
From: Thornton, Terry@CDCR Sent: Tuesday, August 27, 2013 6:02 PMTo: 
'query@motherjones.com'Subject: numerous errors
 
Good afternoon,
 
I am writing about this article 
http://www.motherjones.com/print/232616 authored by Maggie 
Caldwell and Josh Harkinson.
 
I do not know who to send it to, so if this is not the correct place, 
kindly forward this to the appropriate person. I could not find any 
information on your website about how to follow up if there are 
errors that need correcting.
 
First of all, there are 1,198 inmates in the Security Housing Unit 
(SHU) at Pelican Bay State Prison – not 1,500 as you reported. 
You could have called us for this information.
 
There is no such thing as “solitary confinement” in California 
prisons.
 
Inmates are not “thrown” into the SHU “without any due process.”
 
Inmates in the SHU are not “denied the contact of others.” There is 
no “sensory deprivation.” This is a myth.
 
I have attached three sworn statements filed in a federal court. Two 
are from inmates Elrod and Zubiate, who live in the SHU at 
Pelican Bay State Prison. The third is from Pelican Bay Associate 
Warden R. Swift. These sworn statements give an accurate 
description of the SHU and its conditions of confinement. The 
inmates also explain the motivations for this third hunger strike.
 
The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
(CDCR) does not “advocate” any of the practices this article 
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discusses. There are numerous court monitors, special masters, 
court experts, oversight from external agencies, and other external 
reviews of all of CDCR’s prisons, including Pelican Bay State 
Prison. Prisons are managed pursuant to the U.S. Constitution, 
federal and state laws and departmental policies. Moreover, Pelican 
Bay was one of five prisons recently accredited by the American 
Correctional Association after a rigorous audit: 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2013/08/american-correctional-
association.html
 
In fact, CDCR is lessening its reliance on indeterminate housing in 
its SHUs. CDCR has conducted hundreds of case by case reviews 
of validated inmates and released hundreds of inmates from the 
SHU into general population housing. See this press release for the 
most current statistics: 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2013/08/hunger-strike-update.html
 
There were two mass hunger strikes in 2011 – not one. The first 
one lasted nearly 3 weeks – not one month. 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2011/07/statement-by-cdcr-on-
inmate-hunger.html
 
The second hunger strike in 2011 started Sept. 26: 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2011/09/cdcr-releases-information-
on-inmate.html
 
Here is additional information about the second hunger strike in 
2011:
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2011/10/cdcr-updates-information-
about-inmate.html
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2011/10/cdcr-announces-end-to-
mass-hunger.html
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2011/10/all-inmates-have-resumed-
eating.html
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CDCR has relocated some inmates on a hunger strike for medical 
reasons. If you had bothered to contact us, we would have told you 
this. There was no need for you to speculate the reasons for 
transfers of hunger strikers.
 
CDCR implemented system-wide reforms last October: 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2012/11/cdcr-implementing-its-new-
gang.html These reforms were not as a result of the two hunger 
strikes in 2011. This effort started in May 2011. The reforms are 
the right thing to do.
 
Regarding the suicide of inmate Billy Sell, please see this press 
release: http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2013/07/mass-hunger-
strike-update.html
 
You would do well to contact the Kings County Coroner for the 
official cause of death.
 
Finally, please see this fact sheet for CDCR’s responses to hunger 
strikers’ five core demands and 40 supplemental demands: 
http://cdcrtoday.blogspot.com/2013/08/cdcrs-responses-to-hunger-
strikers.html
 
If you intended this piece to be an opinion-editorial, you should 
have identified it as such. Describing the article as an effort to 
“explain” the hunger strike with no input whatsoever from CDCR 
is journalistically irresponsible and not in keeping with your 
magazine’s reputation of providing “smart, fearless journalism” 
that “keeps people informed.”
 
Thank you for your attention to our concerns. If you have any 
questions, feel free to follow up with us.
 
Terry Thornton
Deputy Press Secretary
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