
Hagel’s Record on Iran Sanctions 

 

 Hagel did not cosponsor the Iran Counter-Proliferation Act of 2007, which urged the president to 

designate the Revolutionary Guard Corps as a foreign terrorist organization. Seventy-two 

Senators, including then Senators Obama and Biden as well as Senator Kerry, cosponsored the 

bill. 

 

 In July 2001, the Senate overwhelmingly passed the Iran and Libya Sanctions Act (S.994), which 

requires the president to “penalize” foreign companies that invest more than $20 million in Iran’s 

energy sector. The extension passed 96-2. Senator Hagel voted against this measure. Then Senator 

Biden and Senator Kerry both voted for the bill. 

 

 ABC News reported that on August 2008, Hagel opposed the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, 

Accountability and Divestment Act in the Senate Banking Committee, as it passed on a 19 – 2 

vote. With Hagel no longer in the Senate, the measure passed 99-0 in 2010. Kerry voted for it, and 

Obama signed it that year. 

 

 Hagel Was “Solely Responsible” For Blocking An Iran Sanctions Bill In 2008. “If, given the 

prevailing political winds on Iran, it sounds strange that Republicans would have blocked a get-

tough measure on the Islamic Republic — there’s an explanation. According to a congressional 

aide who spoke on background to the Huffington Post, Nebraska Sen. Chuck Hagel is solely 

responsible for the hold on the bill. (Request for confirmation from Hagel’s press office was not 

immediately returned.)” (Seth Colter Walls, “Dems Blame Senate GOP For Blocking Iran 

Sanctions Bill,” The Huffington Post, 11/3/08) 

 

 According to the National Jewish Democratic Council, in June 2004, Hagel refused to sign a letter 

urging President Bush to highlight Iran's nuclear program at the G-8 summit and in August 2006, 

Senator Hagel was one of only 12 Senators who refused to write the EU asking it to declare 

Hezbollah a terrorist organization. 

 

 According to Breitbart, Senator Hagel refused to co-sign a letter to President Bill Clinton in 

October 2000 that expressed solidarity with Israel and condemned the Palestinian Authority 

campaign of violence.  

 

 According to the Wall Street Journal, in 2008 Senator Hagel endorsed engagement with Syria's 

Bashar Assad and North Korea's Kim Jong Il, and he was especially keen on engagement with 

Iran, enthusing at one point that "Iran had rights for women long before many countries in the 

world. Women could vote, I actually think before they could vote in America." (Iranian women 

were enfranchised only in 1963, thanks to the Shah.) 

 

 In 2007, Hagel voted against an amendment to the Defense Authorization Bill that labeled the 

Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps A Terrorist Organization. “ (Dan Balz, “Iran Becomes An 

Issue In Democratic Contest,” The Washington Post, 10/25/07) 

 

 The Associated Press reported that Iran's Foreign Ministry said it is hopeful that the appointment 

of Senator Hagel would improve relations between Tehran and the U.S. Iranian ministry 

spokesman Ramin Mehmanparast said that Tehran was hopeful that there would be "practical 

changes" to U.S. foreign policy, and that nations would change their attitude towards the U.S. if it 

respected their rights.  
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