
Response to Politifact: 

“This money is guaranteed to go to public education” and “provide pre-K for every Shelby child who 

needs it”  

See endnotes for references 

Stand for Children believes Schools need sufficient fundsi, spent wisely. One of the most important ways 

to spend money wisely is through investments in pre-K and early childhood education. This fact has 

been proven from data nationallyii, on the state leveliii, and in local researchiv.  

One of the major reasons that Stand has supported and invested in a campaign to raise awareness and 

support for a county wide sales tax is therefore twofold since ½ of this money is 1.) Guaranteed by State 

Code (67-6-712v) to go to public education following every child in Shelby County, regardless of what 

school or system they attend; and, 2.) Our elected officials, prior to our campaign (9/27/2012), 

committed in significant ways their intentions to allocate dollars towards pre-K, and continue to do sovi.  

With the merger as a background to the current campaign, the momentum to fulfill a huge need in 

Shelby County around early childhood education, particularly pre-K, began with the work of the 

Transition Planning Commission by identifying educational priorities for the district. Their first priority 

approved and recommended to the board of education for the merger was that we ensure, “Every Child 

Ready for School.”vii  This priority of the TPC plan, through the work of the TPC, districts leaders from 

MCS and SCS, and community leaders around early childhood and brain development from the Urban 

Child Institute, resulted in a comprehensive set of recommendations for the merged district.  These 

recommendations resulted in the following proposed measures of success and recommendations, 

#1,3,4,5 were approved by the Shelby County Board of Education on 9/27, per recommendation by the 

Transition Steering Committeeviii: 

1.Measures of success 

• 100% of four-year-olds have access to a high-quality preschool experience (including but not 

limited to district-run Pre-K) 

• TBD% of Kindergarteners meet the Kindergarten readiness indicators 

Recommendations 

2. Shelby County as a community ensures universal access to Pre-Kindergarten for all four-year olds 

in Shelby County, provided by a mix of district-run classrooms, Head Start, and private 

care centers 

a. The district leads the way in ensuring universal access, by adding 2,500 spaces (125 

classrooms) to its Pre-K program over the next five years. This represents enough slots so 



that all children (including students with special needs and students from all economic 

backgrounds) not currently participating in a formal Pre-K 4 program have the opportunity 

to participate. 

b. In this expansion, the district aims to expand Pre-K 4 classrooms in partnership with 

organizations that can provide wrap-around support services 

c. The long-term run-rate cost of this initiative to the district is $15M—which the TPC 

recommends phasing in over five years. This would add 500 spots (or 25 classrooms) per 

year, adding an incremental $3M to the budget each year, starting in FY14. See the 

summary of all investments in the Financial Model chapter (page 172162). 

3. In addition to expanding access to Pre-Kindergarten for four-year-olds, the TPC recommends 

that the community of Pre-K 4 providers—including the district, Head Start, and private care 

centers—focus on quality achieved through: 

a. Use of a single research-based Kindergarten readiness indicator to ensure accountability 

across all programs, and to establish a baseline from which to set district-wide goals for 

improvement 

b. Partnership among the district, Head Start, and private care centers to ensure all Pre-K 4 

programs in Shelby County are high quality, using appropriate research-based 

interventions and preparing students for success in Kindergarten 

c. Considering the expansion of effective teaching work in grades K–12 to district-run Pre-K 4, 

supporting the recruitment, staffing, evaluation, and professional development of Pre-K 4 

teachers 

d. Ensuring the district has interventions that address the needs of students who come to 

Kindergarten without the benefit of Pre-K 4 educational services 

4. The TPC also recognizes the critical importance of child development during the ages 0–4. The 

TPC recommends that the district support community partners, governmental organizations, 



health care providers, and service providers (e.g. public libraries, Books from Birth, Urban 

Child Institute, Tennessee's Early Intervention Services, Support and Training for Exceptional 

Parents) that provide services and resources to families with children in this age range. 

Specifically: 

a. Serve as an information source about 0–4 year-old programs and services to parents and 

families 

b. Collaborate with the Tennessee Early Childhood Training Alliance to co-develop course 

trainings and professional development for certificated personnel 

c. Build a data system that enables integration of data from both the Tennessee Department 

of Education and the Tennessee Department of Human Services so that data and 

information relevant to students’ early development is captured and used to provide better 

support and interventions 

d. Continue to assess students’ health at the point they enter the school district for the first 

time 

5. Because of the critical importance of partnership among the district, community organizations, 

government, public institutions, the faith community, and business leaders in this effort, the 

TPC recommends that a collaborative of these organizations serves as the community’s 

advocate for Shelby County’s early childhood initiative. More detail on this collaborative can 

be found in the Priority 6: Supportive Community Members and Partners section of this chapter 

(recommendation 26). 

Recommendation #2 spells out how the expansion of pre-K in Shelby could take place. The TCS 

(Transition Steering Committee) and administration are waiting to validate numbers pursuant to this 

expansion and will bring those to the board during the newly approved TPC recommendation approval 

process.ix Especially since the budget season has not yet started for 2013-2014 school year, it was 

impossible for the board to make a definite commitment during the Sept. meeting for approval; 

however, to reaffirm the board’s commitment to pre-K, at the same board meeting, the board passed a 

resolution, to make pre-K a funding priorityx, including the language 

 

 



“WHEREAS, in acknowledging and supporting the early childhood education research by 

the Urban Child Institute, the Board values the academic success and well-being of all 

our children and is dedicated and committed to creating a budget that will support 

educational programs and operations designed to perpetuate an educational continuum 

beginning with early childhood (i.e. pre-K programs) through and including 

career/college ready adults, 

 

This commitment was then linked to support for the sales tax to the public, through a 

resolution supported and approved by the board at the October board meeting.xi 

 

The district typically begins the budget in October of the prior year, brings a budget to the 

board for approval in mid-spring, and approved by the funding agency in the summer prior to 

school opening. xii 

 

Furthermore statements from Governor Haslam
xiii

, Memphis Mayor AC Wharton Jr.
xiv

, City 

Council members, and County Commissioners have created a political context and landscape 

supportive of a 2013-2014 pre-K expansion in Shelby County.  

 

The role of the State of TN through annual expansion and growth of the State Voluntary Pre-K 

program will also help Shelby County reach full enrollment of those 4 year olds qualifying by 

needxv, below you will see the numbers and cost of projected full enrollment: 

 

 (This chart shows data directly retrieved from MCS and SCS personnel)  

 
 



We are supportive of the expansion of pre-K through the TPC recommendations, additional revenue (i.e. 

sales tax), prioritization of current funds, and continual growth of the state VPK program.  Pre-k 

expansion, as cited in our mail, hinges on additional revenue. 

There are also currently 500+ families on the waiting lists for current pre-K offerings in Shelby County 

and Memphis schools.  These families represent the real and attainable goal of providing access to pre-K 

to every child in Shelby County who needs it. 

In Summary: 

• Summary of current state: MCS and SCS operated a combined 219 Pre-Kindergarten 
classrooms for 4-year-olds in the 2011–12 school year, serving about 4,380 students (out 
of 4,975 who applied).  

• The Transition Plan recommends that the merged district expand the Pre-K 4 program 
to add 2,500 spots over 5 years. The recommendation is to add 500 spots—25 
classrooms—each year of the 5-year expansion. 

• This represents enough slots so that all children based upon need not currently 
participating in a formal Pre-K 4 program have the opportunity to participate. 

• The  long-term run-rate cost of this initiative to the district is $15M—which the 
TPC recommends phasing in over five years. This would add 500 spots (or 25 
classrooms) per year, adding an incremental $3M to the budget each year, starting in 
FY14. See the summary of all investments in the Financial Model chapter of the TPC 
plan (page 162). 
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 http://standleadershipcenter.org/what-we-stand 
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 http.//nieer.org/resources/research/multistate/fullreport.pdf 
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http://peabody.vanderbilt.edu/docs/pdf/PRI/New%20Initial%20Results%20of%20the%20Evaluation%20of%20TN-

VPK.pdf 

 

iv
 Donahue, S., S. Samiei, M. Sell, A.J. Bush, & D. Imig. 2012. "Evaluating the effects of the Books from 

Birth/Imagination Library early childhood literacy program on family reading practices and kindergarten 

readiness." Under Review. Early Education and Development. 

 
v
 67-6-712.  Distribution of revenue.  [Effective until July 1, 2013. See the version effective on July 1, 2013.] 

 

 (a) The tax levied by a county under this part shall be distributed as follows: 

 



                                                                                                                                                                                           
  (1) One-half (1/2) of the proceeds shall be expended and distributed in the same manner as the county property 

tax for school purposes is expended and distributed; and 

 

  (2) The other one-half (1/2) as follows: 

 

     (A) Collections for privileges exercised in unincorporated areas, to such fund or funds of the county as the 

governing body of the county shall direct; 

 

     (B) Collections for privileges exercised in incorporated cities and towns, to the city or town in which the privilege 

is exercised; 

 

     (C) However, a county and city or town may by contract provide for other distribution of the one-half (1/2) not 

allocated to school purposes. 

 

  (3) Any county, city, town, incorporated area or special school district entitled to receive the proceeds described 

in subdivisions (a)(1) and (2) has the power and authority, by resolution of the governing body thereof, to pledge 

such proceeds to the punctual payment of principal of and interest on bonds, notes or other evidence of 

indebtedness issued for the purpose for which such proceeds are permitted to be spent pursuant to such 

subdivisions (a)(1) and (2); provided, that the pledge by a county of proceeds to which it is entitled under 

subdivision (a)(1) shall not be effective, unless approved by resolution of the county board of education. 
vi
 http://www.urbanchildinstitute.org/articles/research-to-policy/policy/the-transition-plan-for-pre-kindergarten 
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 http://www.ourvoiceourschools.org/sites/346/uploaded/files/NEW_20120803_Transition_Plan_vF_toprint1.pdf 

pg.33 
viii

 http://www.scsk12.org/TSC_Webpage/PDFs/TSC_10-1-12.pdf 

 
ix
 http://www.scsk12.org/TSC_Webpage/PDFs/TSC_10-29-12.pdf 

 
x
 School board resolution in support of making early childhood a priority 

 

http://www.mcsk12.net/eagenda/Shelby%20County%20Board%20of%20Education%20Business%20Meeting%20A

genda--September%2027,%202012%20on%20Thursday,%20September%2027,%202012/5D31CA9C-77CB-4674-

8B70-49C85BB3397E.pdf 

 
xi
 Resolution in support of the County-Wide Sales Tax 

http://www.mcsk12.net/eagenda/Shelby%20County%20Board%20of%20Education%20Business%20Meeting%20A

genda--October%2030,%202012%20on%20Tuesday,%20October%2030,%202012/4D1E0D9D-E1E4-489D-BA17-

34C0A3D3CBF5.pdf 
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 Page 64 of the Memphis 2011-2012 MCS Budget 
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 http://www.memphisdailynews.com/editorial/Article.aspx?id=68748 
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 http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2012/oct/01/memphis-mayor-councilman-announce-support-

for/?print=1 
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 http://tennessee.gov/education/prek/index.shtml 

 


