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The Honorable Gow Fields 

City of Lakeland 

228 S. Massachusetts Avenue  

Lakeland, Florida 33801 

 

Dear Mayor Fields, 

 

 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Polk County Legislative Delegation’s position on how 

to best deal with the recent crises involving the Lakeland Police Department. 

 

  

We find the State Attorney’s report on the behavior of the LPD officials to be shocking, revolting and a 

clear cause for action.  A culture which, at best lacks professionalism and at worst encourages the 

reckless behavior of LDP officials, is apparently pervasive and is an embarrassment to our community.  

This culture has unfortunately eroded the public's confidence in the Lakeland Police Department. 

 

 

Fortunately, Polk County’s chief law enforcement officer is one of the finest law enforcement officials 

in Florida. Our recommendation is to invite Polk County Sheriff Grady Judd to work with City officials 

to make the proper reforms to the Lakeland Police Department.  We have discussed this concept with the 

Sheriff and he is willing to help, if asked. 

 

 

Sheriff Judd will save the City of Lakeland from paying large fees to private consulting firms. The 

Sheriff knows our community and will be able to make recommendations that fit our city’s needs from 

day one. Most importantly, Sheriff Judd has the respect and trust of our community and of the State of  

Florida.  We believe that level of respect and trust is sorely needed at this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



We, as a delegation, stand ready to solicit assistance from the FDLE, the Attorney General’s office or 

other appropriate state agencies to take any necessary action to ensure restored public confidence in 

local law enforcement.  We know you understand that a lack of meaningful action is not an option in this 

instance. 

 

 

Our hope is that you will thoroughly review our recommendation and give it your full and serious 

consideration.   

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

 
 

Representative Seth McKeel, Chairman 

Polk County Legislative Delegation 

 

 
 

Senator Kelli Stargel, Vice Chair 

Polk County Legislative Delegation 

 

 

 

CC:  Justin Troller, Commissioner 

        Phillip Walker, Commissioner 

        Keith Merritt, Commissioner 

        Edie Yates, Commissioner 

        Don Selvage, Commissioner 

        R. Howard Wiggs, Commissioner 

        Douglas B. Thomas, City Manager 

        Press 

 

 


