
What is the Government providing? 
 
A national school funding agreement and $2.8 billion additional funding for schools over the next 
four years. This ensures that all States and Territories, regardless of whether they signed a deal with 
the previous Government, will have funding certainty over the next four years. 
 
The Government will also commit to the $1.2 billion Labor ripped out of school funding. 
 
Isn’t this a giant backflip? 
 
No. The Coalition committed to matching Labor’s school funding over the next four years and today’s 
announcement ensures we are not only keeping that commitment, but investing more than Labor in 
schools. 
 
Where Labor failed to deliver a national school funding agreement, we have succeeded. 
 
Where Labor cut $1.2 billion in school funding, we are restoring funding. 
 
Where Labor decided only some States and Territories deserved school funding, we have delivered a 
national agreement so schools, parents and students across Australia will receive fairer funding. 
 
What was wrong with just implementing Labor’s school funding system? 
 
In the dying days of the Labor Government and in his last act as Education Minister, Bill Shorten 
short changed parents, students and schools. 
 
Mr Shorten signed hurried funding agreements with some States, ripped $1.2 billion out of the 
funding package and failed to deliver a national funding agreement for schools. 
 
We have been left with a model that is not national and is not fair. Queensland, WA and the Northern 
Territory missed out entirely on funding under Bill Shorten’s schools short change. 
 
And Mr Shorten locked in a highly prescriptive and centrally controlled system that meant Canberra 
could interfere in the daily operation of schools.  
 
We are fixing Labor’s mess. 
 
What is the Australian Government’s plan for school funding? 
 
The Australian Government is replacing the $1.2 billion that Bill Shorten ripped out over four years 
for Queensland, the Northern Territory and Western Australia and we are delivering $1.6 billion to the 
remaining States and Territories and will deliver on commitments to non-government schools. 
 
We are delivering an additional $2.8 billion over the next four years in school funding. 
 
Over the next four years we will focus on what really matters in education:  improving the quality of 
teaching, ensuring we have a robust curriculum, increasing school autonomy and encouraging greater 
parental engagement.  
 
Why is your plan better than Labor’s? 
 
It’s a national agreement for school funding which Labor failed to deliver and it unwinds the 
unnecessary command and control structure put in place by the previous Government. 
 



Schools in Western Australia, Queensland and the Northern Territory will receive the funding the 
previous government ripped away. Schools in other jurisdictions will receive exactly the same 
funding the previous Government committed over the next four years.  
 
We will also amend the Australian Education Act after consultation with the States to remove the 
unnecessary red-tape it creates and remove the regulations that allow Canberra to control schools. We 
will stop the previous government’s school takeover and ensure States and Territories keep authority 
over their schools as they should. 
 
Will the Coalition honour the deals reached with NSW, VIC, ACT, TAS AND SA? 
 
Yes.  We will honour the funding deals reached with the States over a four year period as promised 
and work with Victoria and Tasmania to finalise bilateral agreements so funding can flow. 
 
What will happen in WA, QLD, and NT? 
 
The Australian Government will give WA, QLD and NT the same amount of Commonwealth funding 
committed by Labor even though they didn’t sign a National Education Reform Agreement (NERA).  
 
We have already made arrangements so that $230 million of funding will flow to them for 2014.  
 
This will allow us ample opportunity to formalise new Heads of Agreements with these three 
jurisdictions – and they will not be conditional on signing up to a deal which reduces their authority 
over schools or creates unnecessary red tape. 
 
Is this on top of the $230 million you announced last week? 
 
The $1.2 billion is the total package for non-signatory states. The $230 million is year one of it. 
 
Didn’t you call the Labor model unworkable and not fit for implementation?  
 
Labor did not have national support for the funding model. The Government does. 
 
Labor made a mess of school funding negotiations. With some States and Territories not signed up 
just weeks before a federal election, schools were uncertain about funding for the next school year.  
 
Now that we have agreement from WA, NT and QLD to our funding plan this Government is 
delivering national school funding reform. 
 
We will remove the red tape and command and control features that characterised Labor’s model and 
treat the States and Territories like adult governments who operate and own government schools.   
 
What are your concerns about the red tape and extra powers the Commonwealth would get 
under Labor’s model? 
 
The model proposed by Labor sets up a ‘command and control’ style system. It would: 
 
• Give the Federal Education Minster the ability to direct the States and Territories (through 

implementation plans) about how they fund or operate their schools; 
• Create a new bureaucracy to collect even more data from schools when the States and Territories 

are already frustrated with providing multiple sets of data to government departments; and 
• Require that federal school inspectors can enter and examine all school records and monitor 

“improvement” against Federal Government criteria. 
 



 
What about the funding years down the track (years 5 & 6). Where’s that money? 
 
We are providing funding certainty for schools over the forward estimates as we promised.  
 
In consultation with the States and Territories, we will follow the review timelines built into the 
existing National Reform Agreements (NERA’s) that will inform a fair and sustainable approach to 
school funding beyond 2017.  
 
Did Labor achieve a national model?  
 
No. It hurriedly signed some agreements before the election and removed $1.2 billion worth of 
funding. 
 
The Coalition has not only restored this funding but has national agreement on school funding. 
Something Labor failed to deliver.  
 
Can you guarantee that schools won’t be worse off under the Coalition? 
 
The Coalition is delivering a national funding model for schools which includes an additional $2.8 
billion in funding over the next four years. We are committed to a fairer funding model which will 
ensure no school will be worse off because of anything the Commonwealth does. Final amounts for 
Government schools will be determined by the States and Territories, as each jurisdiction has a 
different application of the model.  
 
What about indexation? 
 
We will honour the funding arrangements entered into by the previous Government over the next four 
years. 
 
What else are you doing for schools? 
 
We don’t believe that money is the only element in better educational outcomes in Australia. It is an 
important part, but not the only part. There is abundant evidence of that. 
 
We want a robust curriculum and better teachers. We want to ensure that parents and principals have a 
greater say in how schools are run. These are the things that are proven to improve education 
outcomes for students. 
 
What about the red tape and extra powers the Commonwealth has under the current model?  
 
The Government will amend the Australian Education Act to remove the extra red-tape and 
conditions it created as a pre-condition for Commonwealth funding. This will ensure that the States 
and Territories remain in charge of their schools.  
 
 
 
	  


