
  

 

 

 

 

July 1, 2013 

 

NYS Joint Commission on Public Ethics 

Attn: Programs Operator 

540 Broadway 

Albany, NY 12207 

 

To the Joint Commission on Public Ethics;  

 

Family Planning Advocates of New York (FPA) writes to seek an exemption from disclosing all 

sources of contributions.  FPA is a 501(c)(4) organization that represents New York’s family planning 

providers, including the state’s ten Planned Parenthood affiliates.  FPA’s primary activities involve 

issues of significant public concern and attention: support for abortion rights and access, public 

funding for reproductive health services and in the past legislative session, lobbying efforts in 

support of the Women’s Equality Agenda, including the provision that would codify the rights 

established in the Supreme Court case Roe v. Wade into New York law.  

 

FPA seeks to be exempt from disclosing its sources of income as we are concerned that disclosure 

will result in harm, threats, harassment or reprisals to the sources or individuals identified or to 

property affiliated with the sources. The topic of abortion generates significant opposition, and FPA’s 

members are regularly the subjects of protests and picketing by abortion opponents. The employees 

of many of our members have been personally subjected to protester activity at their homes as have 

individuals whose only connection was to perform a non-healthcare related service including 

cleaning services and building construction. Some of FPA’s members have obtained injunctions 

against specific individuals.  Since 1993, eight individuals have been murdered in the United States 

by abortion opponents, including a physician who provided health care services for one of FPA’s 

members, who was murdered in his home by an abortion opponent in October of 1998. FPA and its 

members are also the frequent recipients of bizarre and/or threatening mail and other 

communications.   

 

FPA is very concerned that disclosure of its sources of funding will subject those sources to harm. 

Disclosure could also harm FPA’s ability to seek contributions from individual donors who would be 

reluctant to be publicly identified because of the potential for reprisals. FPA believes the well-

established and documented history of threats, harassment and harm that abortion providers and 

supporters have experienced justifies the granting of an exemption. 

 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
 

M. Tracey Brooks 

President and CEO 


