
I helped set up and facilitate the public hearing held last September in Seattle on the Hanford Dangerous 
Waste Permit. The hearing was led by Ecology and did not include any participation from DOE. I can 
safely say there was no denial of a leaking tank by any state or federal officials at that hearing.  Although 
a DOE representative did attend the hearing as a member of the audience – which was only about 25 
people – he did not make any comments. And Ecology had no authority to confirm or deny a leak, nor 
did we have knowledge of the sampling results. At the time of the hearing, the state was still awaiting 
DOE’s determination on whether AY-102 was actually leaking.  

I also take exception with the assertion that the public was somehow discouraged from commenting on 
tanks. The comment period was originally set to close on September 30. However, in part due to news 
about the possibility of a leaking tank, the comment period was extended to October 22 to give people 
more time to comment. Nobody was “denied” the chance to comment on double-shell tanks at that 
hearing or during any other time in the comment period. Ecology received nearly 5,000 comments on 
the permit during last year’s public comment period, and many of the comments we received addressed 
concerns about tanks. All of these comments will be considered when revising the permit.   

In addition, the end of that comment period was certainly not the last opportunity for the public to 
provide input on tanks. When DST closure plans are added to the permit in the future, this will require 
significant modifications, which will include a robust public process with additional hearings and ample 
opportunity for public comment. 
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