.  Most of the time it was late at night. 2445 
 2446 
Q: Ms. Rocklein, do you understand that what we’re talking about here is a criminal piece? 2447 
A: Absolutely, absolutely 2448 
 2449 
Q: And are you sitting here today telling me… 2450 
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A: Yep 2451 
 2452 
Q: And, I’m trying to make it very clear.  I’m trying to ask these questions as clear as I can.  Did you 2453 
receive money in April from Coach Strong for concessions and if you did where is the money? 2454 
A: I can’t tell you if it was April or March or February, whenever he handed me an envelope, I brought it 2455 
to Bruce Braithwait.   2456 
 2457 
Q: And, if Bruce Braithwait and the financials that are audited I believe every year.  If his financials show 2458 
that the last time he received that money was on March 8th, are you telling me that was the last time 2459 
that you received money from Coach Strong and delivered it to the booster president? 2460 
A: If the deposit is there and it’s showing that then yes.  Every time he handed me the envelope I 2461 
brought it Bruce Braithwait. Again, this has been going on 8 years. 2462 
 2463 
Q: I’m not talking about 8 years.  I’m talking about right now… 2464 
A: I know, I know 2465 
 2466 
Q: And, what I’m asking you is if that’s the case, if in fact the last time you received money you turned it 2467 
over to Bruce Braithwait and Bruce Braithwait is showing on these records… 2468 
A: Put it in his records 2469 
Q: On this accounting report that that time was on March 8th, are you saying to me that that was the last 2470 
time that you received any money from Coach Strong from concessions? 2471 
A: It would have to be 2472 
 2473 
Q: So, if Coach Strong tells me… 2474 
A: If it was put in by Bruce, the last date, then that was the last date that I brought him money. 2475 
 2476 
Q: So, if Coach Strong is telling me that those last four games or five games he collected that money and 2477 
handed that money to you and that he doesn’t know what happened to that money after that, would 2478 
that be an incorrect statement based on the information that you have here? 2479 
A: Yeah. I would say that, if…  I’m saying that every time I got an envelope I handed it to Bruce the 2480 
following day, flat out.  I know what I know from my stand point.  I can’t speak for Coach Dwayne.  I 2481 
can’t speak for Bruce Braithwait.  I’m speaking for myself. 2482 
 2483 
Q: Is there any accounting?  How can you… 2484 
A: I have full accounting for the steak out.  Not for any other fundraising.  I was just an errand person 2485 
that would run the money to Bruce. 2486 
 2487 
Q: How then, would we know, is there any accounting between the end of the, well do they count the 2488 
money at the end of the games in concessions? 2489 
A: I don’t know.  All’s I remember is keeping money and apparel separate.  But I don’t remember 2490 
counting.  You know, when I was in charge of the concession, there’s a parent at concession every game 2491 
that over sees the volunteers at the games, so I don’t remember how it’s kept track.  Again, that wasn’t 2492 
my area.  My area is the steak out.  2493 
 2494 
Q: Okay, I don’t think I have any other questions for you.  I really appreciate your time. 2495 
A: No other questions? 2496 
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Not at this time, hopefully, if I have more I can reach you. 2497 
A: Okay 2498 
 2499 
This concludes the interview.  Its 12:21 
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Brian Stevens Interview 2500 

October 10, 2013 @ 1:30 PM 2501 

School District of Manatee County 2502 

Office of Professional Standards  2503 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 2504 

 2505 
Q: Please state your name 2506 
A: Brian Stevens 2507 
 2508 
Q: Brian Stevens you understand you are being recorded? 2509 
A: Yes Sir 2510 
 2511 
Q: What is your current position with the school district? 2512 
A: I am a PE teacher at Sugg Middle School. 2513 
 2514 
Q: How long have you been at Sugg? 2515 
A: At Sugg I believe this is my 5th year.  I’ve been in several schools. 2516 
 2517 
Q: And you are a baseball coach? 2518 
A: Yes, I am an assistant coach at Manatee High School. 2519 
 2520 
Q: What are your responsibilities there? 2521 
A:  I am the head JV coach and my duties are to take care of the JV team and to assist the varsity coach 2522 
when the season is over. So I go up with them and help out. 2523 
 2524 
Q: What are your experiences which led you to become a baseball coach here in Manatee County? 2525 
A: That’s not really a long story that a gentleman, Alan Melnick, still over at Manatee High School 2526 
needed some help and he recruited me to come over and help him.  So, I went over there and started 2527 
getting into coaching and enjoyed it, you know, enjoyed it a lot for two years. He was there with me, we 2528 
had a good time and learned a lot and helping the kids out, and that’s kind of where it started the 2529 
coaching and I’ve coached youth for years but as far as the high school level that’s what got me an 2530 
Manatee. 2531 
 2532 
Q: Do you have a personal experience with baseball, you played baseball? 2533 
A: Yes, I did.  I played baseball, I graduated from Manatee High in 1987, went to Hillsborough 2534 
Community College for two years and signed to play with the Seattle Mariners in 1991 I believe it was 2535 
and played 3 ½ seasons with them. 2536 
 2537 
Q: Okay.  The reason why I have you here is because we’ve got, maybe two weeks ago now; we received 2538 
a letter of concern regarding Manatee High School baseball.  There were, in the letter, there were some 2539 
allegations regarding how money was being utilized and some other things specific to the varsity 2540 
baseball program.  Also in the letter was a recommendation that I maybe call and speak with you a little 2541 
bit.  Do you have a son that’s on the team now, on the JV or varsity team? 2542 
A: Yes.  He is a junior now so he will be trying out for the varsity team. 2543 
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 2544 
Q: He’s a junior? 2545 
A: Now, yeah.  He’s not eligible to play JV so he’ll be trying out.  He played JV for two years and now he’ll 2546 
be eligible to play varsity. 2547 
 2548 
Q: What is your role on varsity games? 2549 
A: During varsity games, if we’re not having a game usually I’ll come to home games and dress out and 2550 
be on the bench and help out with the players if I’m available to do that I’ll be at those games.  That’s 2551 
the way it’s been in the past. 2552 
 2553 
Q: Are you familiar at all with the Manatee High School Booster’s Association” 2554 
A: Yes, a little bit. 2555 
 2556 
Q: Okay.  Who handles the concessions at the games, the varsity and JV games? 2557 
A: From my knowledge I know it’s been several different people because since Dwayne started that a 2558 
few years ago, you know he implemented the concession stand situation.  Parents would be running it.  2559 
He scheduled out parents to be in there and they would handle the money at that time until you know 2560 
selling stuff and then all monies would be turned back to Dwayne, from my information that I knew of. 2561 
 2562 
Q: Do you know what he would do once he received the money back at the end of the games? 2563 
A: I have no idea; I don’t have any idea what he did with that money. 2564 
 2565 
Q: Has there ever been a time when you were asked to hold on to the money after a game? 2566 
A: There was a time that he asked me to get change because we needed change for the money to be 2567 
able to change out people you know, because we only had big bills and I had to go get some change 2568 
before but I was never taking money after the fact.  It was either left on his desk or given to him directly 2569 
in the office. 2570 
 2571 
Q: Tell me about the varsity practices.  Did you participate with the varsity practices? 2572 
A: Um, let’s see, did I ever participate with the varsity practices? 2573 
 2574 
Q: Was a normal occurrence? 2575 
A: No.  We had separate practices.  JV would be going after the varsity would go so I’ll be out there.  At 2576 
the beginning of the year we go for a few weeks and sometimes one or two weeks as a group.  We teach 2577 
them on the way we do things so the younger kids can kind of see what is going on but then we would 2578 
split off and varsity would to first and we’d go second. 2579 
 2580 
Q: What was the varsity’s normal practice schedule? 2581 
A: Normally, I believe they would start around 3:00 and go to about 5:00 or 5:30. 2582 
 2583 
Q: And, they’d leave the field about between 5:00 and 5:30? 2584 
A: Yeah, depending on what they did that day. 2585 
 2586 
Q: What would they do after 5:00 or 5:30? Was there anything else that the kids were responsible for 2587 
after the normal practice was over at GT Bray? 2588 
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A: I don’t know that they were responsible for anything, I mean, he would let them know that Five Tools 2589 
is open and they could come down there and hit and stuff like that. I know that would be mentioned. I 2590 
don’t know if I ever heard him say it was mandatory but he would tell them that he is open. I hear kids 2591 
asking are you open tonight, are you open tonight, things like that, so. 2592 
Q: Have you ever, in your role as a JV coach ever heard Coach Strong question a kid as to why they were 2593 
not at Five Tools? 2594 
A: Well, the only thing that comes to mind is Sunday’s. There was a lot of heat that he put on the kids to 2595 
be there on Sunday’s and he used example’s that you know we’re not playing well, you guys aren’t 2596 
hitting well and you need to be there Sunday, you know I’m open you need to be there.  I’ve heard him 2597 
say things like that to that fact. 2598 
 2599 
Q: And how about after practices Monday through Friday? Any instances where you may have heard the 2600 
coach either address a kid down, if you will, in front of players, because the kid was not participating at 2601 
Five Tools? 2602 
A: I can’t think off the top of my head of that happening directly in my presence. And just to add too on 2603 
that Sunday thing, I mean, I’m sure you probably know this already, I don’t know if you do but, he was 2604 
told not to do the Sunday thing so that stopped. 2605 
 2606 
Q: When did that stop? 2607 
A: It was during the season.  I know there was a phone call and something happened but he was told no 2608 
one is allowed to come on Sunday anymore. So that did stop. 2609 
 2610 
Q: No one was allowed to come to Five Tools on Sunday? 2611 
A: On Sunday, yeah, I guess somebody considered that to be a practice. 2612 
 2613 
Q: And who told him that, do you know? 2614 
A: No. Again, I would get information from the kid sometimes.  He wouldn’t always tell me everything 2615 
and I had just heard through the grapevine you can’t be there anymore.  I think he actually came and 2616 
told the JV kids is what it was, after his practice he came with my kids and told them you can’t come on 2617 
Sunday’s anymore and made the announcement to all of them. 2618 
 2619 
Q: Why do you think it was important for him to tell the kids that they couldn’t come over to the batting 2620 
cages on Sunday? 2621 
A: Well in my opinion, because he had kind of pressing them that they should be going there on Sundays 2622 
and he’d been telling them that in several instances where he told them you need to be there, you need 2623 
to be there, because that his only chance to work with those kids.  He couldn’t work with them around 2624 
me because you know he wouldn’t be there during JV practice and I was told not to work with the kids.  2625 
Specifically I can’t help these kids hit and that was the bottom line I couldn’t help them hit.  So the only 2626 
way for these kids to learn how to hit was to be around him and that was the only time for him to do 2627 
that. 2628 
 2629 
Q: So, you were the JV coach and the head coach told you not to work with the kids on their hitting? 2630 
A: Yes. 2631 
 2632 
Q: Was there anything else that as a JV coach you couldn’t work with or work on with your kids? 2633 
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A: Well as far as work on or work with, I mean, I was with the kids so I did everything I could but yeah 2634 
there were things that you know we had to do his way, I mean, he’s the head guy so I didn’t really want 2635 
to cause him any waves but you know everything had to go through him. If we had to do any pitching, 2636 
we weren’t allowed to work with any pitchers unless it went through him.  We weren’t allowed to 2637 
change anything with hitters and everything had to go through him.  That’s part of the reason why I had 2638 
so many people coming on and off in JV. I mean it was hard for me to keep a staff because, they were 2639 
like, are you kidding, I come here and I can’t coach? What can I do? You know, it was tough. 2640 
Q: Tell me about the GT Bray Park?  Is that your home field? 2641 
A: That’s our home field, yes. 2642 
 2643 
Q: Is that where you hold your practices? 2644 
A: Yes 2645 
 2646 
Q: Tell me how that field is laid out? 2647 
A: Well, you walk up to the park; it’s actually back up to four parks. You have three small youth fields 2648 
and one large field is the one we play on.  We have a club house that’s attached it was built 15-20 years 2649 
ago I’m not sure of the exact date, and some batting cages that were put out there for us on the home 2650 
side which would be first base line side.  The field faces out towards the parking lot.  It’s a full size field 2651 
that accommodates high school. 2652 
 2653 
Q: How many batting cages are out there? 2654 
A: We have one batting cage that can be broken into two tunnels that is on the first base side and 2655 
there’s also a couple on the third base side but they are juniors’ cages.  We could use them, they don’t 2656 
lock us out of them but those are technically the juniors’ cages for little league. 2657 
 2658 
Q: So, you have three accessible specific to high school and then there’s another four that’s out on the 2659 
field as well? 2660 
A: I would think you probably have, there are batting cages that split and then two cages. So, there are 2661 
two cages that are just Manatee High School cages and on the other side you have a couple more.  2662 
There’s two more that you could use. 2663 
 2664 
Q: Okay, I got you.  And, did you guys use those cages during practice? 2665 
A: During practice, yes we did. 2666 
 2667 
Q: JV and varsity? 2668 
A: Yes 2669 
 2670 
Q: The cages were available for practice but then after practice the kids were still asked to come over to 2671 
Five Tools? 2672 
A: Five Tools at Sandlot, yeah.  I don’t know what he calls it. 2673 
 2674 
Q: Why is that, if you have these facilities there, if you have batting cages that you practice on? 2675 
A: I can only give you my opinion of it. 2676 
 2677 
Q: Okay, give me your opinion. 2678 
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A: My opinion would be, I mean, is it, like I said before with the JV kids, Dwayne couldn’t be around 2679 
them because I was there.  Like I said he didn’t want me teaching them to hit so that his opportunity to 2680 
work with the kids. That’s what my opinion is. I mean, the older kids I would say because he’d want 2681 
them to hit more and specifically maybe work on some other things with the older kids too. 2682 
 2683 
Q: Okay, but you said that your practice, varsity practice is first and JV practice is afterwards, right? 2684 
A: Yes. 2685 
 2686 
Q: So, how was it that Coach Strong couldn’t work with the JV kids after his varsity practice? 2687 
A: I see where you’re going with this, yeah. 2688 
Q: If the JV kids were then practicing with you, I’m just trying to understand that? 2689 
A: Yeah, that’s a good point.  He could have stayed there and worked with them at practice. Is that what 2690 
you’re trying to say? Work with them at my practice? 2691 
 2692 
Q: Yes. If he wanted to work with them, right? 2693 
A: Yes, I guess that’s an option that could have been there and uh… 2694 
 2695 
Q: Do you have any idea why that didn’t happen? 2696 
A: No, I don’t.  I mean I’m sure there were times he did stay back and help them too.  I know I can think 2697 
of when there were times he did stay but not all the time.  I’m not sure why.  I’m just giving you my 2698 
opinion. I’m sure he’d be the best one to answer why he did that but there definitely was you know, the 2699 
kids did feel pressured to go to Five Tools there’s no doubt.  I can tell you may be thinking from 2700 
Dwayne’s point of view that the more you hit the better you are. So if you got more opportunity to 2701 
swing the bat, you know, it’s just gonna make you better. 2702 
 2703 
Q: I heard that there were kids, a lot of kids that went to Five Tools but there was really not instruction.  2704 
That he kids were there but they were kind of doing things on their own.  Have you ever been to Five 2705 
Tools? 2706 
A: Yes, I have. 2707 
 2708 
Q: Have you ever been to Five Tools after a practice during the regular season? 2709 
A: No, I can’t say I have. In the five years, I don’t think I’ve ever gone to his place after a practice.  We’ve 2710 
had some rain outs where we moved our practice to there and I’ve been to those and we field bullpens 2711 
and things like that.  But no I don’t think I’ve ever been after a practice, no. 2712 
 2713 
Q: So, during the season, when would you have gone over to Five Tools? 2714 
A: During the season, I don’t think I ever would unless there was a rain out and then he would offer, he 2715 
would open it up for the kids to be over there and I’d tell the kids what time to meet over there and 2716 
they could throw their bullpens and hit. We did that a few times during the rain outs. 2717 
 2718 
Q: Was there a fee for you guys to go over to Five Tools? 2719 
A: He never charged the kids any fees that I know of. 2720 
 2721 
Q: At the practices when the kids went over to Five Tools, do you know whether there were any other 2722 
sport teams in the facilities or if they were mostly Manatee baseball players? 2723 
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A: Like I said, I wasn’t there during the season. But I mean, you want me to tell you, I was there in 2724 
summer and fall.  In summer and fall I would see other teams show up sometimes.  I did witness you 2725 
know, a few other little league teams hitting in cages and I did witness some other kids taking private 2726 
lessons.  A lot of times that’s what he’d be doing is giving lessons you know and stuff like that. 2727 
 2728 
Q: How about other high school teams? 2729 
A: I never saw any other high school teams. I did see some other players.  In the past there were a few 2730 
players from Lakewood Ranch.  I can remember they went there before they graduated but I can’t think 2731 
of a whole team, no, no whole high school teams. 2732 
 2733 
Q: After the regular baseball season was over.  What did the kids do after the regular season was over? 2734 
A: I think, usually, we had a week or two off and then there would be, we would start working on camp.  2735 
You’re talking about summer, right? 2736 
Q: Yeah, after the season. 2737 
A: Season ends about April and JV would end sooner. The JV kids would be told when the season is over 2738 
you know, do you need to keep coming down to Five Tools and hit and stuff.  He would let them know to 2739 
come down there and they’re ending earlier.  So they basically need somewhere to go workout I guess is 2740 
why he was doing that.  Then the varsity would end around April like we do and the same thing, you 2741 
know, those kids were told to come down because I know we would start tournament before the 2742 
summer.  The first tournament actually starts before summer.  So I know we were working out down 2743 
there and stuff and doing some things. 2744 
 2745 
Q: What kind of things were you doing? 2746 
A: Well, he would do the normal stuff, have them outside throwing and hitting the cages and you know 2747 
working on some boards, throwing some ground balls, throwing on the board working their hands, 2748 
things like that. 2749 
 2750 
Q: Were the baseball players still on there for free? 2751 
A: As far as I know.  I don’t know of anybody paying, I mean, the word that I heard a few years back was 2752 
that he was told specifically not to accept any money from any parents? 2753 
 2754 
Q: Who told him that? Do you know? 2755 
A: I was told it was Gagnon.  That’s all hearsay because I don’t know, I wasn’t in the conversation.  That’s 2756 
what I was told. 2757 
 2758 
Q: After the season is over and Coach Strong is telling the kids they need get over to Five Tools, is there 2759 
any point and time between the end of the season and the beginning of the next season that the kids 2760 
are having to pay to be at Five Tools? 2761 
A: The only thing the kids have to pay is for summer camp and the summer camp is attached to our 2762 
summer baseball. He would tell the parents that it’s mandatory.  We had a parent meeting this summer, 2763 
I was there, and it’s mandatory that you have to do the camp to play the summer baseball and he told 2764 
the parents that baseball is free but the camp is mandatory.  So as long as they do the camp then the 2765 
summer baseball is free and that’s the exact words or happens to the parents.  So that’s the way it goes 2766 
you know and that’s all I know as far as paying. 2767 
 2768 
Q: How much was that fee, do you remember? 2769 
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A: I believe its $325. I don’t have the flyer with me anymore but I would hand them out at my school for 2770 
him, you know, I think Glass did it when he was over at King a few times too.  This year I don’t think we 2771 
had flyers now that I think about it. 2772 
 2773 
Q: Did you work the camp? 2774 
A: I did not work the camp.  I have worked the camp.  In fact I worked the first year of the camp and it 2775 
didn’t really work out the way I thought it would.  2776 
 2777 
Q: Why? 2778 
A: I just didn’t really like a lot of the things that were being done, you know, as far as the drills and stuff 2779 
so, and it was hot and it just wasn’t for me, so.  Plus, I have four children and we didn’t really get into 2780 
that, but, you know, I had a lot going on in the summer too.  I had small children at time and still do you 2781 
know, that required a lot of my time also.  So, I felt it was best for me to step away from the camp and I 2782 
still helped in the baseball, coaching.  So whenever at the games, he needed somebody to be at the 2783 
games to coach then that’s what I would do.  He’d call me up and let me know where they were and he 2784 
would send the players over. 2785 
 2786 
Q: Okay, and were these Manatee High School players? 2787 
A: They were all the ones that were in the camp, yeah.  He would tell them at the camp.  He would pick 2788 
them out from the camp.  Like, you go, you go, you go, you go and they would head over they’d play in 2789 
that game that week or that weekend whenever it was. 2790 
 2791 
Q: Okay. And, I’ve also, someone else I interviewed earlier today told me that if the kids did not come to 2792 
the camp or missed a camp day then the kid was not able to play in the games. Do you have any 2793 
information to confirm that or deny that? 2794 
A: I would have to say that sounds pretty truthful to me.  I mean, that was Dwayne’s, would make 2795 
decisions on kids if they missed camp.  I think he might have told some kids that, that you had to be at 2796 
camp to play.  I mean you couldn’t miss every day at camp and go play.  I do think that probably sounds 2797 
right.  Of course that was him though, I heard stories where some kids didn’t go to camp and he let 2798 
them go.  So I guess that was his choice on what he wanted to do and who he’ll allow to play. 2799 
 2800 
Q: What was your experience with your own son? Did you son go to the camps in the summer? 2801 
A: Yes 2802 
 2803 
Q: And, did your son miss any days? 2804 
A: There was some days that he would have missed, yeah.  Because he had other camps he would go to 2805 
and other things he did.  I know he went to Florida State camp and missed but he didn’t play that 2806 
weekend.  I didn’t want him to, to tell you the truth. 2807 
 2808 
Q: How come? 2809 
A: Because, it was right before the season, this is last summer.  But, I don’t have any evidence that 2810 
Dwayne purposely held him out of the camp, you know, game, for that. 2811 
 2812 
Q: Okay.  Is there anything else that concerns you about or that would concern you about the Manatee 2813 
High School baseball program?  Something that you didn’t feel comfortable with or that you think is 2814 
something that I need to know in order to try do a thorough job as I can with this investigation? 2815 
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A: Well, as far as, we’re speaking of possible violations? 2816 
Yes. 2817 
A: Can I as you a question off the record for a second? 2818 
Q: Off the record?  2819 
A: Yeah. 2820 
 2821 
Q: We can’t really go off the record but you can ask the question. 2822 
A: Concerns to me, last year there was an incident that had me a little concern because I was coaching 2823 
again where he would send some players down and one of the players was only going into 8th grade.  2824 
And, I knew that wasn’t right.  And I was 90% sure of the kid because I’d coach the kid when he was 2825 
little.  I used to coach youth sports so I knew the kid and I’m like wait a minute, that doesn’t seem right.  2826 
So, I called Dwayne and he was pretty sure he was of age and I told him I’m pretty sure he is not.  So the 2827 
kid, he said play him anyway, and the kid played and then when the kid’s dad showed up, you know, I’m 2828 
concerned.  So I went over and confirmed and the kid was only in 8th grade. 2829 
 2830 
Q: And this was JV baseball game? 2831 
A: Yeah, it was a Manatee baseball team. 2832 
 2833 
Q: During… 2834 
A: Summer. It was a summer team game.  And, at that point, I was like oops, you know, I mean the kid is 2835 
with us now.  He is a freshman now.  This happened last year. 2836 
 2837 
Q: What is that kid’s name? 2838 
A: Ricky Reyes.  So, I mean, I just want to be up front with you because I don’t want to have anything 2839 
hidden, you know then this comes back later. 2840 
 2841 
Q: This was a high school league and this was in the summer? 2842 
A: This was last summer playing with Manatee Baseball Club.  The team that’s supposed to be Manatee 2843 
Baseball got kids, incoming freshman minimum.  You know, you can’t have junior high kids playing. 2844 
 2845 
Q: And this was not going into the 9th grade, he was going into the 8th grade? 2846 
A: He was going into 8th grade. 2847 
 2848 
Q: Okay, is there anything else? 2849 
A: Not that I can think of.  I mean, we did everything you asked me. I mean, I’ve tried to be honest with 2850 
you and tell you everything I know and I can’t think of anything.  I mean again, Dwayne, I think really 2851 
does care about the kids, you know, and wants them to get better and I know you probably can tell that 2852 
from talking to some people anyway, but, its’ unfortunate you know, I don’t really know.  I could tell you 2853 
this and this is the last thing I’ll tell you.  It didn’t always go this way.  The first few years we weren’t at 2854 
Five Tools all the time.  So, I don’t why it led us being over all the time. 2855 
 2856 
Q: How long ago, tell me when that started, when you guys were at Five Tools pretty much all the time? 2857 
A: We were doing workouts when he first got here, in the gym, working out in the gym the first couple 2858 
of years.  I mean, he was doing work outs, taking video of kid, showing their bodies develop, doing 2859 
running programs at the school, throwing programs out in the field and then I’m not sure exactly what 2860 
the date or what year it was but it just kind of got to where okay a little bit at a time, more and more, 2861 
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and we’d just end up being over there all the time doing all the workouts over there.  I can’t tell you 2862 
exact dates but it did kind of seem to transgress to the point where we are over there the majority of 2863 
the time. 2864 
 2865 
Q: Alright well, coach I appreciate you coming down here and talking to me and if I have any other 2866 
questions for you I hope that you’d be available for me. 2867 
A: Absolutely, no problem. 2868 
 2869 
We conclude this interview. It’s 1:55 PM 
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Dwayne Strong Interview 2870 

October 21, 2013 @ 9:20 2871 

School District of Manatee County 2872 

Office of Professional Standards 2873 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 2874 
 2875 
 2876 
Q: Please state your name for the record 2877 
A: Dwayne Strong 2878 
 2879 
Q: And, Mr. Strong is being joined by his counsel, please state your name. 2880 
A: Jose Estigarribia  2881 
 2882 
Q: Mr. Estigarribia, do you have a comment that you’d like to make before I get started with my 2883 
interview? 2884 
A:  Simply, that we are here in good faith and to cooperate. 2885 
 2886 
Q: Okay.  Mr. Strong, what is your current position with Manatee County? 2887 
A: I’m a discipline liaison and baseball coach 2888 
 2889 
Q: How long have you been with the school district? 2890 
A: As a coach 6 years and substituting and PE and discipline person for the past 6 years. 2891 
 2892 
Q: How long have you been the head baseball coach at Manatee High School? 2893 
A: 6 years 2894 
 2895 
Q: The reason why I called you in today is because we received some information and a number 2896 
allegations surrounding Manatee High School Baseball Program and there was some specific concerns 2897 
about you as the head baseball coach.  The first thing I really need to know is how many assistant 2898 
baseball coaches did you have this year? 2899 
A: I had two on varsity? 2900 
 2901 
Q: What were their names? 2902 
A: Brett Daly and Daniel Carter 2903 
 2904 
Q: Were they also your JV coaches? 2905 
A: No Sir 2906 
 2907 
Q: Who were your JV coaches? 2908 
A: Brian Stevens and Jimmy Little 2909 
 2910 
Q: You have a booster association is that right? 2911 
A: Correct. 2912 
 2913 
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Q: What’s the name of the booster association? 2914 
A: Manatee Baseball Boosters 2915 
 2916 
Q: How does that booster association work for the baseball program? 2917 
A: They’re over the fundraiser and they handle all the fundraising. 2918 
 2919 
Q: When you say they are over fundraising what does that mean specifically? 2920 
A: That they write the checks for things that need to be done for the program.  The kids and the parents 2921 
and myself do the majority of the fundraising. 2922 
 2923 
Q: You guys hold fundraising events?  2924 
A: Correct 2925 
 2926 
Q: What kind of events do you hold? 2927 
A: We’ve got a steak out, we’ve got a fence sign sales, we’ve got a media guide, we’ve got concessions. 2928 
That’s it. 2929 
 2930 
Q: Does the money that’s collected for signs, for the steak out and for concessions, does that money go 2931 
back to the boosters? 2932 
A: Yes 2933 
 2934 
Q: What does the boosters use that money for? 2935 
A: Just things, uniforms, pay the coaches, baseball equipment for the team. 2936 
 2937 
Q: What is Five Tools Baseball? 2938 
A: It’s an indoor batting facility that I own. 2939 
 2940 
Q: How long have you owned that facility? 2941 
A: About 13 years 2942 
 2943 
Q: At some point and time while the head baseball coach, did you enter in an agreement with Manatee 2944 
High School to provide services? 2945 
A: Yes 2946 
 2947 
Q: Explain that relationship. 2948 
A: Just that any kid that’s at Manatee High School that wants to play baseball has the ability to come and 2949 
use the facility at any time. 2950 
 2951 
Q: Is there a fee for doing so? 2952 
A: There’s not a fee, the school takes care of the fee.  There’s not anything directly to me. 2953 
 2954 
Q: How was that relationship established?  Tell me about that. 2955 
A: Back when I first got the job there was some issues in regards to kids coming and paying so we 2956 
entered an agreement which allowed any kid who is in Manatee High to come and use the facility at no 2957 
cost to them. The booster club pays for the membership. 2958 
 2959 
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Q: Be a little more specific I’m not understanding.  What were the issues surrounding payment? 2960 
A: To me? 2961 
 2962 
Q: Well you said that there was an issue surrounding… 2963 
A: Back in 2009 when I first became the coach there were kids coming there to hit and there were some 2964 
people, there was an allegation at the that time I guess that was made and we went through Coach 2965 
Kinnan and made an agreement that any kid who wants to play baseball and Manatee High School has 2966 
the ability and the booster club would pay the fee to Sandlot, to Five Tools. 2967 
 2968 
Q: What were the allegations? 2969 
A: Um, that the kids that were going there were only kids that were playing. 2970 
 2971 
Q: Okay.  And what is the Manatee Baseball Club? 2972 
A: It’s a summer program that I have, that I established when I came here.   When I became the baseball 2973 
coach at Manatee there was no summer program.  There was no year round baseball so uh, when I 2974 
started as a coach here we started playing summer games under Manatee Baseball Club. 2975 
 2976 
Q: And was that, is Manatee Baseball Club for Manatee High School baseball players? 2977 
A: Yes 2978 
 2979 
Q: Who gets to play on that team? 2980 
A: Any kid that’s at Manatee High School 2981 
 2982 
Q: Do you have kids on that team that have played on the team that were not enrolled at Manatee High 2983 
School? 2984 
A: No Sir 2985 
 2986 
Q: Never had a kid on that team? 2987 
A: Never had a kid on the team, that, no. 2988 
 2989 
Q: That was not enrolled at Manatee High School? 2990 
A: No Sir 2991 
 2992 
Q: Tell me how your concessions during Manatee baseball season were handled.  What was the, how 2993 
did you guys, were the boosters responsible for concessions? 2994 
A: Boosters, well yeah the boosters were, the parents were in control of it and they’d give me the 2995 
money then I’d give it to someone to give it to whoever because I didn’t have any signing or deposit 2996 
rights so whoever I gave it to, gave it to the person that it needed to be given. 2997 
 2998 
Q: Okay.  Who would you give the money to? 2999 
A: Jill Rocklein 3000 
 3001 
Q: Joe Rocklein? 3002 
A: Jill 3003 
 3004 
Q: Jill Rocklein? 3005 
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A: Yes 3006 
 3007 
Q: And so after baseball games, tell me how that works.   3008 
A: (audible) 3009 
 3010 
Q: I assume there is some money that is given to the concessions before a game starts. 3011 
A: Yes 3012 
 3013 
Q: And then there’s food and drinks that are sold? 3014 
A: Correct 3015 
 3016 
Q: And then once the game is over what happens? 3017 
A: Well I would collect the money and usually, cause I may not see her and in a week I may give her the 3018 
money less the start of the kitty which every year I put the start of the kitty and I never got money from 3019 
the boosters to start it. That was just like $120. 3020 
 3021 
Q: And Jill Rocklein, what is her position? 3022 
A: She’s on the board. 3023 
 3024 
Q: Which board? 3025 
A: The baseball booster board 3026 
 3027 
Q: And is she the only one that you gave money to after the games? 3028 
A: Yes 3029 
 3030 
Q: Okay.  When you first came to Manatee High School what was your job title? 3031 
A: I was owner of Five Tools Baseball and I was an assistant coach at Sarasota High. 3032 
 3033 
Q: No, no with the school district what was your… 3034 
A: Before I came to Manatee High? 3035 
 3036 
Q: No, what was your position at Manatee High School when you first came to Manatee High School? 3037 
A: I was a substitute teacher. 3038 
 3039 
Q: At some point and time were you hired on a temporary certificate? 3040 
A: Correct 3041 
 3042 
Q: As a PE teacher? 3043 
A: Yes 3044 
 3045 
Q: How many years were you in that role? 3046 
A: Two and a half 3047 
 3048 
Q: Why did you move from PE teacher to Parent Liaison?  What were those circucstances? 3049 
A: My temporary certificate ran out 3050 
 3051 
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Q: Okay.  And do you have any idea when that occurred? 3052 
A: Um, July of 2012 3053 
 3054 
Q: Okay, I think I have a copy of that certificate here.  Do you have a, June 30, 2012, had you had a 3055 
coaching certificate? 3056 
A: I had a coaching certificate prior to being there, yes, prior to doing this. 3057 
 3058 
Q: How about after June 30, 2012? 3059 
A: No, I didn’t have one.  I didn’t know I needed to have another one. I just got a notice at the end of the 3060 
year I need to get another one. 3061 
 3062 
Q: Okay.  Did you have a conversation with Coach Kinnan back in 2012 before the baseball season? 3063 
A: I don’t recall having a meeting with him. (Audible) meeting or ? 3064 
 3065 
Q: A meeting regarding needing to apply for an athletic coaching certificate? 3066 
A: No, I do not recall that meeting. 3067 
 3068 
Q: November 2012? 3069 
A: No, I don’t recall that meeting. 3070 
 3071 
Q: How about a second meeting on or about October 2013. Did Coach Kinnan talk to your needing an 3072 
athletic coaching certificate? 3073 
A: I got an email from him stating that I need to get a temporary, uh that I need to get a coaching 3074 
certificate.  I have not spoken with him personally but I did get an email from him. 3075 
 3076 
Q: If you have a copy of that I’d like you to send that over to me. 3077 
A: The one from October? 3078 
 3079 
Q: Yeah any correspondence regarding a coaching certificate okay. 3080 
A: Yeah 3081 
 3082 
Q: Now, one of the other allegations that came and talked about kids and/or parents feeling that they 3083 
needed to be at Five Tools for batting practice.  Was that something that you required the kids to 3084 
attend? 3085 
A: No Sir, no sir.  I never made that mandatory. 3086 
 3087 
Q: Did you have a day set aside, I believe it was a Tuesday, that’s what was reported to me, where the 3088 
pitchers had to be at Five Tools during the season and catchers had to be there to catch for them? 3089 
A: No Sir.  We have varsity practice at 3:00 and JV is at 5:30, so no.  That was something I set in the 3090 
summer because I a couple of former major league pitchers coming in to work with the pitchers so it 3091 
was just an optional thing but that was during the summer. 3092 
 3093 
Q: So nothing during the season? 3094 
A: No Sir, no sir 3095 
 3096 
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Q: Did you have, or were the kids being asked to come over to Five Tools after practice during the 3097 
season? 3098 
A: Only if they wanted to. 3099 
 3100 
Q: Did you ever have any conversations or voice your concerns at practice during the season about kids 3101 
that were not coming in to Five Tools? 3102 
A: No Sir.  I wasn’t getting any financial benefits from any of it.  So, you know, when I told the guys we 3103 
were struggling this past year and if you needed some extra help I’ll be at the Sandlot, I’ll be at Five 3104 
Tools after practice if you want to come and get some extra work. 3105 
Estigarribia: When you say we were struggling, do you mean the team? 3106 
A: The team, yes, the team. 3107 
 3108 
Q: Okay, the team was…, say that again? 3109 
A: The team was struggling. We were struggling and we had to share that facility with little league and 3110 
everybody else so we have a time constrain when it comes to the season. So we have to get on the field, 3111 
get all JV on the field and uh so I just told the guys if you need some extra help, you know, come to the 3112 
Sandlot which none of them came anyway so it was really (audible). 3113 
 3114 
Q: None of your players came to Sandlot? 3115 
A: This past year? No, their field. 3116 
 3117 
Q: How about before that? 3118 
A: Oh, the last two years, no.  The last two years I had very few kids come there afterwards. 3119 
 3120 
Q: Tell me about your camp that you have right after baseball season? 3121 
A: During the summer? 3122 
 3123 
Q: Yeah. 3124 
A: Uh it’s a… 3125 
 3126 
Q: What’s the name of the camp? 3127 
A: Dream Big, Do It Big.  It’s just a camp for any kids in the community who want to come out and 3128 
participate.  It’s a six week camp.  It runs from 8:30 to 11:30 for six weeks. Kids in the program come, 3129 
kids outside the program come.  We run it for six weeks Monday-Thursday. 3130 
 3131 
Q: Is that mandatory for the baseball players? 3132 
A: No Sir. There’s numerous kids that we have that don’t come to that camp. 3133 
 3134 
Q: Okay. 3135 
A: Five or six, seven that I can think of right now. 3136 
 3137 
Q: Okay.  Let’s go back to your certification.  At some point were you informed that your certification 3138 
would be running out? 3139 
A: In March of 2012. 3140 
 3141 
Q: And what steps did you take in March of 2012? 3142 
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A: Um, I asked for the help of one of assistants to help me find some classes online and signed up for 3143 
five classes to try to get that educational part of my certification done. 3144 
 3145 
Q: And did you sign up for the classes? 3146 
A: Yes I did. 3147 
 3148 
Q: Who was your assistant coach that helped you with that? 3149 
A: Richard Glass 3150 
 3151 
Q: How far did you get with that? 3152 
A: I passed them all. Two D’s, two C’s and a B 3153 
 3154 
Q: Did you solicit any assistance from anyone during the course of your classes? 3155 
A: Oh yes I did.  I hadn’t been in school in 20 plus years and I was lost so yeah I enlisted the help of 3156 
several people. 3157 
 3158 
Q: Did you enlist the help of teachers… 3159 
A: Teachers. 3160 
 3161 
Q: From Manatee High School? 3162 
A: Yes. 3163 
 3164 
Q: Students? 3165 
A: Students, former students, yes. 3166 
 3167 
Q: What kind of help did you solicit from your former students? 3168 
A: One of the kids had helped me write a paper. 3169 
 3170 
Q: What kind of help did he give you? How did he help you write it? 3171 
A: He wrote the paper for me. 3172 
 3173 
Q: He wrote the paper? 3174 
A: Uh hmm. 3175 
 3176 
Q: Who was that student? 3177 
A: Mr. Shrieves. 3178 
 3179 
Q: Okay.  How many papers did he write for you? 3180 
A:  Two I think. 3181 
 3182 
Q: Could it have been more? 3183 
A: It could have been. 3184 
 3185 
Q: Was he compensated for this? 3186 
A: Yes, I paid him. 3187 
 3188 
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Q: How much? 3189 
A: Uh, I think it was $80. 3190 
 3191 
Q: Okay.  And how do you justify that in your mind? 3192 
A: Um, I just needed help, didn’t understand how to do it. 3193 
 3194 
Q: And so… 3195 
A: And I asked him to help me and was going to help me and said I’ll just do it for you. 3196 
 3197 
Q: So you allowed a student to write the paper? 3198 
A: He wasn’t a student he was college kid.  He wasn’t a student anymore. He wasn’t a student at the 3199 
school he was in college. 3200 
 3201 
Estigarribia: Was he tutoring you? 3202 
A: Yes. 3203 
 3204 
Q: Was this a baseball, did he play for you at Manatee High School? 3205 
A: Yes. 3206 
 3207 
Q: When did he graduate? 3208 
A: 2011. 3209 
 3210 
Q: 2011? 3211 
A: Yes. 3212 
 3213 
Q: Okay.  Did you submit those papers? 3214 
A: Yes. 3215 
 3216 
Q: Did any of the coaches help you with any papers or give you any of their lessons any of their previous 3217 
lessons? 3218 
A: No. What do you mean give me any previous lessons? 3219 
 3220 
Q: Any work that they had previously done in that same class, did they pass on any of their own work to 3221 
you? 3222 
A: I took those classes at USF and the only person that did that was Glass but he didn’t take the same 3223 
classes.  There are some classes for ESE different types of things that you have to do for special needs 3224 
kids that he gave me help on but he didn’t give me any of his work per say. 3225 
 3226 
Q: Where did you take your classes? 3227 
A: USF 3228 
 3229 
Q: Did you take any classes at the St. Pete College? 3230 
A: Oh actually it was St. Pete, I’m sorry, not USF. St. Pete College, I’m sorry. 3231 
 3232 
Q: Okay.  Who is Ricky Reyes? 3233 
A: He’s just a friend of mine. 3234 
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 3235 
Q: How is he affiliated with baseball? 3236 
A: I met him through the little leagues out at GT Bray. 3237 
 3238 
Q: Does he have a son at Manatee High School? 3239 
A: Yes. 3240 
 3241 
Q: What grade is the son in? 3242 
A: 9th 3243 
 3244 
Q: Did his son play on your Manatee Baseball Club in the summer? 3245 
A: This past summer? 3246 
 3247 
Q: Yeah. 3248 
A: Yes. 3249 
 3250 
Q: Did he play in any games the following summer? 3251 
A: He’s just in 9th grade now so this summer was his first time. 3252 
 3253 
Q: Right 8th grade. Did he ever play in a game when he was in 7th grade? 3254 
A: Yes he did, I thought he was in the 8th grade, he played one game.  When I found out he was in the 8th 3255 
grade I had to take him out. 3256 
 3257 
Q: How long have you and Ricky Reyes been friends? 3258 
A: A year maybe.  I wasn’t even aware, when he, Mr. Stevens was the one who informed me that he was 3259 
an 8th grader and I had to take him off because I wasn’t aware that was uh,   at the time, I wasn’t aware 3260 
that he was coming to 8th grade I thought he was coming to 8th grade. 3261 
 3262 
Q: Okay.  What is your understanding on the policy surrounding students who are not enrolled in 3263 
Manatee High School playing on Manatee High School Club? 3264 
A: Well if they’re not allowed to that’s why I said when I found out he was able to I took him off because 3265 
I thought he was an 8th grader coming into 9th grade. 3266 
 3267 
Q: Let’s go back to the concession piece.  Was there, towards the end of the season, was there a game 3268 
whereby the concession money was given to one your assistant coaches, uh Danny, you have an 3269 
assistant coach by the name of Danny? 3270 
A: Yes. 3271 
 3272 
Q: Did Danny receive a sum of money at the end of a concession, at the end of a baseball game and 3273 
contact you about what to do with that money? 3274 
A: Uh, I don’t recall. 3275 
 3276 
Q: Let me keep going… 3277 
Estigarribia:  Do you have a time frame? 3278 
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Q: It would have been the end of the school year allegedly there was a sum of money that was given to 3279 
the assistant coach Danny.  Danny contacted you and asked if he can give that money over to the 3280 
president of the boosters? 3281 
A: I don’t recall that conversation at all. 3282 
 3283 
Q: And, you told Danny to hold the money in his car.  He said he wasn’t gonna do that and you all made 3284 
arrangements and he gave you this money somewhere around $400 or so. Do you remember that? 3285 
A: No, I do not. 3286 
 3287 
Q: Okay.   3288 
A: Any monies I had I gave it Jill once I’d get (audible) so it was, I didn’t keep money. 3289 
 3290 
Q: Do you remember whether you had concessions for the last four games of the season, the last four 3291 
home games?  Uh, it would have been a double header JV then a single JV game and then senior game. 3292 
A: Yeah, I gave… 3293 
 3294 
Q: Did you have concessions on all four games? 3295 
A: Yeah but I gave all that money to Jill. 3296 
 3297 
Q: Okay.  You gave it all to her? 3298 
A: Yes 3299 
 3300 
Q: Okay, I got you.  Did Jill give you receipts for that? 3301 
A: I haven’t been getting receipts in four years.  I haven’t gotten a receipt for anything when I give 3302 
money.  I haven’t gotten a receipt for anything. There’s not been a policy in place to receive receipts 3303 
when you give money.  That policy was never in place. 3304 
 3305 
Q: And what, did you have a conversation, who was your conversation with way back when you first 3306 
started and it was decided that Manatee High School would be paying Five Tools. Who was that 3307 
conversation with? 3308 
A: That was between Coach Kinnan and Mr. Gagnon. 3309 
 3310 
Q: Were you present at that conversation? 3311 
A: No I wasn’t. 3312 
 3313 
Q: And as a result of that conversation how was it related to you? 3314 
A: It was said that, I guess there was an allegation (audible) about pay for play or something.  So he 3315 
brought me in and said we have come to the conclusion that we are going to pay the Sandlot a blanket 3316 
fee that gives any kid the opportunity to come to the Sandlot. 3317 
 3318 
Q: Who is he? 3319 
A: Mr. Gagnon and Coach Kinnan. 3320 
 3321 
Q: They both called you in? 3322 
A: Yeah, well actually Mr. Gagnon did. Because Coach Kinnan, I don’t know if Coach Kinnan was in that 3323 
meeting, I don’t remember that was five years ago. 3324 
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 3325 
Q: So, to the best of your knowledge that meeting was between you and Mr. Gagnon? 3326 
A: Correct. 3327 
 3328 
Q: Tell me about that meeting? 3329 
A: That we’re gonna do a blanket membership to any kid that wants to go there. So that gives any kid 3330 
who wants to go there who couldn’t afford it.  When that came out regardless of who wanted to go or 3331 
not even if they did pay I didn’t stop them from coming.  Some people paid for membership some 3332 
people didn’t but I didn’t stop kids from coming. If you wanted to get better and you wanted to come I 3333 
allowed you to come.  And, that was one of the things that a bunch of kids went in and talked to Mr. 3334 
Gagnon about at the time. 3335 
 3336 
Q: If that was the case if you allowed the kids to come, you know, if you’re allowing the kids to come 3337 
regardless of whether they paid or not.  Why was it an issue that needed to be brought before Mr. 3338 
Gagnon? 3339 
A: Because it was something that was brought to the school.  I didn’t even know anything about it.  3340 
Someone brought it up to the school and then he made that statement. 3341 
 3342 
Q: Is Five Tools affiliated with Manatee High School? 3343 
A: No. 3344 
 3345 
Q: Does Manatee High School have any interest in Five Tools? 3346 
A: No. 3347 
 3348 
Q: What was your response to Mr. Gagnon when he asked or did he ask or did he… 3349 
A: He said that that’s what we’re gonna do.  It’s kids coming in there wearing and tearing machines, 3350 
equipment, uh you know, and at that time there is roughly, even now until this came up there is 3351 
anywhere from 30 to 40 kids in there every day. 3352 
 3353 
Q: Who decided the price? 3354 
A: Well we came up to it together.  It wasn’t anybody, which is a big discount as to what it was if it was 3355 
individually. 3356 
 3357 
Q: And how much is that? 3358 
A: It’s $55 a kid. If off the streets someone comes in, off the street its $55 a person. 3359 
 3360 
Q: Okay.  And how much was agreed upon between Five Tools and Manatee High School? 3361 
A: It was $5000 for the year. 3362 
 3363 
Q: Was that based on some calculation? 3364 
A: No it was just a discounted rate for 10 months. 3365 
 3366 
Q: Was the understanding that that would be for Manatee High School baseball players? 3367 
A: Correct. 3368 
 3369 
Q: Okay. 3370 
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A: Any kid that wanted to play baseball that went to Manatee High School. 3371 
 3372 
A: Okay. 3373 
Estigarribia: Not just baseball players from Manatee High, any student? 3374 
 3375 
Q: Hold on a second. This is my interview. 3376 
Estigarribia: Okay, I’m just trying to clarify. 3377 
 3378 
Q: Okay. I want him to speak.  3379 
Estigarribia: Sure 3380 
 3381 
Q: Okay, I’ll ask the questions and he’ll answer the questions. 3382 
Estigarribia:  Okay.  Try to clarify so there is no misunderstanding. 3383 
 3384 
Q: Okay.  So Mr. Gagnon receives some concerns from parents.  He then call you in and he says to you 3385 
that, correct me if I’m wrong, and he says to you, uh listen, we’re gonna start paying you directly so that 3386 
every kid that wants to play Manatee baseball has an opportunity to be able to go and get trained. Is 3387 
that right? 3388 
A: Well and because we don’t have a place to practice.  GT Bray we have to share with the little leagues 3389 
and we have to pay for it out of season. So with that being said, that gave the kids and opportunity 3390 
somewhere to work out because we don’t have our own field. We are the only school in town that don’t 3391 
have their own facility. 3392 
 3393 
Q: Okay.  And did you ask Coach Kinnan or Mr. Gagnon about being able to use GT Bray in the off 3394 
season? 3395 
A: We can’t use it.  We have to pay for it, it’s a, it’s, we can’t use it per the agreement that I have that I 3396 
read, you know, we have to pay for it.  Any school, if we had our own facility we’d still have to pay for 3397 
the use of the field in the off season per FHSAA.   3398 
 3399 
Q: Okay, so my question is did you ask or make a request to the athletic director or principal to have 3400 
access to baseball facilities outside of GT Bray outside of the actual season? 3401 
A: No, I did not, no I did not. 3402 
 3403 
Q: Does GT Bray have batting cages? 3404 
A: Yes. 3405 
 3406 
Q: What other facilities are at GT Bray that you have access to? 3407 
A: Just batting cages and club house. 3408 
 3409 
Q: Have you received complaints from boosters with regards to requests for money.  Let’s start again, 3410 
have you received in the last few years any complaints from the boosters regarding your request for 3411 
money? 3412 
A: As far as the Sandlot is concerned? I mean, you know, yes, cause that was an agreement.  I mean if 3413 
they said the agreement was, didn’t want to do it, there wasn’t an agreement then I wouldn’t have said 3414 
anything to them about it, but there was an agreement in place and as far as I thought if there was an 3415 
agreement in place then, you know, or I would just stop the kids from coming there all together.  You 3416 
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know, I do have, I still run a business and the wear and tear on the machines, the wear and tear on the 3417 
nets and baseballs and so forth and so on, I’m not gonna push myself to other clients who are coming in 3418 
to pay for the wear the tear, those kids are going to the facility as well. 3419 
 3420 
Q: Did you have a contract for those services? 3421 
A: Through the school that’s it. 3422 
 3423 
Q: Did you have a contract initially when Mr. Gagnon called you in to tell you how he proposed… 3424 
A: No, he just gave me the facility thing, the contract, there was nothing in writing saying this is what’s 3425 
gonna happen.  There was no contract in place.  Never had a contract. 3426 
 3427 
Q:  Okay. I have a contract for services.  Is this what he gave you? 3428 
A: Yes. 3429 
 3430 
Q: Now this would have been, this one here is dated 0613… 3431 
A: Right. 3432 
 3433 
Q: But he would have given you one back in 2000… 3434 
A: 9, 8 10, I can’t remember, 10, I think it was 2010. 3435 
 3436 
Q: So he would have given you one in 2010? 3437 
A: Yes Sir. 3438 
 3439 
Q: Now, talk to me a little bit about your practices.  You guys practice during the season you practice 3440 
from 3:15.  What were your practice times? 3441 
A: 3… 2:45, 3:00 to 5:45. 3442 
 3443 
Q: That was what days? 3444 
A: Monday-Friday. 3445 
 3446 
Q: What happened on Saturdays and Sundays? 3447 
A: Saturdays we practiced depending on JV or varsity. I mean JV we practiced in the morning at 8:30 or 3448 
at 11:00. 3449 
 3450 
Q: Did you hold practice on Sundays? 3451 
A: No.  I’d open if kids wanted to com hit but I did not, it was nothing mandatory.  Coach Kinnan called 3452 
me in last year and we stopped because he said it was against FHSAA rules. 3453 
 3454 
Q: He stopped what? 3455 
A: He told me I couldn’t have kids come in on Sundays. 3456 
 3457 
Q: You couldn’t have your baseball players come in on Sundays? 3458 
A: Correct. 3459 
 3460 
Q: Okay. 3461 
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A: Which I didn’t know, it was a formal practice, so I didn’t know it was illegal.  He told me it was illegal 3462 
so we stopped it. 3463 
 3464 
Q: Are your players practicing now? 3465 
A: I don’t know.  I haven’t had any contact with them. 3466 
 3467 
Q: Prior to receiving our directives for you to suspend… 3468 
A: Yes were working out, yes we were working out. 3469 
 3470 
Q: And where were you working out? 3471 
A: We were working at the Sandlot@Five Tools. 3472 
 3473 
Q: How many days a week? 3474 
A: 4 days a week. 3475 
 3476 
Q: What kind of things were you doing at Sandlot? 3477 
A: Agility work, strength training, hitting, fielding, throwing. 3478 
 3479 
Q: Are you aware; are you familiar with FHSAA rules and regulations regarding practicing out of season? 3480 
A: Yeah. 3481 
 3482 
Q: And do you think that work that you were doing at Sandlot would have constituted you practicing out 3483 
of season? 3484 
A: I wasn’t  sanctioned, I don’t know how that would be, as far as I was concerned I knew it wasn’t out 3485 
of… I wasn’t sanctioned so. 3486 
 3487 
Q: What does that mean? 3488 
A:  We were signed.  I was registered under Nations Baseball and as long as your under some sort of 3489 
anything that you should be okay. 3490 
 3491 
Q: So you were registered under Nations Baseball, so in your mind you could train your players in the off 3492 
season and they could hit and they could catch and field.  Is that your understanding? 3493 
A: Yes Sir. 3494 
 3495 
Q: Did you play any, were you in a league? 3496 
A: We were under Nations Baseball playing tournament. 3497 
 3498 
Q: What’s Nations Baseball? 3499 
A: It’s just a travel ball umbrella. 3500 
 3501 
Q: Is it a sanctioned organization? 3502 
A: Yes Sir. 3503 
 3504 
Q: You played tournaments under Nations? 3505 
A: I played tournaments. Yes, I played tournaments under Nations. 3506 
 3507 
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Q: Do you have contracts with Nations? 3508 
A: Yes. 3509 
 3510 
Q: Baseball? 3511 
A: Yes. 3512 
 3513 
Q: I went on Nations Baseball site and Nations Baseball site doesn’t have a roster for you for this year or 3514 
last year. How does that work? 3515 
A: I did American Legion before them, cause I stopped doing American Legion. 3516 
 3517 
Q: Okay.  But you just said that you played in the off season, Nations Baseball. 3518 
A: This year. 3519 
 3520 
Q: Okay.  But they don’t have any record.   3521 
A: I told, I talked to, I didn’t put the roster in when all this came down so I hadn’t had a chance to put 3522 
the roster in and I put the roster in last night so these guys can play this weekend. 3523 
 3524 
Q: Okay.  So what happened between…, when is baseball season over? Regular season. 3525 
A: December. 3526 
 3527 
Q: So what happened between December 2012 and October 20th which was the date that you put in the 3528 
roster? 3529 
A: I put it in for this fall. 3530 
 3531 
Q: So, who’d you play for this summer? 3532 
A:  I played under American Legion. 3533 
 3534 
Q: Okay. How many tournaments did you play for American Legion? 3535 
A: (sigh) I don’t know 5 or 6 maybe. 3536 
 3537 
Q: Did you play any…, and these are sanctioned tournaments? 3538 
A: Correct. 3539 
 3540 
Q: Through American Legion? 3541 
A: Well they were through whoever.  3542 
 3543 
Q: What does that mean? 3544 
A: I mean it doesn’t, the tournament you play under doesn’t necessarily have to be under American 3545 
Legion.  That’s who your insurer is. 3546 
  3547 
Q: Can you give me a list of the tournaments that you played in and who hosted those tournaments? 3548 
A: Sure for which year? 3549 
 3550 
Q: For 2012, 2013. 3551 
A: This summer you’re talking about? 3552 
 3553 
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Q: This summer and last summer.  You said last summer you played in American Legion. 3554 
A: This summer. This past summer and this fall.  This fall under Nations cause my Nations runs for this 3555 
fall and next summer. 3556 
 3557 
Q: What are the dates for the Nations baseball? 3558 
A: For September through next summer.  So they’re gonna start playing until September. 3559 
 3560 
Q: And American Legion, what is their season? 3561 
A: It’s June through July.  Just the two months. 3562 
 3563 
Q: And you played American Legion in June and July? 3564 
A: Uh hmm 3565 
 3566 
Q: And where did you play August? 3567 
A: We didn’t play in August. 3568 
 3569 
Q: And September it rolls over… 3570 
A: Well yes it started in September, we play Nations. 3571 
 3572 
Q: Okay.  Where does AAU come in? 3573 
A: We don’t have AAU. 3574 
 3575 
Q: Okay.  Now when I asked Mr. Sauer the principal to have you verify the sanctioning body.  Did you 3576 
not tell Mr. Sauer that you were playing AAU baseball? 3577 
A: He asked me about AAU and Nations but I told him were sanctioned under Nations baseball. I didn’t 3578 
tell him it was AAU. 3579 
 3580 
Q: You never mentioned AAU? 3581 
A: We probably mentioned AAU but we’re sanctioned under Nations baseball.  Cause the question was 3582 
are you sanctioned under some AAU American Legion.  No, I’ve never played AAU, I’ve never played 3583 
AAU. 3584 
Q: So when you submitted this roster through Mr. Sauer, you didn’t tell Mr. Sauer that this is your AAU 3585 
roster but you hadn’t put it in the, you hadn’t registered the kid yet? 3586 
A: I may have said Nations, but I may have I don’t know.  I don’t know if I said AAU or not but I know that 3587 
I’m not, I’ve never done AAU. 3588 
 3589 
Q: Okay. 3590 
A: I’ve never played AAU since I had AAU teams nine years ago. 3591 
 3592 
Q: So where would AAU have come from? 3593 
A: AAU is just like American Legion, it’s some sanction, you know, when you’re asked what are you 3594 
sanctioned under.  You have to say AAU or Nations or whatever so he may have said that and I may have 3595 
inadvertently said yes we’re sanctioned AAU but we’re not it’s under Nations baseball. 3596 
 3597 
Q: So if you did say that to Mr. Sauer then that was incorrect? 3598 
A: Correct. 3599 
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 3600 
Q: Do you have a student, do you know a student by the name of Einar Diaz? 3601 
A: Einar? 3602 
 3603 
Q: Einar Diaz? Who is he? 3604 
A: He is the cousin of a kid that’s on our team. 3605 
 3606 
Q: Okay.  Is he enrolled at Manatee High School? 3607 
A: Yes. 3608 
 3609 
Q: Did he play with you this current summer? 3610 
A: Yes. 3611 
 3612 
Q: Did he play with you the summer before this current summer, 2012? 3613 
A: Yes 3614 
 3615 
Q: He played the whole summer? 3616 
A: Yes (audible) 3617 
 3618 
Q: Was he enrolled in Manatee High School? 3619 
A: Yes. 3620 
 3621 
Q: When he played with you in 2012 he was enrolled in the school? 3622 
A: Yes. 3623 
 3624 
Q: And how do you know that? 3625 
A: Uh, that’s what I was told through registrar. 3626 
 3627 
Q: The registrar told you that? 3628 
A: Well Ms. Perez who is the principal’s secretary at the time she told me he was enrolled. 3629 
 3630 
Q: Do you remember asking Diaz to enroll in the school during the summer that he was playing for you? 3631 
The first summer? 3632 
A: Did I ask him to enroll? 3633 
 3634 
Q: Do you remember asking, do you remember making that statement to him, you need to enroll? 3635 
A: No, I do not. He was enrolled before he even came out. 3636 
 3637 
Q: Okay, in 2012? 3638 
A: Yes, before he in even came out he was enrolled.  I wasn’t known to anybody out there, you know, 3639 
the one over sight that I saw was Reyes two summers ago and I wasn’t gonna let anybody come out 3640 
there who was not enrolled whether it was school choice or whatever until they had the paperwork that 3641 
they were enrolled at Manatee High School.  It’s the same thing with incoming freshman, you know, I 3642 
don’t have any workouts, I do anything with any incoming 9th graders until the end of their middle 3643 
school year which we’ll then let them know that they are officially students at Manatee High School. 3644 
 3645 
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Q: Okay.  How do you know which kids are coming into Manatee between 8th and 9th grade year? 3646 
A: They email me, they call me and then I check to make sure they are actually students at Manatee 3647 
High School. 3648 
 3649 
Q: And you did that for Einar Diaz? 3650 
A: I did not do that.  Ms. Perez told me he was enrolled. 3651 
 3652 
Q: Ms. Perez is what was her… 3653 
A: She was the secretary, principal’s secretary. 3654 
 3655 
Q: And does Ms. Perez, is she the one who normally gives you that information whether a kid is enrolled 3656 
or not in the school? 3657 
A: Yes.  She was a big help on campus with our students with our athletes. 3658 
 3659 
Q: So in the summer before you started your summer program, you contacted Ms. Perez? 3660 
A:  We he contacted me because his cousin was a freshman at the time.  3661 
 3662 
Q: Who contacted you? 3663 
A: Chase Diaz that his cousin was gonna come to Manatee.  He was gonna come to Manatee and I 3664 
checked with Ms. Perez and to make sure he was enrolled before I allowed him to play on the team. 3665 
 3666 
Q: Do you have any idea when that was, what month that would have been? 3667 
A: May or June. 3668 
 3669 
Q: And Ms. Perez..you felt comfortable that Einar Diaz was enrolled in the school? 3670 
A: Correct. 3671 
 3672 
Q: And do you know whether Einar Diaz in fact entered the school last school season? 3673 
A: He did not. 3674 
 3675 
Q: He did not? 3676 
A: No. 3677 
 3678 
Q: Okay. 3679 
A: There was some family issues and his dad lives here.  His parents are divorced and was going to move 3680 
with his dad or actually his mom was gonna move here and I guess at the last minute cause on the first 3681 
of school he didn’t show up.  His uncle who is a good friend of mine, uh, I talked with him and he said he 3682 
didn’t know what was going on he’d call his brother and nobody heard from him and he just never 3683 
showed up. 3684 
 3685 
Q: Have you ever had a conversation with either the whole team or one or two players on the team 3686 
Coach, where you may have been a little upset with their performance and may have made a statement 3687 
that if they would come and work and getting batting practice things may be better for them or for the 3688 
team? 3689 
A: Yeah, we were struggling and we couldn’t get extra work at the field.  We had the facility which we 3690 
could be there all night you can’t see any cages at night at Bray cause there’s no light in there. So, yeah, 3691 
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you know, I’m a baseball man, I’ve been in this town 25 years you know and all I’ve ever wanted to do 3692 
was see kids get better. So when we’re struggling the way we were struggling last which was a very 3693 
difficult year, we lost nine games in a row it was a really difficult time and we could not get enough work 3694 
in during the time frame cause once the season starts our practices have to shrink, JV has to shrink 3695 
cause we have to share the field with the little league.  So our time that we had at the field becomes 3696 
minimal once the season starts so yeah I told the guys if you come and get some extra work we’ll get 3697 
better. 3698 
 3699 
Q: Do you have any idea what the contract says. The hours that Manatee High School has GT Bray, do 3700 
you have any idea what hours…? 3701 
A: There’s no contract that says that we just work it out between myself and the little league.  There’s 3702 
no contract. 3703 
 3704 
Q: There’s no contract between Manatee High School and GT Bray? 3705 
A: Not that I’m aware of that says how much time we have out there.  Every year, I’ve been out there for 3706 
six years we’ve always just worked it out with the little league as to when so they can get their game 3707 
started about 6:30, 7:00. 3708 
 3709 
Q: Now I haven’t been to GT Bray but I was told that there’s a high school field and that’s the field that 3710 
you all have access to. 3711 
A: Correct. 3712 
 3713 
Q: And then there are little league field’s whish are fields that are smaller? 3714 
A: Correct. 3715 
 3716 
Q: So why is that you would not have the high school field for as long as you need it? 3717 
A: Because there is junior league 13, 14, 15 year olds league that’s out there that plays on that field as 3718 
well.  They use that field as well.  The other fields are little league fields are basically for 12 and under 3719 
kids. 3720 
 3721 
Q: Okay.  I got you. So, how late would you have the field during baseball season Monday-Friday? 3722 
A: 6:30. 3723 
 3724 
Q: So you had to have both JV and varsity to finish by 6:30? 3725 
A: Yes Sir. 3726 
 3727 
Q: Okay.  That’s all the questions I have for you right now.  As I move forward with his inquiry I may have 3728 
some more for you and so I’ll give a call and I’ll let you know.  I did ask you if you could bring copies of 3729 
your financials have you done that? 3730 
 3731 
Estigarribia: We have some I need to make a, I don’t have a copy yet so I can provide these to you 3732 
maybe later today. 3733 
 3734 
Q: Okay. 3735 
Estigarribia: I need to make a set cause I’ve got the originals and that way I know what I’m giving you. 3736 
 3737 
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Q: Okay no problem. You have something else to say? 3738 
A: I just want to say you know and I understand everybody’s concern with this but my thing is all I want 3739 
is for things to get better and that’s what I’ve done for 25 years in this town, you know, I took over this 3740 
program six years ago with no fanfare, got 18 kids in college, two program choices and for the record I 3741 
have received a cent from anybody for the kids from Manatee for the last year from June of 2012 to 3742 
June of 2013.  So basically I run this facility with all these kids coming in and out for a year with no 3743 
compensation. 3744 
 3745 
Q:  Are those the only kids that come to your facility? 3746 
A: No I’m not saying that but those kids use the machines, electricity, the wear and tear on the machines 3747 
and so forth so no they’re not the only kids that come to the facility not at all. 3748 
 3749 
Q: But it’s a problem for you? 3750 
A: It’s not a problem it’s just that what I think is right, you know, and if they don’t want them to come 3751 
there they are not stopping them from coming there, that’s not the issue, but if we are gonna have, 3752 
from a business standpoint, cause with those kids come in there pretty much the facility is shut down 3753 
because there’s no room for anybody else in there. 3754 
 3755 
Q: Let me ask you along those lines.  Do you have set hours for Manatee High School? 3756 
A: No I did not, no I did not.  The only time during the off season like now we go in uh, we go in at 3:30 3757 
and we’re done by 5:30. 3758 
 3759 
Q: Okay but those are set hours that your kids come in right? 3760 
A: Well yeah, cause I want to get that done before the middle school kids got out. 3761 
 3762 
Q: And those are all Manatee High School kids? 3763 
A: Correct.  There would be some kids that would trinkle in during those times but you know, but the 3764 
most part those were Manatee High School kids. 3765 
 3766 
Q: Do you see any problems with your being the head baseball coach and owning a baseball facility? Do 3767 
you see a problem with how that could be construed? 3768 
A: I could if I was being showing some favoritism but I don’t because I don’t, I work with every kid and 3769 
any kid that wants to stay there as long as they want to stay there.  There’s nights that I’ve been there to 3770 
9:00 or 9:30 with kids that want to get extra help.   3771 
 3772 
Q: Do you think as the head baseball coach and owning a batting facility, that you, can you see how a 3773 
student or parent may feel pressured to have to be at that facility to work out in order to be a part of 3774 
your program? 3775 
A: If they were paying me, yes. But when they don’t have, there’s no fee for them to go there, you know, 3776 
maybe I can to a certain degree but they don’t have to, nobody has paid.  Any kid can come there as 3777 
long as they want when they want so there’s no benefit for me if student A comes in vs. student B 3778 
coming in.   3779 
 3780 
Q: Are the camps free? 3781 
A: No, the camps are $325 for 6 weeks. 3782 
 3783 



      

 

 

   

 101 

 

Q: Okay.  Are baseball players expected to be there? 3784 
A: No, they don’t have to come nothing is mandatory. Nothing is mandatory between June and 3785 
December. 3786 
 3787 
Q: If a baseball player is not at the camp can he still participate in the tournaments on the weekends? 3788 
A: No he cannot. 3789 
 3790 
Q: Why? 3791 
A: Because that’s part of our practice.  That’s what we use for practice. 3792 
 3793 
Q: Explain that to me? 3794 
A: We have practice time, you know, I’m not gonna go out there and know if a kid is gonna get hurt if 3795 
he’s not really working out or whatnot so we use that as our practice time. 3796 
 3797 
Q: So you use the camp as your practice time? 3798 
A: Uh hmm  3799 
 3800 
Q: Okay.  And if a kid is not at the camp then they’re not able to play on the weekend? 3801 
A: Some kids they got other stuff, I mean, I work things out, I mean it’s not a across the board thing so 3802 
the kid has things that they got to do.  There’s kids that miss a couple days a week and they still play. 3803 
 3804 
Q: Okay.  But there’s a fee to participate in the camp? 3805 
A: Yes, just for the camp. 3806 
 3807 
Q: And if a kid doesn’t come to the camp he can’t play on Saturday’s? 3808 
A: Well cause I pay for the camp, I pay tournament fees through that too.  I pay for the field use, I pay 3809 
insurance, I pay for tournaments, I mean the whole nine. 3810 
 3811 
Q: Okay.  And you don’t think that that’s a suggestion that if they don’t participate in the camp then 3812 
then there’s some consequences? 3813 
A: There’s a bunch of kids that don’t go to camp and they come and play in January.  There’s a bunch of 3814 
kids that don’t play in the fall and they come and play in January and are starters.  So, I mean, you know, 3815 
no I don’t think there’s a suggestion at all. 3816 
 3817 
Q: Give me the name of a couple of kids that don’t participate in your camp and that plays in January? 3818 
A: Tyler Souris 3819 
 3820 
Q: What does he do in the summer? 3821 
A: He plays for somebody else. Umm, who he play for… 3822 
 3823 
Q: Does he go to your camp? 3824 
A: No he doesn’t come to camp. 3825 
 3826 
Q: Okay.  What grade is he in? 3827 
A: He’s graduated 3828 
 3829 
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Q: Okay.  You have any kids that are currently at your school? 3830 
A: Khylad Cox 3831 
 3832 
Q: What grade is he in? 3833 
A: He’s a senior 3834 
 3835 
Q: Okay? 3836 
A: Weston Davis 3837 
 3838 
Q: What grade is he in? 3839 
A: Uh, senior 3840 
 3841 
Q: Okay, and these kids… 3842 
A: Wes Woodward 3843 
 3844 
Q: What grade is he in? 3845 
A: He’s a senior 3846 
 3847 
Q: Okay.  And where were these kids in the summer? 3848 
A: I don’t know they didn’t play 3849 
 3850 
Q: Do you have any 9th, 10th graders that play varsity? 3851 
A: Uh, no.  3852 
 3853 
Q: So only 9th and 10th graders were at your camp? 3854 
A: I think so. 3855 
 3856 
Q: And if they were at the camp everyday they played? 3857 
A: Even if they weren’t.  If they were there once a week or twice a week, I’m not that guy that’s gonna 3858 
tell a kid if you don’t come, I mean, obviously if he is not coming to camp and not doing anything at all, 3859 
I’m gonna take time away from kids who are there every day working hard.  But if a kid has stuff going 3860 
on and he has issues or whatever, uh, then… 3861 
 3862 
Q: What’s the purpose of the camp? 3863 
A: What’s the purpose of the camp? 3864 
 3865 
Q: Yes? 3866 
A: It’s a summer job for me number one, and number two it’s opportunity for these kids to get better 3867 
and get some exposure. 3868 
 3869 
Q: And these are Manatee High School kids? 3870 
A: There’s kids from other places too.  That play on the team or go to camp? 3871 
Q: That go to camp? 3872 
A: There’s kids, there’s girls there, there’s little leaguers there, there’s kids all sorts of kids at this camp. 3873 
 3874 
Q: Do you have summer practice time for Manatee High School players? 3875 
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A: No 3876 
 3877 
Q: So you don’t summer practice schedule for Manatee High School players? 3878 
A: No 3879 
 3880 
Q: Monday – Thursday? 3881 
A: The only thing if they want to come in the afternoons to the Sandlot they can do that.  Some of the 3882 
kids did that, like this summer we did that on Tuesday’s, pitchers and catchers came and did their 3883 
bullpens but no there was nothing set and there’s nothing mandatory. 3884 
 3885 
Q: Okay.   3886 
 3887 
 3888 
Okay Coach, Thank you for your time.  3889 
 3890 
Its 10:15 and we’re concluding the interview 
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Eilene Trace Interview 3891 

October 14, 2014 @ 9:00 AM 3892 

School District of Manatee County 3893 

Office of Professional Standards 3894 

Troy Pumphrey, Investigator 3895 

 3896 
Q: Please state your name 3897 
A: Eilene Trace 3898 
 3899 
Q: Mrs. Trace, you understand you are being recorded? 3900 
A: I do 3901 
 3902 
Q: What is your job title with the district? 3903 
A: I’m the bookkeeper at Manatee High School 3904 
 3905 
Q: How long have you been the bookkeeper? 3906 
A: I believe that Ms. Phillips left in I think, 08/09, so 3907 
 3908 
Q: So, you’ve been the bookkeeper since 08/09? 3909 
A: Yes sir 3910 
 3911 
Q: Tell me briefly what your responsibilities are as the bookkeeper at Manatee High School 3912 
A: To make sure that all the procedures set for by the district are abided by in doing business and 3913 
paperwork that is submitted to me by employees. 3914 
 3915 
Q: Is part of your job to handle the books for athletics? 3916 
A: Yes 3917 
 3918 
Q: You and I spoke maybe two weeks ago while I was at Manatee High School and I asked you if you 3919 
could pull the records for Manatee High School baseball programs.  You remember that? 3920 
A: I do 3921 
 3922 
Q: Do you remember what information you gave me as a result of my request? 3923 
A: I gave you the current and two prior years’ reconciliation statements for baseball and the baseball 3924 
booster account.  3925 
 3926 
Q: How many baseball booster accounts are there internally? 3927 
A: There’s a regular baseball account which is where the athletic director puts in the budget for that 3928 
sport and then there is the baseball boosters account which an account that is used for fund raising and 3929 
you know making funds to purchase extra stuff not covered by the budget. 3930 
 3931 
Q: When you and I spoke, while at Manatee High School, I inquired information regarding an amount of 3932 
money I believe it was $16,000 or so that was deposited into the baseball account.  Do you remember 3933 
that? 3934 
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A: Yes 3935 
Q: Do you remember the circumstances around that deposit? 3936 
A: No, other than Coach Kinnan made the deposit.  I wasn’t informed of anything about what happened, 3937 
why we were getting money, other than he made the deposit.  I think it was like in May or June of 2013. 3938 
 3939 
Q: Do you write the checks? 3940 
A: Yes Sir 3941 
 3942 
Q: Are you familiar with a vendor by the name of Sandlot@Five Tools Baseball? 3943 
A: Yes Sir 3944 
 3945 
Q: Have you written check to that company? 3946 
A: Yes 3947 
 3948 
Q: Do you know the circumstances surrounding that company; do you know what services that company 3949 
was providing? 3950 
A: I only knew it was a membership for the baseball team and I just took it that they did batting practice. 3951 
That’s basically all I knew about the contract. 3952 
 3953 
Q: Do you know who owns the Sandlot@Five Tools baseball? 3954 
A: I do now. 3955 
 3956 
Q: Did you know at the time that you were writing the checks? 3957 
A:  I never really asked him.  I mean he did sign the contract and I was giving the checks to him.  Did I 3958 
ever know for sure that Mr. Strong owned the company? No. 3959 
 3960 
Q: So, Mr. Strong was signing the checks? 3961 
A: The check that I wrote him? 3962 
 3963 
Q: You just said that... 3964 
A: He signed the contract and I was giving the checks to him. 3965 
 3966 
Q: Is that Coach Strong? 3967 
A: Yes 3968 
 3969 
Q: So, Coach Strong signed the contract, so there was a contract between Manatee High School and the 3970 
Sandlot@Five Tools Baseball? 3971 
A: Correct 3972 
 3973 
Q: You now know that Sandlot @Five Tools Baseball is owned by Coach Strong? 3974 
A: Yes 3975 
 3976 
Q: Did you know that at the time that Coach Strong signed the contract? 3977 
A: I’m not sure if I did or not.  All I know is that Coach Kinnan came to me and explained to me that this 3978 
is what they were doing and what did he need to do.  I said well we definitely need to have a contract. 3979 
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So whether Dwayne owned it or not that really didn’t really come into play and I guess I should have 3980 
questioned it.  Because normally when I get a contract I ask if they are an employee. 3981 
 3982 
Q: And, in this case, you never asked that question? 3983 
A: I did not 3984 
 3985 
Q: What was Coach Kinnan’s explanation to you?  You said Coach Kinnan came to you to explain to you.  3986 
What did he explain to you? 3987 
A: That they were gonna do a membership with the Sandlot@Five Tools for the baseball players and did 3988 
he need to do a contract and I said yes. But I forgot I had the contract because I couldn’t find it but I 3989 
finally did. 3990 
 3991 
Q: When I asked you two weeks ago if a contract existed, what was your response?   3992 
A: I said no, I didn’t remember.  Of course, it was the end of last school year and normally if they run 3993 
into the next school year I put them in the current contract binder.  When I looked, I looked “S” for 3994 
Sandlot and “F” for Five Tools and I wasn’t thinking of the Sandlot. 3995 
 3996 
Q: Did you got to Coach Kinnan to ask Coach Kinnan if there was a contract? 3997 
A: No, he kept telling me that he remembered there being a contract.  And I thought I did too, but I 3998 
couldn’t come up with it. 3999 
 4000 
Q: When I spoke with you at Manatee High School two weeks ago, I also asked if this was specific to 4001 
baseball.  Do you remember that conversation?  It took place in Mr. Sauer’s office. 4002 
A: I don’t know that you specifically asked me that question, but, I took it that it was for baseball. 4003 
 4004 
Q: Do you remember whether there was a comment made by Coach Kinnan that clarified your 4005 
understanding of whether it was just for baseball or not? 4006 
A: Other than he made a comment that I think there was another group of people that had gone to the 4007 
Five Tools and I don’t know at this point what sport went, but he said there was another sport. 4008 
 4009 
Q: Do you remember Coach Kinnan making the statement Five Tools was a membership and it was 4010 
available to all students in the school?  Do you remember that statement? 4011 
A: He did make that comment to me. 4012 
 4013 
Q: I’m sorry? 4014 
A: He did make that comment to me in my office. But that’s not what the contract is. 4015 
 4016 
Q: What day of the month would you write these checks to Sandlot@Five Tools? 4017 
A: Coach Strong would give the invoice to Coach Kinnan.  Coach Strong would sign it, Coach Kinnan 4018 
would sign it and after Mr. Sauer’s signed it then I would put it with my check run. 4019 
 4020 
Q: Was that at the same time every month, do you know? 4021 
A: No, I do not know 4022 
 4023 
Q: If you know, did the principal, Mr. Sauer, know that this check was being written to Sandlot and that 4024 
the owner of the Sandlot was Coach Strong? 4025 
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A: I know that he knew the check was being written because he signs the invoices and the check request 4026 
and the check itself.  Now, whether he knew Coach Strong owned the company, I don’t know that. 4027 
 4028 
Q: I’ve got a number of invoices here.  They’re called the Sandlot@ Five Tools Baseball invoice and is 4029 
billed to Manatee High School.  Can you see that? 4030 
A: I do 4031 
Q: Can you tell me the names that are on the invoice that’s dated… 4032 
A: For June 4033 
 4034 
Q: Yes, June. 4035 
A: Dwayne Strong, Joe Kinnan and Donald  Sauer 4036 
 4037 
Q: Here’s an invoice from July can you tell me whose name is on that? 4038 
A: Dwayne Strong, Joe Kinnan and Donald Sauer 4039 
 4040 
Q: And August? 4041 
A: Dwayne Strong, Joe Kinnan and Donald Sauer 4042 
 4043 
Q: And September? 4044 
A: Dwayne Strong, Joe Kinnan and Donald Sauer 4045 
 4046 
Q: And, have you had any conversations in private with Coach Kinnan surrounding the accounting for 4047 
baseball? 4048 
A: No Sir 4049 
 4050 
Q: Have you talked with Coach Kinnan to gain an understanding of what is going on with regards to 4051 
bookkeeping and the baseball program? 4052 
A: No Sir 4053 
 4054 
Q: And how about Mr. Sauer? 4055 
A: No. I’ve asked no questions as far as what’s going on. 4056 
 4057 
Q: What is this here?  This is a W9.  Is this a document that would be submitted to your office along with 4058 
the contract for services? 4059 
A: Yes Sir 4060 
 4061 
Q: What is a W9? 4062 
A: It’s a tax reporting form required by the IRS for vendors and companies and when I put this business 4063 
in as a vendor in the internal accounts program, I also put in this employer identification number and 4064 
then at the end of the year I print out a 1099 and this company would be on that 1099. 4065 
 4066 
Q: And it says name as shown on your income tax return, Dwayne Strong.  Is that correct? 4067 
A: That’s what it says 4068 
 4069 
Q: And it says business name, Five Tools Baseball Instruction.  Is that what it says? 4070 
A: It does, Sir 4071 
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 4072 
Q: So, at the end of the year when you give out a 1099, is the 1099 in Dwayne Strong’s name or is it in 4073 
Five Tools Baseball? 4074 
A: The business 4075 
 4076 
Q: Which name? 4077 
A: The Sandlot@Five Tools is how it was put in. 4078 
 4079 
Q: Prior to this contract, which is dated May 17, 2013, did you write checks to Sandlot@Five Tools 4080 
Baseball on a monthly basis? 4081 
A: Before these June, July, August and September? 4082 
 4083 
Q: Yes? 4084 
A: Not that I recall.  I don’t know that we ever had another contract with Mr. Strong. 4085 
 4086 
Q: Whether it was another contract or not, you don’t remember making any other payments to 4087 
Sandlot@Five Tools or Coach Strong for his business Five Tools? 4088 
A: No 4089 
 4090 
Q: Okay… 4091 
A: Now if anything would ever been made to Mr. Strong, personally to Mr. Strong for anything it would 4092 
have went through payroll. 4093 
 4094 
Q: Well, let me ask you, have you received any monies in over the last two or three years from the 4095 
Manatee High School Baseball Boosters Association external accounts?  Have you ever received a 4096 
monthly amount into the internal accounts? 4097 
A: No.  When we pulled those and we looked at them together, I think that the only thing that we saw 4098 
was there was a $2000 deposit made by the boosters.  I don’t remember that year that was. 4099 
 4100 
Q: Is there anything else that you thing is important that I may know in order to better to understand 4101 
the bookkeeping with regards to Manatee High School baseball? 4102 
A: No Sir, not that I can think of. 4103 
 4104 
Q: Do you know whether there are any other athletic programs at Manatee High School where a 4105 
membership fee is being paid for services to the sport? 4106 
A: I mean, cheerleading does, they have tumbling instructors and I don’t know if the drill team had 4107 
anything where they have somebody that comes in and works with their kids but they’re not employees. 4108 
 4109 
Q: They’re not employees of Manatee School District? 4110 
A: They do a contract and they’ll be on the 1099 as providing that service.  I think Orchestra and Chorus 4111 
sometimes have people come in to work with the students too. 4112 
 4113 
Q: Do you have contracts with those people that longer than one or two months? 4114 
A: Some of them are a year, some of them are, I’ve seen them a year. 4115 
 4116 
Q: What sports would that be? 4117 
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A: I don’t know that it’s a sport.  I’m thinking it’s well the cheerleaders they do fall under the athletic 4118 
director.  I think the drill team, they’ve had people that work with the kids. 4119 
 4120 
Q: These are contracts for a year? 4121 
A: I don’t know that they’re for a year.  They could be just through the season but I know that 4122 
cheerleading has had a tumbling coach that works with the students. 4123 
 4124 
Q: Is that during the season or…let’s do this, maybe when you get back to school if you could pull your 4125 
vendor contracts for cheerleading and drill team and whatever other sports that you can think of that 4126 
may have a contract or a monthly membership for your student athletes. Okay? 4127 
A: Okay 4128 
 4129 
This interview is over.  It’s 9:21 on October 14th 4130 
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