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PROCEEDINGS

(Court called to order; Defendant present with counsel.)

THE COURT: All right. We have sentencing this

afternoon for Mr. Gary Renaud. Mr. Renaud is here with Mr.

McGuire, his attorney. Mr. Love and Agent Williams are here for

the Government. Ms. Garrison and Mr. Quader are here in the

courtroom from Probation.

All right. The way we will proceed, counsel, is I'm

going to state on the record in just a moment the guideline

calculation from the Presentence Report. Then I will hear from

you, Mr. McGuire, regarding your review of the Presentence

Report. If you have any objections to the report, I'll hear

from you on those objections.

Also, you did file a sentencing memorandum. Just so

you know, this was filed yesterday afternoon. I was on an

airplane returning from D.C. It's -- you know, I realize -- I

recognize it's not a very long memorandum. I have had a chance

to glance at it, but not more than that.

MR. MCGUIRE: Thank you, Your Honor.

THE COURT: I will hear also from Mr. Love regarding

his review of the report. Both attorneys can make argument to

me, if you like, pursuant to the 3553(a) factors. And then I'll

also hear from Mr. Renaud himself, if he wishes to make a

statement before sentence is imposed.

And I have walked in here, counsel, without the actual
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PSR. I thought it was in this file. Would you mind -- Mr.

Love, could I go ahead and ask you -- well, I tell you what,

I'll ask Ms. Garrison, if you would, from the PSR, would you

please tell me the base offense level. I know what the range

is, but what is the analysis of the calculation?

U.S.P.O. GARRISON: The base offense level is 14, Your

Honor. He has a 4-level upward adjustment for in connection

with. His adjusted offense level therefore is 18. He gets 3

levels off for acceptance, which makes him a 15 total offense

level and a Criminal History Category of I.

THE COURT: And the Guideline range was 18 to 24

months?

U.S.P.O. GARRISON: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Thank you.

All right, Mr. McGuire?

MR. McGUIRE: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: And if you would first, Mr. McGuire,

please confirm for the Court and for the record's benefit that

you have reviewed the PSR in its entirety with your client, have

had the opportunity to do that.

MR. MCGUIRE: Yes, Your Honor, I have reviewed the PSR

in its entirety with my client. We have reviewed it. The only

change that might be considered a change is in paragraph 68 on

his occupation. It lists him as a contractor when really for

the past four years he's been working as an undercover
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confidential informant with the Department Of Alcohol, Tobacco

and Firearms. I believe the Court is aware of that, and I think

it was not in there to protect my client. And we're going to

bring that out during the course of the sentencing, so I don't

think we need to correct the PSR. And other than that, the PSR

is fine.

We have no objection to the 4-level increase for the

use of a firearm in connection with a felony. I am specifically

withdrawing my original objection. And therefore, we can just

go with our offense level 15, Category I, Guideline range is 18

to 24, and we'll be seeking a variance.

THE COURT: All right. And I have directed that the

sentencing memorandum be sealed because of the reference to the

-- his status. And I make that decision, Mr. McGuire -- I think

that's consistent with our policies here. I understand that

you're not -- I mean, that's part of what you're going to be

arguing to the Court, and so you don't have so much of a concern

about it; however, I do. So --

MR. MCGUIRE: Well, thank you. And I realize I should

have submitted that under seal, and I appreciate the Court and

the clerk's office in fixing it.

THE COURT: All right. Well, we will make the change

to the PSR and note what the Defendant's employment has been in

paragraph 68.

U.S.P.O. GARRISON: Yes, Your Honor.
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THE COURT: Mr. Love, any comments from the Government

regarding the calculation or the Presentence Report?

MR. LOVE: No, Your Honor.

THE COURT: Okay. Then, Mr. McGuire, if you would,

from the lectern, please.

MR. MCGUIRE: Thank you, Your Honor. Your Honor, if

it may please the Court -- is this microphone on?

THE COURT: Yes, I can hear you, thank you.

MR. MCGUIRE: I would like my client to briefly

testify, and he'll actually just cover in a highlight-fashion

the main points we want to bring out. But essentially, Your

Honor, what we're submitting to the Court is that when we

consider for the factors that we'll be bringing out that there

is less need for deterrence, less need for punishment than is

considered by the guideline -- the sentencing guidelines because

of his long history and cooperation with ATF of about four years

indicates that he's departed from a -- he's not part of a

criminal livelihood.

Secondly, that the particular factors that caused him

to harm himself -- everyone does things for a reason, and one of

them is he had a gun put to his chest because people were

telling him they heard about the Anything For a Buck arrest and

said you're part of that, and this individual actually put a gun

in his chest and said "I should kill you right now for being a

snitch" and started cursing at him.
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And he brought that to the attention of the agent, who

offered him protective custody, and he declined the protective

custody and chose to put matters in his own hands, of course,

which was to arm himself in violation of the law.

And he's -- candidly has plead guilty, is guilty, and

is not offering any of this to justify the crime but just

explaining why.

What we're submitting to the Court is that there's

less culpability when -- and in need of punishment when the

individual is actually arming themselves for self defense. I

mean, that's -- it's still a crime, but it's not as bad as other

circumstances.

The other factor we'd like to bring out is that, if he

were to go to prison, he would be targeted for harm by the

inmates, and every day that he would spend there he would be in

fear.

I believe one of the defendants has gone to prison for

50 years and another defendant for 25, not to mention all the

others for a lesser amount of time. My client is genuinely

fearful of whether he'd be protected in prison.

And some of the other matters are that he has spent 81

days in jail. In doesn't seem like much, it's only three

months, where a Guideline range would be 18 months for the

lowest. But he did spend that in solitary confinement, which is

usually reserved for people that are being punished, but he was
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in solitary because of the danger presented to him by other

inmates because of his cooperation with the ATF and the arrests

that became publicized.

If I may, Your Honor, I'd just like to have my client

testify briefly so the Court can evaluate him.

Would you want to come forward, Mr. Renaud?

THE COURT: Actually, I'd like him to come -- if he's

going to testify, just go to the witness stand, please.

GARY PATRICK RENAUD, DEFENSE WITNESS, DULY SWORN

THE CLERK: Be seated. Please state your full name.

THE WITNESS: Gary Patrick Renaud.

THE COURT: Mr. McGuire?

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. MCGUIRE:

Q. Are you a junior as well?

A. No.

Q. Now, you've pled guilty to possessing a firearm while a

convicted felon; is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. And could you tell the Court what was your main occupation

for the past four years? How were you spending your time,

productive time?

A. Doing undercover work for the ATF.

Q. And in which cities was this?

A. I did it in Pensacola, Chipley, Navarre, Bonifay, Panama
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City.

Q. And what type of work would you be doing?

A. Mainly purchasing firearms or, you know, trying to purchase

firearms or purchasing firearms from individuals or stores,

doing straw purchases and such.

Q. Did any of this involve actually you would pose as the

manager or owner of a pawn shop-type of operation?

A. Yes, on two different occasions.

Q. And was one of those occasions in Pensacola at a pawn shop

known as Anything For a Buck?

A. Yes.

Q. And what was it about your features that made you able to

relate to the community that you would sell illegal -- or

traffic in illegal guns?

A. Well, I'm normally clean shaven on my head, and I have a

couple of tattoos on my head. In fact, one of them I got during

a case that I was working on for the ATF. I have a lot of

tattoos on my arms and --

Q. You ride a Harley?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Do you look -- from appearances, would you look like a

criminal biker dude that dealt in illegal guns?

A. Yes.

Q. And how often, when you were working, would you handle

firearms?
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A. Anytime that I had to buy one. I mean, it was pretty

regularly.

Q. Weekly basis?

A. Yes, at least.

Q. When you bought those firearms, were you under the direct

supervision and control of an agent?

A. At all times.

Q. And when were you arrested for this charge of possessing a

firearm by a convicted felon?

A. On February 14th of this year.

THE COURT: You have to speak up, sir.

THE WITNESS: On February 14th of this year.

THE COURT: Thank you.

BY MR. MCGUIRE:

Q. Prior to February 14th, had the news about the arrests

under the Anything For a Buck become publicized and were people

being arrested?

A. Yes.

Q. And as a result of that publication, did you learn later

that your name was being revealed as a witness in the cases

against these people?

A. Yes.

Q. And as a result of that, did you receive any type of

startling statements made to you by an individual?

A. Yes.
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Q. Could you tell the judge about that.

A. I was on my way home from work one evening. I worked in

Panama City. A gentleman that I used to ride in a riding club

with pulled a .40 caliber pistol and stuck it in my chest and

told me he should shoot me right now.

Q. Why did he say -- I mean, did I say anything else?

A. Because I was a snitch and a rat.

Q. And did you tell the agents about that?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. Agent Beach and Agent Saier?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And did they offer you protective custody?

A. Yes, they did.

Q. Did you decline that?

A. Yes, I did.

Q. And then what did you do? Instead of taking the legal

route, what did you do in response to that?

A. Well, it was a few days later that I armed myself with a

.22 pistol.

Q. All right. And did you carry that all the time?

A. No. I carried it when I was on my motorcycle back and

forth from work.

Q. Was that because people would recognize you as being the

biker dude with Anything For a Buck then?

A. Yes. I had to ride by several different places that I was
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well known at.

Q. And in the past two months, have you been subpoenaed to go

to depositions in the state cases that arose out of the arrests

from Anything For a Buck?

A. Yes, I have.

Q. And about how many have you been scheduled for?

A. So far, three.

Q. And have you gone to those?

A. I've been to two of them.

Q. And are there more -- are you anticipating there's going to

be more depositions where you are directed to appear to testify

for the state at these -- as a state witness?

A. Yes.

Q. Now, are you concerned about going to prison?

A. Very much so.

Q. Why is that?

A. I'm in fear for my life.

Q. And why is that?

A. Because everybody knows about me.

Q. And do you think there's some people who got hurt really

bad by you?

A. I'm sure.

Q. What --

A. There's probably -- I'm sure there's probably people doing

a lot of time from what I've done.
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Q. Okay.

A. And not knowing where they're at and --

Q. Now, prior to being released on bond, how many days did you

spend in jail on this arrest?

A. 81.

Q. Now, were all of those days on the federal arrest or were

some of those also from the state arrest?

A. Some were from the state. It was roughly half and half.

Q. And --

A. I was in Okaloosa County Jail first. And then when the

federal government picked up the charges, they transferred me to

Santa Rosa where I spent 23 hours a day locked up.

Q. Were the charges in Okaloosa County dismissed?

A. Yes.

Q. And were you in the main population when you were in jail

pending court? Were you in general population or solitary

confinement?

A. I was in -- like I said, in Okaloosa County I was in

general population because nobody knew me over there. But when

I was in Santa Rosa, the federal facilities, I was on 23-hour

lockdown.

Q. All right. Sorry. I didn't equate "lockdown" with

solitary confinement. But that's what you meant by "lockdown"?

A. Yes, I was in a single, one-man cell in a smaller compound

where I was locked down 23 hours a day. I was allowed out an
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hour a day by myself to shower and make a phone call, if

possible.

Q. Is there anything you want to tell this judge about the

crime or anything like that?

A. I apologize for it. I probably could have done things

better.

Q. Meaning that maybe not go to clubs at night?

A. Yeah, that, and not arming myself like I did. I should

have called the authorities when people were harassing me or

whatever.

Q. All right. Because you know there's restraining orders you

can get and things like that, right?

A. Yes, yes, I do. I just wasn't thinking at the time.

MR. MCGUIRE: That's all the questions I have for Mr.

Renaud.

THE COURT: All right.

MR. LOVE: I don't have any questions, Your Honor.

THE COURT: All right, sir, you may step down.

MR. MCGUIRE: Your Honor, I'm sorry, I forgot to ask

him two questions.

THE COURT: Okay.

BY MR. MCGUIRE:

Q. Is your wife in the courtroom?

A. Yes.

Q. And how long have you been married to her?
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A. 29 -- 29 years next month.

MR. MCGUIRE: That's all the questions I have.

THE COURT: You may step down.

(Witness excused.)

MR. MCGUIRE: Your Honor, that concludes the Defense's

evidence. Just under the 3553(a) guidelines, Your Honor, I'd

submit that the need for punishment is less. There's a less

need for deterrence because he was handling guns every day, and

there's less culpability. Although he was under the direct

supervision and he goes out on his own and he handles a gun.

There are other alternatives.

I'm just submitting that under the circumstances there

is less need for punishment. And his lack of any real violent

crime in the past and the fact he's done well on pretrial

release do make him a suitable candidate for probation; and if

not, the Court has a string on him and can bring him back.

I'd ask the Court to find that a term of probation is

the best suitable sentence in this matter. Thank you.

THE COURT: All right. Mr. Love?

MR. LOVE: Yes, Your Honor, if it please the Court.

And briefly, we do not have any recommendations on the sentence,

but we would bring a few things to the Court's mind in making a

decision as to what an appropriate sentence would be.

In my short term as a prosecutor, I've had the -- I

would like to characterize it as unfortunate opportunity or
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responsibility of prosecuting deputies or law enforcement

officers who commit crimes or go outside their authority, and

those are some of the hardest cases to prosecute because it's

never exciting to prosecute people that you believe is part of

your team.

This one in this case is a similar instance that --

this is almost as if we were prosecuting someone who was part of

the team. And Mr. Renaud has been part of the law enforcement

team for some time and was a very important role and important

member of that team.

He was always cooperative. He's always responsible.

In my view, and I think in the view of ATF, he was also very

hardworking. He was reliable in that he followed direction. I

don't think there was concern that he was going to do anything

foolish while working for them. They could rely on him to do

the things that he was responsible for doing.

I can say that, for Mr. Renaud, he looks worse than he

probably is. In his look as enjoying the lifestyle of a biker

or motorcycle rider, he keeps his hair -- or at least the hair

on his face long, and he has some tattoos and things of that

nature that makes him look a little bit more aggressive than

probably what he really is.

And I can recall from my first impression with him I

thought that he would be just that, that he was an aggressive

person. But I can say from getting to know him, he is not an
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aggressive person. He's very -- he appears to be very calm

natured in all the times that we've been around him.

This was, I believe, a surprise to ATF when they

received the call from Mr. Renaud from the Okaloosa County jail

basically admitting to them that he had messed up severely. ATF

was aware of the fact that he had been threatened. They were

aware of the fact that he was concerned for his safety. They

had taken steps. They had contacted our office, and we had all

discussed this. And he was offered witness protection, if

that's what he choose.

And unfortunately, in this lifestyle and in the

lifestyle that many of these ATF agents that are sitting in this

room, when they go undercover, they know that it's a very

dangerous job. And Mr. Renaud took on those responsibilities

with great courage, and he had to face some people that he

probably did not want to face, and each and every day after that

he went out not knowing what was going to happen to him.

Unfortunately, with that good news, there was some bad

news, and that is that he made a very bad choice in that he was

not just possessing a firearm but that he pulled a firearm on

someone and that he pointed it at him, and he essentially

committed aggravated assault on someone.

For that he should be held accountable, and that is

why we would ask the Court to sentence him an appropriate

sentence that not only considers the history and characteristics



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

02:27:23PM

02:27:27PM

02:27:31PM

02:27:32PM

02:27:34PM

02:27:39PM

02:27:42PM

02:27:46PM

02:27:49PM

02:27:52PM

02:27:55PM

02:28:00PM

02:28:01PM

02:28:04PM

02:28:06PM

02:28:10PM

02:28:13PM

02:28:15PM

02:28:19PM

02:28:24PM

02:28:28PM

02:28:32PM

02:28:33PM

02:28:38PM

02:28:40PM

Donna L. Boland, RPR, FCRR
United States Court Reporter

One North Palafox Street * Pensacola, Florida 32502
850.470.8189

17

of him, that would also reflect the seriousness of the offense

to promote the respect for the law and also provide a just

punishment.

It is unfortunate that Mr. Renaud is in the

circumstances that he is. I would like to think that the

operation Anything For a Buck, which will probably likely be his

last operation with ATF, was very much a success.

And success can be defined in many factors, but in

this particular, my definition of success was that anytime we

deal with firearms or ATF agents and undercover law enforcement

such as the sheriff's office members deal with firearms, it can

be very dangerous.

And these individuals dealt with loaded firearms, they

dealt with individuals that had a past history of using firearms

and had shot at people and possibly struck people. When I say

it was a success, no one was hurt, and obviously many firearms

were taken off the street.

And unfortunately, in the midst of success, we do have

to deal with this one somewhat unsuccessful story of Mr. Renaud

in making a bad decision. But aside from this bad decision, he

did do quite a bit that will probably go on for a while in this

area in this district.

And his ability to cooperate and assist in removing

firearms from this district and outside this district will

probably be rewarded for much more than what we will ever know,
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and there will be people that will probably not be harmed with

firearms because of the courage and the work that not only he

did but the agents did in this case.

So I think that's all that I can say on behalf of Mr.

Renaud. I'm not asking the Court to give him a break. We're

not up here recommending a low sentence or a probationary

sentence. We just said that we wanted to make sure the Court

understands exactly what he's done. And obviously, he's made a

bad choice here.

THE COURT: All right. Thank you, Mr. Love. If you

would remain at the lectern for a moment.

I share the concerns about the poor decision that was

made. I mean, an aggravated assault is an aggravated assault.

No matter what your background is, how, you know, how upstanding

or positively impactful to the community your conduct may have

been in the past, I mean, that split second decision, if that's,

you know, what it was, was a very bad one and placed individuals

at, you know, significant danger.

I'm also troubled by the 2008 conviction and sort of

the -- what appears to me to be a sort of disregard for the, you

know, the law that prohibits you from possessing a firearm as a

convicted felon.

There is -- you know, the good that you've done as an

undercover CI, that doesn't give you any license or excuse or

justification for what is now a repeat violation of that law. I
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mean, you VOP'd before, and now Mr. McGuire is asking me to

place you on probation again. So I have those concerns.

That doesn't mean I don't take into account and won't

take into account to some degree your efforts on behalf of law

enforcement that have been fruitful to the community. And I

can't help but think about the rash of shootings that we've had

over the past couple of days, as recently as early this morning.

So it -- you certainly deserve the remarks that Mr.

Love has offered on your behalf, which frankly are unusual for a

prosecutor to stand up and make before the Court.

The other thing that is -- and I will let you speak in

just a moment, Mr. Renaud. But the other thing that's

concerning to me and is kind of the elephant in the room here

for me as a sentencing judge is the safety risk to him in the

BOP. I'm concerned about that, and I feel like it would be

irresponsible of me to ignore it given what -- you know, I mean,

I am the judge assigned to this case, like it or not, and I have

some unique knowledge of the Bureau of Prisons and the risk that

is posed to cooperating defendants in the Bureau of Prisons,

particularly at the higher level institutions, which if I

thought Mr. Renaud was going, you know, to serve his time at a

camp, we wouldn't be having this conversation. But because of

the -- not that he has a, you know, shockingly violent

background, but the BOP's definition of, you know, violent in

terms of their security classifications, you know, is unique to
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the BOP.

And not knowing what the BOP will do as far as -- and

that's all can -- sometimes that can be difficult here, not

knowing what the BOP is going to do as far as classifying. But

suspecting, with an aggravated assault with a deadly weapon

being the factor that enhanced him or gave him the 4-level

upward adjustment, I mean, they're certainly going to look at

that in terms of their classification.

And my concern is that he's going to go to a higher

level security institution, medium or perhaps could even be a

penitentiary level. And if that's where he's placed, there's

little doubt in my mind that he'll spend his time in the SHU.

And, you know, if they send him to Victorville in the

Central District of California, I don't know that that would

give me comfort that he'd be safe there. I mean, the networks

in the Bureau of Prisons as far as the cooperator status are

extensive and sophisticated.

And when I impose a sentence, you know, if I'm

imposing a, let's just say, a 20-year sentence, if the person is

going to spend it in the SHU unit in solitary confinement where

they're in a, you know, a cell -- I don't know the dimensions,

but basically a one-man cell that may have two or three men in

it, but he's there for, you know, every minute, every second of

that sentence, save maybe five hours a week where he's taken out

for some fresh air, that's a different sentence. I mean, that
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is a different sentence. That is a different condition of

certainly a different dimension in terms of the conditions of

confinement.

I didn't -- I was not aware before today of the level

of this individual's involvement with law enforcement. I mean,

that's not clear to me -- wasn't clear to me.

Was it outlined in the PSR? I mean, I don't --

MR. MCGUIRE: No, it wasn't, Your Honor. Maybe for

his protection.

THE COURT: Well, perhaps. I mean, although the PSR

doesn't go -- it's not -- I mean, it's sealed, it's not

accessible, but that may be why. But I guess I'm a little taken

aback here. I did not know that he had been working undercover

for the ATF in that Anything For a Buck investigation for that

length of time.

I did not know he had been in solitary confinement at

the Santa Rosa County jail. It doesn't surprise me. But if he

is responsible for some of the convictions in that case and

knowing, as I do, some of the sentences that were handed down --

I don't know specifically what defendants he was individually

involved with in terms of their case, but I know that I handed

out some pretty, you know, fairly significant sentences in those

cases.

So I'm not sure how to resolve this right now in my

mind, Mr. Love. I think I may -- I may continue the sentencing
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to give this more thought. Because it -- you know, we have

cooperating defendants in a number of cases, in drug cases. And

I don't know when I impose those sentences where those

individuals are going to go. The BOP certainly makes

arrangements through -- you know, your office assists in that in

terms of --

MR. LOVE: Separating them.

THE COURT: Right. But that's when we're dealing with

testimony and you know the specific individual, you know, that's

the risk, and they can guard and make provisions for that

through the central office.

I mean, this is -- this is different. Although I can

see that you would be able to identify the individual defendants

perhaps, my concern is that not only is he certainly going to be

labeled a cooperator and a snitch, but he was working for law

enforcement for, you know, for a long time, and it wasn't just

with one or two individuals. I guess it's far more extensive

than that.

I don't know in the end that anyone is going to be

able to allay my concerns about this, and in the end the

sentence may need to be the exact same as, you know, it would be

otherwise.

I mean, I don't -- Mr. McGuire, as concerned as I am

about the solitary confinement potential here, I cannot see a

probation sentence in this case. I can't -- I cannot -- I can't
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see it. I don't think that would promote respect for the law, I

mean, in light of the prior conviction and the violation in that

2008 case.

MR. MCGUIRE: More facts, if it may please the Court:

That prior gun charge possession -- of course, he had it and he

knew that he was breaking the law the second time, it wasn't

accidental. But the first time he was driving his wife's car in

an errand. His wife is a visiting nurse and she keeps a gun in

the glove compartment sometimes. And he got -- he got arrested

for a traffic violation, and was asked is there anything in the

car that might get you in trouble, and he said, well, it's my

wife's car, she often keeps a gun in the glove compartment.

THE COURT: I'm going to have to stop you, Mr.

McGuire, because I have a hard time believing that, with all due

respect to you, I have a hard time believing that because of the

subsequent conduct. I mean, he VOP's, he is possessing a

firearm. And now we have him possessing a firearm again in an

unauthorized capacity.

So it's the flagrant disregard for the law that is of

concern to me. And then, of course, the aggravated nature of

the most recent possession, that is a concern to me.

It appears to me that, you know, we may have an

individual who thinks because he works for law enforcement that

he's, you know, he's somehow at liberty to possess firearms as a

convicted felon, and that's a concern obviously.
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See, it would be easier if I knew what they were going

to do, where they were going to put him. And I may be able to

get some insight into that. If I had had, you know, a better

understanding of this, that's probably what I would have done is

contacted, you know, people that I know in the Bureau of Prisons

to get a better feel of how he might be classified and where he

might go. Because it is -- I don't have any doubt that if he's

at a certain -- if he's at a certain classification level,

that's how he's going to spend his time.

So what I'm going to do is -- he's not in custody.

What I'm going to do is research this more on my own. I will

communicate back with you, Mr. Love and Agent Williams and Mr.

McGuire, what I find out.

We may be able to do that by telephone. We can, you

know, have a -- just a, to make it easier on you, a phone

conference about this, although Mr. Renaud would need to be

present for that, so it may be that we come back here.

But I'd like to give you all an opportunity -- I'd

like to share with you what I find out and then give you an

opportunity certainly to be heard. So maybe we just do it at a

subsequent sentencing hearing. But I would like your input

with, you know, knowledge of what I find out, input on -- before

I impose sentence.

The, you know, the options that I have, you know,

obviously available are custody and halfway house. I'm not
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going to -- I'm not going to impose probation. I'm just not

going to impose probation here because of the need to promote

respect for the law and my concern about the disregard for it.

But given everything, you know, that I heard from you,

Mr. Love, and with the concern I have for security, if I am

under the impression that he is going to be classified at a

higher security level, then I may consider halfway house, but it

would be -- it wouldn't be for a month or two.

MR. LOVE: Your Honor, we did, just so the Court has

this when considering any more -- having any other thoughts, we

did provide a list of the names of all the individuals that were

charged federally as well as those charged in state court, even

if Mr. Renaud was not actively involved in them. We gave that

list to the marshals office.

And I can ask the agents with the ATF about the other

cases that he's been involved in. A number of those cases,

though, I don't believe his identity was ever mentioned, so

those people will not know that he was involved in that case.

And that's just so the Court understands that, so the

marshal service -- the ones that do know, we've been -- we've

made a recommendation that he be maintained separate. And I

believe that's why he was placed in a separate holding cell at

the Santa Rosa County jail was as a result of ours and the ATF's

wishes and recommendations to keep him separate.

THE COURT: Well, I do know -- because of, you know,
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my contacts with the Bureau of Prisons, I do know that there are

institutions where they are sort of trying a couple of different

pilots and there are institutions where they are housing certain

obviously low risk individuals -- they're not camps, but low

risk individuals at FCI with law enforcement officers. And it's

working out -- it's working out very well.

My hesitation here is I need to know what the chances

are that, if I make a recommendation in that regard, how likely

is it to be followed or not, you know, or not followed. I don't

know that I'll ever get a definitive, but I think I can get some

insight that will help me in making the decision that I need to

make here.

Now, if you and Agent Williams, if you'd like to go on

record now and make an objection to, you know, halfway house or

argue against that now or just wait until later until we meet

again and you hear more about, you know, what I've learned and

what I'm thinking, but I'll certainly give you an opportunity

to, you know, to convince me that that decision, you know,

shouldn't be the one that I reach if that's where I'm headed.

It's a unique case, no doubt about it, but it's also a

serious case. It's serious because of the nature of the conduct

and also serious because of the background. So I guess that's

why I'm wearing the black robe, I get to make these decisions.

So let me do that. And again, he's not in custody.

I'm assuming there's no objection to him remaining on
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supervision?

MR. LOVE: (Indicating in the affirmative.)

THE COURT: The Pretrial Services Report I have made

that recommendation.

I will endeavor to get this information within the

next few days, and then my office will be back in touch with you

all to reschedule the sentencing hearing. I would expect we

could get this done sometime in August.

Mr. Renaud, do you understand what's taking place?

THE DEFENDANT: Yes, ma'am.

MR. LOVE: And Judge, just for the record, no

objection to him remaining out.

THE COURT: Thank you.

MR. LOVE: I was nodding my head, but I know Madam

Court Reporter would like me to give an answer, so no objection.

THE COURT: Thank you. So we will continue the

hearing to a later date to be set by separate notice. Thank

you.

(Proceedings concluded at 2:46 p.m.)

--------------------

I certify that the foregoing is a correct transcript from the
record of proceedings in the above-entitled matter. Any
redaction of personal data identifiers pursuant to the Judicial
Conference Policy on Privacy are noted within the transcript.

s/Donna L. Boland 10-23-2013
Donna L. Boland, RPR, FCRR Date
Official Court Reporter
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