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The Honorable Jolm A. Boehner 
Speaker 
U.S. House of Representatives 
H-232 The Capitol 
Washington, DC 20515 

September 30, 2013 

Dear Speaker Boehner and Majority Leader Reid: 

The Honorable Harry Reid 
Majority Leader 
U.S. Senate 
522 Hart Senate Office Bldg 
Washington, DC 20510 

We urge you to prevent a shutdown of the District of Columbia government on October 
I, a predictable and avoidable calamity, even if the federal government shuts down. While we 
may have differing views on the provisions of the House-passed continuing resolution, we stand 
with D.C. residents in urging you to pass legislation that would allow the D.C. govenmlent to 
spend its local funds in the event of a federal government shutdown on October I and therefore 
remain open. A District govenunent shutdown would not only affect the more than 600,000 
District residents, it would also affect our constituents who visit or work in the city. There is 
precedent for keeping the D.C. govenunent open. Congress, under the leadership of Speaker 
Newt Gingrich, passed legislation (P.L. 104-90) during the second federal govenmlent shutdown 
in 1995-1996 to permit the D.C. government to spend its local funds and remain open. 

If the District govenmlent shuts down, basic municipal services would cease or be 
curtailed. Not only do the more than 600,000 D.C. residents rely on these services, but so do our 
constituents who visit or work in the city, private sector businesses, federal officials, federal 
buildings and foreign embassies. Furthermore, District financing agreements could be 
terminated, further impacting city services and sending the city's borrowing costs soaring. For 
example, the city has a Master Equipment Lease, under which it leases a wide range of 
equipment, including traffic lights, automobiles, public safety vehicles, and computer hardware 
and software. If the city does not have budget authority to make a quarterly lease payment, the 
lease could terminate and the equipment would be subject to repossession. The city also has 
Certificates of Participation outstanding for certain District government buildings, including the 
Unified Communications Center, the District's public safety and emergency preparedness 
communications and command center. If the city does not have budget authority to make the 
debt service payments, the lease terminates, the trustee may take possession of the facility and 
relet it. Moreover, under most of the District's real property leases, if the city does not have 
budget authority during a fiscal year, the leases terminate, the District can be evicted, and the 
property can be relet. These negative consequences are compounded by the fact that non
payment under either the Master Equipment Lease or the Certificates of Participation would be 
considered material and would have to be disclosed to the District government's bondholders. 
While payment of principal and interest on the District government's bonds is not subject to 
appropriations, such defaults would raise questions about the District govenunent's ability to 
repay its long-term obligations, driving up its future borrowing costs. The District government 
has worked too long and hard, including accumulating $1.5 billion in reserves, one of the highest 
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amounts in the country, since its financial crisis in the mid-1990s to develop an outstanding 
reputation on Wall Street to see it erased over a shutdown. 

We do not want to see a large, complicated city brought to its knees because of a fight 
over umelated matters. Indeed, there is bicameral, bipartisan support for preventing D.C. 
government shutdowns. In July, both the Republican-led Oversight and Government Reform 
Committee and the Democratic-led Senate Appropriations Committee approved larger bills that 
contained a provision that would permanently authorize the D.C. government to spend its local 
funds during a federal government shutdown. The President's fiscal year 2013 budget also 
contained a permanent shutdown-avoidance provision. The report accompanying the 
Republican-led House Appropriations Committee-passed fiscal year 2013 Financial Services and 
General Government Appropriations bill also acknowledged the harm of District government 
shutdowns and called on the authorizers to consider legislation to prevent future shutdowns. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
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