
 

 

 

 

 
 The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy in California 

August 1, 2012 

 

Honorable Kamala Harris 
Department of Justice 
Sacramento 

 
 

Subject: Serial Torture at Sonoma Developmental Center 
 
 

Dear Attorney General Harris: 
 

The new California Watch reporting of the latest known violent crimes against defenseless 
residents of the Sonoma Developmental Center reveals a sickening picture of serial torture 
– and the entire law enforcement system’s utter failure to protect people with disabilities 

from these atrocities or to prosecute the criminals who committed and helped cover up the 
assaults. 
     

The response of Sonoma County Sheriff Steve Freitas, District Attorney Jill Ravitch, and the 
Department of Developmental Services’ Office of Protective Services has been inadequate 

and unacceptable. We call on you to immediately have the Department of Justice take over 
investigation and prosecution of these cases. 
 

The Sheriff’s Department and OPS responded to these vile crimes slowly, if at all, and then 
pointed the finger of blame at each other for the inadequate investigation. The DA’s Office 
refused to prosecute the prime suspect except for a misdemeanor weapons charge, which 

they then settled with a penalty that would make a slap on the wrist look harsh. Only after 
California Watch began asking questions did the DA’s Office take what I’m sure they hope 

the community will see as a serious second look at the cases, almost a year after the crimes 
were discovered 
 

The 11 known new torture victims at Sonoma are not the first. OPS botched investigation of 
a similar stun gun assault by a staff member in 1999.  We believe it is likely that the new 

known victims were merely those whose wounds were still visible when OPS started its new 
investigation in 2011.  
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We note that the most recent state Department of Public Health licensing survey found 

Sonoma to be out of compliance in six of the eight areas of review. This included four 
findings of “immediate jeopardy” to residents. 
 

We also note urgency due to the fact that some statutes of limitations may expire next 
month.  
 

Crimes against people with disabilities, in institutions such as developmental centers and 
nursing homes and in the community, have been called an “invisible epidemic.” Now that 

these cases have come to light, we ask you to take immediate action in these cases as a 
step toward attacking this epidemic everywhere. 
 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 

Greg deGiere 
Public Policy Director 
The Arc and United Cerebral Palsy in California 

 
 

 
cc: Honorable Tom Ammiano  

Honorable Jim Beall, Jr. 

 Honorable Wesley Chesbro 
 Honorable Noreen Evans 
 Honorable Lonnie Hancock 

 Honorable Mark Leno 
 Honorable Carol Liu 

 Terri Delgadillo 
 
  

 
 

 
 


