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$11.90 hundredweight
$0.12 per pound

$12.61
hundredweight, 
adjusted for loss

$0.13
per pound, 
adjusted for loss

$0.67 per pound

$0.13
$0.67

18.83%

1 bushel = 9.309 gallons = 57 lb

4 buckets 
per costale 1 costal = 20 gallons = 2.148 bushels 122.46 lbs3 buckets 
per costale 1 costal = 15 gallons = 1.611 bushels 91.85 lb

Per costal $1.23
Per pound, 4-
bucket costal

$0.0100
per pound

Per pound, 3-
bucket costal

$0.0134

Price paid to farmer
Price paid by consumer

% of Consumer 
Price that goes to 

farmer

Equivalencies: Labor vs. Onion Price

LABOR COST and VALUE

Farmworkers are often paid for harvest work by piece. In California, a primary producer for onions, workers in 2009 were paid $1.23 per costal or sack, typically filled with the contents of 4 ,5-
gallon construction buckets. Sometimes workers fill costales with 3, 5-gallon buckets. The calcualtions below account for both sizes of costal, at the same price of $1.23.

What Labor Costs Us : ONIONS

Farm Share, 2008

Harvest labor cost, as share of 
price paid by consumer

Retail value, costale

Harvestlabor cost, as share of 
farm price

Harvest labor cost, per pound, 
paid by consumers

$82.05

Onion Prices, 2008
FARM PRICE, as paid by retailer to farmer

RETAIL PRICE

$0.010

1.50%

8.0%

$61.54

$0.013

2.00%

10.6%

3-Bucket Costal

Retail value, costale

Harvest labor cost, per pound, paid 
by consumers

Harvest labor cost, as share of price 
paid to farmer

Harvest labor cost, cents per dollar 
paid by consumer

4-Bucket Costal
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2008 Farm 
Prices

2008 Retail 
Prices

2008 Loss 
Rate
Bushel v. 
Gallon
Onions per 
bushel

Price Per 
Costal

Buckets per 
costal

Farm price adjusted to reflect loss between farm and retail outlet. In 2008, onions posted a 6 percent loss rate, meaning that 
retailers needed to purchase 106 pounds of onions for every 100 they actually sold. In effect, this loss rate means that the 
real price paid per hundredweight to farmers is slightly higher than a straight price point would indicate.

NOTES
Taken from interviews with workers

Taken from piece cards from workers in a case currently filed with U.S. District Court in California, Villalobos v. 
Calandri. These piece cards were collected from workers in 2009 and 2010; as such, these calculations should 
be taken as ballpark, not definite, figures.

'Fresh table 2—Fresh vegetables:  U.S. monthly and season-average price at the point-of-first-sale, 2008-12
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