
Frances Beinecke – President, NRDC Action Fund, 
An Affiliate of the Natural Resources Defense Council
Frances Beinecke is the president of  the Natural Resources Defense Council. NRDC, one of  the United 
States' most influential environmental action groups, uses law, science and the support of  1.3 million 
members and online activists to advance comprehensive solutions to today's biggest environmental 
challenges. Beinecke has worked with the NRDC for more than 30 years. Prior to becoming president in 
2006, Beinecke served as the organization's executive director for eight years. Under her leadership, the 
NRDC's membership doubled and the staff  grew  to more than 400. She also worked as a member of  the 
NRDC's Water & Coastal Program, fighting to protect marine ecosystems from offshore oil and gas 
development and advocating for sound coastal land use.

Jack Gerard – CEO, American Petroleum Institute
Jack Gerard is president and CEO of  the American Petroleum Institute, the national trade association that 
represents all aspects of  America’s oil and natural gas industry. Gerard has led API since November 2008, 
expanding its membership and influence in all 50 states and globally, adding offices in Dubai and Singa-
pore to its operations in Beijing, enabling API to better inform the public and policymakers on important 
energy issues. Prior to joining API, Gerard served as president and CEO of  the American Chemistry 
Council, and earlier held the same position at the National Mining Association. Gerard also spent close to 
a decade working in the Senate and House. He came to Washington in 1981, and worked for Rep. George 
Hansen.

Karen Alderman Harbert – President and CEO, 
Institute for 21st Century Energy, U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Karen Alderman Harbert is president and chief  executive officer of  the U.S. Chamber of  Commerce’s 
Institute for 21st Century Energy. Harbert leads the institute’s efforts to build support for meaningful 
energy action nationally and internationally through policy development, education and advocacy. Harbert is 
the former assistant secretary for policy and international affairs at the Department of  Energy. She was the 
primary policy adviser to the secretary and to the department on domestic and international energy issues 
including climate change; fossil, nuclear, and renewable energy; and energy efficiency. Harbert was also a 
member of  DOE’s executive board as well as the Credit Review Board. Harbert was the deputy assistant 
administrator for Latin America and the Caribbean at the U.S. Agency for International Development. She 
had oversight of  programs in 11 countries totaling more than $800 million and 1,000 employees.
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Sen. John Hoeven (R-N.D.) – Member, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
On Jan. 5, 2011, John Hoeven was sworn in as North Dakota's 22nd senator after serving 10 years as 
governor for the state. Through his positions on the Appropriations and Energy committees, Hoeven is 
working to implement the same kinds of  policies on a national level that have helped grow and diversify 
North Dakota's economy and create jobs on the state level. This means creating a business climate that 
fosters job growth, developing a national energy policy that encourages development of  both traditional 
and renewable resources, and reducing our budget deficits and national debt. Hoeven believes that with a 
common-sense approach that fosters free enterprise and empowers people, we can build our economy. 
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Jeff Holmstead – Former assistant administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Jeff  Holmstead, former assistant administrator of  the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s 
Office of  Air and Radiation, is one of  the nation's leading air quality lawyers and heads the Environmental 
Strategies Group at Bracewell & Giuliani. Holmstead headed the Office of  Air and Radiation from 2001-05, 
longer than anyone in EPA history. During his tenure, he was the architect of  several of  the agency’s most 
important initiatives, including the Clean Air Interstate Rule, the Clean Air Nonroad Diesel Rule, the 
Mercury Rule for power plants, and the reform of  the New Source Review program. He also oversaw the 
development of  the Bush administration’s Clear Skies legislation and key parts of  its Global Climate 
Change Initiative.

Sen. Joe Manchin (D-W.V.) – Member, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Democratic West Virginia Sen. Joe Manchin was sworn in on Nov. 15, 2010, to fill the seat left vacant by 
the late Sen. Robert Byrd. Manchin is strongly committed to developing a national energy plan that utilizes 
all of  our resources and finally ends our dependence on Middle East oil. He believes that a balanced, 
common-sense approach that considers the needs of  our environment and the demands of  our economy 
can and must be developed if  we are to achieve energy independence within this generation.  Manchin 
currently serves on the Energy and Natural Resources Committee, the Armed Services Committee and the 
Senate Special Committee on Aging —three critical committees that tackle the important work of  address-
ing our nation’s energy needs, stand up for members of  the military and keep our promises to seniors. 

Rep. Ed Whitfield (R-Ky.) – Chairman, House Subcommittee on Energy and Power
Rep. Ed Whitfield was elected to Congress in 1994 as the first Republican to represent Kentucky's 1st 
Congressional District. Whitfield serves as chairman of  the Subcommittee on Energy and Power of  the 
House Energy and Commerce Committee. He is also a member of  the Subcommittee on the Environment 
and Economy and the Subcommittee on Health. Whitfield’s major legislative accomplishments include 
creating the 170,000 acre National Recreation Area at the Land Between the Lakes; introducing and 
passing legislation to create a Health Compensation Program at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant, 
which has paid over $315,000,000 in compensation to 3,139 employees and their survivors; helping to 
create the first Medicare prescription drug benefit plan for seniors; and advocating for the humane 
treatment of  animals. 
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Sen. Mark Udall (D-Colo.) – Member, Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources
Democratic Sen. Mark Udall has represented Colorado in the Senate and House of  Representatives since 
1999. Udall’s assignments on the Armed Services, Energy and Natural Resources, Intelligence, and Aging 
committees give him a platform to address issues important to Colorado, and he is known for reaching 
across party lines to solve problems. For the past year, Udall has been a steadfast advocate for extending 
the wind Production Tax Credit, giving regular speeches on the Senate floor, where he has been joined by a 
bipartisan and bicameral group of  lawmakers. This Congress, he introduced the Department of  Defense 
Energy Security Act to spur the Pentagon’s renewable-energy development to curb its reliance on oil, 
reduce costs and increase troop safety.
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