
Tracy; 
Please review the report from RHB and/or Victor. Will this assessment affect EMB activities on TI? 

Larry 

From: Anderson, Victor (CDPH-RHB) 
Sent: Monday, July 11, 2011 8:57 AM 
To: Taylor, Frieda (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-RCS); Woods, Steve (CDPH-PS-DFDRS-RHB) 
Cc: Hsu, Steve (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB); Fassell, John (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-RMS); Perez, Gonzalo (CDPH-DFDRS); 
Prendergast, Kent (CDPH-DFDRS-RHB-ICE); Morgan, Larry (CDPH-PS-DDWEM); Sapunor, Peter (CDPH-.EXEC-OLS) 
Subject: Radiological Issue at T.!. 
Importance: High 

Good Morning, 

Attached is my assessment of the major radiological issue at Treasure Island. Under current conditions and given the 
lack of knowledge of radiological conditions of the entire island, there is approximately a five chance that any Ra-226 
commodity found by a member of the public will be ::: one milliCurie of Ra-226. If placed in a pocket or near the person's 
skin, a radiation burn will result in eight hours or less. This is a serious public health issue. It is a matter of regulatory 
concern and public health and safety. The Department must take action as soon as possible to correct this problem. A 
site characterization survey of the entire island must be done as soon as possible. This is the most effective and efficient 
means of assuring the radiological health and safety of the public. If necessary, Shaw Group or Navy BRAC PMO can 
hire a firm with the appropriate radioactive materials licensure to conduct the survey. 

Once completed, the site characterization survey will provide the Department and the citizens of California with a clear 
picture of radiological conditions on Treasure Island. Those areas that meet the remediation goal of one or less than one 
picocurie of Ra-226 per gram of soil can be released immediately for radiological remediation purposes. The areas of 
Treasure Island that do not meet the radiological remediation goal can be placed under appropriate controls and 
remediated. As a result, the radiological health and safety of Californians working and living on Treasure Island can be 
assured. The radiological remediation of Treasure Island can proceed in a focused, efficient, and effective manner. 

Victor Anderson, Chief 
Strategic Planning and Quality Assurance 
Radiologic Health Branch 
California Department of Public Health 
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mattsmith
Sticky Note
July 11 2011 Anderon warns of imminent health threat, says one-in-five chance someone will find radioactive metal.


If placed in a pocket or near the person's
skin, a radiation burn will result in eight hours or less. This is a serious public health issue. It is a matter of regulatory
concern and public health and safety. The Department must take action as soon as possible to correct this problem. A
site characterization survey of the entire island must be done as soon as possible.


