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Good afternoon.  I am Karen Carson, Chair of the Knox County Board of 

Education.  We are here this afternoon to address misinformation, present facts, 

and address any confusion or concerns that may exist regarding electronic 

security systems in place in our schools. 

 

Before we begin, I want to be clear:  the safety and security of our students and 

our staff is the number one priority every day.  It has been and will continue to 

be.  We go to extraordinary lengths to ensure we provide a safe learning 

environment for our student and educators. 

 

There have been several media reports over the course of the past two days 

regarding security systems in place in the Knox County Schools.  These reports 

focused on Hardin Valley Academy and Powell Middle School and the deficiencies 

that were identified there in terms of security systems.  Given that, I’d like to go 

over a timeline addressing these two areas.  We have also provided a handout for 

you to keep and use in your reporting. 

 

As you can see, looking at this timeline, the Knox County Schools had an 

appropriate and immediate response to the security systems concerns.  In fact, 

anytime there is a security concern…the Knox County Schools has had an 

IMMEDIATE and appropriate response.  It is our HIGHEST priority. 

 



As I read some of the comments from our community leaders who are calling for 

an immediate review of our security systems…I can fully understand it.  We feel 

the same way too.  Around the time the deficiencies were fully identified in the 

Stancell Electric report 2 years ago, the contract with PSCD terminated.  We then 

directed a full and comprehensive review of all security systems in all of our 

schools to be done by SimplexGrinnell.  Concerns found by SimplexGrinnell were 

addressed and corrected.   

Based on the independent review conducted by SimplexGrinnell and the ongoing 

monitoring of security systems in each of our schools, I am confident that our 

systems are working correctly and as they are intended to do to protect our 

schools. 

 

At this point, I would expect the board to address this in our work session on 

Monday to determine if further action should be taken or if a more extensive 

review is in order. 

 

Finally, it is my intention, and the intent of the Board, to be as open and direct 

about any concerns regarding student safety.  What we DON’T intend to do, 

however, is turn the serious issue of student safety into an opportunity to make 

political advances or grandstand in any way.  This is not an issue of politics...the 

safety of our children should never be a political issue.    

 

And now I’ll turn it over to Dr. McIntyre for further comments.  

 


