
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

AT KNOXVILLE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
)
)

v. ) No. 3:13-CR-09
) Reeves/Shirley
)

ROCKY JOE HOUSTON )
______________________________________________________________________

MOTION TO REVIEW APPOINTMENT OF COUNSEL
______________________________________________________________________

Comes counsel for defendant, Robert R. Kurtz, and respectfully moves the Court 

for a hearing to determine the status of the appointment of counsel.  In support of this 

motion, undersigned counsel would show as follows:

1. Rocky Houston is charged with violations of 18 U.S.C. §922(g)(1) in a 

fourteen count indictment filed on January 15, 2013.  

2. Undersigned counsel was appointed as counsel of record on July 8, 2013. 

3. Since the time of undersigned counsel's appointment, a conflict between 

the attorney and client has developed as to whether certain motions will 

be filed in this case.  

4. The defendant has insisted that specific motions be filed.  Undersigned 

counsel has not filed the requested motions.  

5. In addition, a conflict has developed between the attorney and client in 

terms of trial strategy, defense theory and the proof that the defense 

anticipates would be presented at trial.  
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6. Specifically, the defendant insists that certain evidence be presented to 

the jury, certain witnesses be subpoenaed to trial and certain theories 

advanced in support of his defense.  Undersigned counsel's trial strategy 

is not consistent with the defendant's. 

7. Based upon these conflicts, the defendant has requested that this motion 

be filed.  

 In addition, the the Defendant continues to assert that undersigned counsel 

should be disqualified due to real and obvious conflicts of interest.  Specifically, the 

Defendant states that undersigned counsel was appointed by the Court when the 

Court's impartiality might reasonably be questioned (28 U.S.C. §455(a)) and because 

the Court has a personal bias or prejudice concerning the Defendant (28 U.S.C. 

§455(b)(1)).  Defendant continues to assert that this has resulted in violations of his 6 th 

and 14th Amendment rights.  The Defendant continues to assert that he is entitled to 

effective counsel not tainted by any alleged conflict.  The Defendant has requested that 

this motion be filed on his behalf.  

 For the foregoing reasons, undersigned counsel requests a hearing on this 

motion to determine the staus of his representation in this case.    

Respectfully submitted on July 26, 2013.

s/ Robert R. Kurtz                 
Robert R. Kurtz
BPR No. 020832
Stanley & Kurtz, PLLC
422 S. Gay Street, Suite 301
Knoxville, TN 37902
865/522-9942
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that on July 26, 2013, a copy of the foregoing 
document was filed electronically. Notice of this filing will be sent by operation of the 
Court’s electronic filing system to all parties indicated on the electronic filing receipt.  
Parties may access this filing through the Court’s electronic filing system.

s/ Robert R. Kurtz
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