
 
 

 
Dear Colleagues: 

 

In November 2010, the California Department of Public Health conducted a survey of the 

UC Irvine Dialysis Center in Orange. Such surveys are scheduled every three years as 

part of Medicare’s statutory responsibility to monitor dialysis centers and end-stage renal 

care in the United States. The last such survey occurred in January 2003. 

 

On Feb. 10, 2011, the department shared the results with UC Irvine staff and requested 

changes in our infection control practices, building maintenance and administration. The 

requested changes had already been accomplished and the university expects CDPH to 

accept the plan of correction filed on Feb. 25, 2011. The agency will conduct a follow-up 

survey in the coming months before issuing a recommendation to the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services. 

 

The survey’s findings do not include any issues at UC Irvine Medical Center, which fully 

complies with all Medicare conditions of participation. The dialysis center is classified as 

a physician practice operating under the School of Medicine and is not part of the 

hospital.  

 

Immediately following the November survey, the university instituted a top-down review 

and made all changes CDPH requested along with others designed to improve the 

center’s operation. This included appointing a new medical director and nurse manager, 

revamping infection control practices and the collection and analysis of health data about 

patients and their treatments. The university also improved the center’s physical 

environment. 

 

UC Irvine is proud of the care it provides those experiencing end-stage renal disease. Its 

annual observed mortality rate is the lowest in Orange County and better than state and 

the national averages – 11 percent at UC Irvine compared to 18 percent in California and 

20 percent nationally. In addition, its patient infection rates are among the lowest in 

Orange County and are below state and county averages. Patient coverage provided by 

faculty physicians and fellows exceeds Medicare standards.  

 

The university remains committed to providing compassionate and high quality dialysis 

care to our community into the future.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ralph V. Clayman, M.D.   Terry A. Belmont 

Dean, UC Irvine School of Medicine  Chief Executive Officer 

      UC Irvine Medical Center 

 

 


