
From:   Janet Barresi

Sent time:   Friday, August 12, 2011 5:06:33 PM

To:  

Bennett, Tony; patricia@excelined.org; Barresi, Janet; Barresi, Janet Asst Becky Woodie; Barresi, Janet Comm Dir Damon
Gardenhire; Barresi, Janet COS Jennifer Carter; Robinson, Gerard; Bennett, Tony Asst Debbie Downing; Bennett, Tony Asst
Jennifer Outlaw; Bowen, Stephen; Bowen, Stephen; Cerf, Chris; Cerf, Chris Asst Helene Leona; Cerf, Chris Special Asst
Andrew Smarick; Gist, Deborah; Huffman, Kevin; Huffman, Kevin COS Emily Barton; Pastorek, Paul; Pastorek, Paul Asst
Christina Rose; Jaryn Emhof (jaryn@excelined.org); Robinson, Gerard scheduler Joseph Morgan; Skandera, Hanna; Skandera,
Hanna COS Cathie Carothers; Skandera, Hanna Policy Leighann Lenti; Skanders, Hanna Scheduler Bernadette Tennyson;
Smith, Eric; cc "Christy Hovanetz (christyh@excelined.org)"; Deirdre Finn (dfinn@excelined.org); Erin Price (Erin@excelined.org);
Fonda Anderson (fonda@excelined.org); Joanna Hassell (Joanna@afloridapromise.org); John Bailey
(john.bailey@dutkoworldwide.com); Mandy Clark (mandy@excelined.org); Mary Laura Bragg (MaryLaura@excelined.org); Matt
Ladner (ladner55@gmail.com); Matthew Ladner (Matthew@Excelined.org); Bennett, Tony COS Heather Neal; Paula Noor
(Pnoor@excelined.org)

Subject:   Waiver Request from Oklahoma

Attachments:   USDE Waiver under NCLB.docx    
 

Good afternoon:
I was asked by my Governor to compose this letter that would go out to Duncan next week.  The internal politics of
this is that Gov. Fallin does not want our waiver request to appear to be skirting the work of Congress r chairman
Klein.  I agree with that.  This is why we are asking for a three year waiver with an option to go an additional year.
 Please note that I am sending you a draft that will be a work in progress with the governor next week.  Comments?
Janet Barresi



Secretary Duncan: 
 
We write to provide recommendations to the U.S. Department of Education on the pending release of 
guidelines for state waivers from federal No Child Left Behind requirements. With this letter, the state 
of Oklahoma also makes a formal request to be considered as part of the USDE waiver plan. 
 
We strongly urge that any path toward an offer of NCLB waivers should be focused on five goals: the 
plan should offer a bridge to reauthorization of ESEA; blanket waivers should not be offered; the plan 
should grant flexibility only to those states that have demonstrated bold reforms, an effort to 
implement rigorous standards and an emphasis on accountability.  In addition, the plan should adhere 
to guiding principles provided by Chiefs for Change in its Statement of Principles for Reauthorization 
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (May 19, 2011). 
 
No Child Left Behind has been a positive and bipartisan reform -- an important step toward a better 
understanding, acceptance and implementation of accountability. Any waivers granted by USDE 
should focus on addition, not subtraction, to this important progress.  
 
The center of gravity for education policy and reform has shifted to the state level. States like 
Oklahoma are leading. Our state’s experience can provide a blueprint for increased accountability, 
even as the USDE’s waiver plan provides greater flexibility for state systems. This year, Oklahoma 
turned the corner toward true reform, and we’d like to outline that progress briefly here: 
 3R Agenda - Under the policy framework of the 3R Agenda to rethink, restructure and reform 

Oklahoma’s education system, Oklahoma’s State Legislature advanced a bold package of 
legislation in the 2011 legislative session, which included ending social promotion after the 
third grade for children who aren’t reading proficiently at grade level; the implementation of an 
A-F report card on individual school performance; and a new Opportunity Scholarship program 
to offer parents greater choice in the state. 

 Longitudinal Data - As part of the 3R Agenda, and a broad P-20 agenda, the State Department of 
Education is beginning the process of a adopting a comprehensive, user-friendly, accessible 
and robust longitudinal data system that will drive decision-making within classrooms, schools 
and school districts.  Our data system will not only meet the requirements of the America 
Competes Act and ARRA, but will also support our efforts to improve outcomes for our 
students from Pre-K through post secondary education and into the workforce. 

 Chiefs for Change - Oklahoma State Superintendent Janet Barresi is a part of the reform-minded 
Chiefs for Change organization, ten education leaders who share a common approach toward 
improving the nation’s education system. As mentioned, Chiefs for Change has already 
provided USDE with a Statement of Principles for Reauthorization of the Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act. We urge that the guiding principles in this document should be 
adhered to in developing guidelines for NCLB waivers. 

 TLE Commission - Oklahoma is now halfway through the work of its Teacher and Leader 
Effectiveness Commission. The commission is working on details of the state's new Teacher 
and Leader Effectiveness (TLE) Evaluation System. Rules for the new system will be drafted 
by December. 

 State-led Standards - Oklahoma is on the governing board of the Partnership for Assessment of 
Readiness for College and Careers, a state-led initiative working together to develop a 
common set of K-12 assessments in English and math anchored in what it takes to be ready 
for college and careers. Oklahoma will develop its own curricula utilizing standards growing out 
of the work of PARCC. 

Based on this track record of reform that Oklahoma has already established, the state seeks the 
following for any waiver plan: 
 Growth model for accountability - A removal of AYP requirements that should offer growth 

models for districts. Oklahoma is examining several growth models, such as those utilized in 
Indiana and Colorado. 

 Flexibility on spending federal Title funds - Oklahoma and other states should be granted the 
capability of utilizing funds in Title I, Title II, Title VII and other areas in the most effective and 
efficient way within districts for targeted purposes without the burdensome process currently in 
place. The goal should be to shift toward a block grants model. 

 Limited timetable - Waivers should be limited to three years. A “ticking clock” on any waivers 
should emphasize the need for reauthorization of ESEA. This will provide congressional 
leaders with time to forge an agreement. U.S. House Education Committee Chairman Kline 
has provided unwavering leadership on reauthorization of ESEA, and waivers should not be 
seen as a way to bypass the important work Congress is doing. 
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 Tied to reforms - Waivers should be contingent on states like Oklahoma continuing the current 
path of reform. Waivers should be pulled back if states balk at commitments they have already 
made on reforms. 

 Flexibility for Performance - Districts that are performing well should be granted greater 
autonomy in accountability, use of state and federal dollars and professional development 
while districts performing poorly should face tighter controls from state education chiefs. 
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