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Today:Winds, rain
HIGH: 60 LOW: 51
Tomorrow:Windy
HIGH: 61 LOW: 46

SPORTS » 1C

Giants win thriller in Dallas
after Jets fall to Dolphins
The Jets struggle in a 30-9 loss to the
Dolphins. Miami raced to a 20-0 lead, and
New York could not recover. The Giants were
ahead 23-0, gave up the lead and then came
back to win 29-24 against Cowboys.

OPINION » 13A

Eye on election
The Journal News argues
Assemblywoman Ellen
Jaffee’s hands-on work earns
her our endorsement for
Assembly District 97.

Election coverage
As voters in Westchester, Rockland and
Putnam counties go to the polls
Election Day, Nov. 6, LoHud.com has
the information voters need to make
informed decisions at
LoHud.com/elections.

The Editorial Board held endorsement
interviews with candidates in key
contests. Voters may watch online at
www.lohud.com/editorialspotlight.

WP X

As more than 1,000 National Guard
troops prepared to report for duty and
utility companies called in reinforce-
ments, the Lower Hudson Valley braced
for Hurricane Sandy to pay its most un-
welcome visit.

Residents scrambled Sunday to clean
out gutters, stock up on sandbags and, in
low-lying areas, prepare for evacua-
tions. School districts canceled classes,
public transportation serviceswere sus-
pended and government officials urged
residents to stay home, if possible, and
restrict travel.

The Metropolitan Transportation Au-
thority started shutting down the sub-
way, buses and commuter railroads by 7
p.m.Sundaytoprotectriders,employees
and equipment from the approaching
megastorm.

Up to1,175members of the NewYork

HURRICANE SANDY APPROACHES

TROOPS READY TO ROLL
AS RESIDENTS SCRAMBLE

Matt Phillips blocked the driveway Sunday in front of the home of his in-laws, Marsella and Luisa Ascenzino, on Washington Street in
Mamaroneck. Phillips said previous storms have flooded the home with as much as 8 feet of water. SETH HARRISON/THE JOURNAL NEWS

Power outages,
flooding feared
By Cara Matthews, Alex Weisler
and Alex Taylor
clmatthe@lohud.com

Dave Fletcher of North Cape May, N.J.,
loads a ladder onto a truck after boarding
up a home Saturday. GETTY IMAGES

See STORM, Page 5A

MORE COVERAGE INSIDE
■ Where to find help, 6A

■ Surge of 6 to 11 feet expected, 6A

■ East Coast braces for pounding from
superstorm, 7A

■ New York City orders evacuation in
low-lying areas, 7A

■ State mobilizes for Sandy, 7A

A former Tarrytown man, who is em-
broiled inaninternationalcloak-and-dag-
ger conspiracy alleged to have been
hatched by his FBI-agent pal, is actually
just a shoe salesman who was trying to
drum up business for his startup energy
company, his lawyer told The Journal
News.

Attorney Daniel Calabro said Johan-
nes Thaler, 49, of New Fairfield, Conn.,
was an “innocent bystander” who got
caught up in a federal case that accuses

childhood friend Robert
Lustyik of SleepyHollow, a
50-year-old former FBI
“spy hunter,” of seeking
hefty payoffs from a con-
troversial defense contrac-
tor in exchange for trying
to thwart a fraud probe tar-
geting the contractor.

Calabro conceded that
Thaler did have business dealings with
contractorMichael Taylor. But it was not
part of an illegal multimillion dollar
scheme, the lawyer said. Rather, he said,
Thaler sought help in landing legitimate

overseas deals to kick-
start Blue Meadow Ener-
gy, his fledgling Tarry-
town-based wind power
company.

“My client is a shoe
salesman at Macy’s,” Ca-
labro said . “If he was
making all of this money
that they’re alleging, he

wouldn’t be a shoe salesman at Macy’s.
Where is the money? They know he
doesn’t have the money and the judge

Defense: Feds wrong about salesman
By Jorge Fitz-Gibbon
jfitzgib@lohud.com

Johannes
Thaler

See DEFENSE, Page 5A

Robert
Lustyik

A federal judge has questioned the
credibility of the Putnam County Sher-
iff’s investigator who administered the
lie-detector test that prompted Jeffrey
Deskovic to falsely confess to the 1989
rape and murder of a 15-year-old Peeks-
kill High School classmate.

U.S. District Judge Kenneth Karas

Ruling benefits
Deskovic civil suit
By Jonathan Bandler
jbandler@lohud.com

See RULING, Page 5A

NATION » 10A

Recession hit everyone, yet divisions
remain on presidential candidates
Across the country, Associated Press reporters asked people to
talk about their livelihoods before and after the recession and
how those experiences have shaped their politics today.

You might be racing around stocking up on
water, canned foods and toiletries, but in the
event of a power outage or if you have to evac-
uate, batteries— and battery-operated devices
— are a critical component of any hurricane
emergency kit. The American Red Cross advises
people to have battery-powered radios and
flashlights. It is also advised to fully charge your
cellphone and be sure you have an extra cell-
phone battery, a cellphone car charger or bat-

tery-powered cellphone chargers. And don’t
forget:

» Spare batteries.
» A week’s supply of nonperishable food

and water (one gallon per person per day).
» Two coolers, one for food, the other for

ice.
» Amanual can opener and eating utensils.

Be prepared for days without power

See OUTAGE, Page 6A

Stay up to date
»Find live storm coverage
around the clock

»Emergency resources
»Video reports
»Share your stories

Free, unlimited
storm coverage on
LoHud.com and
every mobile platform.
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Army and Air National
Guard are being mobili-
zed to respond to the hur-
ricane,withtroopsreport-
ing to duty Sunday, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo an-
nounced. The state is pre-
paring for the worst and
hoping for the best, he
said Sunday.

“Get indoors. Prepare
your homes,” he said.
“This is nothing to play
with.Don’t take it lightly.”

CuomoannouncedSun-
day night that President
Barack Obama granted
his request for a federal
emergency declaration
for the state, enabling the
federal government to
provideassistance toNew
York state and local gov-
ernments.

Westchester County
Executive Rob Astorino
announced Sunday eve-
ning that the Bronx River
Parkway would be closed
at 6 a.m. today, and Bee-
Line and ParaTransit bus
servicewouldbesuspend-
ed as of 9 p.m. Sunday.
County parks will be
closed today and Tuesday,
adecisionthatalsoaffects
the Westchester County
CenterinWhitePlainsand
theIceCasinoatRyePlay-
land.

TheWestchesterCoun-
ty Airport will remain
open, but “virtually all
flights”havealreadybeen
suspended, the county ex-
ecutive said. County of-
fice buildings will remain
open today but will likely
be “very lightly staffed.”

Astorino said 2,000
sandbags were distrib-
uted along the Sound
shore, along with 1,000 in
Cortlandt and 3,000 in
Yonkers.

“This is a very power-
ful storm that is coming,
andIurgeresidents touse
common sense, to take
precautions, to not go out
tomorrow or Tuesday as
the storm progresses,” he
said.

There were no manda-
tory evacuations as of
Sunday evening. The Vil-
lage of Mamaroneck
askedresidentsof theOri-
enta and Shore Acres
neighborhoods to evacu-
ate voluntarily by 9 a.m.
today.

Rockland officials are
asking residents to volun-
tarily evacuate the Bar
Mar, Grassy Point and
Beach Road neighbor-
hoods in Stony Point.

The Town of Haver-
straw police and Thiells
Fire Department on Sun-
day said residents in
flood-prone and low-lying
areas should begin volun-
tary evacuations. In Pier-
mont, residentshavebeen
asked to leave low-lying
areas, including Paradise
Avenue,LadikStreet, Lib-
erty Street, Ohio Street
andMichigan Street.

Rockland County Ex-
ecutive C. Scott Vander-
hoef onSundaydeclareda
stateofemergency, allow-
ing the county to order
people to stay off the
roads during the storm,
among other powers.

The county will open
its Emergency Opera-
tions Center in Pomona at
6 a.m. today and is also to
open its emergency shel-
teratRocklandCommuni-
ty College, 145 College
Road in Ramapo.

Rockland’s public
schools all canceled class-
es today and will decide
today about Tuesday.
Many other schools

across the region will be
closed today.

PutnamCounty Execu-
tive MaryEllen Odell said
she askedNewYork State
Electric & Gas, and the
utility company has
agreed, to communicate
closely with county offi-
cials and work in tandem
with thePutnamHighway
Department to the extent
possible.

Putnam’s public trans-
portation systemwill stop
as of 2 p.m. today, Odell
said. She had not called a
state of emergency in the
county as of Sunday eve-
ning. The county’s emer-
gency operations center
will be staffed from7a.m.
on, she said.

As of Sunday evening,
senior centers throughout
thecountyhadbeendesig-
nated as “comfort sta-
tions.” They could be con-
verted to shelters, de-
pending on what Sandy
brings.

In Rockland County,
residents were battening
down the hatches as they
braced for the impact of
the storm. Municipal
workers in Ramapo filled
hundreds of sandbags
Sunday morning at the
town’shighway facility on
Pioneer Avenue. Long
lines quickly formed as
residents stockpiledmore
than 2,000 sandbags be-
fore noon.

“Like theysaid, this isa
‘Frankenstorm,’ ” said To-
ny Nuccitelli, 65, as he
hefted an 80-pound sand-
bag into the trunk of his
Mercedes ML350. “I’m
not taking any chances.”

InWestchesterCounty,
Dorothea Muccigrosso
was at Mamaroneck High
SchoolonSundaytowatch
her grandson’s soccer

game. The resident of a
Bronxville co-op said
she’s prepared for the
storm, but she worries
about her children inNew
Rochelle.

They’ve begun to clear
their gutters, remove
leaves and break off loose
branches, Muccigrosso
said — all in an effort to
avoid the flooding and de-
bris they suffered during
Tropical Storm Irene and
other recent storms.

Tom Kines, senior me-
teorologist with Accu-
Weather, said Sandy
would probably come
ashore on the southern
coast of New Jersey early
tonight and move inland
from there.

Northerly winds likely
will average 20 to 40mph,
withwind gusts as high as
50 mph, he said. The re-
gion will be hit with 2-4
inchesofrain,possibly5-6
inches in some areas.

There are many fallen
leaves on the ground at
this time of year, and they
tend to block up drainage
areas and cause flooding,
he said.

Orange and Rockland
Utilities Inc. will have
dozens of tree and line
crews working to restore
electricity after Sandy
slams into the area.
Spokesman Mike Dono-
van said the utility had
mobilized its entire work-
force — some 1,000 em-
ployees—toworkaround-
the-clock shifts until the
storm clears.

Donovan said he ex-
pected widespread dam-
age to the grid and that
some customers could be
without electricity for
seven to10 days.

“As far as we can tell,
it’sgoingtobeassevereas
Irene — or worse,” Dono-
van said of the 2011 tropi-
calstormthatknockedout

power to 120,000 custom-
ers.

Yonkers Mayor Mike
Spano on Friday declared
a state of emergency for
the city. In a statement
Sunday, he said the city’s
Department of Public
Works had provided sand
and sandbags for resi-
dents in flood-prone areas
and the city was prepar-
ing two emergency shel-
ters for residents.

Yorktown Supervisor
Michael Grace declared
state of emergency as of 6
p.m. Sunday, restricting
unnecessary travel.

Mike McQuade, 61,
wholivesonJeffreyCourt
near the Lake DeForest
reservoir in West Nyack,
spent theweekend scram-
bling to prepare for flood-
ing.

Jessica Blakeman of the
Albany Bureau contrib-
uted to this report.

STORM: Troops, utilities, homeowners batten down hatches
Continued from Page 1A

A customer looks over nearly empty bread shelves at the Walmart in White Plains. Most
retailers were out of most essentials Sunday. MATTHEW BROWN/THE JOURNAL NEWS

knew that.”
Lustyik’s attorney,

Raymond Mansolillo, said
federal prosecutors were
“overreaching”whenthey
got a grand jury to indict
Lustyik, Thaler and Tay-
lor, aSpecialForcesveter-
anbeing investigatedover
a $54 million U.S. defense
contract in Afghanistan.
Mansolillo said investiga-
tors from the Department
ofJustice’sInspectorGen-
eral’s Office, who were
conducting the Taylor
probe,simplygoofedafter
stumbling onto Lustyik’s
efforts torecruitTayloras
a source.

“Theywere actually in-
vestigating the contract
portion of Mike Taylor,
and they came across this
information that they had
no idea that theywereget-
ting into the middle of a
spy operation,”Mansolillo
said.“Theymistookitfora
nefarious business rela-
tionship and they never
told the FBI.

“Now that they got
their heels dug in they
don’t want to admit that
they made a huge mis-
take,” he said.

According to the 11-
count indictment handed
up Oct. 18 in U.S. District
Court in Salt Lake City,
Taylor offered Lustyik a
cut of several contracts
and $200,000 to derail the
fraud investigation into
Taylor’s company, Ameri-
canInternationalSecurity
Corp. Lustyik allegedly
sought themoney to cover
medical bills for his 11-
year-old daughter.

Lustyik, a 1980 gradu-
ate of SleepyHollowHigh
School and star athlete
during those years, comes
from a well-known family
in Tarrytown, where his
father was a village trus-
tee fornearly20yearsand
his brother is a retired po-
lice officer.

“He(Lustyik)allegedly
acted through a childhood
friend (Thaler) to secure
promisesof cash, purport-
ed medical expenses and
business proceeds in ex-
change for abusing his po-
sitionasanFBIagent,”As-
sistant U.S. AttorneyGen-
eral Lanny Breuer said in
a statement.

Prosecutors disclosed
months of text messages
and emails between the
defendants, and said they

often communicated by
using a “dead drop” email
account, which they could
all access to leave unsent
draft s for the others to
see. The three could then
delete the messages after
reading them, making it
difficult for their commu-
nications to be traced,
prosecutors said.

Thaler, a press opera-
tor at The Journal News
from1987 to 2003, was ar-
raigned on the indictment
last week. Lustyik and
Taylor, who have been
chargedinacriminalcom-
plaint, are to be arraigned
Tuesday inUtah.

All three are charged
with conspiracy, wire
fraud and obstruction.

The indictment
charges that Lustyik,
“while serving as an FBI
agent, corruptly took, pur-
ported to take, and agreed
to take a series of official
actions intended to influ-
ence, impair, impede the
Utah investigation of Tay-
lor.” Lustyik’s actions to
impedetheprobeincluded
“opening Taylor as an FBI
humansource,” the indict-
ment alleges, while also
“seeking to interview po-
tential witnesses and tar-

gets in theUtah investiga-
tion, and using his official
authority and position to
contact the federal lawen-
forcement agents and fed-
eralprosecutors inUtahto
dissuade them from
charging Taylor.”

In one Oct. 25, 2011,
email, prosecutors said
Lustyik told Thaler “tay-
lor is looking for a way to
takecareofmesoIsaidun
I r working together on
theseandhesaidhewillbe
sending money ur way.”
Later, Lustyik emailed
again,sayingTaylor“has2
contracts they r about to
sign. I thinkhemightwant
to give us 200 gs.”

OnSept. 9, as investiga-
torsmoved inon the three,
Lustyik emailed Thaler
that “MT mightve gotten
me jammed up n sent to
jail so he better come
thru.” On Sept. 18, Lustyik
emailed again, telling
Thaler“I justgotsuspend-
edandmaybearrested to-
day based onhelping capt.
Let him know asap!!!”
Lustyik then officially re-
tiredfromtheFBIafter24
yearswith the agency.

Calabro, Thaler’s attor-
ney, maintains it’s all
smoke andmirrors.

“Obviously they’re put-
ting their own spin on
this,” he said. “If you have
read the indictment you’ll
get a clear picture and see
how the feds are trying to
piecealotofstufftogether
that doesn’t even really go
together. You look at the
conversations, you’ll see
they’ll put an email or a
text fromApril and then a
response that comes a
month or two later and try
tomake it a complete con-
versation.”

Mansolillo, Lustyik’s
attorney, said one ex-
change cited by prosecu-
tors has Lustyik emailing
Thaler and telling him to
thank Taylor, presumably
forapromisedpayoff.But
Mansolillosaid theformer
federal agent was thank-
ingTaylorbecausehe took
Thaler on a climb up a
mountain in Lebanon,
wherethey litacandleand
said a prayer for Lustyik’s
young daughter, who re-
quired surgery for an un-
disclosed ailment.

“These were not wire-
taps,” Mansolillo said. “A
wiretap, you can hear how
people talk, you can hear
what the context of the
conversation is about. You

canhear theirnamesmen-
tioned, you can seewheth-
er they’re laughing or jok-
ing. Well, with what they
did, there was wild specu-
lationandtheyjusttriedto
form it to fit their theory.”

The case, he main-
tained, is more about the
blunders of two federal
agencies — the FBI and
theOfficeof the Inspector
General, or OIG — than it
isaboutarogueFBIagent.

“Mr. Lustyik’s job, Mr.
Lustyik works on the
counterintelligence side
oftheFBI.He’saspyhunt-
er,” Mansolillo said. “He
tries to figure out and find
out and recruit spies that
are going to be harmful to
the United State’s inter-
ests. Mr. Taylor had some
national security informa-
tion and he was working
with several agencies, not
just theFBI.Hewaswork-
ing him as a source.

“When OIG jumped
into this without contact-
ingFBI, they started from
a contract, investigating
contract fraud from Mr.
Taylor, which was com-
pletely separate from
what Mr. Lustyik and Mr.
Taylor were doing,” the
lawyer said.

DEFENSE: Shoe salesman innocent bystander in feds’ case
Continued from Page 1A

last month refused to dis-
miss the county and the re-
tired investigator, Daniel
Stephens, from Deskovic’s
civil rights lawsuit, ruling
that a jury should decide
whether a key statement
attributed to Deskovic was
fabricated by Stephens.

Deskovic was just 17
years old when he was con-
victed in the November
1989 slaying of Angela Cor-
rea, whose body was dis-
covered in the woods be-
hind the Hillcrest Elemen-
tary School. He served
nearly 16 years in prison
before his release in Sep-
tember 2006 after new fo-
rensic testing matched
DNAfoundonCorreato the
real killer, StevenCunning-
ham, who pleaded guilty to
the crime in 2007.

Deskovic claims he was
the victim of malicious
prosecution involving in-
vestigatorsfabricatingevi-
dence against him because

they wanted an arrest and
conviction.

He was arrested by
Peekskill detectives on the
night of Jan. 25, 1989, after
giving a statement follow-
ing hours of interrogation
— first during Stephens’
polygraph examination
and then by the detectives.

Stephens and the lead
detective, Thomas McIn-
tyre, claimed that Deskov-
ic told Stephens “I don’t
know if he (the murderer)
ejaculated.” Deskovic has
denied making the state-
ment.

The statement was part
of Stephens’ typewritten
report that he turned over
to Westchester Assistant
District Attorney George
Bolen seven weeks later, in
March 1990. That was two
weeks after DNA test re-
sults revealed that semen
discovered on Correa was
not Deskovic’s.

“The timing of the DNA
results and the disclosure
of the notes is relevant, be-

cause it suggests a motive
for fabricating the ejacula-
tion statement,” Karas
wrote.

Bolen relied heavily on
the statement in his open-
ing and closing arguments
at the trial to explain how
Deskovic could have raped
Correa without leaving a
DNA trace— and to justify
theprosecution’s theoryof-
fered by the deputy county
medical examiner, Dr. Lou-
isRoh, thatCorreahadcon-
sensual sex with someone
else before she was at-
tacked.

Karasraisedotherques-
tions about the Stephens’
notes and report, finding
that the notes given to Bo-
lenwereout of order, failed
to properly sequence state-
ments and lacked the de-
tails Stephens provided in
similar reports in other
cases.

“The inconsistencies as
to when the handwritten
noteswerebasedwerepre-
pared, the circumstances

in which the typed notes
were produced and, most
notably, the state of the
typed notes all raise ques-
tions about the credibility
of the typed notes,” Karas
wrote in his decision.

The judge ruled that
summary judgment dis-
missing Deskovic’s claims
would be inappropriate be-
cause a “genuine issue of
material fact exists.”

“The Court does not de-
termine whether McIn-
tyre’s testimony or Ste-
phens’ notes are credible;
instead, itmerelyfinds that
they are not overwhelming
and incontrovertible evi-
dence that Deskovic made
the ejaculation statement.”

James Randazzo, a law-
yer for Stephens and Put-
nam County, declined to
comment.

Deskovic’s lawyer, Nick
Brustin, said his client was
pleased byKaras’ ruling.

“Mr. Deskovic has been
waiting a long time for his
day in court to prove his

claims of misconduct,”
Brustin said. “This deci-
sion gives him that oppor-
tunity.”

Although the results of
lie-detector tests are inad-
missible in court because
of their unreliability, the
tests remain a law enforce-
ment tool. But of the two
commonly used testing
methods, Stephens opted
for the one that was known
to have a high error rate,
said an expert hired by
Deskovic’s lawyers.

Stephens went on to
headtheSheriff’sOffice in-
vestigations bureau for a
decade before retiring in
2000. Hewas elected a Put-
nam County coroner in
2004 and is running unop-
posed for a third term in
nextmonth’s election.

Stephens had a reputa-
tion for getting suspects to
confess, andhegrilledDes-
kovic for hours as the teen-
ager was strapped to the
polygraphmachine.

Deskovic claims the in-

vestigator yelled at him,
called him a murderer and
ignored his claims of inno-
cence.

After indicating that
Deskovic failed the test,
Stephens told the teenager:
“You just told me within
yourself, through the poly-
graph results, that you
committed (the murder).
Allwewantyou todo isver-
balize it.”

McIntyre then interro-
gated Deskovic, who
claimed the detective
threatened him and prom-
ised leniency if he would
confess.

Karas found that a rea-
sonable jury could con-
clude that Deskovic’s con-
fession was coerced.

Karas still must rule on
the motion for summary
judgment by the other de-
fendants remaining in the
lawsuit—theCityofPeeks-
kill, Police Chief Eugene
Tumolo, McIntyre and an-
other retired Peekskill de-
tective, David Levine.

RULING: Judge keeps Putnam, official in Deskovic civil suit
Continued from Page 1A
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» Pet care items: leash,
muzzle, cage, food andwater,
proper identification and
medications.

» List of local emergency
numbers and other important
numbers.

» Personal items: medi-
cines, blankets, sleeping bags,
extra clothing, books, games,
playing cards, a toothbrush,
toothpaste, hand sanitizer
and other toiletries.

» A first-aid kit.
» Extra cash and credit

cards (banks and ATMs may
not be available for extended
periods).

» Keep important docu-
ments (birth certificates,mort-
gage documents, insurance
papers, medical records, bank

account numbers, etc.) in a
waterproof container or wa-
tertight resealable plastic bag,
or, if possible, save them to a
CD or keep them on a flash
drive.

» A set of tools.
» Fill upgas tanks for all ve-

hicles.

Numbers you need

» Consolidated Edison:
Customers can call 800-
75CONED, or 800-752-6633, or
log on at www.coned.com to
reportoutagesorgetupdates.

» NewYork State Electric &
Gas: Customers can call 800-
572-1131or log on at www.ny-
seg.com to report outages or
to check for service updates.

» Central Hudson Energy
Group:Customers can call 800-

527-2714 toll free or 845-452-
2700 to report outages or for
service updates. Customers
can also log on at www.cen-
tralhudson.com and click on
the Storm Central link for up-
dates and to view an outage
map.

» Orange and Rockland:
Call Orange and Rockland
Utilities at 877-434-4100 to re-
port a power outage or a
downed wire. Those with In-
ternet access can check on re-
pair updates onO&R’swebsite
at www.oru.com. If you think
you smell natural gas, call
O&R’s Gas Emergency Hotline
at 800-533-5325.

» Verizon: Customers can
call 800-VERIZON, or 800-837-
4066, or log on at
www.verizon.com/support for
assistance and information.

» Verizon Wireless: Wire-
less customers can dial *611, or
call 800-922-0204 for updates
or to report service problems.
Customers can also log in at
www.verizon.com/support for
information and assistance.

»Westchester and Putnam
residents can call 211 for non-
emergency information.

Power planning

If power goes out, nearly
all of yourappliances andnon-
battery-operated devices will
be useless. Some guidance
from utility companies:

» Consolidated Edison: If
your power goes out, turn off
all lights and appliances to
prevent overloaded circuits
whenpower is restored. Avoid
opening your freezer to see if

food is still frozen. Every time
you open the door, room-tem-
perature air enters and speeds
the thawing process. Most
fully loaded freezers will keep
food frozen for 36 to 48hours;
half-full freezers will keep
food frozen for 24 hours.

» Verizon: Residential
phone lines should continue
to operate because they run
on their own power supply,
said John Bonomo, a Verizon
spokesman. However, cordless
phones will not function so be
sure to have a corded phone
that plugs directly into a wall
jack. Answeringmachines also
will not function, so consider
using your telephone compa-
ny’s voice mail service.

Verizon’s FIOS home
phone service has in-house
batteries that provide custom-

ers with up to eight hours of
talk time, Bonomo said. Inter-
net service would not work.
Verizon Wireless cellphones
will work because the compa-
ny has backup batteries and
generators for its switches and
cell tower sites, said Howard
Waterman, a spokesman.

» Time Warner Cable: The
cable company’s services are
dependent on commercial
power so they may go offline
during a power outage, said
Bobby Amirshahi, a company
spokesman. Even if your home
has electricity, if power to a
nearby Time Warner node is
disrupted, your cable service
may not function, he said. But
Amirshahi noted that the
companyhasdeployedmobile
units that should be able to re-
storepower toaffectednodes.

OUTAGE: Be prepared with batteries, food, water, contacts
Continued from Page 1A

KENSINGTON, Md. —
The projected storm
surge from Hurricane
Sandy is a “worst case
scenario” with devastat-
ing waves and tides pre-
dicted for the highly pop-
ulated New York City
metro area, government
forecasters said.

Themorethey look, the
more the experts worry
about the water — which
usually kills and does
more damage than winds
in hurricanes.

In this case, seas will
be amped up by giant
waves and full-moon-
powered high tides. That
will combinewith drench-
ing rains, triggering in-
land flooding as the hurri-
canemergeswithawinter
storm system that will
worsen it and hold it in
place for days.

Louis Uccellini, envi-
ronmental prediction
chief for the National
Oceanic andAtmospheric
Administration, told The
Associated Press that giv-
en Sandy’s due east-to-
west track into New Jer-
sey, that puts the worst of
the stormsurge just north
inNewYorkCity, Long Is-
land and Northern New

Jersey. “Yes, this is the
worst case scenario,” he
said.

In a measurement of
pure kinetic energy,
NOAA’s hurricane re-
searchdivision onSunday
ranked the surge and
wave “destruction poten-
tial” for Sandy — just the
hurricane, not the hybrid
storm it will eventually
become—at 5.8 on a 0 to 6
scale. The damage ex-
pected fromwindswill be
far less, experts said.
Weather Underground
meteorologist Jeff Mas-
ters says that stormsurge
destruction potential
number isarecordand it’s
dueto thestorm’smassive
size.

“You have a lot of wind
acting over a long dis-
tance of water for hun-
dreds of miles” and that
piles the storm surge up
when it finally comes
ashore, Masters said.
Even though it doesn’t
packmuchpower inmaxi-
mum wind speed, the tre-
mendous size of Sandy —
more than 1,000 miles
acrosswith tropicalstorm
force winds— adds to the
pummelingpowerwhen it
comes ashore, he said.

The storm surge ener-
gy numbers are bigger
than the deadly 2005 Hur-

ricane Katrina, but that
can be misleading. Katri-
na’s destruction was con-
centrated in a small area,
making it much worse,
Masters said. Sandy’s
storm surge energy is
spread over a wider area.
Also, Katrina hit a city
that is below sea level and
hadproblemswith levees.

National Hurricane
Center Director Rick
Knabb said Hurricane
Sandy’s size means some
coastal parts of NewYork
and New Jersey may see
waterrise from6to11feet
above ground from surge
and waves. NewYork will
close its subways starting

Sunday evening. The rest
of the coast north of Vir-
ginia canexpect 4 to 8 feet
of surge.

Knabb said millions of
people may be harmed by
inland flooding.

A NOAAmap of inland
and coastal flood watches
covers practically the en-
tire Northeast: All of
Maryland, New Jersey,
Delaware, and Connecti-
cut;mostofPennsylvania,
NewYork,Massachusetts
andVermont, and parts of
northeastern Ohio, east-
ern Virginia, North Caro-
lina, and western New
Hampshire.

Along the mid-Atlantic

coast, storm surge is al-
ready starting to build,
Uccellini said. NOAA’s
Coastal Services Center
chief Margaret Davidson
said to expect “bodacious
impacts” in the area.

The surge — in which
water steadily increases
from the ocean— will be
worst in theareasnorthof
where Sandy comes
ashore.

NewYorkwill have the
most intense storm surge
if Sandy comes ashore
anywhere in New Jersey,
Uccellini said. Only if it
arrives farther south,
such as in Delaware, will
New York see a slightly,

only slightly, smaller
storm surge.

In general, areas to the
south and west of landfall
will get the heaviest of
rains. Someareas ofDela-
ware and the Maryland
and Virginia peninsula
will see a foot of rain over
theseveraldaysthestorm
parks in the East, Uccelli-
ni said.

The good news about
inland flooding is that the
rivers and ground aren’t
as saturated as they were
last year when Hurricane
Irene struck, causing
nearly $16 billion in dam-
age, much of it from in-
land flooding.

Sandy, surge pose ‘worst case scenario’
N.Y., N.J. coasts expect to see
water levels rise 6 to 11 feet

By Seth Borenstein
Associated Press

Flood water stretches across the road at the oyster house in Bayford, Va., on Sunday. Areas on Chesapeake Bay were
already seeing flooding from Hurricane Sandy. AP

Putnam County
For updated storm information
in Putnam County, visit
www.putnamcountyny.com.
Another site is www.nyalert-
.gov. Emergency officials in
Putnam County said residents
should only call 911 in an emer-
gency. For downed trees, con-
tact your local police depart-
ment or local highway depart-
ment. Highway departments
will be staffed throughout the
storm. For power outages, visit
www.nyseg.com and go to
"storm central" or in western
Putnam, visit www.cenhud.com
and go to "storm central."
NYSEG: 800-572-1131
Central Hudson Gas & Elec-
tric: 845-452-2700 or 800-527-
2714
County Executive’s Office:
845-808-1001
Bureau of Emergency Ser-
vices: 845-808-4000
Putnam County Highway
Department: 845-808-6331
Putnam Sheriff’s Depart-
ment: 845-225-4300
Brewster: Police, 845-279-3618.
Highway, 845-279-2456, fire
845-279-3555.
Carmel: Police, 845-628-1300.
Highway, 845-628-7474, fire
845-225-5100, town 845-628-
1500.
Cold Spring: Police, 845-265-
3407. Highway, 845-265-4883,
fire 845- 265-9241.
Kent: Police, 845-225-4600.
Highway, 845-225-7172, town
845-225-2067.
Patterson: Police, 845-225-
4300. Highway, 845-878-6130,
fire 845-878-4212, town 845-
878-6500.
Philipstown: Police, 845-225-
4300. Highway, 845-265-3530,
town 845-265-5200.
Putnam Valley: Police, 845-
225-4300. Highway, 845-526-
3333, fire 845-526-2879, town
845-526-2121.
Southeast: Police, 845-225-
4300. Highway, 845-279-2141,
town 845-279-4313.
Other Putnam fire depart-
ments:
Continental Village fire

department: 845-739-1020
Garrison fire department:
845-424-4406, 845-424-4406
Lake Carmel fire department:
845-225-3730
Mahopac fire department:
845-628-3160
Mahopac Falls fire depart-
ment: 845-628-4414
North Highlands fire depart-
ment: 845-265-4832

Rockland County
» Visit the Rockland County
government website at
http://www.co.rockland.ny.us/
for updates regarding emergen-
cy shelters, area evacuations and
other information.
Clarkstown: Police, 845-639-
5800. Highway, 845-623-7500.
Spring Valley: Police, 845-356-
7400.
Ramapo: Police, 845-357-2400.
Highway, 845-357-0903.
Suffern: Police, 845-357-2300.
Orangetown: Police, 845-359-
3700. Highway, 845-359-5100.
Haverstraw: Police, 845-354-
1500. Highway, 845-429-9126.
Residents in flood-prone areas
were asked Sunday night to
begin voluntary evacuations;
officials said mandatory evacua-
tions may become necessary.
Stony Point: Police, 845-786-
2422. Highway, 845-786-2300.
South Nyack-Grandview:
Police, 845-358-0206. Highway,
845-358-0227.
Piermont: Police, 845-359-0240.
Highway, 845-359-1717.
Nyack: Highway, 845-358-3552

Westchester County
Westchester County is posting
storm preparedness information
on it website:
http://www.westchestergov.com.
Only call 911 in an emergency.
Call the county police at 914-
864-7700 for the latest county
parkway conditions.
Ardsley: Downed trees on
properties can be reported to
the village Department of Public
Works, at 914-693-0117. If trees
are blocking roads and for other
emergencies, call police at
914-693-1700. Residents are
encouraged to sign up for an
emergency email distribution
list, which can be accessed on
the village website: www.ard-

sleyvillage.com.
Bedford: Police, 914-241-3111;
Highway Department, 914-666-
7669.
Briarcliff Manor: Police, 914-
941-2130. Department of Public
Works, 914-941-9105.
Bronxville: Police, 914-337-
0500. Department of Public
Works, 914-337-7338.
The village is operating under a
state of emergency and is
posting storm alerts on its
website
www.villageofbronxville.com.
The emergency operations
center will be staffed as of 8
a.m. Monday. The center's
number is 337-0508.
The use of parking meters in
the village will be temporarily
suspended as of 8 a.m. Monday.
Overnight parking restrictions
are temporarily suspended.
Residents who live in low-lying
or flood-prone areas are en-
couraged to move their cars out
of the vulnerable areas. The
following locations are avail-
able for parking:
» Kraft Avenue parking lot,
upper portion closest to Peo-
ple’s United Bank;
» Kraft Avenue, upper portion
from People’s United Bank to
Park Place, both sides of street;
» Kensington lower parking
lot, behind One Pondfield Road
Medical Building;
» Sagamore Road, both sides;
» 110 Parkway Road parking lot
(opposite the Avalon Complex);
» Pondfield Road, business
district metered zones;
» Cedar Street parking lot.
Buchanan: Police, 914-739-
6776; Highway Department,
914-737-6858
Cortlandt: Police, 914-737-7171;
Highway Department, 914-737-
0075.
Croton: Police, 914-271-5177;
Highway Department, 914-271-
3775.
Dobbs Ferry: For emergencies,
call police at 911 or 914-693-
5500. Police will dispatch the
Department of Public Works for
downed trees. The village
doesn't pump out private
basements. The village website
is http://www.dobbsferry.com.
Eastchester: Police, 914-961-
3464. Highway Department,
914-961-8540. The town posts

storm information on its web-
site www.eastchester.org. The
town's non-emergency storm
number is 961-3138.
Greenburgh: Police, 914-682-
5300. Department of Public
Works, 914- 993-1576.
Harrison: Report flooding,
downed trees, abandoned cars
and other problems to the
Harrison Police: 914-967-5110.
The town’s website, at
www.town.harrison.ny.us, will
be updated with storm in-
formation.
Hastings-on-Hudson: Police,
914-478-2344. The village has an
email list to provide storm-
related information to resi-
dents. There will also be in-
formation on the village web-
site:
http://www.hastingsgov.org.
Irvington: Storm-related calls
should be directed to the vil-
lage police department at
914-591-8080. The village web-
site is www.irvingtonny.gov.
Larchmont: Non-emergency
numbers are 834-1000 for
police, 834-0016 for fire and
834-6965 for public works.
Lewisboro: Police, 914-763-
8903; Highway Department,
914-763-3166
Mamaroneck town: Police
Headquarters at (914) 381 6100.
Updates will be issued on the
Town's website www.townof-
mamaroneck.org and informa-
tion will be broadcast on the
Emergency Notification Tele-
phone System, including neigh-
borhood-specific instructions.
Highway Department, 914-381-
7825
Mamaroneck village: Village
website:
www.village.mamaroneck.ny.us
Police department (914) 777-
1122, Public Works, 914-777-
7825
Mount Kisco: If there is an
emergency, call the Mount
Kisco police at 914-241-1100 or
911.
Mount Vernon: Non-emergen-
cy numbers are 665-2500 for
police, 665-2600 for fire and
665-2386 for public works.
New Castle: Call the town
police at 914-238-4422 to report
wires down and trees blocking
public roads. Sign up for alerts
at www.mynewcastle.org.

New Rochelle: The city web-
site www.newrochelleny.com
will have the latest News Flash
and Emergency Alerts which
will also be posted on the city's
Facebook and Twitter pages.
Bulletins will be broadcast on
NRTV Cable Channel 75 and
FIOS Channel 28. Emergency
alert calls will be made as
necessary. Residents can sub-
scribe to receive emergency
alerts directly through the city's
website at www.newrochelleny-
.com. Non-emergency numbers
for the police are 654-2300 and
654-2212 for fire.
North Castle: Police, 914-273-
9500. Highway Deparatment,
914-273-3561. Residents are
urged to report down wires and
power or gas outages to Con
Edison at 800-75-CONED.
North Salem: Town residents
can call the North Salem Office
of Emergency Management at
914-669-5464 to report storm-
related problems.
Ossining Highway Depart-
ment: 914-941-2241; Village of
Ossining Police Department:
914-941-4099; Ossining Fire
Department (non-emergency)
914-941-0215
Pelham: Pelham village resi-
dents should call the police at
738-2000 for any potential
street closures and Pelham
Manor's non-emergency police
number is 738-1000.
Peekskill Police Department:
914-737-8000; Peekskill Fire
Department Information Offi-
cer: 914-218-7572; Peekskill
Department of Public Works:
914-734-4130, after hours:
914-734-4186.
Pleasantville: The Police
Department can be reached at
914-769-1500. The Department
of Public Works can be reached
at 914-769-3883.
Port Chester: The village posts
updates on its website
www.portchesterny.com. Call
911 in an emergency. The police
department's non-emergency
number is 939-1000 and the fire
department's number is 939-
1661.
Pound Ridge: Police, 914-764-
4206. Highway Department,
914-764-5690.
Rye: Instructions for storm
preparation are posted on the

town's website www.ryeny.gov
and community alerts are
available via Nixle.com. For
emergencies call 911 and for
non-emergencies call the Police
Department at 967-1234.
Rye Brook: Pump out requests
need to be made through the
Police Department at 937-1020.
Scarsdale: The village's storm
hotline is 722-1150 for non-
emergency calls. The number
should be used to report flood-
ing of streets or homes,
downed trees, debris in streets
and power outages. Dial 911
only to report emergencies. The
village will use its emergency
notification system to announce
the shelter's opening if it is
needed. To sign up for the
system log on to the village's
website www.scarsdale.com
Sleepy Hollow: Police, 914-631-
0800. Storm information will be
availabole on the village web-
site: www.sleepyhollowny.gov
Somers Highway Depart-
ment: 914-232-4848; Somers
State Police: 914-277-3651;
Somers Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment: Emergency, 914-248-5555;
non-emergency, 914-248-5604
Tarrytown: Police, 914-631-
5544. Department of Public
Works, 914-631-0356.
Tuckahoe: Police, 914-961-4800.
The village's website is
www.tuckahoe.com.
White Plains: The White Plains
Department of Public Safety at
(914) 422-6111. For updates: The
city's website at www.cityof-
whiteplains.com; Government
access television channels:
Cablevision- Channel 75; Veri-
zon- Channel 47; Prerecorded
news updates at 914-422-5150
and announcements on radio
station WFAS 103.9 FM. To
report a fire, injury, building
collapse or life-threatening
emergency, dial 911. For non-
life-threatening emergencies
and to report storm damage,
call the Public Safety non-
emergency line at 914-422-6111.
Yonkers: For general non-
emergencies call the city's Help
Line at 377-4357. For police
non-emergencies call 377-7900.
DPW Commissioner: 377-6270.
Fire dispatch: 377-7555
Yorktown: Police: 914-962-
4141; Highway: 914-962-5781.

Hurricane
Sandy help



lohud.com The Journal News WP Monday, October 29, 2012 7AHURRICANE SANDY

NEW YORK — From
Washington toBoston, big
cities and small towns
Sunday buttoned up
against the onslaught of a
superstorm that could en-
danger 50 million people
in the most heavily popu-
lated corridor in the na-
tion, with forecasters
warning that New York
could get slammed by a
wall of water.

“The time for prepar-
ing and talking is about
over,” Federal Emergen-
cyManagement Adminis-
trator Craig Fugate said
asHurricane Sandymade
its way up the Atlantic on
acollisioncoursewith two
other weather systems
that could turn it into one
of the most fearsome
storms on record in the
U.S. “People need to be
acting now.”

Airlinescanceledmore
than 5,000 flights andAm-
trak began suspending
train service across the
Northeast. New York and
Philadelphia moved to
shut down their subways,
buses and trains Sunday
night and announced that
schools would be closed
onMonday.Boston,Wash-
ington and Baltimore also
calledoffschool.Andnon-
essential government em-
ployees in the nation’s
capitalwere told not to re-
port forwork in themorn-
ing.

As rain from the lead-
ing edges of the monster
hurricane began to fall
over the Northeast, hun-
dreds of thousands ofpeo-
plefromMarylandtoCon-
necticut were ordered to
evacuate low-lying coast-
al areasSunday, including
375,000 in lower Manhat-
tanandotherpartsofNew
York City, 50,000 in Dela-
ware and 30,000 in Atlan-
tic City, N.J., where the
city’s 12 casinos were
forced to shut down for
only the fourth time ever.

“We were told to get
the heck out. I was going
to stay, but it’s better to be
safe than sorry,” said
Hugh Phillips, who was
one of the first in line
when a Red Cross shelter
in Lewes, Del., opened at
noon.

“I think thisone’sgoing
to do us in,” saidMark Pa-
lazzolo, who boarded up
hisbait-and-tackle shop in
Point Pleasant Beach,
N.J., with the same wood
he used in past storms,
crossing out the names of
Hurricanes Isaac and
Irene and spray-painting
“Sandy” next to them. “I
got a call from a friend of
mine from Florida last

night who said, ‘Mark, get
out! If it’s not the storm,
it’ll be the aftermath. Peo-
ple are going to be fight-
ing in thestreetsovergas-
oline and food.’”

Authorities warned
that the nation’s biggest
city could get hit with an
11-foot wall of water that
could swampparts of low-
er Manhattan, flood sub-
way tunnels and cripple
the network of electrical
andcommunications lines
that are vital to the na-
tion’s financial center.

Sandy, a Category 1
hurricane with sustained
winds of 75mphas ofSun-
day evening, was blamed
for 65 deaths in the Carib-
bean before it began
churning up the Eastern
Seaboard.

As of 5 p.m., it was cen-
tered about 530 miles
southeast of New York
City, moving at 15 mph,
with hurricane-force
winds extending an in-
credible 175 miles from
its center.

Itwasexpected tohook
left toward themid-Atlan-
tic coast and come ashore
late Monday or early
Tuesday, most likely in
New Jersey, colliding
with a wintry storm mov-
ing in from the west and
cold air streaming down
from the Arctic.

Forecasters said the
combination could bring
close to a foot of rain, apo-
tentially lethal storm
surge and punishing
winds that could cause
widespread power out-
ages that last for days.
The storm could also
dump up to 2 feet of snow
in Kentucky, North Caro-
lina andWest Virginia.

Louis Uccellini, envi-
ronmental prediction
chief for the National
Oceanic andAtmospheric
Administration, told The
Associated Press that giv-
en Sandy’s east-to-west
track intoNewJersey, the
worst of the storm surge
could be just to the north,
in NewYork City, on Long
Island and in northern
New Jersey.

Forecasters said that
because of giant waves
and high tides made
worse by a full moon, the
metropolitan area of
about 20 million people
could get hit with an 11-
foot wall of water.

“This is the worst-case
scenario,” Uccellini said.

New York Mayor Mi-
chael Bloomberg warned:
“If you don’t evacuate,
you are not only endan-
gering your life, you are
alsoendangering the lives
of the first responders
who are going in to rescue
you. This is a serious and

dangerous storm.”
NewJersey’s famously

blunt Gov. Chris Christie
was less polite: “Don’t be
stupid. Get out.”

New York called off
school Monday for the
city’s 1.1 million students
and announced it would
suspend all train, bus and
subway service Sunday
night.

More than 5 million
riders adaydependon the
transit system.

The New York Stock
Exchange announced it
will shut down its trading
floor Monday but con-
tinue to trade electroni-
cally.

Officials also post-
poned Monday’s reopen-
ing of the Statue of Liber-
ty, which had been closed
for a year for $30 million
in renovations.

In Washington, Presi-
dent Barack Obama
promised thegovernment
would “respond big and
respond fast” after the
storm hits.

“My message to the
governorsaswell as to the
mayors is anything they
need,wewill be there, and
we will cut through red
tape. We are not going to
getboggeddownwitha lot
of rules,” he said.

He also pleaded for
neighborliness: “In times
like this, one of the things
that Americans do is we
pull together and we help
out one another And so,
there may be elderly pop-
ulations in your area.
Check on your neighbor,
check on your friend.
Make sure that they are
prepared. If we do, then
we’regoing toget through
this storm just fine.”

The storm forced the
president and Mitt Rom-

ney to rearrange their
campaign schedules in
the crucial closingdays of
the presidential race. And
early voting onMonday in
Maryland was canceled.

Despite the dire warn-
ings, some souls were re-
fusing to budge.

Jonas Clark of Man-
chester Township, N.J. —
right in the area where
Sandy was projected to
come ashore — stood out-
side a convenience store,
calmly sipping a coffee
and wondering why peo-
ple were working them-
selves “into a tizzy.”

“I’veseena lotofmajor
storms in my time, and
there’s nothing you can do
but take reasonable pre-
cautions and ride out
things the best you can,”
said Clark, 73. “Nature’s
going to what it’s going to
do. It’s great that there’s
so much information out
there about what you can

do to protect yourself and
your home, but it all boils
down basically to ‘use
your common sense.’”

In New Jersey, Denise
Faulkner and her boy-
friend showed up at the
Atlantic City Convention
Center with her 7-month-
old daughter and two
sons, ages 3 and 12, think-
ing there was a shelter
there. She was dismayed
to learn that it was just a
gathering point for buses
to somewhere else. Last
year, they were out of
their home for two days
because of Hurricane
Irene.

“I’m real over-
whelmed,” she said as ba-
by Zahiriah, wrapped in a
pink blanket with embroi-
dered elephants, slept in a
car seat. “We’re at it
again. Last year we had to
do it. This yearwe have to
do it. And you have to be
around all sorts of people

— strangers. It’s a bit
much.”

Before leaving their
home in Atlantic City,
John and Robshima Wil-
liamsofpackedtheirkids’
Halloween costumes so
they could go bunk-to-
bunk trick-or-treating at a
shelter. Her 8-year-old
twins are going as the
Grim Reaper and a zom-
bie, while her 6-year-old
plans to dress as a witch.

“We’re just trying to
make a bad situation
good,” the mother said.
“We’re going to make it
fun no matter where we
are.”

Contributing to this re-
port were AP Science
Writer Seth Borenstein in
Washington; Katie Zezi-
ma in Atlantic City, N.J.;
Wayne Parry in Point
Pleasant Beach, N.J.;
and Dave Dishneau in
Wilmington, Del.

Eastern U.S. braces for superstorm
50 million people in path;
hundreds of thousands evacuate
By Jennifer Peltz
Associated Press

Cape Charles Police Officer Jim Pruitt tapes off the town fishing pier and beach on Sunday. The Chesapeake Bay side of
the Eastern Shore of Virginia was already experiencing coastal flooding. JAY DIEM/AP

Jeanne Tramposch, left, and Mona Schwartz, both of Lewes, Del., visit Rehoboth Beach in
Delaware on Sunday. EILEEN BLASS/GANNETT NEWS SERVICE

ALBANY — Gov. An-
drew Cuomo has direct-
ed the New York Army
and Air National Guard
to mobilize in response
to Hurricane Sandy.

Cuomo said the
Guard will deploy up to
1,175 troops. They’ll help
local authorities re-
spond to storm damage
in New York City, Long
Island, the Hudson Val-
ley and the Southern
Tier.

On Sunday, 200 New
York Army National
Guard soldiers were de-
ployed toNewYorkCity.
By 6 p.m. Monday, Cuo-
mo said 250 soldiers and
150 airmen would be in
place on Long Island.

Another 200 soldiers
will go on duty today at
armories in Bingham-
ton, Walton, and Horse-
heads in the Southern
Tier. Statewide, another
150 soldiers and airmen
will be mobilized to pro-
vide command and con-
trol and logistical sup-
port.

N.Y. Army,
Air Guard
mobilize
for storm
Associated Press

NEWYORK—NewYork
City announced the clos-
ingsof itsmass transitand
school systems, both the
nation’s largest, and or-
dered residents to leave
some low-lying areas Sun-
day ahead of the massive
storm approaching the
eastern third of theU.S.

“You don’t want to be
overly panicked and over-
ly prepared, but you want
to be prudent, you want to
dowhat’snecessary,”Gov.
Andrew Cuomo said Sun-
day inannouncing the sus-
pension of the city’s sub-
ways, buses and commut-
er trains.

Rainfall was expected
to start late Sunday or
early today in New York.
Hurricane Sandy was
headed north from the
Caribbean to meet both a
snowstorm and a cold
front, and experts said the
rare hybrid storm that re-
sults will cause havoc
from the East Coast to the
Great Lakes. And one ex-
pert expressed concern
about when the worst of

the storm surgewould hit:
at high tide or at low.

“This will be the crux,”
saidKlausJacob,aColum-
bia University researcher
who has advised the city
on coastal risks. “If we
have bad luck, then it ar-
rives coincidingwith high
astronomical tides. … If it
arrives at the lower as-
tronomical tides, then we
will have lucked out.”

A storm surge of 6 to11
feet was expected, Mayor
Michael Bloomberg said,
and he ordered an evacua-
tion of the low-lying areas
along the edges of the city,
including parts of lower
Manhattan like Battery
Park City and some of the
financial district, sections
of Brooklyn and Staten Is-
landandtheRockaways in
Queens.

“If you don’t evacuate,
youarenotonlyendanger-
ing your life, you are also
endangering the lives of
the first responders who
are going in to rescue
you,”hesaidatanewscon-
ference Sunday. “… This
is a serious anddangerous
storm.”

But, he said, those who

didn’t leave wouldn’t be
arrested. Ralph Gorham,
co-owner of the RedHook
Lobster Pound in Brook-
lyn’s low-lying Red Hook
neighborhood, was one of
those planned to stay.

“When the bell tolls,
you live with it,” he said
Sunday. He said he had
planned ahead and kept
from ordering his usual
batchof live lobsters from
Maine, to diminish possi-
ble financial losses.

Gorham also said he
was going to the store-
front lobster business,
usually crowded on week-
endswith clients, to set up
generators and cables to
keeptherefrigeratorsand
freezers going if power
goes out.

If forecasts hold, and
especially if the storm
surge coincides with high
tide, the effects should be
muchmore severe for the
city than those in Irene.
While the storm may not
be the worst-case scenar-
io, Jacob said he expected
the subway system, as
well as underground elec-
trical systems and neigh-
borhoods in lower Man-
hattan, to be at least par-
tially flooded. Many other
low-lying areas of the city
also face possible inunda-
tion, including some in-

dustrial waterfront areas
where chemicals are
stored, he said.

“We have to prepare to
the extent we can, but I’m
afraid that from a subway
point of view, I think it’s
beyond sheer prepara-
tions. I do not think that
there’s enough emergen-
cymeasures thatwill help
prevent the subway from
flooding,” he said Sunday
by phone.

The suspension of the
city’s transit system was
the second in two years.
Service was also suspend-
ed during Tropical Storm
Irene last year.With a dai-
lyridershipofmore than5
million, New York City’s
subway system is by far
the largest in theU.S., and
manyNewYorkers do not
have cars and depend on
subways and buses to get
towork,schoolandaround
town.

Cuomo said the transit
system will be suspended
starting at 7 p.m. Sunday,
whenthe lastsubwaysand
final Metro-North and
LongIslandRailroadcom-
muter trains would run.
The last buseswill runat 9
p.m. He said the decision
to shut down the area’s
bridges and tunnelswould
bemade on a case-by-case
basis.

The city’s school sys-
tem, which serves 1.1
million students, will be
closed today, Bloomberg
said. Cuomoalso said the
NationalGuardwouldbe
deployed, 200 troops in
New York City, and 400
on Long Island.

At Penn Station, Lori
Wolfman, in town for a
friend’s wedding, waited
in a long line to change
her tickets. She and her
husbandwere scheduled
to leave at 3 p.m. to go
home to Washington,
where they recently
moved from California.
But when the noon wed-
ding brunch was can-
celed and the hotel an-
nounced plans to evacu-
ate, they were eager to
catch an earlier train.

“We’ll get on any-
thing,” she said.

“It says they’re all
sold out,” said Barry
Wolfman, just back from
the Amtrak kiosk. “I
don’tknowifyoucanjust
get on an earlier train?”

“No,” Lori replied. “I
think we’re going to be
here until 3.”

They decided to wait
in line just in case, with
nothing else to do for
about three hours.

“Welcome to the
East,” she said.

NYC shuts schools, orders evacuation
Officials fear storm effects could
be much more severe than in ’11
By Jennifer Peltz
The Associated Press
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