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Subject: RE: minutes 
From: Phil_Bma@fws.gov 
Date: Tue, 23 Dec 2008 14:51:39 -0900 
To: "Otis, Ted (DFG)" <ted.otis@alaska.gov> 
CC: "Estensen, JeffL (DFG)" <jeff:estensen@alaska.gov>, "Goldman, Kenneth J (DFG)" 
<ken.goldman@alaska.gov>, "Fair, Lowell F (DFG)" <lowell.fair@alaska.gov>, "Maclean, Scott H 
(DFG)" <scott.maclean@alaska.gov>, "Baker, Tim (DFG)" <tim.baker@alaska.gov>, 
Doug.Limpinsel@noaa.gov 

Ted, it seems like we are all pretty much on the same page regarding frustration at this point. I just got of 
the phone with Tim. Doug's comments are in the attachment to my email and I just added to what he had 
already sent Jeff. 

Have a great Christmas. Enjoy the snow! 

Phil Brna 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Anchorage Field Office 
Conservation Planning Assistance 
605 W. 4th Ave, Room G-61 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
phone: (907) 271-2440 
fax: (907) 271-2786 
email: phiLbrna@fws.gov 

"Otis, Ted (DFG)" <ted.otis@alaska.gov> To Phi'-Brna@fws.gov
 

cc "Goldman, Kenneth J (DFG)" <ken.goldman@alaska.gov>,
 
12/23/200802:15 PM "Fair, Lowell F (DFG)" <Iowell.fair@alaska.gov>, "Estensen, Jeff 

L (DFG)" <jeff.estensen@alaska.gov>, "Maclean, Scott H 
(DFG)" <scott.maclean@alaska.gov>, "Baker, Tim (DFG)" 
<tim.baker@alaska.gov> 

Subject RE: minutes 

Phil, 

Thanks for including me on your distribution list. Any chance you could forward Doug's comments too so 
we can get the full flavor of the discussion instead of PLP's "Cliff Notes" version? 

I'd like you to know that Ken Goldman and I share your frustration with the TWG process as PLP currently 
has it structured. In fact, that's precisely why neither of us attended the last TWG meeting (Jeff: please 
make sure the revised minutes reflect that fact). The agency and TWG meetings I've attended over the 
past 3 years were not productive. It's virtually impossible to provide substantive review comments when 
PLP doesn't disclose more details of their development plans and their contractors only occasionally share 
snippets of the data they've collected. The fact that PLP has begun asking for "speculative input" (is that 
really true?) suggests they acknowledge we can't provide substantive review of their "baseline studies" (or 

1 of3 5/11/2009 10:33 AM 



RE: IlJinutes 

whatever they're calling them now) if they don't provide the detailed project designs, data, and summary 
reports that we and other TWG's/agency staff have consistently asked for. 

FYI ... Ken Goldman and I plan to have some marine fish language for the "Guiding Principles" document 
by early next week. 

Happy Holidays to you and your family, 

Ted 

************************************************** 

Ted Otis
 
Area Finfish Research Biologist-CF
 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
 
3298 Douglas Place
 
Homer, AK 99603
 
Ph. (907) 235-1723
 
Fax (907) 235-2448
 
ted.otis@alaska.gov
 
************************************************** 

From: Phil_Brna@fws.gov [mailto:PhiLBrna@fws.gov]
 
Sent: Tuesday, December 23, 2008 1:04 PM
 
To: Estensen, Jeff L (DFG)
 
Cc: Brian K. Lance; Rich, Cecil F (DFG); Doug.Limpinsel; Dye, Jason E (DFG);
 
North.Phil@epamail.epa.gov; Maclean, Scott H (DFG); Otis, Ted (DFG); Baker, Tim (DFG)
 
Subject: minutes
 

Attached are a few comments on the fish TWG minutes. I just added to Doug's input since he pretty well 
captured what happened since he was taking good notes. I find the minutes do not effectively capture what 
was discussed, or the give and take of the discussion. They certainly do not reflect the frustration on the 
part of most agency participants regarding the lack of sharing of information by PLP (although I certainly 
understand that PLP is not required to share anything at this point). PLP has requested we provide 
intelligent input, and most recently has asked for "speculative input.." This is getting to be a huge time sink 
for agencies and at this point it does not seem like this a good use of our time. Scientific studies occuring 
over multiple years requires an iterative process whereby we learn from what happened in previous years 
and we modify what we do to make sense. PLP's asking for speculative input at this point without 
providing information is not productive. 

Therefore, while I will attend future meeting, I do not plan to review and comment on minutes in the future. 

Phil Brna
 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, Anchorage Field Office
 
Conservation Planning Assistance
 
605 W. 4th Ave, Room G-61
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