
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Dec. 14, 2012 Pam Hunter 760.773.2589

Executive Director, 
Institutional Advancement/
Title V Project Director

 

COD President Provides an Update on FTE
at Board of Trustee Meeting

 
PALM DESERT, CA—At the Board of Trustees meeting on Friday, Dec. 14, 
Superintendent/President Dr. Joel Kinnamon provided an update on the Full 
Time Equivalent Student (FTES) matter.  
 
Kinnamon began his update by stating, “There is no evidence that any 
individual benefitted financially from the misreported FTE.”  College of the 
Desert fully cooperated in the independent review conducted by the Fiscal 
Crisis Management Assistance Team.  FCMAT was created by legislation 
in 1992 as an independent and external state agency. FCMAT’s mission 
is to provide proactive and preventive fiscal, business and management 
services that help local educational agencies comply with fiscal accountability 
standards and incorporate best practices. 
 
“We have received the report from FCMAT and are taking serious actions 
regarding all findings and associated recommendations. “  He went on to 
outline specific actions he has taken in response to the issue:
 

• Requested the Fiscal Crisis & Management Assistance Team (FCMAT) 
provide a Management Report detailing best practices and systemic 
checks and balances recommended for College of the Desert.  A 
FCMAT representative will work directly with Kinnamon to function as a 
“third party” to validate the 2011/12 FTE Report prior to submission to 
the California Community College Chancellor’s Office.

• An external forensic accountant will review all relevant issues related 
to FTE reporting. The accountant will report directly to the President so 
that Kinnamon can evaluate and analyze the information gathered.

• The Board of Trustees’ counsel and the college president are working 
to ensure that all necessary steps are taken to address past and 
present issues related to the matter.

 
Kinnamon is also continuing to work with the Chancellor’s Office on the 
issue and has informed them of the steps he has taken. Prior to the end of 
January, he will be meeting with the Chancellor’s Office to update them on 
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all findings and progress.
 
The Chancellor’s Office has lowered College of the Desert’s funded base to 
reflect the adjusted FTE. The financial impact of the corrected calculation is 
approximately $630,000 per year.  Kinnamon and the Chancellor’s Office 
are working to develop a multi-year reimbursement plan. Kinnamon and 
the Board of Trustees are committed to rectifying the situation in a timely 
manner with minimal impact on students and learning.  
 
“Although we have been faced with a number of challenges in the last 
few months, they in no way reflect the dedication of the faculty and staff 
of COD,” Kinnamon stated.  “We are here to continue providing a quality 
education to our students, to prepare them for higher education, future jobs 
and careers and a better life for all of us that live in the Coachella Valley.”  
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