
Email response from Senate District 32 candidate Woody Degan, in response to request for 
evidence for his assertions regarding the Tennessee Department of Economic and 
Community Development and Sharia Law, received Monday, July 9, 2012, by Richard 
Locker, The Commercial Appeal.

Greetings Mr. Locker,
 
I’ve attached a picture for you.
 
As you can imagine, I receive a multitude of information from concerned citizens out there 
who want to educate me on their perspectives on various issues.
Political Sharia issues are no different.
I received information from experts and generally concerned citizens alike.
As with any other issue, my responsibility is to LISTEN, learn, and investigate myself in 
order to reach a non-biased, informed position.
This is what I am hearing loud and clear from the citizens of my district: “We don’t want 
political Sharia, or even the appearance of it.”
As a result, I’ve signed the Anti Political Sharia resolution being circulated across the state.  
(attached)
My opponent has refused.
 
Also, I’ve included a new piece of information I received from the Tea Party Coalition.  
(I’ve received the endorsements of BOTH the 7th and 8th District Tea Party Coalitions.)
As of today 6 County GOP groups, (Stewart, Carroll, Obion, Humphreys, White, and 
Gibson)  have adopted the Haslam Resolution (attached) and some of these have adopted the 
Sharia Resolution as well. Both Resolutions should be adopted by County GOP groups.
Are all of these COUNTIES incorrect, too?
 
According to the TN Council 4 Political Justice:
 
Both Governor Haslam and Commissioner Haggerty have all but said outright that they are looking to 
expand Tennessee’s commerce with Arabic Gulf states and as the Governor noted, “[Ali] is highly 
qualified for this position – if we are going to expand opportunities for Tennessee businesses, we 
have to understand the rules of the game all around the world.”

http://tn4politicaljustice.wordpress.com/
 

Those rules include Political Sharia.  No doubt.  They are the rules if Arabic Gulf State 
money is sought.
There are a plethora of other credible articles readily available regarding Political Sharia in 
the United States.
It is indeed a serious concern.
Evidence?  Well, I agree, not until it starts happening is there actual concrete evidence, but I 
have a friend who advised our security agencies of a serious threat of major significance 
coming to the United States prior to 9-11.  She had relatives in the Muslim brotherhood.  She 
had been in chat rooms with their leaders.  The Feds discounted her.  Told her she was a nut.  
It wasn’t going to happen.  They would never dare attack us on our own soil.  She was 

https://by2prd0410.outlook.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=u8m9q7HbXkSPzgog9oauZv6o7bkOM88I8VCAQ1Hd7KJeFYhyb7ioTCS-jW41EdKbAZ0P7732rAU.&URL=http%3A%2F%2Ftn4politicaljustice.wordpress.com%2F


connecting the dots, and they were easy for her to connect.  20 minutes after the attacks they 
called her, said “we’re on our way,” to which she replied “What for? It’s already happened.”
 
I’m Certified by TSA:  Department of Homeland Security in General Aviation Security and 
have been actively engaged in protecting several million dollars in assets, aircraft, fuel tanks, 
and explosive materials for over 30 years.  Keep those facts in mind.  The 101st Airborne 
Helicopters, who took Seal Team 6 to kill Osama Bin Laden, execute Flight Training 
Procedures at our airport.  Security is of the utmost importance, especially in and around 
Memphis, as it’s a prime target.   It’s often my job to connect the dots.  I’ve had plane 
crashes on my property, a suicide therefrom, trucks with explosives blocking entry or exit 
into our own facility on our own road, Police Capt. in a restricted area outside of his 
jurisdiction (Aug 2011) refusing to provide identity and threatening my 78 year old mother 
on our own facility property (picture attached – notice weapon on his hip), have police arrive 
and refuse to even take names and info, and the BIG BELLY RAPIST sleeping in his squad 
car in my parking lot during his police shift, often…and I’ve got lots more.  I follow the 
TSA:Dept of Homeland Security manual – which I’m certified in – and am arrested by the 
County Sheriff for doing my responsibility as specifically delineated.  My job is to connect 
the dots.  Sometimes for good.  Sometimes not.  I’d rather err on the side of caution and save 
a life than end up in jail…everytime…but sometimes it gets turned around.  However, in 30 
years I’ve had no incidents inside my jurisdiction that haven’t been handled correctly, 
immediately.  So, yes, it is my job to connect the dots, and in the case of political Sharia, the 
dots are so close together that one would have to zoom in to the picture to see the space 
between them.  If you don’t see the dots here, you’re specifically looking for the space and 
ignoring all of that black stuff around it…the dots.
 
As a Christian, my question is:  “What would be the outcry if we were to hire a specialist in 
Christian compliant finance?”  C’mon.
 
It’s very simple.  We’re ALL either dead wrong – the counties, the experts, and me - or we’re 
100% correct.  In this age I think we need to err on the side of caution, rather than to discount 
the obvious, and wake up to more of our rights being negatively impacted.
 
 
On another note, the beginning of the Water Rights issues, which I spoke with you about in 
Nashville in February, are being published as a series of articles by Kelleigh Nelson, after 
several months of research.  http://www.newswithviews.com/Nelson/kelleigh157.htm  I still 
don’t understand why the Commercial Appeal  hasn’t covered this, especially from a Water 
Rights issue perspective, or from the perspective that the Memphis Sands Aquifer feeder and 
the Wolf River watershed are being polluted significantly – (Federal turbidity 
limit=280NTU; TDEC readings over 14,000 NTU).  It’s proven $56 MILLION off the 
books, an attempt to codify – skipping all normal procedures, not to mention that it would 
take away our water rights in Tennessee.  What’s more important than that?!?   
 
If you ever get the interest, I’ll make myself available!
 
Thank You!
Woody Degan, Candidate
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