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Dear Dr. Sparger and Mr. Kidd: 
 
On behalf of New Smyrna Beach High School, I would like to apologize for taking away from the dignity 
of your senior night event this past Friday evening. Please know that I have the utmost respect for each of 
you and appreciate the longstanding tradition of excellence at your school. Mr. Kidd, I have admired the 
high quality of the music that you provide for our communities and appreciate your long standing 
professional program for 26 years. Your influence on our young people is a standard that I too emulate as 
the principal of New Smyrna Beach High School. 
 
In reference to the game incident, it is my hope in the future that we can better prepare a regimented 
protocol for special nights that vary from the normal FHSAA pre-game procedures. As school principal, I 
take responsibility for the fact that during the pre-game warm-ups when the Spruce Creek Band entered 
the field, that our coaches and players did not stop running our last two scripted pre-game plays. This is a 
judgment that we will correct in the future and one that I personally regret occurred during your home 
game.  
 
With all sincerity, I hope that you will accept my apology and share it with your respective students and 
families. Please know that in my heart I truly believe that our players would not try to harm any of the 
band members. Our students are the best part of my job. Please know that our team and coaches work so 
hard to be champions, and we will continue to be champions in all areas; academically, in character 
development, and lastly, athletically.  
 
I ponder the notion that we have more similarities than differences. I would like you to know that four of 
our players tragically lost parents in the past two years. Two players diligently worked to earn the 
necessary grades to play football for the first time during their senior year.  One player is being recruited 
by Harvard, Duke, Purdue, Northwestern and Ohio State University. Also, we have a number of athletes 
currently being recruited not only for their achievements on the field, but for their academic prowess, as 
well. The will to be a “champion” is a long road that requires perseverance, commitment, dedication and 
patience.   
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We are all part of one district. This is a fact that needs to be considered when calmer minds prevail. My 
hope is that our schools will encourage each other’s strengths, and even more importantly, that we will 
support all of our very talented students.  
 
 
Enthusiastically yours, 

 
James R. Tager 
 
JRT/smt 
 
CC:  Dr. Margaret Smith 

Mr. Justin Harrison 
Mr. Lance Jenkins  

 Mr. Gary Marks  
Ms. Annette Martinson 
Mr. Tom Russell 

 Ms. Nancy Wait 
 Mr. Rob Wall 
  


