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How did it Start?
In November of 2011 

I went to Europe to retrace the 
steps of my grandfather and 
the men he served with during 

WWII. In this picture I am 
leaving items to remember the 

men from my grandfather’s unit 
who were killed near Rânes, 
France August 14-17, 1944

Photos courtesy S/Sgt David Henry collection



Shortly after leaving the items in Rânes I was 
put in touch with French historian and 

researcher Alexis Boban pictured on the right.

Courtesy: Alexis Boban



On August 13, 1944 
PFC Lawrence S. Gordon 

a member of my grandfather’s unit 
the Reconnaissance Company, 

32nd Armored Regiment, 
3rd Armored Division was killed in Action.



Field Order for August 13, 1944

Source: National Archives (RG 407)



Map Overlay for August 13, 1944

Source: National Archives (RG 407)



Phase Lines August 13th, 1944

Courtesy: Alexis Boban



 At 5:50am the Reconnaissance Company 
Headquarters left their position 2 miles West 
of Contest, France and at 6:30am the attack 
pushed off as ordered by Division Field Order 
Number 7 with RANES as the objective via 
MAYENNE - LE RIBAY - JAVRON - PRE-EN-PAIL 
- North at Road Junction 175890 - 
CARROUGES - RANES. 

Source: Morning Reports and National Archives (RG 407)

At 7:16am Headquarters 
of the Reconnaissance 
Company was ordered by 
Division to come pick up 
100,000 scale maps at the 
Engineer Supply office in 
the Trains bivouac.



Progress on August 13th

Courtesy: Alexis Boban



The Crew
Car Commander

PFC Lawrence S. Gordon

Radio Operator

Pvt Charles H. Kurtz

Gunner

Pvt James A. Bowman

Driver

Tech 5 Anthony J. Abato

It is believed that the men were in the 1st Platoon



Movement in the 
Afternoon/evening 

of August 13th

Courtesy: Alexis Boban

The objective for 
the day was Rânes



Words of Radio Operator 
Pvt Charles Kurtz 

(only survivor).

Courtesy: Alexis Boban



Courtesy: Alexis Boban

Words of Radio Operator 
Pvt Charles Kurtz (only survivor) Cont.



So how can we be sure of the crew that day?

Morning Reports show only 
5 casualties from August 13, 1944. 

Source: NPRC



We know Sgt Gray couldn’t have been in the 
vehicle because he would have been the car 

commander whose position in an armored car is in 
the turret and according to the Kurtz letter no 
one in the turret made it out. We also know that 

Sgt. Gray’s only injury was to his hand which 
isn’t consistent with the other soldiers injuries.

Sgt. James W. Gray

Source: NPRC



It’s also worth noting that in PFC Gordon’s IDPF 
it has an extract of the same Morning Reports.

Source: Gordon IDPF



Source: Abato OMPF

Medical tags for driver Anthony Abato 
Notice the hour 2100 (9:00pm)

Medical tags for driver Anthony Abato 
Notice the hour 2100 (9:00pm)



Medical Tags for Driver Anthony Abato Cont.

Source: Abato OMPF



GR Form #1
Report of Burial

Note: Harry Dubrov is 
from 603 Graves 

Registration Company

Source: Abato IDPF



So what happened to the other two guys 
who never made it out of the turret?

Private First Class
 Lawrence S. Gordon

Private
James A. Bowman



We know from the Kurtz letters that the M8 
Armored Car the men were riding in took a 
direct hit by an “88mm” to the gas tank 
which is located just behind the turret.

Note: 
The term “88mm” shell was generally overused incorrectly by US soldiers and should be interpreted 
as more of a general term which signifies a large caliber German shell and not specifically an 88mm.



Maintenance Records for the 
32nd Armored Regiment show that they 

most likely recovered the vehicle.

Right Vehicle
R Stands for

Reconnaissance
Vehicle has the same

Characteristics

Source: National Archives (RG 407)



We can estimate what time the vehicle was hit was between 
1700(5:00pm) and 2100(9:00pm) based on a few pieces of evidence.

#1 Abato was already at the medical 
Clearing Station by 2100

#2 Pvt Kurtz recalled they 
were hit Mid-Afternoon



#3 According to PFC 
Gordon’s missing crew 
report the last known 
location was 5 miles 
west of Carrouges 

which gives us an idea 
of time based on the 

3rd Armored Divisions 
movements that day

Also note the circumstances 
surrounding Their disappearance

Source: Gordon IDPF



#4 Messages from the main task force at 2055(8:55pm) 
report that they encountered heavy resistance at Map 

Code VU128064 which translates to the main road 
just south of Rânes, France



1949 Aerial Picture of the area where we 
believe the vehicle was hit near Pont D’Atrel.

Rânes

Corrouges



So what happened to PFC Gordon and Pvt Bowman?

Kurtz’s letters say:

We also know that in the turret of the armored car is 37mm 
ammunition which would have also probably exploded. This 
picture is from a restored M8 notice the ammo on the right



“As the tanks and other armored vehicles 
were brought into the VCP (vehicle collecting 
point) with broken and twisted bodies still 
inside, the horror of war began to settle into 
my being. When a tanker inside a tank received 
the full effect of a penetration, sometimes the 
body, particularly the head, exploded and 
scattered blood, gore, and brains throughout 
the entire compartment. It was a horrible 
sight. The maintenance crews had to get inside 
and clean up the remains. They tried to keep 
the body parts together in a shelter half and 
turn them over to graves registration people.” 

In the book “Death Traps” 3rd Armored 
Division veteran Belton Cooper 

described what a vehicle was like after 
being hit with a large shell.



In 2011 I asked Executive officer Lt. Virgil 
Freeman of the Reconnaissance Company if he 

knew why PFC Gordon had Never been identified.

“Its entirely possibly that how he was 
hit, that it torn his dog tags off of him 
you know. If he’s battered bad enough 
there’s nothing, hell I saw plenty of 

guys that I knew and they were in such 
bad shape that they were difficult for 

me to identify.” -Lt. Freeman
Source: Phone interview conducted with Lt. Freeman 12/28/2011



So What happened to PFC Gordon?

He was originally classified at MIA. 
Below is a copy of the casualty report from the war department.

Source: Gordon IDPF



Strangely PFC Gordon’s status was changed from MIA to KIA 
on April 2, 1945 despite not having recovered his remains? 
Standard operating procedure during that time under Public 
Law 490 (77th Congress) was to wait one full year from the 
date the soldier went missing to declare them KIA. How could 
they be so sure at this stage? This is especially alarming when 
you consider that Pvt Bowman’s identity is still in question.

Where is the evidence 
considered sufficient to 

establish the fact of death?

Source: Gordon IDPF



Exactly two weeks after PFC Gordon’s death his 
wallet is inventoried and he is listed as KIA even 

though there are no identifying items in it.

Source: Gordon IDPF



So at this point it appears that they’ve not 
only recovered the vehicle that PFC Gordon 
was riding in but also his personal effects.



On January 15, 1945 the wallet is inventoried 
again at the Army Effects Bureau.

Source: Gordon IDPF



Meanwhile Private Bowman’s effects are 
inventoried on the same day (January 15, 1945) 

and are listed as Belonging to Unknown X-2.

Source: Bowman IDPF



So what happened to PVT Bowman?
Bowman was originally buried as an American Unknown 

named Gorron Unknown X-2 as shown on the GR Form #1.

Source: Bowman IDPF



Before being buried members from the 603 Graves 
Registration Company took fingerprints from the 

six available fingers of Gorron Unknown X-2.

Source: Bowman IDPF



The only other information about Gorron 
Unknown X-2 was at the bottom of the 

reverse side of the GR Form #1.

Note:
X-2(Bowman) was removed from a command car and was found with Gorron X-3



I am showing this same image again because the information it 
contains is so vital. The IDPF for the remains that were later 
identified as James Bowman say he was found with Gorron X-3.

Soldier Reported to be American? 
Presumably the remains were in such poor condition that they were hard to identify.

Said to be removed from a command car? 
This must have been alternate terminology used for an armored car.

Body Fround(SIC) with another unidentified body X-3? 
If neither Bowman(X-2) or Gordon made it out of the turret alive it only makes sense that 
X-3 has a very high likelihood to be PFC Gordon. If its not PFC Gordon who else could it be?

Source: Bowman IDPF



What do we know about Gorron 
and the men who operated it?

In the wake of VII Corps(First Army) advance following the breakout at St Lo, the 
603rd Quartermaster Graves Registration Company, commanded by Captain 

Channing B. Rennie, Jr. opened the U.S. cemetery near Gorron on August 15th, 
1944. The cemetery at Gorron was the ninth burial site to be activated by American 
forces after the D-Day landings on June 6th. Gorron Cemetery was in the French 
Department of Mayenne about three and a half miles northeast of the village of 

Gorron. During its existence 754 soldiers were interred there. On August 28, 1944 
control of the cemetery was transferred to the Normandy Base Section, United 

States Forces, ETO, which continued control until shortly after hostilities in Europe 
ceased. Represented at Gorron Cemetery were soldiers from the 1st, 9th, 30th, 

80th, 90th Infantry Divisions, and 3rd Armored Division.

Source: National Archives (RG 92 & 407)



Is there any more information about the 603rd Graves 
Registration Company who handled the burials at Gorron?

Not Really.

The company history 
for the 603rd Graves 
Registration Company 

revealed no new 
usable clues or pieces 

of information.

Courtesy: Wes Johnston



A search at the National Archives for 
records of the 603rd Graves Registration 

Company yielded only two processing 
worksheets.

Source: National Archives (RG 407)



In the interest of thoroughness, I also tried to contact 
Lt. Harry Dubrov who signed the GR Form #1’s for Tech 5 
Abato, Pvt. Bowman(X-2), and also Gorron Unknown X-3.

Unfortunately Lt. Dubrov died in 2007 but I spoke with his 
son Ron. I was told by Ron Dubrov that he was unaware of 

his father keeping any records or writings from WWII.



After one week of operating the Gorron 
Temporary Cemetery the 603rd Graves 

Registration Company leaves the cemetery.

Pvt Bowman and PFC Gordon are still Unidentified

Source: NPRC



In March of 1945 the 610 Graves Registration Company decides 
not to reprocess Gorron X-2 because the remains were burned 

and decomposition rendered the remains unrecognizable.

Source: Bowman IDPF



Identifying Private James A. Bowman
Using the six fingerprints taken 
from X-2 before he was buried on 
August 15, 1944 the FBI was able 
to identify Gorron X-2 as James A. 
Bowman from Louisville, Kentucky 

In April of 1945.

Source: Bowman IDPF



Importance of the Fingerprints
It is important to note that without the fingerprints, 

Pvt. Bowman would still most likely be considered 
Unknown. Knowing that the remains were burned.

We also know from a later reprocessing report 
that Bowman had multiple parts missing.



At this point it appears that they’ve 
recovered the vehicle that PFC Gordon was 

riding in, they recovered his personal effects, 
and they identified the guy who was sitting 

next to him in the turret.

PVT Bowman

PVT Bowman



So why was there confusion within 
the Gordon family in regards to 
what happened to PFC Gordon?

To Answer that we 
have to look at 

the limited 
information that 
was given to the 
Gordon family 
during the war 

years and after.

Courtesy: Lawrence R. Gordon



Presumably in late August of 1944 the Gordon 
Family was notified at that PFC Lawrence S. 

Gordon was Missing in Action since August 13th.

Source: Gordon IDPF



On January 24, 1945 the family learns that 
PFC Gordon was in a vehicle That was hit.

Source: Gordon IDPF



On March 1, 1945 
No change in status, still missing.

Source: Gordon IDPF



In March of 1945 the family is notified by the 
regimental commander that PFC Gordon was 
buried in France with full military honors. 

Source: Gordon IDPF

Note:
We know from reviewing other 
IDPF’s that this was a common 

form letter sent out by 
Colonel Leander L. Doan

It is also probable that the 
family was notified by 

telegram of his death before 
the Col. Doan Letter but no 

record of this has been found



On April 3, 1945 a letter from War 
Department confirms death of PFC Gordon.



On April 21, 1945 the Army Effects Bureau 
inquires about returning PFC Gordon’s 

burned and bloodstained wallet.

Source: Gordon IDPF



So at this point, PFC Gordon has been:

#1: Confirmed KIA

#2: “Buried” With Honors

#3: His Personal Effects     
were returned to his family



On July 17, 1945 Mrs. Ella Gordon writes 
the war Department about the location of 

her son’s grave so that her other son 
serving in the Canadian Army can visit it.

Source: Gordon IDPF



September 13, 1945 
no information about burial is available.

Source: Gordon IDPF



On October 8, 1946 more than a year after 
her first letter Mrs. Ella Gordon again 
writes the war department seeking the 

location of her son’s grave. By now her other 
sons have returned from the Europe.

Source: Gordon IDPF



On October 30, 1946 
the Quartermaster General now says they 

are searching for PFC Gordon’s body.

Source: Gordon IDPF



He’s Missing

He’s Dead

He’s buried with Honors

He’s Not Buried

He’s Missing

He’s Not Recovered

We can’t find his body but 

we found his personal effects  

Recap of events from 
August 13, 1944 - October 30, 1946



Are you confused about what happened? 
It’s no wonder this family couldn’t make 

heads or tails of their son’s death and it’s 
no wonder why they’ve never had closure.

Courtesy: Gordon Family



So where is PFC Gordon?
After the war in 1947 investigators charged with locating his 
remains could only come up with one possibility (Gorron X-6).

Source: Gordon IDPF



What is known about Gorron X-6?
Unfortunately not much. 

Records for this Unknown give only a few details.

From this information PFC Gordon can’t be ruled out. 
There are certainly consistencies here and the investigators 

back in 1947 believed this could be PFC Gordon.
Source: Gorron X-006 IDPF



The only other information about X-6 
comes from a 1946 reprocessing report.

Source: Gorron X-006 IDPF



On July 22, 1947 
the investigator looking for PFC Gordon 

concluded the case should be closed.

Source: Gordon IDPF



In the interest of thoroughness I tried 
to contact Mr. Ariey in January of 2012 
but found out from his daughter Janine 
who lives in Nipomo, California that he 

had been deceased for many years. I 
asked mr. Ariey’s daughter if her father 
had saved any of his records or papers 

from World War II and she said no.

Finding the Investigator



On August 8, 1951 a final report was made 
trying to associate PFC Gordon and now 
also Pvt Ray Grimes of Company D, 32nd 
Armored Regiment, 3rd Armored Division 

with Gorron Unknown X-6.

PFC Lawrence Gordon Pvt Ray Grimes
Source: Gordon and Grimes IDPF’s



On September 25, 1951 
a final determination that PFC Gordon’s 

remains were “Non-recoverable” was made.

Source: Gordon IDPF

PFC Gordon



So what about Gorron X-3?
The original burial report for Gorron X-3 does 

compare more favorably than Gorron X-6.

Location is correct
Date of death is exact

Cause of death is Consistent

Source: Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs



Gorron X-3 was originally buried as an American 
Unknown on August 15, 1944 by the 603rd Graves 
Registration Company. There is no mention anywhere 

that the remains might not be American.

On March 17, 1945 Gorron X-3(American) was 
Reprocessed by the 610 Graves Registration Company 
in an effort to establish identity. After being buried 
for 7 months they determined that Gorron X-3 was a 

German. It seems surprising that if there was 
overwhelming evidence that the remains were German 
it would have been caught by the original unit (603rd) 

doing the burial not the one reviewing the remains 
after 7 months of decomposition. 

Important Facts to note:



The Reprocessing Report for X-3

If the remains were completely 
clothed in a German uniform it 
seems almost impossible that 
the 603 Graves Registration 

Unit wouldn’t have caught this 
during the original burial. 

Could PFC Gordon have been 
wearing German clothing? The 
answer to that is yes for at 

least two documented reasons:  

Source: Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs



Reasons PFC Gordon could have 
been wearing German clothing.
#1: Charles Kurtz the only survivor of the 

vehicle says that when he was wounded he was 
still wearing a winter uniform.

#2: When Pvt Bowman’s remains were reprocessed 
he was found with a German Rain Coat.



Therefore it is not unreasonable or out of the 
realm of possibilities that PFC Lawrence S. 
Gordon was wearing some type of German 

clothing at the time he was killed. 

The fact that the remains were clothed in 
German manufactured clothing/equipment alone 
should not exclude him as a possible match to 

the remains known as Gorron X-3(American)/
X-356(German) and should not automatically 

make the remains German.



Back to the Reprocessing Report

Source: Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs



The original burial report for 
Gorron X-3 says the only means of 
identification were the tooth chart.

Source: Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs



So in december of 2012 we asked board certified 
Forensic Odontologist Donald O. Simley II D.D.S. to 
review the dental charts of Gorron X-3(American)/

X-356 German with PFC Lawrence S. Gordon.

Source: Gordon IDPF Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs



“I feel that there is a reasonable degree of possibility that “Gorron X-3/X-356” may indeed be PFC Lawrence 
Gordon.  I have some issues with the dental records, but there are some consistencies.  Unfortunately, 
restorations were not charted on PFC Gordon’s dental records.  We also have no radiographs to review, either 
antemortem or postmortem. I certainly am not comfortable making a dental identification based strictly on 
dental charting.  Especially when I see discrepancies in Gorron X-3’s charting done by the Americans and then 
re-done by the Germans prior to internment in the German Cemetery.  PFC Gordon’s dental charting from 
January 23, 1942 demonstrates that teeth #1, 15, 16, 17, 18, 30 and 31 are missing.  (I am going to be referring 
to the teeth in this report by the Universal Numbering System that is in common use today.)  The chart done by 
the American dentists on X-3/X-356 indicate that this victim is missing teeth #14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 30 and 31.  So 
discrepancies are present with teeth #1 and #14.  Tooth #1 missing in the antemortem records and present on the 
postmortem records is a discrepancy that can’t be overlooked, however, I can imagine that due to possible 
fragmentation and burning and charring of the remains, this postmortem examination may be compromised.  I 
also have seen many cases where errors have occurred in charting and unfortunately, we have no x-rays to 
review.  Tooth #14 is an explainable discrepancy, in that tooth #14 could have been extracted between January 
1942 and the date of death, August 13, 1944 (a 2 ½ year time frame)... In conclusion, it is my opinion that this 
situation certainly merits further investigation.  This is based on the dental evidence and the other circumstantial 
evidence.  Regarding the dental evidence, there are consistencies in the dental records of PFC Gordon and the 
“Unknown X-3” (now “Unknown German X-356”) in the number of teeth present and teeth missing and the 
spacing between some teeth.  I know this is not a lot, but again, I certainly don’t think that we can rule out the 
possibility that “Unknown American X-3/German X-356” is PFC Lawrence S. Gordon.  I believe that DNA 
evidence could most certainly confirm or exclude this identification.”

Dr. Simley’s report says:

Source: Simley Report dated 12/14/12



Also noted on the American postmortem record of “Unknown X-3” is the 
following:  “Teeth Sprung far apart”.  Two things, number one, this is not 
appropriate dental terminology.  So I am actually wondering, did a dentist 
even do this examination or did a dental auxiliary do this postmortem 
examination.  Also, if these remains had a diastema or space between the front 
teeth (which is my interpretation), this is a trait that PFC Gordon had and 
other members of the Gordon family have.

Additional comments from Dr. Simley

David Gordon
Source: 
Gorron X-3(American)/X-356(German) docs 
Simley Report dated 12/14/12



Final findings from the Gorron reprocessing 
report cite German clothing as the only 

conclusive indication of identity.



From the evidence available the only 
reason that Gorron X-3 wasn’t 

seriously considered as a possible 
match for PFC Gordon was because of 

German clothing and/or equipment. 

From the evidence presented in this 
report it is our position that proper 
evidence does exists to warrant DNA 

testing on the remains known as 
Gorron X-3(American)/X-356 German as 

a probable match for PFC Gordon.



If you found and 
returned the wallet 

(Burned and Bloodstained)

If you found the guy that 
was next to PFC Gordon in 

the turret

If you recovered the vehicle

If you found the wallet, the guy next to 
him, and the vehicle; it seems clear that 
the remains must have been recovered.

PFC Gordon PVT Bowman



“I would guess the most probable bottom line is that 
since the PEs [personal effects] were located and 
processed, that they most certainly accompanied 
the remains - to Gorron -or wherever the remains 
were processed.”

To support that point Captain Ron Croft who 
served in the American Graves Registration 
Command, 531st Quartermaster Group in 
Northern France, Belgium, and Holland 

during WWII offered his opinion:

Source: e-mail from Capt. Croft 11/9/12



If the remains were recovered, which it looks very 
likely they were. Then Gorron X-3(American)/X-356

(German) seems to be the most probable match 
considering he was found together with Private 
Bowman(X-2) and they have numerous similarities.



It is obvious from the records and 
evidence that exists that mistakes could 
have been made. We do not fault those 

trying to do a difficult job under difficult 
circumstances but we do feel that if 

errors were made, they should be 
corrected if at all possible out of 

respect for a fallen warrior.

These corrections should be made to 
honor the deceased and also to provide 
closure for his family after almost 70 

years of not knowing. It is for this reason 
that we sincerely ask for your support.



We the petitioners fully understand that our case presented 
in these pages is based on old, outdated documents and 
circumstantial evidence but it is our position that the 

government of the United States of America is tasked with 
bringing home it’s soldier dead and consequently maintaining 

pertinent records to aid in that mission. 

Further more, in this case we have reviewed all the available 
documentation conserved by the United States Government 
that is pertinent to PFC Lawrence S. Gordon and therefore 
we the petitioners ask that any and all governmental bodies 

involved in this case consider the evidence based on it’s 
merit and not punish the family of PFC Lawrence S. Gordon 

for the lack of proof beyond a shadow of a doubt. 

It is our hope that our case will be reviewed based on its 
merits and that all parties involved will resolve to do 

what’s right for the deceased soldier and what is in the best 
interest of his family. Lastly we seek closure in the form of 
answers for the family and out of respect to a soldier who 

died on a battlefield protecting freedom.



Finally, we respectfully request that the 
family of PFC Lawrence S. Gordon be given 
access to the remains known as Gorron X-3

(American) / X-356(German) for the purpose of 
DNA testing and identification. Thank you for 
taking the time to review this. If you have any 
questions please feel free to contact myself 

or Lawrence R. Gordon

Jed Henry
(608) 239-2228

henryj4123@yahoo.com

Lawrence Gordon
(403) 526-5767

lrg@gordonlaw.ca

mailto:henryj4123@yahoo.com
mailto:henryj4123@yahoo.com
mailto:henryj4123@yahoo.com
mailto:henryj4123@yahoo.com


Let us ask the Question: 
Am I worthy of a man who died for me?

May you see his face, for it resembles his nephews and not his children's 

May you see his eyes because they saw death and now they look to you for closure 

May you hear his mother’s cry, and all three of his brothers’

May you see just one soldier but a loss that has affected generations

May you do what’s right and honor what was earned in battle

May you heal a family by paying respect to a fallen warrior


