
P.O. Box 231
Salamanca, New York 14779
Phone (716) 945-1790
Fax (716) 945-1565

Hon. Andrew M. Cuomo
Governor
State of New York
Albany, New York 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

August 9, 2012

1490 Rt. 438
Irving, New York 14081

Phone (716) 532-4900
Fax (716) 532-6272

I am in receipt of a copy of a letter from a member of your staff, Howard Glaser,
expressing an interest in the business activities of the Seneca Gaming Corporation. Mr. Glaser
has misrepresented a number of key facts concerning the Compact, the Seneca Gaming
Corporation's business activities and practices, and his interaction (or more precisely, a lack
thereof) with me. This letter is to address those inaccuracies.

To be clear, the Seneca Nation does not read the language in the Compact as narrowly as
Mr. Glaser appears to be offering. And the Nation does not read it in a vacuum or with complete
indifference to what is offered at other gaming facilities across the United States. Even a basic
Google search will reveal that it is not uncommon for casino facilities to offer a variety of non
gaming amenities to their patrons. Indeed, hotels, restaurants, snack bars, lounges, retail
offerings, gas stations, RV parks and convenience shopping are located on-site at many Indian
and non-Indian gaming facilities across the country. Mr. Glaser appears to believe that the
Compact prohibits the Nation from offering non-gaming amenities if they compete with other
comparable offerings nearby. That conclusion is not consistent with the development that has
occurred thus far at our Niagara Falls Territory and to suggest otherwise is revisionist bordering
on the absurd.

Mr. Glaser also appears to not understand what the role is of a for-profit enterprise and
does not like the explanation that Seneca Gaming Corporation officials have already provided on
the fact finding they are undertaking concerning a possible upscale gas station and convenience
store. Like any officials of a for-profit enterprise, the officials of the Seneca Gaming
Corporation are looking at what can be done to best meet the needs of patrons while also
enhancing the bottom line profitability of the operation. If they were not focused on this, they
would no doubt be out of work.

Finally, Mr. Glaser has misrepresented in his letter that he and I have had meetings that
have resulted in an agreement among us that would result in direct payments of a local share to
the host communities. In actuality, Mr. Glaser's November 2011 letter to me simply indicated
that if the Nation were to pay directly to the local governments "the full local share" from the
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amounts the Nation is holding in escrow, "the State would ensure, through legislation or
otherwise, that any advance paid to the locality is credited against the determined obligation."
An offer on the part of a member of your staff to seek legislation is far from an "agreement"
among our governments. I remind you that the Nation did offer making direct payments to the
local governments, but that offer was rejected out of hand by the Paterson Administration and is
no longer available in light of the pending arbitration. And I should take this opportunity to
remind you that what our governments did agree to in the Compact was that the State would
compensate the local host communities even if the State were to breach the exclusivity
obligations and thus no longer receive State Contribution payments.

Why the State is not fulfilling this aspect of the Compact is a question that only the State
can answer. It is the State government, not the Nation, that created the host community
governments and which holds a fiduciary obligation to protect their interests. It amazes me that
the State of New York - with a $133 billion annual budget - cannot find it within its means to
support its own citizens and their local governments by fronting a few million dollars to insulate
them from the economic impact of the State's breach of our gaming compact.

Governor: This is the second letter I have received in less than a week from senior
officials within your Administration that is based upon slipshod or non-existent research and
geared towards misrepresenting something about me or my family in an effort to embarrass the
Nation in the media. In July of201l, you indicated that you respected the Nation and its
sovereignty and you committed to working with the Nation to solving problems, including
meeting with me "in the near future". To date, you have yet to meet with me or any other Nation
officials to address differences that exist between our two governments. Rather than continuing
to let subordinates mismanage the State's relations with the Nation through media diplomacy,
when can we expect you to follow through on last year's commitment to become personally
involved in meeting with Nation officials to address issues of mutual concern?

obert Odawi Porter
President


