
Dear Parliamentarian, November 4, 2013

By now it is almost certain that you have heard things about me repeated in the media 
and possibly in talking points given to you on the subject. Much of what you have been 
told about me is false.

Please allow me to give you the straight facts, that you may be easily verified by 
documentation.

1.            I complied with the Senate housing policy. 

2.            I have written documentation from Senate Finance to show it.

3.            My housing claims were processed and were not questioned.

4.            CTV ran a misleading story in December 2012, suggesting I was violating a 
policy – which I was not.

5.            Since the airing of that report, my family and friends have been subject to 
constant harassment by reporters. This has put an enormous strain on my family life 
and taken a huge personal toll on me.

6.            The Senate formed a sub-committee to look into the issues raised by CTV’s 
report. This sub-committee did not know what to ask me. 

7.            I gave them 4 documents to help them establish residency.  That should have 
ended the matter.



8.            Under political pressure, the Senate called in Deloitte.

9.            Deloitte found that I did indeed meet the four-part residency test (a new test 
based on what I happened to give to the sub-committee).

10.          Deloitte found no wrong doing by me. You may have been given talking points 
declaring that it did. Those talking points are false as would be verified by reading the 
summary page of the Deloitte report.

11.          Deloitte found that senate policy was so incoherent and flawed that they were 
not able to assess my behaviour against existing guidelines.

12.          Deloitte found only one travel situation which requires some re-interpretation 
by Internal Economy – and amount of $144.67. 

13.          Deloitte did not say I owe $144.67. They did not conclude that I owe any 
money.

14.          Internal Economy, for reasons known to them, but we suspect for matters of 
public relations, disregarded Deloitte’s findings about their policy shortcomings and 
decided that I had breached the policy and now owed money.

15.          I have always disputed Internal Economy’s report. I have never been given an 
explanation for their decisions. I have never been allowed to speak about it. I will try to 



address it today if I am given time before they stop debate and move to suspend me 
without pay.

16.          I have been trying for months to find out why Internal Economy blatantly 
disregarded Deloitte and I still have not been successful.

17.          Senators as a whole voted to take money from me without full knowledge of 
the Deloitte report. They read only the heavily fictionalized version provided by Internal 
Economy.

18.          Now the Senate will vote to suspend me without pay. Because Bob Fife wrote 
a story suggesting that I broke a rule – without any evidence to back that suggestion up.

19.          Without a doubt, all members of the Internal Economy Committee must be 
held to account.

Colleagues, if this can happen to me, it can happen to you. I recommend you have a 
lawyer examine all claims you submit before you submit them. You may currently 
believe you are being compliant with a HoC or Senate policy. The rules may change 
without your knowledge and you may find yourself being kicked out of your caucus, 
being suspended without pay, and being scapegoated in the media as some kind of 
entitled ‘fatcat.’ This can happen in spite of the fact that you are completely compliant 
with a given policy. This can happen even though you never submit Per Diems for lunch 
and brown bag it every day. Your compliance is irrelevant if Internal Economy says that 
it is, as they are above the law.

Thank you for your time.
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