
 

 
 
Resolution Number 12-1 
Approved March 20, 2012 
Austin, Texas 
 
As certified by 
R. Steven Brown 
Executive Director 
 

CHALLENGES OF ACHIEVING SIGNIFICANT GREENHOUSE GAS (GHG) EMISSIONS 
REDUCTIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the United States is among 195 parties to ratify the United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change (UNFCCC), which has as its ultimate objective the “stabilization of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with 
the climate system” (Article 2); and 
 
WHEREAS, the United States is among the developed and developing countries (including all major 
emitting countries) that have communicated to the UNFCCC Secretariat economy-wide emission 
reduction targets and nationally appropriate mitigation actions, and the United States emission reduction 
target references emissions reductions on the order of 80 percent below 2005 levels by 2050; and 
 
WHEREAS, in the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2008, U.S. Congress mandated that the National 
Academy of Sciences “establish the Climate Change Study Committee to investigate and study…issues 
relating to global climate change and make recommendations regarding what steps must be taken…,” and 
in May 2011 the National Academy of Sciences released the requested study, America’s Climate Choices; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the States’ positions vary on the need for, or adequacy of, any specific reduction in GHG 
emissions nationally. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE ENVIRONMENTAL COUNCIL OF THE 
STATES (ECOS): 
 
Requests that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) in cooperation with the states 
provide one or more scenarios that will produce an 80 percent reduction in GHG emissions nationally, 
from a 2005 baseline, in 2050 or beyond; 
 
Further requests that U.S. EPA conduct an analysis with state input and review, with a national and 
regional scope, of the cost and benefits associated with each scenario as well as an analysis of the costs 
and benefits of a no-action alternative; 
 
Further requests that U.S. EPA develop in cooperation with the states the scenarios and the requested 
analysis using existing studies as applicable and in consultation with the U.S. Department of Energy and 
other appropriate agencies; and 
 
Finally, recommends that the United States Congress or the Administration provide U.S. EPA and the 
states with new resources required to perform the analysis so as not to detract from any ongoing efforts, 



and this request shall in no way be interpreted as a desire by ECOS to affect the timing of other GHG-
related measures. 
 


