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SATURDAY, FEB. 2, 2013 
 

The School Board has charged me with the safety of our children and the security of our 

schools.  That is a responsibility I take extremely seriously, and I can assure you that I work hard 

every day to keep our kids safe in the KCS. 

 

When deficiencies were highlighted in security systems at two schools in 2011, we addressed 

the issues, made sure that systems at HVA and Powell were working and the schools were 

secure.  The contract with the vendor PSCD terminated and we worked with our new contractor 

Simplex/Grinnell to inspect all security panels and systems across the school district and ensure 

that they were working properly. 

 

We identified the issues, and we responded appropriately.  That’s what we do.    

 

At this time, I am confident that our security alarm systems, fire protection systems, and video 

monitoring systems are operating appropriately and functioning properly. They’re doing what 

they’re supposed to do to help keep our students safe.  However, I would certainly be 

amenable if the School Board determines that there is value in having another independent 

organization review our systems in order to reassure our stakeholders.  

 

With respect to Steve Griffin, I was made aware in 2011 that his son-in-law had worked for 

PSCD for a period of about 2 years, from 2008 to 2010.  When I asked questions about it, we 

found there were no contracting decisions made during that time, and that the son-in-law had 

specialized skills from his service as a communications specialist in the Army that would have 

been attractive to any electronic systems company.  I believed that there was no impropriety.   

 

Last night, Mr. Griffin disclosed to me that he had made two social trips with the proprietor of 

PSCD.  This new information led me to believe a full investigation into Mr. Griffin’s relationship 

with PSCD is warranted, and I placed him on administrative leave pending that investigation. 
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The safety of our children is our highest priority in the Knox County Schools every single day.  I 

will continue to do everything in my power to keep our children safe in the Knox County 

Schools.     


