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SPORTS 1C

New Rochelle shuts out North Rockland, 1C
Woodlands dominates Rye Neck, 1C
Tuckahoe routs Haldane, 3C

BREAKING NEWS 24/7 AT LOHUD.COM

Seven days after Superstorm Sandy
beat up the LowerHudsonValley, killing
four residents and leaving hundreds of
thousands without power, the region is
trying tomove closer to normalcy.

The lights are back on formany,more
roads open every day andmass transit is
almost back to running on its regular
routes and schedules. Some schools that
spent last week empty are expected to
open today.

But nearly 150,000 residents in West-
chester, Rockland and Putnam counties
remain without power, town halls and
otherbuildingsareopenassheltersanda

STILL NOT NORMAL

A NYSEG lineman installs a new utility pole Sunday on Col. Enoch Drive in Mahopac. Find more Superstorm Sandy recovery photos on LoHud.com. FRANK BECERRA JR./THE JOURNAL NEWS

Worry, worry:
Gas, cold, new
storm, power
ByMichael Risinit
mrisinit@lohud.com
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Obama has edge in electoral race, but
Romney could win with swing states
President Barack Obama enters the final hours of the 2012
campaign with an edge in the hunt for the 270 electoral votes
needed to win and more ways to reach that magic number. Yet
the race is remarkably close in at least six states.

POWER: Anger over slow progress. 4A GAS: Thirst for fuel unquenched. 5A
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HAWTHORNE — Smiling, Stephanie
Roebuck leaned forward in her canvas
lawn chair Sunday, eyes focused on the
goalie, her 9-year-old daughter, Grace.

Aftermissing aweek of third grade at
Kensico Elementary School, Grace had
begun to forget what day it was, and the
soccergamewasawelcomereturn to the
rhythms of suburban life, her mother
said.

“Getting them back to a sense of nor-
malcy, getting back some sense of their
usual routine, is really important,” said
Roebuck, aValhalla resident. “Lastweek
was really difficult for them.”

Though the American Youth Soccer
Organization’sEasternRegionsaiditwas
all right to cancel games, the Mount
Pleasant division decided to go ahead as

Girls, ages 9 and 10, played soccer Sunday at Bradhurst Park in Hawthorne, a return to
routine parents and coaches say is important. ALEXWEISLER/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Many say return
to ‘normalcy’ vital
By Alex Weisler
aweisler@lohud.com

See ROUTINE, Page 5A

ELECTION 2012 » 6A
6 voters express views
on election, then and now
Four years ago, The Journal News/Lohud.com
interviewed 100 teens as they prepared to
vote in a presidential election for the first
time. This fall we revisited six of them. Read
their stories on Page 6 and watch their videos
at http://www.lohud.com/
FLASH/firsttimevoters/

Online voters guide
Before you head out to the polls Tuesday, head to
LoHud.com/elections for help making informed
decisions in local and state elections.

ELECTION CENTRAL

Get live election results online
Visit LoHud.com/elections for live election results
in state and regional races all night Tuesday.

WESTCHESTER-PUTNAM
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New York
Midday Daily: 5 7 9
Lucky Sum: 21
Midday WinFour: 9 0 5 6
Lucky Sum: 20
Daily: 9 1 6
Lucky Sum: 16
WinFour: 0 7 0 3
Lucky Sum: 10
Pick-10: 3 5 7 14 18 27 30

33 35 44 50 60 61 62 64
66 67 68 71 76
Take Five: Not available

New Jersey
Midday Pick 3: 8 8 0
Midday Pick 4: 8 8 0 2
Pick 3: 7 1 8
Pick 4: 2 4 5 3
Cash 5: 6 13 19 26 29

Connecticut
Play 3 Day: 9 8 7

Play 4 Day: 0 3 9 3
Play 3: Not available
Play 4: Not available
Cash 5: Not available

SATURDAY
New York
Midday Daily: 0 2 1
Lucky Sum: 3
Midday WinFour: 3 9 9 5
Lucky Sum: 26
Daily: 8 6 6

Lucky Sum: 20
WinFour: 1 6 7 9
Lucky Sum: 23
Pick-10: 2 3 6 16 26
33 35 37 44 51 55
56 57 60 63 67 70
71 74 77
Take Five: 1114 22 25 39
Lotto: 5 16 18 25 41 55
Bonus Number: 32
Powerball: 4 7 9 30 54
Bonus Number: 25

New Jersey
Midday Pick 3: 4 3 6
Midday Pick 4: 3 5 6 9
Pick 3: 7 1 4
Pick 4: 3 0 2 9
Cash 5: 3 6 10 18 21
Connecticut
Play 3 Day: 4 7 0
Play 4 Day: 7 9 7 0
Play 3: 3 2 2
Play 4: 4 2 3 6
Cash 5: 13 16 21 26 28

Divisions emerge
at Syria conference

Disagreements arose
Sunday on the first day
of a Syrian opposition
conference meant to
forge a cohesive leader-
ship that the interna-
tional community says is
necessary before it will
support those trying to
overthrow President
Bashar Assad. The Syri-
an National Council
balked at a U.S.-backed
plan that would sideline
it to make room in a new
leadership for fighters
and activists inside Syria.

Marathon canceled?
Tell that to runners

Their race was called
off, but marathoners
were still on the move in
New York on Sunday.
Hundreds of runners
wearing marathon shirts
and backpacks full of
supplies took the ferry to
hard-hit Staten Island
and ran to stricken neigh-
borhoods to help. Thou-
sands of others poured
into Central Park to put

in 26.2 miles after the
last-minute cancellation
of the world’s largest
marathon because of
Superstorm Sandy.

Extend early voting,
Fla. county is told

A judge extended
early voting hours in one
Florida county Sunday
after Democrats sued to
allowmore time in the
presidential battleground
state. Voters had stood in
long lines Saturday, the
last scheduled day of
early voting. The judge
ruled on a lawsuit filed in
Orange County after the
early voting site was
evacuated when a suspi-
cious package was found
outside. It was detonated
by a bomb squad.

Apple pays 1.9% tax
on foreign earnings

Apple Inc. is paying an
income tax rate of only
1.9 percent on its earn-
ings outside the United
States. The world’s most
valuable company paid
$713 million in taxes on
foreign earnings of $36.8
billion in the fiscal year
ending Sept. 29, accord-
ing to a regulatory filing.
Foreign earnings rose 53
percent from fiscal 2011,
when the computer,
iPhone and iPad maker
paid a 2.5 percent income
tax rate.

Boy killed in fall,
mauling at Pa. zoo

A boy visiting the
Pittsburgh Zoo & PPG
Aquariumwith his moth-
er and friends was killed
Sunday when he fell 14
feet into an exhibit of
African painted dogs,
who pounced on the boy
and mauled him, officials
said. It was not clear
whether the child, who
was about 3 years old,
died from the fall or the
attack, an official said.

Compiled from wire
reports by Toni Maconi.

5 Things You
Should Know

Temperature

Humidity

Precipitation (in inches)

LOWER HUDSON VALLEY 5-DAY FORECAST

NATIONAL FORECAST TODAY

SHORE FORECAST TIDE TABLE

AIR QUALITY

SUN AND MOON

ALMANAC
Today

Yesterday

0-50, Good; 51-100, Moderate; 101-
150, Unhealthy for sensitive groups;
151-200, Unhealthy; 201-300, Very
unhealthy; 301-500, Hazardous

Source: NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation

Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.

Fronts

Cold

Warm

Stationary

Precipitation

Showers T-storms Rain Flurries Snow Ice

Today Tomorrow
first second first second

New Rochelle

Yonkers

Dobbs Ferry

Tarrytown

Haverstraw

Peekskill

Today

Times of
clouds and

sun
Highs: 43 to 50
Lows: 22 to 33

Tomorrow

Partly sunny
and chilly

Highs: 40 to 46
Lows: 29 to 35

Thursday

Windy with
showers
possible

Highs: 42 to 48
Lows: 33 to 39

Wednesday

Windy with
rain

Highs: 41 to 47
Lows: 31 to 37

Friday

Intervals of
clouds and

sun
Highs: 47 to 53
Lows: 30 to 36

National summary: It will remain chilly today from the Great Lakes to
the Northeast despite sunshine while showers dampen the Southeast
coast. Storms will rumble over parts of the Deep South while the West
stays warm.

Today, winds north 8 to 16 knots,
waves 1-2 feet, visibility clear.
Tonight, winds north 8 to 16
knots, waves 1-2 feet, mainly clear.
Tomorrow, winds north-northeast
7 to 14 knots, waves 1-2 feet.

High 2:26 a.m. 2:33 p.m. 3:14 a.m. 3:25 p.m.
Low 8:30 a.m. 9:05 p.m. 9:24 a.m. 9:59 p.m.

High 1:23 a.m. 12:59 p.m. 2:09 a.m. 1:49 p.m.
Low 6:34 a.m. 8:00 p.m. 7:36 a.m. 9:00 p.m.

High 1:51 a.m. 1:27 p.m. 2:37 a.m. 2:17 p.m.
Low 7:15 a.m. 8:41 p.m. 8:17 a.m. 9:41 p.m.

High 2:07 a.m. 1:43 p.m. 2:53 a.m. 2:33 p.m.
Low 7:29 a.m. 8:55 p.m. 8:31 a.m. 9:55 p.m.

High 2:33 a.m. 2:09 p.m. 3:19 a.m. 2:59 p.m.
Low 8:14 a.m. 9:40 p.m. 9:16 a.m. 10:40 p.m.

High 2:46 a.m. 2:22 p.m. 3:32 a.m. 3:12 p.m.
Low 8:35 a.m. 10:01 p.m. 9:37 a.m. 11:01 p.m.

Sunrise today 6:31 a.m.
Sunset today 4:45 p.m.
Moonrise today 10:20 p.m.
Moonset today 11:49 a.m.

High 51°
Low 41°
Average temperature 46.0°
Normal high 59°
Normal low 45°
Record high 76° (1987)
Record low 29° (1951)

High 79%
Low 44%

LaGuardia Airport through 5 p.m. yesterday

24 hours through 5 p.m. yest. 0.00"
Month to date Trace
Year to date 31.06"
Normal year to date 38.33"

AccuWeather.com ©2012

Ozone Not Available
Particulates Good

Last New First Full

Nov 6 Nov 13 Nov 20 Nov 28

WEATHER HISTORY
Cooperstown, N.Y., home of
baseball's Hall of Fame, entered
the "weather hall of fame" on
Nov. 5, 1971, with its third-latest
first frost on record. The cold
made only a short stop.

Lotteries

Murphy honored
at Spike TV tribute

However riotous the
Eddie Murphy stories
from Arsenio Hall,
Tracy Morgan, Adam
Sandler and Russell
Brand, the highlight of
Spike TV’s tribute to

Murphy
was the
come-
dian’s
duet with
Stevie
Wonder.

Mur-
phy
joined the
subject of

one of his most classic
impressions for a rous-
ing rendition of Won-
der’s 1973 hit “Higher
Ground” during the
taping of the Spike TV
special “Eddie Murphy:
One Night Only,” which
is set to air Nov. 14. The
Roots served as the
house band.

Jamie Foxx, Tyler
Perry, Martin Law-
rence, Chris Rock and
Keenan IvoryWayans
were also among those
paying tribute to Mur-
phy on Saturday at the
Saban Theater.

Accompanied by a
pretty blonde, Murphy
beamed throughout the
two-hour program
Saturday, saying he
was touched by the
tribute. “I am a very,
very bitter man,” he
said with a beguiling
smile. “I don’t get
touched easily, and I
am really touched.”

Morgan called Mur-
phy “my comic hero”
and came onstage

wearing a replica of
Murphy’s red leather
suit from his standup
show “Delirious.”

Murphy, 51, insisted
before the tribute that
he is retired.

“I’m just a retired
old song and dance
man,” he said, adding
that he only makes rare
appearances these
days. “That’s what you
do when you’re retired:
You come out every
now and then and talk
about the old days.”

Despite election,
‘SNL’ is all Sandy

You wouldn’t have
known it was the Sat-

urday
before
Election
Day on
“Saturday
Night
Live.”

Sure,
Mitt
Romney,
played by

Jason Sudeikis, made a
quick appearance on
“Weekend Update,” but
otherwise much of the
focus was on Super-
storm Sandy— and
Mayor Michael
Bloomberg’s sign-
language interpreter,
Lydia Callis.

The real Callis has
gained some pop-cul-
ture popularity with
her enthusiastic in-
terpreting of Bloom-
berg’s words. She was
back at the mayor’s
side at Saturday’s
briefing in New York
and was played on
“SNL” by Cecily

Strong. The mayor —
played by Fred Armi-
sen— thanked Callis
for bringing “pizazz” to
her job.

Hosting Saturday’s
show was comedian
and TV star Louis C.K.
He said in the mono-
logue of New York
City: “We’re still stand-
ing.”

Lucas to create
‘little ... films’

George Lucas is
done with “Star Wars,”
but not with filmmak-
ing.

The “Star Wars”
creator says he still
plans to make his “own
little personal films.”

Lucas spoke Friday
night
while
attending
Ebony
maga-
zine’s
Power 100
Gala, days
after
announc-
ing the

sale of his storied Lu-
casfilm to Disney for
$4.05 billion. The deal
would allow for more
“Star Wars” films.
While Lucas will be a
creative consultant,
longtime collaborator
Kathleen Kennedywill
be in control.

Lucas admitted
mixed emotions about
letting Lucasfilm go.
“It’s very sad. It’s 40
years of work and it’s
been my life, but I’m
ready to move on to
bigger and better
things.”

Eddie
Murphy

Jason
Sudeikis

George
Lucas

Celebrities in the News

ARMONK — The 29-
year-old West Harrison
man ejected and killed
when his car hit another
car on Interstate 684
southbound early Sun-
day morning was travel-
ing home from a co-
worker’s wedding in
Danbury, Conn., at the
time of the accident, his

boss said.
Christopher Pettee

was heading south in the
left lane just north of Ex-
it 3 when his 2008 Nissan
Maxima struck a 2001
Nissan Sentra also trav-
eling in the left lane
about12:20 a.m., state po-
lice Investigator Joseph
Becerra said.

Pettee’s car crossed
three lanes, rolling over
several times and break-

ing into three pieces af-
ter striking several
trees, Becerra said.

Though Pettee was
wearing a seat belt, the
impact ejected him from
the car.

“The primary cause is
excessive speed,” Becer-
ra said, adding that in-
vestigators were await-
ing toxicology reports to
determine if alcohol or
drugs played a role in the
incident.

After being struck,
the other car stopped on
the highway’s grassyme-
dian, Becerra said. Its
driver, Rudonna Atkin-
son, 32, ofMount Vernon,
was taken to Northern
Westchester Hospital in
Mount Kisco, treated for
minor injuries and re-
leased.

Pettee was pro-
nounced dead at the
scene, and an autopsy
was performed Sunday
morning, Becerra said.

Anyone who saw the
accident is asked to call
state police at 914-769-
2600.

Pettee was the fitness
manager at New York
SportsClubs, 4CityPlace
inWhite Plains, where he
hadworked forabout two
years since receiving a
promotion and a transfer

from the gym’s West
Hartford, Conn., loca-
tion.

TracyTellian, the gym
chain’s regional director,
said Petteewas awell-re-
spected, popular staff
member who helped the
chain’s “flagship loca-
tion” in White Plains feel
like a family.

“I think he was just
passionate about what he
did,” she said. “He knew
the business and he en-
joyed it and it showed.”

Funeral arrange-
ments have not been set,
Tellian said.

Pettee coached boys’
soccer at East Granby
(Conn.) High School.

Tyler Fricke, a senior
goalie who played under
Pettee for four years,
said Pettee was a “real
gentleman” and a com-
mitted coach who be-
lieved in setting personal
goals for his players.

“He had a lot of pas-
sion and inspiration for
people he knew. He al-
ways pushed us as play-
ers to the limit,” Fricke
said.

“Hecaredaboutevery
single one of us on the
team and wanted us to
achieve anddowell in ev-
erything we did,” he add-
ed.

Man in fatal I-684 crash was going home
By Alex Weisler
aweisler@lohud.com



NEW CASTLE — Mount
Kisco firefighters battled
a fire in town early Sun-
day morning that appar-
ently started in a fire-
place being used to heat
the home.

The fire at 9 Grayrock
Park Road was reported
about 2 a.m.

The home and its
neighborhood, off Route
117, near the Mount Kisco
CountryClub, is stillwith-
out power.

Therewereno injuries.
Bedford Hills and Chap-
paqua firefighters assist-
ed at the scene.

Fire damages
powerless New
Castle home
Fireplace used for heat possibly
the origin of Sunday morning blaze
By Frank Becerra Jr.
and Alex Weisler
aweisler@lohud.com

Mount Kisco firefighters work at the scene of an early Sunday morning house fire at 9 Grayrock Park Road in New Castle.
The fire appears to have started in a fireplace being used to heat the home. There were no injuries.
PHOTOS BY FRANK BECERRA JR./THE JOURNAL NEWS

A dog that escaped the fire
watches as Mount Kisco
firefighters work at the fire
scene.

MORE ONLINE
Photo gallery with this
report on LoHud.com.
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Yonkers accepts
pajama donations

YONKERS—The city
is accepting donations
of books and pajamas
for needy children
through Friday as part
of its 2012 Pajama Pro-
gram charity drive.

The effort will cul-
minate with a “Stuff-a-
Bus” collection the
week starting Nov. 12 at
the Chamber of Com-
merce offices at 55
Main St. Donations will
benefit the ANDRUS
children’s home, Leake
&Watts residential
treatment center and
the school district’s
Community Closet,
among other local pro-
grams.

Drop-off locations
include City Hall at 40
S. Broadway, the Ca-
cace Center at 104 S.
Broadway, the city
offices at 87 Nepperhan
Ave. and the public
libraries.

In brief

WT1032_P
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Superstorm Sandy
left a stew of pollutants
and debris in her wake,
spilling sewage into lo-
cal waterways, deposit-
ing trash on their shores
and dragging off con-
taminants in her reced-
ing waters.

The storm damaged
homes, left hundreds of
thousands without pow-
er in the Lower Hudson
Valley and killed four lo-
cal residents. It also
wreaked environmental
destruction on the Hud-
son River and Long Is-
land Sound, putting po-
tentiality new types of
pollution into thewaters.

Sandy’s storm surge
flooded three Westches-
ter County sewer facili-
ties along the river, in-
cluding its largest treat-
ment plant, and plants
along the Sound in Con-
necticut. Westchester’s
Yonkers treatment plant
is still releasing about
100 million gallons of
partially treated sewage
into theHudsonaswork-
ers inspect and repair
the equipment there.

Those surgingwaters
also flowed into streets,
homes and businesses in
Westchester, Rockland
and Putnam counties
and beyond. That raised

worries outside of the
usual sewage issue, an oc-
casional addition to the
river or Sound following
large rainstorms.

The Hudson flooded
some local neighborhoods
and poured into subway
stations, filled tunnels
and covered parts of the
West Side Highway in
NewYorkCity. TheSound
washed into the Playland
Amusement Park in Rye,
inundated the Orienta
neighborhood inMamaro-
neck and flooded streets
and cities along Connecti-
cut’s coast.

What receded was a
witch’s brew that may
pose a longer term eco-
logical threat thansewage
overflows, especially in
theHudson, oneresearch-
er said.

Andrew Juhl, a micro-
biologist with Columbia
University’s Lamont-Do-
herty Earth Observatory
in Palisades, pointed to
the flooding in his own
neighborhood along the
river and the wreckage
wrought in marinas by
Sandy’s surge.

“Think of all the gas
tanks, the cans of paint,
pesticides, and other tox-
ins people had in their ga-
rages and basements.
Think of the fuel oil and
propane tanks that got
washed away. Think of all
the waste oil in the auto

repair shop that got flood-
ed,” he said. “Now multi-
ply that by all of lower
Manhattan and beyond.
All that stuff, which is
much more persistent
than sewage microbes,
ended up in the water.”

Mark Tedesco, direc-
tor of the Environmental
Protection Agency’s Long
Island Sound office, said
hedidn’twant tominimize
sewage overflows.

Connecticut officials
reported millions of gal-
lons of untreated or par-
tially treated sewage
spilled into the Sound be-
cause of flooding or pow-
er outages at plants in
Bridgeport, New Haven,
Greenwich and else-
where.

Raw sewagewill break
down and get flushed out
of the Sound, he said. But
the home heating oil, gas-
oline and other sub-
stances carried back by
the retreating salt water
may persist longer.

“Everybody is still try-
ing to get a sense of what
happened,” Tedesco said.

The Hudson and New
York Harbor took a “tre-
mendous hit” from the
storm, said John Lip-
scomb, captain of River-
keeper’s patrol boat. He
compared the magnitude
of pollution that washed
into the water to the Ex-
xon Valdez oil spill. The
Ossining waterfront was
a junk pile after the
storm, Lipscomb said,
with highway cones, pro-
pane tanks, tires, 55-gal-
lon drums and “every
kind of plastic trash ever
made.”

Instead of one product,
like crude oil or sewage,
it’s a thousand different
products, he said.

“All this huge area of
heavily, heavily populat-
ed land got flooded and
then that water receded
and took whatever it
could,” Lipscomb said.
“We’ll never really know
howmuch andwe’ll never
really be able to measure
its consequences.”

The Associated Press
contributed information to

this report.

Waterways take a huge hit
Superstorm unleashed pollutants,
trash, sewage into Sound, Hudson
Michael Risinit
mrisinit@lohud.com

“All this huge area of heavily, heavily
populated land got flooded and then
that water receded and took
whatever it could. We’ll never really
know how much and we’ll never
really be able to measure its
consequences.”
JOHN LIPSCOMB,
Riverkeeper captain

YONKERS—Tiago Neto
would get excited about
the littlest of things.

On Oct. 27, he showed
off a new cooking pot he
bought to Samara Neto,
his daughter-in-law.

“He was smiling ear to
ear, he was so excited, “
Samara Neto said Sunday
night at a memorial ser-
vice for her father-in-law,
who died Oct. 29 after his
car struck a fallen tree on
the Sprain Brook Park-
way in Greenburgh dur-
ing Superstorm Sandy.
“He knew I was not into
cooking.”

The informal service
at the Church of Faith in
Yonkers brought together
family and friends who
remembered Tiago Neto,
54, as a loving father and
devoted grandfather, and
a friend with a quirky
sense of humor.

Neto, a Brazil native
and a Yonkers resident,
was returning from Ar-
monk,whereheworkedat
a pizzeria.

Lincoln
Neto, of
Carmel,
Tiago Ne-
to’s oldest
son, told
those as-
sembled
that he
would

misshis father’ssenseof
humor.

“He was always jok-
ing around,” he said.
“His happiness was con-
tagious.”

LincolnNeto, 29, read
a letter from his brother
Raphael, 25, a medical
student in Bolivia.

“You will not see me
graduate,” the letter
read. “I will never be
able to repay you for all
that you did for me. You
worked hard to send me
money every month so I
could go to medical
school.”

Jorge Bemildo, a
friend of Lincoln Neto’s,
said the father and son
were extremely close.

“I can’t believe this
has really happened,” he
said

Loved ones
recall dad’s
‘happiness’
Yonkers man, 54, dies in Sandy
By Swapna Venugopal
Ramaswamy
svenugop@lohud.com

Tiago Neto,
54
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AlmostaweekafterSu-
perstorm Sandy knocked
out power to hundreds of
thousands of residents in
the Lower Hudson Valley,
those still suffering with-
out electricity are becom-
ing more frustrated and
angry while those getting
it back are happily trying
to return to normal.

As of 5:30 p.m. Sunday,
147,781 Westchester,
Rockland and Putnam
customers are still with-
out power.

“I feel likemy life is on
hold and that I can’t do
anything,” said Jess Gor-
don, whose West Nyack
home is onaprivate street
that relies onelectricity to
run its water and septic
systems. “I feel helpless. I
can’tevenflushthetoilet.”

Gordon is staying in
Piermont with her sister,
whose power was re-
stored a few days ago.

“I spend my time run-
ning back and forth to
check onmy cats, and I’m
noticing that almost ev-
eryone in West Nyack has
power now except for me
and my neighbors,” she
said Sunday. “Itmakesme
so angry.We pay the same

bills,andweshouldgetthe
same service. I definitely
plan to write to (Orange
and Rockland Utilities)
once this is over.”

Among those angry
with the slow progress is
Gov. Andrew Cuomo,
whose New Castle home
remains without power.
He lashed out at local util-
ity companies Sunday,
saying that “it is wholly
unacceptable to have this
delay,” adding that if the
lights don’t come on soon,
“I will find utility compa-
nies that can do a better
job.”

In New Rochelle, Mi-
chelle Weber isn’t even
worried about getting her
power back right away —
she just wants Consolidat-
ed Edison to remove the
live wire and transformer
that fell on her Toyota
Camry in her driveway on
Monday.

“I’m not asking for my
power, I get that it’s a di-
saster, but having live
wires and a transformer
that was sparking most of
the day Tuesday is getting
onmynerves,” shesaid. “I
called Con Edison and
they toldme I had to leave
thehouse.Theyputyellow
tape around my property
and since Wednesday

they’ve had two guys sit-
ting in front of my house,
watching, but doing noth-
ing. I haven’t seen a truck
in the neighborhood at
all.”

Weber is renting a car
and she, her husband and
severely autistic son have
been stayingwith her par-
ents in Brooklyn.

“If this wasn’t my
house andmycar, itwould
be comical,” she said.
“Please, just get thismess
off ofmy car.”

Rick Prokop and his
wife, Betsy, spent Satur-
day inTarrytown, haddin-
ner with friends and,
while they had Internet
access, checked Con Edi-
son’s website to see the
status of their White
Plains street, where pow-
er went out onMonday.

“The website said our
electricity would come
back on Nov. 9, so we
drove home all de-
pressed,” he said. “As we
got closer, all the streets
were dark, until we got to
the top of the hill. We saw
lights on at a neighbors,
andthensawthatourpow-
er was back. Mywife said
it was the greatest sur-
prise of her life.”

Prokopwas philosophi-
cal about his days without

lights.
“It made me think

about how people 200
years ago had to schedule
their lives around the
workings of nature,” he
said. “Civilization is the
battle between humans
and nature. We think we
have power over nature,
but we don’t.”

Yorktown resident
Vaughan Shelby has spent
his timewithoutpower lis-
tening to abattery-operat-
ed radio, tinkering with
the 45-year-old generator
he’s using to keep his re-
frigerator and heat run-
ning and looking forward

to having electricity
again.

“The first two nights
were pretty bleak, but I’m
gettingused to it,” he said.
“Every time I walk into
the bathroom or the ga-
rage, I still turn on the
light switch, then I laugh.
When Idoget powerback,
I’ll finally get some real
rest. It’s amazing how
tired you get keeping up
with everything you have
todo to survivesomething
like this.”

As of Sunday evening,
Con Edison reported
85,680 customers in West-
chester still without pow-

er. In Rockland, Orange
and Rockland Utilities
said that38,600customers
remainedinthedark.New
York State Electric & Gas
Corp. reported 15,637 in
Westchester and 7,864
Putnam customers with-
out power. Central Hud-
son Gas & Electric Corp.
said all of its Putnam cus-
tomers had service.

Each of the utilities in-
sist that theyaredoingev-
erything they can, with
help from hundreds of
out-of-state workers and
National Guard troops to
deal with the historic
storm.

Power outage persists for many in area

A live transformer and wires fell on Michelle Weber’s Toyota Camry in New Rochelle on
Monday night. As of Sunday, Con Edison has not removed the wires. SUBMITTED PHOTO

Gov. Cuomo, residents angry with slow progress
By Richard Liebson
rliebson@lohud.com

Today’s commute
shouldbea littleeasierfor
LowerHudsonValley res-
idents asmore local roads
are cleared and mass-
transit capabilitiesareex-
tended in the aftermathof
Superstorm Sandy.

Metro-North Railroad
reported that train ser-
vice on the Wassaic
branch of the Harlem
Line will resume today
and regularly scheduled
service is in effect be-
tween Southeast and
Grand Central Terminal.

Regular service is also
resuming today on the
Harlem Line’s Danbury
and Waterbury branches.

Regular service is in ef-
fect between NewHaven/
Stamford, Conn., and
Grand Central, while bus-
es are still being used on
the New Canaan branch,
with some buses leaving
local stations 15 minutes
before the scheduled
train time.

The Hudson Line will
have regular service
from Poughkeepsie and
Croton-Harmon to Grand
Central.

Metro-North riders
should hang on to their
October monthly train
tickets, whichwill remain
valid for travel today.

The Newburgh-Bea-
con Ferry and the Haver-
straw-OssiningFerryalso
will return to service this
morning. The Newburgh-
Beacon Bus from the
Park-N-Ride lot at Route
17K also returns to ser-
vice.

For a full schedule of

service restorations,
visitwww.mta.info.

Train service on the
Port Jervis Line resumed

Sunday. Starting today, 4
a.m. peak inbound trains
and 4 p.m. peak outbound
trains on the Port Jervis

Line are operating be-
tween Port Jervis and Se-
caucus Junction, N.J. Rid-
ers headed for New York
Penn Station can change
trains in Secaucus. There
is no service to or from
Hoboken.

Pascack Valley Line
service remains suspend-
ed because of severe
track damage. Transport
of Rockland has agreed to
allow Metro-North Pas-
cack Valley monthly and
weekly tickets to be hon-
ored on the TAPPAN
ZEExpress service con-
necting toMetro-North at
Tarrytown.

The full rail schedule
for service west of the
HudsonRiver is postedon
NJ Transit’s website,
www.njtransit.com.

Meanwhile, Bee-Line
buses are operating with
system-wide detours and
delays, as is ParaTransit
service in Westchester

County. Go to
www.westchestergov.co
m/beelinebus for infor-
mation regarding expect-
ed route detours. People
without Internet access
may call 813-7777.

Rockland County tran-
sit buses are operating,
with no fare collected to-
day. Call 845-364-3333 or
visit
www.rocklandbus.com
for information on TOR
and TZx. For updates on
TRIPS, call 364-8747.

Westchester County
Airport isopenandtravel-
ers are advised to check
with carriers for arrival
and departure informa-
tion.

All Westchester park-
ways are open but four-
way stop signs remain in
place at some crossings;
traffic lights also remain
out on roads throughout
the region; drivers are
urged to use caution.

Transit nearing normal for today’s commute

Regular service resumes on the Harlem Line’sWassaic,
Danbury andWaterbury branches. FILE PHOTO/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Most area bus,
train service
has returned
By Richard Liebson
rliebson@lohud.com

As power is slowly re-
stored to the Lower Hud-
son Valley, many schools
that had closed their
doors for the week are
primed to reopen today.

This is the status of
schools in the region for
today, with additional in-
formation as noted, as of 5
p.m. Sunday:

Putnam
Carmel: Open today

and Tuesday. Superinten-
dent’s Conference Day

canceled.
Mahopac: Open.
Putnam Valley:

Open.

Rockland
Clarkstown: Closed

today and Tuesday. Par-
ent conferences are also
canceled. Schools that
serve as polling loca-
tionswill be open for the
elections.

East Ramapo:Closed
Nanuet: Closed for

students today, but staff
members are asked to
attend a Superinten-
dent’s Conference Day.

The district plans to re-
open fully Tuesday.

North Rockland:
Open.

Nyack: Two-hour de-
lay.

Pearl River: Open. The
Superintendent’s Confer-
ence Day scheduled for
Tuesday has been can-
celed.

Ramapo: Two-hour de-
lay. The Superintendent’s
Conference Day sched-
uled for Tuesday has been
postponed indefinitely.

South Orangetown:
Two-hour delay. Regular
school day Tuesday.

Rockland Community
College: Open

St. Thomas Aquinas
College: Open

Westchester
Ardsley: Open.
Bedford: Open, with

some exceptions.
Blind Brook: Open.
Bronxville: Open.

Schools available from 9
a.m. to3p.m. forresidents
to recharge their elec-
tronics and get warm.

Chappaqua: Closed,
but staffmust report for a
Superintendent’s Confer-
ence Day. Parent confer-

ences scheduled for today
will be postponed.

Eastchester:Open, but
bus routes may be modi-
fied around closed roads.
Buildingsmight be cooler
than usual.

Greenburgh Central
7: Open, bus routes may
be modified to accommo-
date closed roads.

Irvington: Open today,
closed Tuesday for Elec-
tion Day.

Katonah-Lewisboro:
Open.

Mamaroneck: Open.
New Rochelle: Open

today and Tuesday.

Lakeland: Professional
staff returns today, but a
decision has not been
reached aboutwhether stu-
dents will attend classes.

Mamaroneck: Open.
Ossining: Open.
Port Chester: Two-hour

delay. Superintendent’s
conference day scheduled
for Tuesday is canceled.

Yonkers: Open.
Yorktown:Two-hourde-

lay.
Archdiocese of New

York schoolswill return to
classes on the same sched-
ule as their community
public schools.

Many local public school districts scheduled to reopen today
By Alex Weisler
aweisler@lohud.com

PIERMONT — Deborah
Brenner embraced Sen.
KirstenGillibrandonSun-
day as she recounted the
scale of devastation from
Superstorm Sandy on the
Village of Piermont and
Café Portofino, the res-
taurant she co-owns.

“We’re shut. We’re out
of business right now,”
Brenner,46,toldTheJour-
nal News after speaking
with Gillibrand, D-N.Y.,
who toured the hard-hit
area around 2 p.m. after
stops in Westchester
County and the Bronx.

Piermont’s waterfront
of restaurants, marinas
and historic homes was
heavily damaged byMon-

day’s storm after a surg-
ing high tide submerged
swaths of downtown,
flooded homes and dis-
placed dozens of resi-
dents.

At Café Portofino, the
waterhadreachedabout8
feet Monday night. Bren-
ner said the 20-year-old
Italian bistro at 587 Pier-
mont Ave. lost all of its in-
ventory and kitchen
equipment and sustained
seriousdamageto itselec-
trical system.

“We want to rebuild,
absolutely,” she said.
“This is our community.
All of us are here because
we love our town.”

More than 100 village
residents gathered Sun-
day, asking officials about
post-Sandy recovery ef-

forts by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and
help from the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency’s rental assis-
tance program and feder-
al low-interest loans.

State and local offi-
cials, including Rep. Nita
Lowey, D-Harrison, and
villageMayorChris Sand-
ers stopped by the fire-
houseandcontinueddown
Piermont Avenue.

Although much debris
has been removed by
emergency responders
and the town’s Depart-
ment of Public Works,
piles of wooden planks,
water-logged appliances
and insulation continue to
line the sidewalk.

“Now comes the hard
part,” Sanders said of the

coming cleanup effort.
“Moving stuff around is
easy.Puttinglivesbackto-
gether? That’s more diffi-
cult.”

Gillibrand later told re-
porters shewasmost con-
cerned about a cold snap
expected this week and
the impact on young fam-
ilies and seniors strug-
gling without power.

“They can’t be in a cold
house — or a cold apart-
ment — for another
week,” she said. “From
what we’ve heard, it may
take another week to get
all the power restored
around the state.”

Gillibrand promised
thatmoregas is on itsway
after a week of fuel short-
ages and long lines at gas
stations.

In Piermont, ‘putting lives back together’ a challenge

U.S. Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, left, with state Sen. David
Carlucci, center, and Assemblywomen Ellen Jaffee, speaks
to Piermont resident Phillip Gossett about getting
assistance for a damaged handicapped-accessible van.
JOHNMEORE/THE JOURNAL NEWS

By Alex Taylor
artaylor@lohud.com

SUPERSTORM SANDY
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The cones disappeared
and the drivers lined up.
That was the scene about
middaySundayatJonVie-
ni’s Shell station in North
White Plains.

As soon as his employ-
ees removed the orange
traffic cones from the sta-
tion’s entrances on Route
22, drivers jockeyed for a
position at the pumps. He
didn’t have any gas to sell
from Saturday until late
Sundaymorning.

“The fuel’s really not
around,” he said, minutes
before his workers wear-
ing safety vests, waving
orange flags and using
whistles directed traffic
off the road and around
the pumps.

Among his first cus-
tomerswasDonnaWoods,
a registered nurse. She
needed gas to check on
her home healthcare pa-
tients and for the genera-
tor she was using at her
nearby home. She said
some home health aides
were having difficulty
getting to their patients.

“But neighbors are
looking out for each oth-
er,” she said,moments be-
fore getting out of her
Toyota RAV 4 with two
plastic gas containers.

So continued the re-
gion’s effort to quench its
thirst for fuel almost a
week after Superstorm
Sandy crushed the Lower
Hudson Valley and
knockedoutpower tohun-
dreds of thousands.

The storm left many
gas stations without elec-
tricity and crippled the

fuel delivery system that
stretches from New York
Harbor to local gas sta-
tions.

The lack of gas has
evoked memories of the
1970s fuel shortage. New
Jersey has instituted an
even-odd gas rationing
system in 12 counties
basedonadriver’s license
plate and the date of the
month.

Some officials on Sun-
day stressed what they
have been saying for the
past several days: the sys-
tem will heal itself as
more distribution termi-
nals open, more gas sta-
tions get their electricity
back,mass transit returns
to a regular schedule and
peoplestopfillinguptheir
cars whenever the needle
drops off the full mark.

Filling up you car ev-
ery day makes the situa-
tion worse, Gov. Andrew
Cuomo said. He spoke
about the gas situation
during a stop at the New
York Army National
Guard’s Camp Smith in
Cortlandt. He visited the
base to thank a contingent
of Guard and Reserve
members for their storm
recovery service.

“It’s coming on line
slowly, obviously. It has
been getting better,” Cuo-
mo said. “I ask NewYork-
ers to be patient. I ask
themtobeprudent.This is
a short-term problem.”

In Rockland, there
werepocketsofdeepfrus-
tration over the continued
gas shortages. An atten-
dant at aMobil gas station
onRoute59 inNanuet said
several fights had broken
out in the parking lot that

morning after drivers
tried to cut in line.

“It’s getting worse,”
said Moris Aguilar, 27, of
Nyackwhodrives a livery
car, adding, “You can’t
really go that far because
you run out gas.”

Peter Kischak, presi-
dent of Service Station
Dealers of Greater New
York, characterized the
situation as a “psycholog-
ical” one.

“Everybody wants a
full tank of gas. Where
people felt comfortable
with a quarter of a tank,
now they don’t feel com-
fortable,” he said.

Staff writer Alex Taylor
contributed to this report.

Storm-sparked thirst for fuel still unquenched
ByMichael Risinit
mrisinit@lohud.com

Bill Bradatsch of Montgomery, N.Y., makes a delivery to the Getty gas station on Route 6 in Cortlandt on Sunday. Four of
six gas stations on Route 6 between Mohegan Lake and Peekskill were servicing customers . RICKY FLORES/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Cars waiting for gas form an orderly line at the Mobil station on the eastbound side of
Route 59 at Smith Street in Nanuet on Sunday. JOHNMEORE/THE JOURNAL NEWS

place to charge a cell-
phone, and downed trees
still cause passers-by to
stop and ponder. Gas sta-
tions are not a place to zip
in and out of quickly, but,
rather, a place to line up
for fuel.

Questions remain as
residents await word
fromtheir insurancecom-
panies and consider the
possibility of another
storm, albeit much weak-
er than Sandy, inching its
way up the coast mid-
week.

Withtemperaturesdip-
ping into the 30s over-
night and around 700,000
homes and businesses in
New York City, its north-
ern suburbs and Long Is-
land still without electric-
ity on Sunday, Gov. An-
drew Cuomo warned that
many homes are becom-
inguninhabitableandtens
of thousands ofpeople are
going to need places to
stay.

During a visit to the
New York Army National
Guard’s Camp Smith in
theafternoon,Cuomosaid
about 100,000 families’
homes are so damaged
that they are living in ho-
tels and motels and some
will be placed in tempor-

ary housing for up to a
year.

He also had harsh
wordsfortheregion’sutil-
ity companies, saying
theywere“abusive”ofthe
customer relationship
and uncommunicative.

“I am going to hold
them accountable for
their performances. Peo-
ple are upset. They are
right to be upset,” he said.

Cuomo was at Camp
Smith in Cortlandt to
thank Guard and Reserve
membershelpingwith the
relief and clean-up effort.
Getting power on is im-
portant as the weather
turnsmore towardwinter,
he said.

“We did everything we
could to get ready for
(Sandy). But it is still dev-
astatingin its impact,”Cu-
omo told them.

Later in the day, he
thanked Pepsico and Wal-
mart for donating truck-
loads of drinks, snacks,
other food and board
games to help residents
recover.

Westchester County
Executive Rob Astorino
said he continues to talk
with Consolidated Edison
and New York State Elec-
tric & Gas officials. The
countyalsoismakingsure
everyone has a working

polling place at which to
vote Tuesday, Election
Day.

“We are getting gener-
atorsforsomeplaces.And
ifapolldoesnothavepow-
erbyMondayevening,we
will have an alternative,
nearby place to vote,” As-
torino said in a statement.

Putnam and Rockland
election officials also said
they are ready for Tues-
day.

Late Wednesday into
Thursday could bring
weather no one wants:
rain, wind and a chance of
coastal flooding. Accu-
Weather meteorologist
Erik Pindrock said a no-
r’easter would take shape
off North Carolina and
track to near Nantucket.
Winds could average be-
tween 20 and 30miles per
hour.

“I don’t think we’re
forecasting anything ex-
traordinary here, certain-
ly not like Sandy,” he said.

The power came on in
Roberta West’s White
PlainshomeSundayafter-
noon. She saidcrews from
California and Utah had
been working on her
street since Friday after-
noon to replace poles and
remove a transformer
dangling over the road.

At the Lowe’s on Route
303 in Orangetown, a few

shoppers wheeled carts
loaded with home-repair
tools, two-by-fours and
plywood. Store manager
FrankDelTufosaidhome-
owners are caught in a
“holding pattern” be-
tweenstockinguponpost-
Sandy necessities and fil-
ing insurance claims.
Many have only begun to
evaluate the damage to
personal property.

Lines continued to
form at gas stations, even

as officials asked resi-
dents to not run to the
pump every time they
drive their cars. Reji
Mathew of Nanuet waited
more than twohours to fill
up at theMobil gas station
on Route 59 in Nanuet
where a line of more than
40 vehicles inched along
the road’s shoulder.

But Mathew, a profes-
sor at New York Univer-
sity, said life was finally
getting back to normal af-

ter a week of total stand-
still.

“For commuters, I
think overall there’s a
sense of relief knowing
downtown is up and run-
ning again and we can all
go back to work,” said
Mathew, who commutes
on the Coach USA bus.
“Things are looking up.”

Staff writer Alex Taylor
and The Associated Press
contributed to this report.

SANDY: Cuomo says utility companies ‘abusive’ of customers
Continued from Page 1A

A service station worker stands at the entrance to the Mobil station on Route 59 and
Smith Street in Nanuet to guide customers. JOHNMEORE/THE JOURNAL NEWS

scheduled, coach Mark
Raguso said.

“We’re totally back to
normal,”hesaid.“It’sgood
that they’re out there and
playing.”

Signsofnormalcywere
evident for thousandswho
sampled truffles and mo-
cha drinks at the Choco-
late World Expo at the
Westchester County Cen-
ter in White Plains. It also
providedrefugefromcold
houses and long lines at
gas stations.

About 10 vendors
dropped out of the event,
citing power outages or
difficulty traveling to
Westchester County, expo
creator Marvin Baum
said.

Shelley Larsen of the
Fifth Avenue Chocolate
Works in Scarsdale said
she had pulled a few all-
nighters to get enough
samples ready for the ex-

po. Her store briefly lost
power twice and she’s still
without power at home.

As she handed out
pieces of the store’s signa-
ture truffles, Larsen said
children might need the
return to routine most of
all.

“It’s definitely worth
it,” she said. “We needed
this.Everyoneneededthis

to get their normalcy
back.”

Yvonne Williams said
sheattendedtheexpowith
herchildrenbecause their
Greenburgh home still
lacked power.

“It’s important to get
outhereandjustcelebrate
the activities that are go-
ing on in Westchester,”
Williams said. “It makes

you kind of forget about
what’s going inyourhouse
for a little while.”

Movie theaters have
seen a boost from the
storm, as residents with-
out power seek out
warmth and distraction.
The Lafayette Theater in
Suffern has sold twice as
many tickets as an aver-
age week, assistant man-

ager Eileen France said.
“We have been busier

than usual. There’s defi-
nitely been an influx of
peoplesincea lotofpeople
have power out,” she said.
“Thedarkeritgets, thelat-
eritgets, thecolderitgets,
the more people seem to
be coming in.”

Some local clergy ad-
dressedthestormdamage

in Sunday sermons deliv-
ered to larger-than-usual
congregations.

Fausta Dantes said it
was“encouraging”tohear
herpriestdeliverahomily
on Superstorm Sandy at
the noon Mass at St. John
the Evangelist Roman
Catholic Church in White
Plains.

“It was really touch-
ing,” theWhitePlainsresi-
dentsaid.“Today,Inoticed
that the churchwas full to
capacity, as compared to
every other Sunday. ”

Walking into Mass at
Sts. John and Paul Roman
Catholic Church in Larch-
mont, Robert Healy said
hehopedthechurchwould
draw a higher-than-usual
turnout.

Spiritualityisanimpor-
tant tool for coping with
adversity, the Larchmont
man said.

“But peoplemay be too
busy just trying to get
back to normal,” he said.

ROUTINE: Many say return to ‘normalcy’ critical to recovery
Continued from Page 1A

Hundreds of chocolate enthusiasts explored the Chocolate World Expo on Sunday at the Westchester County Center in
White Plains as a diversion from Superstorm Sandy’s devastation. MATTHEW BROWN / THE JOURNAL NEWS
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Call 914-696-8823Funeral Home Resource

FARMINGDALE, N.Y. —
Eileen James sits by the
window when the sun is
out, wears gloves to bed
and hasn’t had a hot meal
in a week.

Likemany elderly peo-
ple in the New York area
coping with no electricity
or heat in their homes in
the aftermath of Super-
storm Sandy, the 78-year-
old retired secretary con-
fesses she’s “starting to
get less and less patient.”

Health care officials,
social workers and other
volunteers are paying
close attention to the el-
derly in the days since
Sandy left millions in the
dark throughout metro-
politan New York and
New Jersey. While some
say life experiences have
tempered the ability of
the region’s oldest resi-
dents to cope with the im-
mensity of the destruc-
tion, othersnotesigns that
the stress of no electric-
ity, displacement from
their homes and upheaval
from their daily routines
is beginning to take a toll.

“When the sun is out, I
gravitate to where it is
coming in through a win-
dow and I sit there,”
James said Saturday as
temperatures hovered in
the high 40s. “I took my
thermometerwithmeand
itwentupsixdegrees,and
I felt a little warmer.”

She said she has con-
sidered driving east to a
daughter’s home, but pre-
fers to remain local so she
can vote in the presiden-
tial election on Tuesday.

The situation is the

same for thousands
throughout the region.

At Comstock Court, a
subsidized apartment
building for senior citi-
zens in Asbury Park, N.J.,
residents were given fli-
ers on Friday informing
themabout free hotmeals
being served 10 blocks
away.

Several said they were
unable to make the trek
even though their food
has spoiled.

“I’m not walking over
there. That’s too far for
me. My knees can’t take
it,” said PamGrove, 75.

Two utility poles were
down behind the building
and a snapped electrical

wire was lying in the
street half a block away.

Tenants were using
their gas stoves to stay
warm.

“It’s dangerous, but if
you don’t turn your stove
on, you’ve got pneumo-
nia,” said 72-year-old Ru-
dolph Graham, the presi-
dent of the tenants’ asso-
ciation.

Karen Boorshtein,
president and CEO of
Long Island’s Family Ser-
vice League, said the
group has been monitor-
ing nursing homes and
reaching out to check on
the elderly.

“We’remakingsurepa-
tients’ needs are being

met; if they need to be
evacuated that they are
evacuated,” Boorshtein
said.

Suffolk County’s Of-
fice of Aging reached out
to 725 seniors before the
storm to warn them to
prepare, said county
spokeswoman Vanessa
Baird-Streeter. When
Sandy passed, the office
sent teamsto thehomesof
residents who couldn’t be
reached by telephone and
by Friday afternoon, all
had been accounted for,
she said. Some were pro-
vided with extra blankets
and food while others
were taken to Red Cross
shelters.

Elderly face stress, isolation after storm
By Frank Eltman
Associated Press

NEW YORK — People
inBelleHarbor knowdi-
saster.

On these few blocks
of beach community
that’s home to many
emergency responders,
the Sept. 11 attacks hit
hard, followed weeks
later by a plane crash in
the area that killed 265
people and now Super-
storm Sandy, which took
lives and touched off
fires that destroyed
about two dozen homes.

But it’s the rescues
that are the talk of the
community,evenasresi-
dents continue their
cleanup, stacking de-
stroyed belongings up to
20 feethighoutside their
ruined homes.

Theheroismincluded
Tommy Woods, who put
his 82-year-old mother
on a surfboard and fer-
ried her several blocks
to his brother’s home
through the chilly wa-
ters.

“He did a good job,”
Charlie Moran said of
his nephew, as he stood
near the charred wood
andconcrete thatwasall
that remained of the
mostly two-story homes.

After rescuing his
mother and 15-year-old
son with the surfboard,
Woods returned to the
street where homes
were burning to the
ground to help a neigh-
bor’s mother get out by
putting her in a kayak
and walking her to safe-
ty, said Moran, a retired
firefighter.

Several men in the
burning homes went
door-to-door to get ev-
eryone out.

Down the street, un-
awareofWoods’heroics,
Buell and his neighbor
Troy Bradwisch joined
threeothermenwearing
waist-high fisherman’s
waders to ferry people
through the rolling wa-
ters to the Belle Harbor
Yacht Club.

Dozens of others, in-
cluding an 86-year-old
man, formed a chain and
trudged through the wa-
ter, clutching neighbors
to make sure no one was
lost.

“Therewas a lot of cur-
rent, but people were
close together, holding on
to each other,” Buell said.

“Up the block it was
like the apocalypse,” he
said. He said the wind-
driven storm and subse-
quent flood at high tide
combined with a fire that
produced grapefruit-size
flaming flakes and clouds
of smoke, distorting per-
ceptionsandmaking it im-
possible toknowhownear
the fire was. Fire trucks
couldn’t immediately get
through.

Those who were
walked through the swirl-
ing waters in two kayaks,
one9feet longandtheoth-
er 151⁄2 feet, included
Bradwisch’s wife and
children,awomanandher
newborn, a pregnant
woman and an elderly
couple.

“The fire just kept
spreading because of the
wind,”hesaid. “Itwas like
being in front of a flame
thrower. The most har-
rowingpartof itwashear-
ing the screams in the
dark.”

Bradwisch, a former
Navy nurse who now
works at a federal prison
in Brooklyn, said every-
one kept calm during the
evacuation “because we
had kids.”

Once at the yacht club,
40 to50of themwaitedout
the storm until morning
by the light of lanterns.

Buell said one friend
who lost her home in the
fire has since askedhim if
he was OK.

“I find that ironic com-
ing from someone who
lost her house,” he said.

Caring for one another
comes naturally in a com-
munity that’s “been very
hard hit over the last dec-
ade,” he said.

ThestorminBelleHar-
bor still claimed lives.

Buell said a friend of
his was killedwhen awin-
dowshatteredanda shard
of glass sliced her, caus-
ing her to bleed to death,
he said.

He said he last saw her
the day before the storm
at a school swimmeet for
their children.

“She kissed me on the
cheek and said: ‘Be safe.’
It’s the last thing she said
to me.”

Storm is latest
disaster for small
N.Y. community
By Larry Neumeister
Associated Press

BELMAR, N.J. — New
Jersey residents found
ways Sunday to adjust to
gas rationing in effect
from the superstorm, by
ignoring the state’s long-
standing law against
pumping your own gas or
just driving far from
home to avoid the rules.
And along the shore, peo-
ple in one town traded
kayaks for rain boots as
floodwaters finally reced-
ed and they returned to
their homes to assess
damage.

About 1 million homes
and businesses across
New Jersey remained
without electricity Sun-
day, and many of those
customers may not have
service restored until
Wednesday. The storm
has been blamed for 23
deaths in the state and
more than 100 overall.

Gov. Chris Christie
said Sunday that all 21
New Jersey counties will
nowbeincluded inthema-
jor disaster area declara-
tion, so all residents will
now be able to seek assis-
tance from the Federal
Emergency Management
Administration. And de-
spite the despair the
storm had brought the
state, he has seen people
working together to pro-
vide for others every-
where he has traveled in
New Jersey since the
storm hit.

“This is a symbol of
New Jersey coming to-
gether during a really dif-
ficult time,” Christie said.
“A week ago today, we
were preparing for the
storm to come tomorrow,
and now, we’re returning
to a new normal.”

Along the Jersey
Shore, cleanup work con-
tinued.

Thewatersebbedover-
night in the shore town of
Belmar and left behind
slippery, pungent mud.
Many residentswere only
able to begin pumping out
their basements Sunday,
six days after the storm
overwhelmed the town
with a surge that they lik-
ened to a tsunami.

A snapping turtle was
sitting on themuddy lawn
of Chris and Nancy Lukas

as they began the grim
process of cataloging
their ruined belongings.
Their home overlooks Sil-
ver Lake, where crews
have been pumpingwater
from the storm surge
back into the ocean.

“We kayaked here yes-
terday,” Nancy Lukas
said. “You can’t do any-
thing, soyoufeeluseless.”

The newly passable
roads helped bring hun-
dreds to the Church of
Saint Rose, where Bishop
David O’Connell of the
Diocese of Trenton cele-
brated Mass. Parishion-
ers wore parkas, scarves
and waterproof boots as
they packed the pews and
stood in the aisles of the
chilly church. Firefight-
ers and police officers sat
in the front rowsanddrew
sustained applause.

O’Connell said at Mass
that thecommunitywould
persevere.

“There’s more good,
and there’s more joy, and
there’s more happiness in
life than there is the oppo-
site. And it will be back,”
O’Connell said. “And we
will be back.”

Sunday was also the
first full day of gas ration-
ing in the state, which
Christie ordered for 12
counties, saying it would
help ease fuel shortages
and the long lines at gas
stations. It was to remain
inplaceas longasChristie
deemed a need for it,
which he said he hoped
would be no more than a
few days.

Meanwhile, long lines
again appeared Sunday at
gas stations in northern
and central New Jersey,
and drivers seemed to be
coping with the rationing.

Drivers with license
plateswhere the lastnum-
ber is an evennumber can
buy gas on even-num-
bered days, and those
with plates where the last
number is an odd number
on odd-numbered days.
Driverswithvanityplates
that have no numbers can
buy gas on odd-numbered
days.

The further south mo-
torists were able to drive,
theeasier itwastogetgas.
At a Lukoil station in
Lakewood, there were no
lines early Sunday after-

noon, although station
manager Syed Uddin
said customers were
waiting 30-40 minutes in
the morning.

Some customers
were even defying New
Jersey’s law against
pumping your own gas,
although Uddin said he
was not granting per-
mission to do so. “Peo-
ple, they don’t listen,” he
said.

Lew Thompson of
Toms River was pump-
ing his own gas into two
plastic canisters so he
could power his genera-
tor.

“Makes it a little
quicker,” Thompson
said of self-service.
“Like the governor said,
sometimes you’ve got to
cut throughthebureauc-
racy and get it done.”

Lakewood is at the
northern end of Ocean
County,whichmeantgas
rationing was not in ef-
fect as it was in Mon-
mouthCounty, just a few
miles away. Many driv-
ers were heading south
to avoid the restrictions.

“The hysteria up
there is not worth it,”
said Bob Rooney of Red
Bank.

The restoration of
some everyday activ-
ities in the state promis-
ed to begin today. About
half of the state’s school
districts reported they
will reopen, New Jersey
Transit said it would
have more train and bus
service restored in time
for the workweek to
start, and Philadelphia’s
transit authority loaned
31 buses that New Jer-
sey Transit planned to
use to support shuttle
service for commuters
traveling to New York
City.

Christie also said he’s
hopeful that the PATH
service will reopen by
the end of the week.

NY Waterway
planned to operate nor-
mal ferry and bus ser-
vice, including service
from the Hoboken Rail/
FerryTerminal, starting
at 6 a.m. Monday. There
was to be no service
from Jersey City’s Port
Liberte terminal, which
was damaged severely.

Christie also said
Election Day will go on
as planned Tuesday.

“We will have a full,
fair and transparent
open voting process,” he
said.

N.J. residents deal with gas rules
Rationing takes
effect 6 days
after superstorm

New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie speaks during a press
conference on Washington Street in Hoboken, N.J.,
Sunday. JOHNMINCHILLO/AP

“A week ago today, we were
preparing for the storm to come
tomorrow, and now, we’re returning
to a new normal.”
NEW JERSEY GOV. CHRIS CHRISTIE

By Ben Nuckols
Associated Press
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Sandy reframes
presidential race

It took a storm of such
major proportions that it
caused damage along the
Eastern Seaboard of the
U.S. never previously
conceived. The storm
supported the Democrat-
ic belief that the world is
undergoing major cli-
mate change.

With days until our na-
tionalelections, it brought
to a halt the daily on-
slaughts of our two candi-
dates, Gov. Mitt Romney
and President Barack
Obama.Their reactions to
the event are significant!
Gov. Romney said a disas-
ter such as this falls to the
financial obligation of the
individual statesaffected.
In other words, “good
luck!” President Obama
said, “The storm is a na-
tional disaster and the
federal government will
play amajor financial and
physical role in its correc-
tion.”

Gov. Chris Christie of
New Jersey, a keynote
speaker at theRepublican
National Convention, per-
haps the worst impacted
state, said in effect, the
president has called three
times and his support is
just what we need at this
time! The country is lis-
tening. This little tale un-
derlines the choices on
Tuesday.

Bernard London
WHITE PLAINS

Gun control queries
produce ‘blather’

No matter who wins
the election, we are
doomed, as these two can-
didates don’t even under-
stand what a debate is
supposed to be.

President Obama took
the question about auto-
matic weapons and
dodged it, first stating, “I
believe in the 2ndAmend-
ment” — a pure sop to the
NRA, and then rambling
on about the need to en-
force current laws, bring-
ing in the Aurora shoot-
ing, which had nothing to
do with the question, then
furtherramblingonabout
improvingeducation, as if
this had something to do
withweapons availability.

Romney, smiling,
talked about what he did
“in my state,” never men-
tioned which one it is, and
“bringing sides together
for compromise,” but
again, never divulged
what the result was.

So neither one an-
swered the question —
should automatic weap-
ons sales be banned? All
we got was a bunch of po-
litical blather. Calling
these “shows” a debate is
a disgrace!

Leonard Douglas
CORTLANDT

Romney statements
often contradictory

Months ago, Mitt Rom-
neysaidhesupportsaper-
sonhood amendment (de-
claring a fertilized egg a
human being with legal
rights). He also said that
as president he would see
Roe v. Wade overturned.
Now he says he supports
abortion to save a wom-
an’s life or for rape and in-
cest. Before and after his
nomination, he criticized
PresidentObamaasanap-
peaser of our enemies,
and he rattled his saber at
IranandRussia.But in the
last debate, he said war
should be only a last re-
sort, and he closed with a
plea for world peace.

Incontrast, beforerun-
ning for president, Sen.
Obama voted against au-
thorizing President
GeorgeW. Bush to invade
Iraq. He then followed
through as president by
withdrawing our troops.
He has consistently sup-
ported Roe v. Wade, that
abortion is a woman’s pri-
vatedecisionandgeneral-
ly not the government’s
concern.

To decide who to vote
for, what a candidate be-
lieves about women’s
rights and pre-emptive
war should be important
criteria. During his politi-

cal career, Obama’s legis-
lative and executive deci-
sions have been consis-
tent with his statements
on the issues.However, as
candidate for governor of
Massachusetts and now
for president, Romney’s
statements have been in-
consistent and contradic-
tory. What does he really
believe? Which beliefs
would affect his decisions
as president?

Of the two candidates,
the public record shows
thatObamais theonewith
the character and integri-
ty that the presidency re-
quires.

Patrick Munroe
SLEEPY HOLLOW

Romney can lead
U.S. to greatness

The last timeNewYork
voted for a Republican
president was 1984, for
Ronald Reagan. It makes
perfect sense for it to hap-
pen again in 2012.

During the first de-
bate, Mitt Romney dem-
onstrated his ability to
grasp, understand and
provide concrete solu-
tions forourcountry’s sig-
nificant problems. The
president listened intent-
ly for a change instead of
speaking. In almost four
years, no one has directly
contradicted him or his
policies in person. He
looked like the student
while Romney dazzled
him with facts, figures
and ideas to correct the
course of the nation.

For almost threeyears,
President Obama blamed
George W. Bush for the
nation’s problems, spent
over $700 billion on a
failed stimulus plan, add-
ed $5 trillion to our na-
tion’s debt, invested our
tax dollars in failed com-
panies, rarely satwithRe-
publicans to negotiate
real solutions, nixed an oil
pipeline project that
would have created jobs,
played rounds of golf,
traveledtocountlesscam-
paign appearances/fund-
raisers,watchedhelpless-
ly while the Mideast
burned (and an ambassa-
dor was murdered for the
first time since 1979),
snubbed Israel countless
times, appeared numer-
ous times on late-nightTV
or morning shows, and
failed to lead effectively.
He lacked leadership ex-
perience when elected
andwe have nomore time
for on-the-job training.

Let’s elect Mitt Rom-
ney to put our country on
the right course, restore
oureconomyforallAmer-
icans,andre-establishour
superiority abroad. We
are an exceptional coun-
try and Mitt Romney has
the leadership qualities
and experience to lead us
to greatness, once again.

David Stern
MONTEBELLO

This election, it’s
about the economy

Re “GOP is indeed
waging ‘war on women,’”
Oct. 25 Community View:

WhenIopenedarecent
paperandsawtheOpinion
section what do I see? A
half-page Community
View about the GOP’s
“war on women” when it
comes to women’s repro-
ductive rights. There was
also a side note from The
Journal News stating how
abortion rights have been
at the center of the 2012
election. My question is,
what election are you
guys following? I consid-
er myself a fairly knowl-
edgeable person when it
comes to politics and cur-
rent events. I can’t re-
member the last time
abortion rightswere front
and center in this cam-
paign. I won’t say it’s a
nonissue, but it’s not the
central issue. It’s the
economy, stupid! Or lack
thereof under President
Obama’s tenure. There
are other issues as well,
i.e. jobs, and foreign poli-
cy. I hope The Journal
News isprepared togivea
pro-life advocate all that
space to make their case.
Somehow I doubt it.

I think that the left-
leaning Journal News
sees the election slipping
away from the president
and is trying to incite his
base to action. I don’t un-
derstand why, though.
The only way New York
and our liberal partners
ontheWestCoast,Califor-
nia, would go for Romney
is if the president sudden-
ly dropped out of the race.
Even then,Romneywould
have a tough time. Let’s
thank God for the rest of
the country and hope that
theybail us out frommak-
ing the samemistake that
was made four years ago.

Robert Caiati
STONY POINT

Falk is obvious
choice in 94th AD

Re“Falkastepupfrom
Katz,” Oct. 30 editorial:

Thank you for your
above editorial which
made it clear that Assem-
blymanSteveKatz isnot a
supporter of women’s
rights. It was disturbing
to me his attack of An-
drew Falk (his position on
Assembly Speaker Shel-
don Silver) when Katz
himself has his own skele-
tons in the closet (a hefty
sexual harassment settle-
ment). In addition, Katz’s
opposition toPlannedPar-
enthood funding and to
the New York State Fair
Pay Act make Andrew
Falk anobvious choice for
me and hopefully for all
women and men in the
94th Assembly District
who care about women’s
issues.

Myrna Stoiber
YORKTOWN

Elect Buchwald in
Assembly District 93

I firstmetDavidBuch-
wald in February when I
was chair of the Harrison
Democratic Committee.
He had calledme because
he wanted to come to a
committee meeting to
seek our support. I only
spokewith hima fewmin-
utes before inviting him
to a meeting. At my re-
quest, he sentmeanemail
with his résumé attached.
I read it and was im-
pressed. He had an excel-
lent academic and private
sector record and was
servingproactivelyonthe
White PlainsCityCouncil.
When David addressed
us, making his pitch for
support, hewasclear, con-
cise, organized and direct
in his remarks. He had
specific issues that mat-
tered to him and a firm
commitment to working
for the people he would
serve. After hearingwhat
he had to say, my impres-
sion was that this young
man has what it takes to
represent us in the As-
sembly or anywhere else.
To me, a first impression
tends to become a lasting
impression.

Too often, candidates
send out media pieces or
issue press releases that
are just so much blather.
David Buchwald has
made his plan for serving
the district very clear.
Whether it is fiscally
soundbudgeting,working
to create jobs, or address-
ing the profound social is-
sues we face, David ex-
hibits the skills, temper-
ament, and sound judg-
ment currently lacking in
our current representa-
tion in Albany. I enthusi-
astically support David
Buchwald for Assembly
District 93.

Joe Derwin
HARRISON

THE WRITER IS FORMER CHAIR
OF THE HARRISON DEMOCRATIC

COMMITTEE.

Latimer votes
for what is right

We’ve been bombard-
ed by Bob Cohen’s cam-
paign with numerous fli-
ersattackingGeorgeLati-
mer. Tremendous money
is behind Cohen. They’re
attempting to buy power,
and they’ll do anything to
get their candidate elect-
ed, even though Cohen,
with no experience,wants
to be New York senator.

Latimer has proven his
worth. He’s unique. He
votes for what is right for
those he represents. He
voted against the tax cap,
because“thatwouldmean
less cops on the streets
and less firefighters in
New Rochelle.” He failed
to vote on Tier 6 pension
reformplan, because “the
measure would not have
resulted inany immediate
tax relief, and would take

10 to 12 years before it
made a dent in the tax
bill.” Voting “yes” would
have been the easy way,
but not for George. He
votes for what he consid-
ers best for his constitu-
ents. He’s not afraid to go
it alone.

Latimer’s reputation is
clean. The New York Dai-
lyNew showsCohen has a
reputation problem. Co-
hen owns 29 buildings
with 500 rentals in New
YorkCity, andwas sued at
least five times by the
city. Tenants complain of
roaches, rats, gambling,
drugs, etc. It’s unfair that
someone as clean as Lati-
mer is attacked with end-
less fliers, robo-calls and
TV ads. A qualified candi-
date like Latimer is being
attacked by big money.
Don’t let mudslinging

win. George is tried and
true, unlike his opponent,
Bob Cohen, who is com-
pletely inexperienced.
Vote George Latimer to
represent state Senate
District 37 on Tuesday.

Bea Conetta
PORT CHESTER

Make it Zuckerman
for County Court

I am an attorneywith a
law firm in Manhattan
and I live in the Town of
New Castle with my wife
and our three little kids.
As part of my practice, I
appear regularly in New
Castle Town Court, so I
have had the opportunity
to observe Hon. David
Zuckerman on the bench
on many occasions. As a
resident of his jurisdic-
tion and an attorney in his
courtroom, I can say with
great confidence that he
is an excellent choice for
Judge in Westchester
County Court.

A veteran of the Bronx
D.A.’s Office from the
“Bonfire of the Vanities”
days, Judge Zuckerman
also is in private practice
in New York. Despite the
commitments of his prac-
tice, Judge Zuckerman
devotes tremendous time
and energy to his job as
Town Court judge. He re-
searches both civil and
criminal matters with
scholarly intensity, then
dispenses justice in plain
terms.He is scrupulous in
his ethics, fair in his han-
dling of civil matters, and
firm with the local scoff-
laws who make the mis-
guided decision to break
the law in his jurisdiction.

I have a unique per-
spective as both a resi-
dent and an attorney who
has appeared before
Judge Zuckerman many
times. As a resident, I am
grateful for his service
and dedication. As an at-
torney, Ihave tremendous
respect for his judicial
ability. I strongly support
his bid to become a Coun-
ty Court judge. I recom-
mendthatyoudothesame
on Election Day.

Michael McGuire
NEW CASTLE

Letters

President Barack Obama, left, embraces Donna Vanzant,
right, during a tour Wednesday of a Brigantine, N.J.,
neighborhood impacted by Superstorm Sandy.
AP PHOTO/PABLOMARTINEZ MONSIVAIS

Republican presidential candidate and former
Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney receives bags of food as
he participates in Tuesday’s Ohio campaign event. He was
collecting supplies for victims of Superstorm Sandy.
AP PHOTO/CHARLES DHARAPAK

Homes along River Street in Stony Point, seen on
Thursday, were heavily damaged by Superstorm Sandy.
RICKY FLORES/THE JOURNAL NEWS
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