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Musicians, friends rally to help San
Jose boy with rare form of cancer
By Mark Gomez

mgomez@mercurynews.com
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As Anthony and Michelle Stout rushed their 4-year-old son Noah

to a San Jose hospital in late December, they worried he had
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Four-year-old Noah Stout has
inoperable brain cancer and is... (Photo
courtesy of the Stout family)

to a San Jose hospital in late December, they worried he had

suffered a concussion while playing at home.

A CT scan revealed a far more frightening diagnosis: Noah had

inoperable brain cancer.

Doctors gave him 12 to 14 months to live.

"Words can't express how we felt," Michelle Stout said. "It was total

and complete devastation."

Since receiving the diagnosis Dec. 27, the Stouts have endured an

emotional roller coaster, including consultations with three

hospitals in search of treatment options. Unwilling to rely on radiation and/or chemotherapy that

at best could prolong Noah's life, the Stouts have placed their hopes on an experimental drug they

hope will save him.

"We pray every night to find someone who could have a cure," said Anthony Stout, also known as

Kanetic Source, a former MC for the music group Ozomatli. "We know it's a million-to-one shot."

The Stouts have turned to Houston doctor Stanislaw R. Burzynski, who has reportedly cured other

young cancer patients diagnosed with Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine Glioma, also known as DIPG, the

same type of rare, lethal tumor that is attacking Noah.

Burzynski, who has been treating cancer patients since 1977, has received national attention

because of a well-publicized feud with the Food and Drug Administration over his experimental

cancer drug. The doctor was also the focus of a 2010 documentary entitled "Burzynski, the Movie,"

which detailed his cancer treatment and the long-running feud with the FDA.

Noah is now participating in a clinical trial through the Burzynski clinic that is registered with the

FDA.

More than 90 percent of patients who are diagnosed with DIPG die within 18 months, even when
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More than 90 percent of patients who are diagnosed with DIPG die within 18 months, even when

radiation therapy is used, according to the National Cancer Institute. Because of the location of the

tumor in the brain, surgery is not an option.

"There is hope. That's what we needed," Michelle Stout said. "We're religious people and have

strong faith. We believe since the diagnosis, we have been blessed."

Their ordeal began just days after Christmas, when Noah, who had been playing, suddenly fell to

the ground and began crying in pain. Anthony Stout first thought that his son had bumped his

head. But when Noah began screaming for help and was unable to stand, his parents got worried.

Even then, the Stouts thought it was just a concussion.

The Stouts rushed Noah to Regional Medical Center of San Jose, where doctors did a CT scan and

found an abnormality on his brainstem. Noah was rushed by ambulance to Stanford Children's

Hospital where doctors ran more tests and found a large tumor on his brainstem.

The family will spend another week to 10 days in Houston before returning home, where Anthony

and Michelle will administer the drugs to Noah on a daily basis. The cost of the experimental drugs

is about $7,500 per month; the Stouts' medical plan does not cover the treatment, the parents said,

and they have already spent about $22,000.

Because the Stouts don't have the estimated $135,000 it will cost for the drugs, friends and fellow

musicians are rallying in support. Anthony Stout, who won a Latin Grammy with Ozomatli, has

been reaching out to some big names; Carlos Santana has donated a signed guitar to auction.

South Bay hip-hop artists Reilly Johnson and Ed Reilly of the band Nov8rz (pronounced

"innovators") have organized a benefit show for 10 p.m. Saturday at the Quarter Note in

Sunnyvale. Friends are also making donations online.

"To me, it's not a big number," Anthony Stout said. " If your child has cancer, you're going to do

everything possible to reach that goal."

Contact Mark Gomez at 408-920-5869.
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1214 Apollo Way, Sunnyvale.

For more information or to make a donation, visit www.iheartnoah.org.
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