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 Government in more than 200 programs within 
13 different agencies.  The Budget is proposing a 
bold reorganization of STEM education programs 
into four key areas:  k-12 instruction; undergrad-
uate education; graduate fellowships; and educa-
tion activities that typically take place outside 
the classroom, all with a focus on increasing par-
ticipation and opportunities for individuals from 
groups historically underrepresented in these 
fields.  This reorganization involves a consolida-
tion of 90 of these programs and realignment of 
ongoing STEM education activities to improve the 
delivery, impact, and visibility of STEM efforts.  
Nearly $180 million would be redirected from pro-
grams across the Government to the Department 
of Education, NSF, and the Smithsonian Institu-
tion.  The Department of Education’s role will in-
clude developing STEM innovation networks to 
reform STEM instruction and supporting Master 
Teachers who can serve as a national resource for 
improving STEM teaching and learning.  NSF will 
focus on efforts to improve STEM undergraduate 
education and to reform graduate fellowships so 
they reach more students and align with national 
needs.  The Smithsonian Institution will improve 
the reach of informal education activities by en-
suring they are aligned with State standards and 
are relevant to the classroom.

Modernize, Streamline, and Strengthen 
the Delivery of Training and Employment 
Services.  As the economy changes, Federal 
training and employment programs must con-
tinually innovate and adapt to help American 
workers gain the skills they need to find new jobs 
and careers.  Today more than 40 programs at 11 
Federal agencies deliver job training and employ-
ment services.  We should be doing everything we 
can to make it easier for Americans to find a job or 
build their skills for a better one, and for employ-
ers who need to find well-qualified workers.  The 
Administration is therefore exploring opportuni-
ties to revisit how the Federal Government funds 
job training and employment services, including 
the possibility of reorganizing some of the exist-
ing training programs that serve overlapping 
populations.  For example, the Budget proposes 
a universal displaced worker program that will 
reach up to a million workers a year with a set 

of core services, combining the best elements of 
two more narrowly-targeted programs.  Any re-
form must ensure that the needs of particularly 
vulnerable job-seekers and workers continue to 
be met and ensure greater accountability and 
transparency about the performance of federally 
supported job training providers and programs.  
The Administration looks forward to working 
with the Congress and other stakeholders on job 
 training reform in the coming year.  

Reform TVA.  Since its creation in the 1930s 
during the Great Depression, the federally owned 
and operated Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) 
has been producing low-cost electricity and man-
aging natural resources for a large portion of the 
Southeastern United States.  TVA’s power service 
territory includes most of Tennessee and parts of 
Alabama, Georgia, kentucky, Mississippi, North 
Carolina, and Virginia, covering 80,000 square 
miles and serving more than nine million people.  
TVA is a self-financing Government corporation, 
funding operations through electricity sales and 
bond financing.  In order to meet its future capac-
ity needs, fulfill its environmental responsibili-
ties, and modernize its aging generation system, 
TVA’s current capital investment plan includes 
more than $25 billion of expenditures over the 
next 10 years.  However, TVA’s anticipated capi-
tal needs are likely to quickly exceed the agency’s 
$30 billion statutory cap on indebtedness.  Reduc-
ing or eliminating the Federal Government’s role 
in programs such as TVA, which have achieved 
their original objectives and no longer require 
Federal participation, can help put the Nation 
on a sustainable fiscal path.  Given TVA’s debt 
constraints and the impact to the Federal defi-
cit of its increasing capital expenditures, the 
 Administration intends to undertake a strategic 
review of options for addressing TVA’s financial 
situation, including the possible divestiture of 
TVA, in part or as a whole.  

Realign and Streamline GSA Operations.  
The General Services Administration (GSA) pro-
vides real estate, acquisition, and technology 
services to the Federal Government.  A more ef-
ficient and effective GSA translates into cost sav-
ings for Federal agencies and taxpayers.  Based 


