
Gail Wilensky is an economist and senior fellow at Project HOPE, an international health foundation. She directed the 
Medicare and Medicaid programs from 1990 to 1992 and served in the White House as a senior health and welfare 
adviser to President George H.W. Bush. Wilensky currently serves as a trustee of the Combined Benefits Fund of the 
United Mine Workers of America and the National Opinion Research Center, is on the Board of Regents of the Uniformed 
Services University of the Health Sciences, the Visiting Committee of the Harvard Medical School and the Geisinger Health 
System Foundation. She recently served as president of the Defense Health Board, a federal advisory to the secretary of 
defense; was a commissioner on the World Health Organization’s Commission on the Social Determinants of Health; and 
co-chaired the Department of Defense Task Force on the Future of Military Health Care.
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James L. Madara, M.D., serves as executive vice president and CEO of the American Medical Association, the nation’s l
argest physician organization. An accomplished academic medical center physician, medical scientist and administrator, 
Madara has also served as William P. Timmie Professor and chairman of pathology and laboratory medicine at the Emory 
University School of Medicine. He then assumed Thompson Distinguished Service Professorship and deanship at the 
University of Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine. 
 
Madara has served as president of the American Board of Pathology and as editor-in-chief of the American Journal of 
Pathology. A past recipient of a MERIT Award from the National Institute of Health, he recently received the Davenport 
Award for lifetime achievement in gastrointestinal disease from the American Physiological Society. Most recently, 
Madara served as senior adviser with Leavitt Partners, an innovative health care consulting firm started by former 
Secretary of Health and Human Services Mike Leavitt.
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Dan Mendelson is CEO of Avalere Health, a Washington, D.C.-based strategic advisory company. He founded the 
firm in 2000, and it has grown to employ 170 experts focused on commercial strategy issues in health care. Avalere’s 
client base includes Fortune 500 health care companies, startup innovators, financial services companies, government 
agencies and major medical foundations. Avalere deploys its intellectual property through products, modeling and 
structured advisory service offerings that span technology, services, institutional and government policy concerns.
 
From 1998 to 2000, Mendelson served as associate director for health at the Office of Management and Budget, the 
White House office responsible for creating the president’s budget and for coordinating policy across the executive 
branch. He supervised a staff of 75 and was responsible for the full health care portfolio, including Medicare, Medicaid, 
NIH, CDC and FDA. Prior to working at the OMB, Mendelson was senior vice president of The Lewin Group, now 
owned by United Healthcare. During his eight-year tenure, he managed a transnational pharmaceutical and medical 
device practice and helped guide both Value Health and Quintiles on acquisitions.
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Richard J. Umbdenstock became president and CEO of the American Hospital Association on Jan. 1, 2007. Previously, 
he was the elected the AHA Board’s chairman in 2006. The AHA leads, represents and serves more than 5,000 member 
hospitals, health systems and other health care organizations as well as 42,000 individual members. 
 
Umbdenstock’s career includes experience in hospital administration; health system governance, management and 
integration; association governance and management; HMO governance; and health care governance consulting. He 
has written several books and articles for the health care board audience and has authored national survey reports for the 
AHA, its Health Research Educational Trust and for the American College of Healthcare Executives.
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