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ENGROSSED AS AMENDED BY COMMITTEE AMENDMENT 
"A" (H-612) in NON-CONCURRENCE. 

TABLED - March 16, 2010 (Till Later Today) by Representative 
PIOTTI of Unity. 
PENDING - FURTHER CONSIDERATION. 

 On motion of Representative TRINWARD of Waterville, the 
House voted to RECEDE. 
 On further motion of the same Representative, House 
Amendment "A" (H-635) to Committee Amendment "B" (H-
613) was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. 
 On further motion of the same Representative, Committee 
Amendment "B" (H-613) was INDEFINITELY POSTPONED. 
 The same Representative PRESENTED House Amendment 
"A" (H-785), which was READ by the Clerk. 
 The same Representative PRESENTED House Amendment 
"A" (H-791) to House Amendment "A" (H-785), which was 
READ by the Clerk. 

 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Waterville, Representative Trinward. 
 Representative TRINWARD:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, Men and Women of the House.  I wish to speak 
very briefly that this amendment strips off the growth for the 
future years going out.  It remains with the $50,000 for the Fiscal 
Year 2011-2012 and it goes back to the original $100,000 in 
2013.  That was an amendment that we worked on with members 
of the House that had supported that.  So I wish to thank all the 
members of the House and thank Representative Valentino for 
her work. 
 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Saco, Representative Valentino. 
 Representative VALENTINO:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  I rise to 
support the pending Adoption of the House Amendment and wish 
to express my sincere thanks to the good Representative from 
Waterville for working on a compromise to bring all parties 
together. 
 Subsequently, House Amendment "A" (H-791) to House 
Amendment "A" (H-785) was ADOPTED. 
 Subsequently, House Amendment "A" (H-785) as 
Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-791) thereto was 
ADOPTED. 
 Subsequently, the Bill was PASSED TO BE ENGROSSED 
as Amended by House Amendment "A" (H-785) as Amended 
by House Amendment "A" (H-791) thereto in NON-
CONCURRENCE and sent for concurrence. 

_________________________________ 
 

 By unanimous consent, all matters having been acted upon 
were ORDERED SENT FORTHWITH. 

_________________________________ 
 

 HOUSE REPORT - Ought to Pass as Amended by 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-784) - Committee on UTILITIES 
AND ENERGY on Bill "An Act To Enable the Installation of 

Broadband Infrastructure" (EMERGENCY) 
(H.P. 1265)  (L.D. 1778) 

TABLED - March 29, 2010 (Till Later Today) by Representative 
PIOTTI of Unity. 
PENDING - ACCEPTANCE OF COMMITTEE REPORT. 

 Subsequently, the Unanimous Committee Report was 
ACCEPTED. 
 The Bill was READ ONCE.  Committee Amendment "A" (H-
784) was READ by the Clerk. 
 Representative HINCK of Portland PRESENTED House 
Amendment "B" (H-807) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-
784), which was READ by the Clerk. 

 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Portland, Representative Hinck. 
 Representative HINCK:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  This bill 
concerns a little matter relating to dark fiber and something called 
the Three Ring Binder.  Some members may have heard of it.  
We've gotten contacted by constituents at various times as this 
was being discussed.  The Three Ring Binder is a 1,100 mile 
network of middle-mile fiber for broadband.  It's dark fiber which 
means it's unlit, optical cable.  It creates a dark fiber provider 
defined under the bill, in this case, the Maine Fiber Company, 
which is going to be able to utilize federal grant money and 
private money to build out this network and bring broadband to 
un-served areas of Maine.  I'd say LD 1778 is a good news 
development for the state.  It also took a lot of work and I think 
we reached a point where a large number of interested parties 
came together to produce this bill.  The final result will enable the 
use of the $25.4 million of middle-mile broadband grant money 
and to put it to use in a timely way.  It will leverage an estimated 
$5 to $7 million of additional funds and allow us to quickly bring 

high-speed broadband, the last mile, to Maine consumers in un-
served areas of the state.  The two public representatives in the 
stakeholder process, the Office of Information Technology and 
the Public Advocate's Office, both believe that LD 1778 offers 
Maine people and businesses the best hope for bringing 
broadband access to every part of Maine and to every person 
who wishes it.  Maine Fiber Company gets the ability to attach 
their federally subsidized fiber optic cable to some 36,000 utility 
poles in the State of Maine.  That's the essence of this bill is 
enabling that, and we reached the final terms with agreement of 
the parties. 
 In the end, we'll have a broadband sustainability program, 
which is funded by a small fee, on any dark fiber, which is 
acquired and lit by any telecommunications company provider, 
and this money will be used by incumbent local exchange 
carriers, the ILECs, to extend broadband access to un-served 
areas in the service territory.  Because the cost of this federally 
subsidized dark fiber is substanically lower than the market price 
for dark fiber in Maine, the small fee, $3 initially and going down 
to $2 after 5 years, still results in dark fiber prices being about 35 
percent lower than the current market price.  Before we finished 
all of this, we ended up in discussions with the Department of 
Commerce in Washington.  We went through the process that 
occurred here in Maine.  We discussed all the parties that were 
interested.  We discussed how we reached a conclusion, and the 
Department of Commerce agreed that we are doing a good job 
and that this grant money will be used well in Maine to achieve 
the purposes.  I am proud to say that it's an example of a very 
diverse group of stakeholders coming together to achieve a good 
result for the State of Maine and I hope that you will join me in 
adopting our amendments and passing this.  Thank you very 
much. 
 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Cape Elizabeth, Representative Dill. 
 Representative DILL:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  Madam 

Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen of the House.  Broadband or 
high speed internet connectivity is the foundation for economic 
growth, job creation, global competitiveness and a better way of 
life.  The internet connects people and ideas around the world 
and acts as the great equalizer in our society. 
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 Broadband is changing the way we educate our children, 
deliver healthcare, manage energy, ensure public safety, engage 
government and access, organize and disseminate knowledge. 
 Broadband access is also the great infrastructures challenge 
of the 21st century.  We must have a reliable and robust 
telecommunications network that can reach our rural 
communities and institutions.  Passage of LD 1778 is proof that 
the State of Maine is prepared to meet this challenge. 
 The story of the Three Ring Binder Project is simple and 
brilliant.  The best and brightest minds in our state recognized a 
need and an opportunity.  The University, numerous innovative 
businesses collaborated for hours and created a project to build 
1,100 miles of fiber optic rings around Maine connected to 36,000 
telephone poles.  From these rings, broadband can be deployed 
to un-served and underserved rural communities. 
 The project competed with 2,200 others for federal grant 
money and is one of only 18 projects that received awards.  
$25,000,000, as you heard, of federal money will be matched by 
$7,000,000 to create a network that will launch Maine into the 
21st century. 
 The Three Ring Binder Project is about jobs and has the 
potential to turn some of Maine's 20th century infrastructures into 
the cyber infrastructure of the 21st century.  Data and computer 
centers are the heart of the modern economy.  These facilities 
consume large amounts of power, both to drive electronics as 
well as to cool.  Maine has a significant advantage in this critical 
and lucrative field in that financially troubled paper mills can be 
transformed into green data mills. 
 For example, the mill in Old Town has over 30 megawatts of 
onsite green electrical generation via its biomass and chemical 
recovery boilers as well as the capacity to burn methane gas 
from the nearby Juniper Ridge landfill.  Such a center in Maine 
has significant advantages over other locations because of its 
onsite electricity, our excellent workforce, reliable, low cost, local 
power.  Cooling challenges are met using our filtered river water.  
Conversations are happening right now about transforming our 
paper mills into data mills. 
 The Three Ring Binder Project is an engraved and embossed 
invitation to companies like Microsoft, Intel and Google to set up 
shop in our mills and employ our people.  Our 
telecommunications network has the potential to make Maine the 
data crossroad of the world because of our proximity to other 
American, Canadian and European networks. 
 In closing, I want to sincerely thank all the people who have 
worked so hard to bring this exciting project to Maine.  The 
university, GWI and other small telecomm companies who 
designed the project; Maine Fiber Company for investing its 
capital in our state and our people, the Connect ME Authority, the 
Broadband Strategy Council and Governor Baldacci for doing the 
political heavy lifting needed to shepherd this project through the 
minefields of Washington.  Sincere thanks to the Utilities and 
Energy Committee for the hours and hours of work they spent 
bringing this bill to a successful resolution; to Fairpoint and TAM 
members for staying at the table.  And finally, I want to offer my 
sincere thanks to all my new friends in red shirts who have 
reminded me, and hopefully all of you, that what we do here in 
the State House has consequences for real people in Maine. 
 We are blessed that in our democracy, in this country, in this 
state we can solve problems without resorting to violence, death 
or destruction.  The Three Ring Binder Project, along with all the 
other exciting things happening in Maine, gives me hope that a 
prosperous and sustainable future is awaiting us.  Thank you, 
Madam Speaker and Ladies and Gentlemen of the House. 
 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Scarborough, Representative Flaherty. 
 Representative FLAHERTY:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  I 

find it fitting that we take up this issue directly after casinos 
because no matter your opinion on whether or not casinos truly 
provide economic development in Maine's rural communities, I 
know that we can all agree that connecting Maine's rural 
communities to high-speed broadband service is truly going to 
provide economic development.  In our global economy Maine is 
fighting to provide jobs and this bill enables economic 
development opportunities to small businesses like never before.  
I want to thank the committee members for their bipartisan 
support, their hard work and a successful conclusion to this bill.  
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 Subsequently, House Amendment "B" (H-807) to 
Committee Amendment "A" (H-784) was ADOPTED. 
 Committee Amendment "A" (H-784) as Amended by 
House Amendment "B" (H-807) thereto was ADOPTED. 
 Under suspension of the rules, the Bill was given its SECOND 
READING WITHOUT REFERENCE to the Committee on Bills in 
the Second Reading. 
 Under further suspension of the rules, the Bill was PASSED 
TO BE ENGROSSED as Amended by Committee Amendment 

"A" (H-784) as Amended by House Amendment "B" (H-807) 
thereto and sent for concurrence.  ORDERED SENT 
FORTHWITH. 

_________________________________ 
 

ENACTORS 
Acts 

 An Act To Align the Duties of School Boards Concerning 
Student Safety with the Requirements of the Federal Gun-Free 
Schools Act and To Prohibit the Discharge of Firearms within 500 
Feet of Public and Private School Properties 

(H.P. 1206)  (L.D. 1705) 
(C. "A" H-769) 

 On motion of Representative SUTHERLAND of Chapman, 
the rules were SUSPENDED for the purpose of 
RECONSIDERATION. 

 On further motion of the same Representative, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby the Bill was PASSED TO 
BE ENGROSSED. 

 On further motion of the same Representative, the rules were 
SUSPENDED for the purpose of FURTHER 
RECONSIDERATION. 

 On further motion of the same Representative, the House 
RECONSIDERED its action whereby Committee Amendment 
"A" (H-769) was ADOPTED. 
 The same Representative PRESENTED House Amendment 
"B" (H-805) to Committee Amendment "A" (H-769), which was 
READ by the Clerk. 

 The SPEAKER:  The Chair recognizes the Representative 
from Chapman, Representative Sutherland. 
 Representative SUTHERLAND:  Thank you, Madam 

Speaker.  Madam Speaker, Ladies and Gentlemen, and I noticed 
a few of my fellow committee members looking my way to see.  
This is a very minor language adjustment.  This bill is a bill that 
addressed possession and/or discharge of guns at school.  It just 
made some language changes.  The piece that we are finalizing 
today was brought up by a number of schools that indeed have 
ROTC programs and may have a school operated gun range or a 
school sanctioned program, and this language that would be 
added to the bill speaks only to a school sanction program at a 
school operated gun range if the gun range and the program are 
authorized by a written policy adopted by the school's governing 
body.  What you previously approved a couple of days ago was 
limited to one school that we were aware of.  There are more  


