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April 1st, 2011: The Blue Ribbon Commission on the Downtown Events Center issued 
the following statement today regarding “Framing the Discussion about a Downtown 
Events Center:” 

 
“A new stadium and events center has the potential to transform Los Angeles.  The City 
should only support this project if we are certain it can be completed without taxpayer 
funds, traffic impacts are mitigated, and the promised jobs go to Angelenos.   
 
The Blue Ribbon Commission recently held a series of public meetings throughout Los 
Angeles, gathering input from experts, project proponents as well as opponents, and 
from interested citizens.  These community meetings are only the beginning.  As we 
receive additional information about the project, we will hold further public meetings as 
we analyze and evaluate the proposal.   
 
We have identified five key areas on which to focus:   
 
Taxpayer and City Budget Impact:  The Commission is analyzing the proposal’s effect 
on the City’s general fund and the impact it will have on the City’s budget in the future.  
The Commission’s focus is to ensure no taxpayer money is used to finance this project, 
and that the events center has a positive impact on the City’s general fund. 
 
Job Creation:  The Commission is analyzing the new event center’s potential to create 
jobs with the following questions in mind: How many jobs will be created, and at what 
salaries?  How do we make sure these jobs go to Angelenos? 
 
Transportation and the Environment:  The Commission is examining how the project 
can serve as a catalyst for public transportation and infrastructure improvements 
necessary to mitigate traffic and reduce air pollution.  We intend to find out what the 
infrastructure will cost, and who will pay for it.  Additionally, we need to understand the 
likely impact on traffic from the events center and how improved public transportation 
infrastructure can reduce this impact.     
 
Tourism and Events:  The Commission is evaluating the event center’s potential to 
attract additional convention, sporting, and entertainment events.  If Los Angeles attracts 
new conventions and events, what will this do for job creation in our region?  The 



Commission will also examine how the general fund will be impacted by revenue from 
these additional conventions and events.   
 
Financial Responsibility:  The Commission is looking for a commitment from AEG to 
complete the project with no public funds.  This must include a firm plan for repayment of 
the $350 million in City-issued bonds without any public money, and making certain a 
financially sound entity will stand behind AEG’s obligations to the City for as many years 
as the bonds will be outstanding. 
 
Over the coming weeks and months, the Commission will be researching and evaluating 
these and other important questions regarding the proposed downtown events center.  
We expect to receive written information from AEG and others, which will address these 
issues.  Throughout this process, the Commission will continue to hold public meetings 
and encourage Angelenos to stay involved, ask questions, provide ideas, and participate 
fully in this transparent and collaborative process.   
 
Upon completion of its review, the Commission will issue a written summary of its 
findings. “  
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