
December 15, 2013 
 
 
Re: Joseph Kinnan - Administrative Complaint of the School Board of Manatee County 
 
 
I recently received an Administrative Complaint from the School Board of Manatee County related 
to the Dwayne Strong matters.  The Complaint contains certain allegations and recommended 
disciplinary action regarding me and my performance in my supervisory role related to Mr. Strong. 
I acknowledge certain shortcomings to the extent that I held a supervisory role regarding Mr. Strong 
and could have been more diligent in my oversight and follow through.   However, the allegations 
and findings contained within the Complaint are far overreaching.  I cannot abide and cannot 
more strongly disagree with any allegations or findings which wrongly characterize my conduct as 
intentional, misleading, or dishonest, or that may otherwise impugn my integrity. 
 
While I would like to discuss in detail, the specifics of the investigation and what I believe to be 
grossly inaccurate and factually wrong characterizations regarding my conduct, I am bound by a 
strict confidentiality agreement imposed upon me by the School District of Manatee County.   As 
such, I am prohibited from discussing the specifics of the investigation and the findings except as 
may be made in a formal proceeding.   I have reviewed the Complaint and investigation with my 
legal counsel, Douglas Peebles.    We are currently preparing a request for an administrative hearing 
and a detailed response to those allegations, characterizations, and findings within the Complaint 
which we find completely unacceptable.   I look forward to the opportunity to present my response 
to this matter in an administrative hearing so that all false, misleading, and inaccurate allegations and 
characterizations can be resolved and the record corrected. 
 
As it has been since 1981when I first accepted the head football coaching position at Manatee 
High, my first and foremost concern remains the continued success and well being of the students 
and alumni of Manatee High School and the citizens of Manatee County.    I have always placed 
my highest priority on the success and welfare of Manatee High School, even to the extent that my 
own health and well-being may not have been given the attention it deserved.  It has been my life’s 
honor, joy, and pride to bring to the Manatee High Football program, the highest level of success and 
esteem within my abilities.  I will continue to dedicate myself to this endeavor and look forward to 
the continued success of Manatee High.     Coach Joe Kinnan.


