
 







Shale Gas Lines below: 
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[                               ] 
 
From an upstream perspective, I don’t think we have any specific comments to make on the 
report but I can give you general briefing on: 

•         Encouraging UKCS investment 
•         Shale Gas (topical – but hardly mentioned in IEA report) 

 
For downstream, [                       ] (seconded in from Shell) took over from [                     ] 
recently, so you need to seek any such material from him. 
 



[            ] – might be worth providing a one-pager on the recent Budget changes to help 
incentivise further UKCS investment / exploration. 
 
[                ] 
 





























[        ,         ,] thanks for all your help on the IEA’s review of UK energy policy – it is very much 
appreciated.  The report has now been finalised and will be launched at a press only event on 
24 April, with Minister Hendry and the IEA’s Executive Director delivering statements.  The 
Minister may also discuss the review’s findings in a bilateral with the IEA’s Executive Director, 
and it is possible that the press office will receive enquiries. 
 
To prepare for this, regarding gas and oil, I need your help with: 
 

•         public lines and background on: 
o   anything that we found particularly helpful about the review 
o   the IEA’s critique and recommendations (public lines should be constructive; 

background should include what we really think) 
o   any policy activities that we particularly want to promote to the UK press or IEA at 

this time 
•         stock briefing/Q&As on live issues that the Minister might receive press questions on. 

 
The IEA’s review covers a lot of material so please keep your contribution as short as 
possible. 
 
Minister Hendry’s office have asked for all briefing by noon on Thursday 19 April so please 
could you provide me with something by noon on Wednesday 18 April as there will be a lot 
of packaging up to do.  Please let me know ASAP if this will be a problem. 
 



Please note that the attached version of the IEA review is the latest one that I have been able 
to get off the IEA.  You should work on the basis that all your comments have been taken on 
board in the final version. 
 
Many thanks, 
 
[          ] 
 





 

  



 






























































 

 








 



 
 





You’ve seen this? Regards, [          ] 
 






• 
• 

World Oil News Center 




EPA: Half of fraced wells already meet pollution standards 

WASHINGTON – In response to a court deadline, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
finalized standards to reduce harmful air pollution associated with oil and natural gas production. The agency 
said the updated standards reduce implementation costs while also ensuring they are achievable and can be met 
by relying on proven, cost-effective technologies. EPA also said that these processes already are in use at about 
half of the fractured natural gas wells in the U.S. These technologies will not only reduce 95% of harmful 
emissions, they will also enable companies to collect additional salable natural gas. 

"The president has been clear that he wants to continue to expand production of important domestic resources 
like natural gas, and today’s standard supports that goal while making sure these fuels are produced without 
threatening the health of the American people," said EPA Administrator Lisa P. Jackson. "By ensuring the 
capture of gases that were previously released to pollute our air and threaten our climate, these updated 
standards will not only protect our health, but also lead to more product for fuel suppliers to bring to market. 
They're an important step toward tapping future energy supplies without exposing American families and 
children to dangerous health threats in the air they breathe.” 

When natural gas is produced, some of the gas escapes the well and may not be captured by the producing 
company. The updated EPA standards released today include the first federal air rules for natural gas wells that 
are hydraulically fractured, specifically requiring operators of new fractured natural gas wells to use cost-
effective technologies and practices to capture natural gas that might otherwise escape. The agency said these 
rules will result in $11 to $19 million in savings for industry each year. In addition to cutting pollution at the 
wellhead, EPA’s final standards also address emissions from storage tanks and other equipment. 

The final rule establishes a phase-in period that will ensure emissions reduction technology is broadly available. 
During the first phase, until January 2015, owners and operators must either flare their emissions or use 
emissions reduction technology called “green completions,” technologies that are already widely deployed at 
wells. In 2015, all new fractured wells will be required to use green completions. The final rule does not require 
new federal permits. Instead, it sets clear standards and uses enhanced reporting to strengthen transparency and 
accountability, and ensure compliance, while establishing a consistent set of national standards to safeguard 
public health and the environment. 

An estimated 13,000 new and existing natural gas wells are fractured or re-fractured each year. 



Poland to start shale gas production by 2014-15 

WARSAW -- Poland will begin commercial production of natural gas from shale rock deposits in late 2014 or 
early 2015, Treasury Minister Mikolaj Budzanowski told an industry conference, days after a local institute said 
Poland had less shale gas than previously thought. 

Poland's national geological institute earlier this week said it estimated the country's recoverable reserves of 
shale gas at between 346 and 768 Bcm, much lower than earlier estimates by the U.S. Energy Information 
Administration, which said the reserves could reach 5.3 Tcm. 

Budzanowski said in comments to the report that it had been based on archival samples extracted between 1950 
and 1990, and that Poland's shale gas sector needed to drill more test wells in order to determine with more 
precision the country's actual shale gas and oil reserves. 

The minister said Friday that a number of sectors of the Polish economy, like transportation, oil services, 
chemical and petrochemical, will benefit from commercial production of shale gas. Local populations, often 
concerned about environmental aspects of drilling for shale gas, also need to benefit from the industry's rise, he 
said. 

Polish state-controlled gas firm PGNiG, as well as number of U.S. companies, are drilling exploration wells in 
Poland. 

Dow Jones Newswires 

 



[                                            ] 
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I did raise this question at the UKOOG meeting on Wed and they had not planned to integrate green 
completions into their guidance (which is a big challenge already with fracking and well integrity issues).  But 
they will consider adding it to the guidelines if we insist. 
 
The general response I got was that HSE and DECC require that they don’t vent unless they need to in 
unforeseen incidents for safety, and that recovered frac flow back fluids (Cuadrilla), and conventional oil (with 
some associated gas) are put into a tank with a separator, and the gas is either flared or used for fuel.  
However, they admitted that there are old onshore oil low production wells that do vent and the coal mines 
(with drainage licences and without - given natural seepage) leak methane.  There was also general 
consensus that the scale of onshore fugitive methane was far less than the offshore operations just due to the 
magnitude of the relative flows. 
 
[         ] or [        ] could you offer a view on extent of offshore methane venting? 
 
Regards, [        ] 
 
 




 















 













 
EPA now requires green completions in a gruesome 588 page doc – for discussion on telecon on 30 April 
 



 
Gas wells. The rule covers any gas well that is “an onshore well drilled principally for production of natural 
gas.” Oil wells (wells drilled principally for the production of crude oil) are not subject to this rule. For fractured 
and refractured gas wells, the rule generally requires owners/operators to use reduced emissions completions, 
also known as “RECs” or “green completions,” to reduce VOC emissions from well completions. To achieve 
these VOC reductions, owners and/or operators may use RECs or completion combustion devices, such as 
flaring, until January 1, 2015; as of January 1, 2015, owners and/or operators must use RECs and a 
completion combustion device. The rule does not require RECs where their use is not feasible, as specified in 
the rule.  
 
See sections IX.A (
 
and IX.B



of this preamble for further discussion. 
 

Section 60.5375(a)(3) in the final rule provides: “you must capture and direct flowback emissions that cannot 

be directed to the flow line to a completion combustion device, except in conditions that may result in a fire 

hazard or explosion, or where high heat emissions from a completion combustion device may negatively 

impact tundra, permafrost or waterways. Completion combustion devices must be equipped with a reliable 

continuous ignition source over the duration of flowback.”  
 
 
 




By JOHN M. BRODER 

Published: April 18, 2012 




















































































































Regards. 







 












 
Finally, all your excellent contributions are in the public domain.  
 
Regards,  







 



 
 









[                ] 
 
As requested I attach briefing on Cuadrilla, Shale Gas & Fracking for the PM’s visit to Lancashire. 
 
The briefing is in the form of: 

• A note on Cuadrilla 
• An article from the Blackpool Gazette (17.04.12) 
• Shale Gas Factsheet 
• Shale Gas - General Lines / Q&A 
• DECC Press Release (17.04.12) – which has links to the Report 

 
I have also copied to Press Office to ensure that the lines relating to where gas fits in the energy mix 
fully line up with those currently being used externally by DECC.  For convenience the lines used in 
that respect are below: 
 


• 



• 




 
[              ] 
 
 








Hi [       ], 
 
We’ve just received an urgent briefing request from No. 10. The PM is in Lancashire this week in the 
Flyde Borough Council Area. They’d like some briefing on shale gas, Cuadrilla and the expert’s 
report. 
 
Could you please send me some background briefing and LTT for the PM? Grateful for this by 3pm 
today please.  
 
Thanks and sorry for the tight deadline! 
 
[             ]  
 


 



 
 





 

[       ]



Some information on the reporting requirements [      ] mentioned below. These statistics (wells dangerous 
occurrences) can be obtained from HSE's webpages (http://www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/a-z.htm), however, 
please note the the onshore incident data is limited.



Reporting of Injuries Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 (RIDDOR) 

Regulation 3 of The Reporting of Injuries Diseases and Dangerous Occurrences Regulations 1995 (RIDDOR) 
has a specific set of Wells Dangerous Occurrences contained in Schedule 2, Part I that the Well Operator has 
to report to HSE. These are: 

•A blowout i.e. an uncontrolled flow of well fluids 

•The unplanned use of blow out prevention equipment 

•The unexpected detection of H2S 

•Failure to maintain minimum separation distance between wells 

•Mechanical failure of any safety critical element of a well 

Reporting of well incidents enables HSE to investigate those that would have an effect on well integrity and 
ensures the Well Operator secures improvements to his operations. See the full guidance to the regulations for 
further details. 



Hope this helps


[                            ]
Head of Offshore, Pipelines and Diving Policy
HSE
Redgrave Court
5S2 - Workstation 12
Merton Road 
Bootle
Merseyside
L20 7HS



































































 









































 

<<note of 1st evidence briefing session for presenters to check accuracy st.docx>>  

[      ], please find attached an edited document from DECC of your note of 1st evidence 
briefing session for presenters. 

Also the answers to your two follow-up questions –  

Criteria for awarding a PEDL:  

Each applicant group must pass a number of tests;   Operator Competence, 
Environmental Sensitivity, Financial Viability and Financial Capacity. Financial 
Viability refers to a company’s ability to remain solvent and Financial Capacity 
refers to its ability to meet specific costs.  For operatorship, DECC will look at the 
technical competence of the company – more specifically the following factors: 
capability to supervise, manage and undertake the proposed operations  and the 
scope of relevant insurance coverage  

There is no fixed amount of information DECC requires to be satisfied of a 
proposed operator's competence. Clearly a very small company with little 
experience should expect to come under greater scrutiny and have to provide 
more information than an established operator with a good record. Where the 
company has limited experience of planning, organising or supervising activity, 
DECC may require a detailed understanding of the operator-contractor 
relationship and the in-house management control of the contracted support. 

Once an applicant group meets these thresholds, their technical understanding 
and the proposed Work Programme will be assessed against a marks scheme 
which will largely form the basis of the decision as to who will be offered 
licences.  The marks scheme is published in the guidance notes - 
http://og.decc.gov.uk/media/viewfile.ashx?filetype=4&filepath=og/licences/rounds
/4228-guidance-technical.pdf&minwidth=true. 



What conditions does the PEDL licence contain about the operator’s 
responsibilities for the well once abandoned 

The PEDL licence terms vary with changing Petroleum Model Clauses 
(http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1999/160/contents/made 

but if a well starts leaking it may indicate that it wasn’t plugged properly so such 
plugging obligation as existed has not yet been discharged. Licences issued in 
the most recent licence round require: 

15.(5) -The plugging of any Well shall be done in accordance with a specification 
approved by the Minister applicable to that Well or to Wells generally or to a 
class of Wells to which that Well belongs and shall be carried out in an efficient 
and workmanlike manner. 

Please let us know if there is any additional info you need. 

Best regards,  
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 Interested in Occupational Health and Safety information?  

Please visit the HSE website at the following address to keep yourself up to date  

  

www.hse.gov.uk 










Dear all, 
 
Please see attached my response covering the environmental points I identified within the report.  I concentrated on 
Chapter 2 and didn’t review the content that is more applicable to you such as overall tone (the less than impartial 
alignment) nor how the industry is developing in the uk.   
 
[               ] 

  

 
 

  















































[            ] 
 
As discussed  
 
[            ] 
 

  

 
 

  
 
 





Thanks [       ],  I received my invite this morning too. 
 
[            ] 
 

  

 
 

  
 
 







Click here to report this email as spam. 

 














Dear [        ] 



Thank you for this invitation. I confirm that I will coordinate the peer review input from the UK 
Department of Energy and climate change. 
 
Best regards 
[        ]  
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Thanks [         ]. For information, the news release is below and the speech attached (check on delivery etc). Apologies, 
as I should have thought to give a heads up, given fracking was likely to grab media attention.
best wishes
[         ]










  


 



The UK could lead the world on wave and tidal energy generation and should fast-track other low carbon or 
renewable energy sources too, Environment Agency Chairman Lord Chris Smith will say in a keynote speech 
tonight. 
 
He will call for more research and investment in energies that take advantage of the coastline and rivers –
saying the loss of market leader status on the development of wind turbines was a mistake that should not be 
repeated. 
 
He supports the further development of shale gas (fracking) - provided that there is a major programme of 
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) for gas-fired power generation. 
 
And he proposes a similar approach to  hydropower and nuclear energy as alternatives to coal, where they 
meet rigorous environmental standards.   
 
Lord Smith says that decisions about the development of such energies are “challenging”, but that the UK 
must act quickly to secure an advantage over other countries and meet the UK’s ambitious CO2 targets. 
 
In the RSA speech, titled ‘Are green and growth compatible?’, Lord Smith defines the challenges facing the UK 
on sustainable growth and examines the role of government, business, regulators and the green movement in 
achieving it. 
 
He criticises those in the green movement who oppose all growth and praises big business that has already 
recognised the benefits of green growth and sustainable production.  And he makes a robust defence of the 
role for good regulation in setting a level playing field, supporting innovation and reducing pollution. 
 
But his strongest criticism is reserved for those in the Republican Party in the USA, such as Sarah Palin, who 
have overseen the “disastrous politicisation” of climate change and prevented action, while welcoming the 
cross-party action on climate change in the UK. 
 
In the speech Lord Smith will also say: 
 
We cannot abandon either green or growth 



Combinations of extremes of weather following in rapid succession - such as the droughts and floods we have 
seen in the UK recently – are likely to become more frequent and we must adapt business practices 
accordingly 

Business surveys and multinational companies already recognise that sustainable business is the responsible 
approach, creates commercial advantage and reduces costs. 

 
Good environmental regulation has been a success story in the UK in the past 10 years – helping to reduce 
serious pollution incidents, air emissions and create a level playing field for businesses  
 
Speech extracts 
 
Investment in wave and tidal power 
 
“We are an island surrounded by waves and tides. This is the most obvious natural source of energy we can 
look to for a renewable future. The development of the technology is still at an early stage, but we are – at this 
moment at least – well ahead of the rest of the world. 
 
“Harnessing wave and tidal power is difficult, of course.... and tidal power always needs to be considered with 
the impact on fish and the ecology of estuaries in mind. But the Carbon Trust believes that practical and 
economic sources of wave and tidal power could provide 20% of current UK electricity demand. The global 
market could also be huge, with major potential for UK companies. But we need to get our skates on.” 
 
Fracking 
 
“It won’t always be easy. There will sometimes be occasions where, in seeking one environmental objective, 
we risk upsetting another. 
   
“Potentially, fracking ticks the box on energy security, on availability and on cost.  But does it tick the box on 
environment?  The answer is complex, and is something like “up to a point”. But with careful use of the drilling 
technology, with rigorous monitoring and inspection, and with the development of a major programme of 
Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS) for gas-fired power generation, then shale gas could be a truly useful part 
of our energy mix in the years to come 
 
“We need...to secure some of the early-mover advantage that is still there to be reaped from this technology.  
The International Energy Agency believes CCS will be the key to delivering a fifth of all the greenhouse gas 
emission reductions we need by 2050.  Let’s be at the forefront of this.” 
 
Nuclear power 
 
“If you had asked me 20 years ago about nuclear power, I would have taken the traditional “green” view and 
said something like “over my dead body”. I am happy to admit, however, that I have changed my mind – and it 
is the prospect of climate change that has changed it for me.”  
 
Adapting to climate change 
 
“Top of the list are floods and droughts.  These will threaten us more frequently.  And we need to build in 
better resilience – whether it’s building flood defences, or preparing individual properties for better protection, 
or allowing flood plains higher up a river to be used once again for water storage……or encouraging 
companies to develop innovative solutions that can help people to cope with either too much water or too 
little.”  
 
 
Ends. 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 
Media enquiries: [                               ] on  
[                             ]. Outside normal office hours, please contact the National Duty Press Officer on  



[                           ]. 
 
Keep in touch: For the latest news, images and videos follow us at  
www.twitter.com/envagency, www.facebook.com/environmentagency, www.flickr.com/environment-agency 
and  
www.youtube.com/environmentagencytv. For the latest Environment Agency news visit  
www.environment-agency.gov.uk/mediacentre  
Watch Lord Smith’s speech live at  
http://www.thersa.org/events/listen-live and take part in the Twitter debate by using the hashtag #RSASmith 
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I taped Radio4 EA Lord Smith interview, and its good news re fracking, but link to CCS is the new gas 
generation strategy angle? 
 
Regards, [        ] 
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All looks good to me [      ]. 
 
I’ll make sure security know detail etc. See you then.  
 
Kind regards, 
  
[              ] 
  
[                    ] 
Public Affairs Manager 
Centrica 
 
Centrica plc, Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor SL4 5GD 
  





Hi [           ],  
A quick note to say that we are all set for 23 April (as I said, I am making the final arrangements as I’ll 
be away at FLAME next week).  
 
Some of us will train it to Slough and some to Windsor and Eaton Riverside, so you should get 
people arriving in two waves. No need for you to get us cabs as we’ll get the ones at the station.  
 
[        ] will be coming by car too. He’ll drop you an email next week with his registration details. I 
already gave you Daniel Kapadia’s before.  
 
Finally, please feel free to email me if you need anything next week as I’ll still be picking up the email. 
If you need to call me on the 23rd, my number is below. 
 
Looking forward to meeting you, 
[       ] 
 
 


 
 
 






Hi [           ] 
I hope you had a good Easter break. 
I thought I’d send you a message to ask if there is anything else you need from us, especially as I will 
be out all next week (at the FLAME gas conference, are you going?).  



The obvious thing that I thought I’d send you is the list of who is going, but let me know if there’s 
anything else. [       ] 
 
[  ] – Head of Gas Markets Policy team (includes domestic and international) 
[  ] – Policy advisor (domestic gas) 
[  ] - Policy advisor (international security of supply strategy) 
[  ] – Gas economist (domestic and international gas) 
[  ] – Policy Advisor (head of domestic energy security) 
[  ] - Policy advisor (gas regulation) 
[  ] – Senior oil and gas economist 
[  ] – Policy Advisor (domestic energy security) 
[  ] – Policy Advisor  
[  ] – Policy Advisor (gas regulation) 
[  ] – Policy Advisor (international gas)  
[  ] – Oil Economist 
[  ] – Policy Advisor (Global LNG trade, global unconventional and GB gas market 
resilience) 
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Kind regards, 
  
[                ] 
  
[  ] 
Public Affairs Manager 
Centrica 
 
 
Centrica plc, Millstream, Maidenhead Road, Windsor SL4 5GD 
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Fran Boait








































 




 

 



 



 


 






 









  








   

 

   
    



   













 











 









Fran Boait




Hello [  ] 
 
That is great news: Friday 18 May at 10 to 11.30 in DECC it is then.  
 
Given the high profile of this subject, this meeting appeals to colleagues in a range of areas 
across the Department. I am expecting the following: 
 
[  ]:  an economist working in the international climate change area looking at the 
potential for unconventional gas to help us reach our GHG emissions reductions targets (as a 
country and globally) 
[  ] and [   ]: policy advisors working in the UK Exploration and 
Development policy unit (managing all policy on the  UK position on unconventional gas 
development) 
[  ]: from the Foreign Office, who looks at a range of international energy and 
climate change issues 
[  ], [  ] and myself: we work in the gas markets policy team, looking at 
domestic and international energy and energy security issues. We are interested in the impact 
global unconventional development may have on the UK market and on the global gas market. 
Our gas economists, [   ] and [   ], will also be interested in 
attending. 
 
I hope [   ] is pleased with this level of interest. Let me know if you have any other 
questions. 
I look forward to meeting you both. 
 
[ ] 
 
 





  



 

 







  
















[ ],  
Thanks for your message. Friday 18 May at 10 to 11.30 here in the Department would suit us. 
 
I hope this is good for [    ] too and look forward to it. 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
[ ]  
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