
In his early years, Alex Spanos worked day and
night, seven days a week in his father’s bakery. His
growing family was struggling to make ends meet on
$40 a week. In 1951, at the age of 27, the time came
for Spanos to make the toughest business decision of
his life-to stay in the family business or strike out on
his own.

More than 56 years later, Spanos has transformed
an $800 loan into one of the leading real estate and
development companies in the building industry. He is
the founder and chairman of A.G. Spanos Companies,
one of the nation’s largest family-owned construction
companies, and his commitment to quality and
integrity are imprinted in the daily operation and
management of the San Diego Chargers as well
as the 10 companies that are wholly owned and
managed by the Spanos family.

REALIZING A DREAM
The success of the A.G. Spanos Companies has

allowed him to pursue many dreams, including owning
a National Football League team.

“I always believed in the pursuit of one’s dreams,”
Spanos said in announcing his intention to buy the
team. “For me, it has been a lifelong goal to own an
NFL team. In buying the San Diego Chargers, I’ve
been able to realize a dream.” On Aug. 1, 1984, the
dream became reality. 

Spanos turned over day-to-day operations of the
Chargers to his eldest son, Dean, in 1994.

A MODEL BUSINESS
Spanos has made family part of his formula for

business success. The A.G. Spanos organization,
including the Chargers, is a family-run operation.
Son, Dean, serves as president-chief executive officer
of the Chargers and president-vice chairman of the
Spanos corporate organization. Son, Michael, man-
ages the construction and development activities of
the company and is the executive vice president of
the Chargers. Alex and his sons are the team behind
each business venture. In addition, Dean’s two
sons-A.G. and John-both hold positions in the
Chargers’ front office. His daughter Dea’s two sons,
Dimitri and Lex Economou, are both working for
A.G. Spanos Companies. Dimitri works in land
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acquisitions for the Southern California division and
Lex heads the construction division in Denver,
Colorado. In addition to the Chargers, the Spanos
companies comprise of the following: A.G. Spanos
Construction, Inc.; A.G. Spanos Management, Inc.;
A.G. Spanos Development, Inc.; A.G. Spanos
Enterprises, Inc.; A.G. Spanos Realty, Inc.; AGS
Financial Corporation; AGS International Corporation;
A.G. Spanos Securities Corporation, A.G. Spanos
Ventures and The Spanos Corporation.

GIVING BACK
Spanos’ community spirit and generosity have paid

countless dividends for San Diego.
When wildfires ravaged San Diego County in

2003, Spanos jumped to the forefront with the single
largest donation-$1 million to aid affected families
and the recovery effort. Spanos and the team also
collected additional funds for the San Diego Fire
Relief Fund, adding another $500,000 to the total.

“My family and I are proud to be a part of the
San Diego community,” said Spanos. “I’m very
fortunate to be in a position to help the city and the
people who have been so supportive of the Chargers
over the years.”

The Chargers Community Foundation, created and
funded by Spanos in 1995 to “help San Diego build
on its strengths by supporting individuals, activities
and organizations that work to make the city a better
place to live,” focuses on youth and education and is a
major source of community support in San Diego.

In March 2000, the Spanos family and the
Foundation introduced the Chargers Champions
program. Over the past eight years, more than $3
million has been contributed to deserving schools,
students and educators, making the Chargers’
commitment unmatched in the San Diego community.
In the past eight years, 159 outstanding high school
juniors have been awarded $7,000 scholarships and
laptop computers. The Chargers Champions program
has also awarded grants to schools as well as
grants and laptop computers to San Diego’s most
deserving educators.

Spanos also has been a strong supporter of high
school sports in San Diego. He annually sponsors the
CIF San Diego Section football championships,
allowing the games to be played in Qualcomm
Stadium. His backing of the San Diego High School
Sports Association and the San Diego County high
school all-star football game led to the game
being named the Alex Spanos All-Star Football Classic
in 1993.
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