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mta~bington, tJBQt 20515 

June 7, 2012 

The Honorable Robert Goodlatte, Acting Chairman 
The Honorable John Yarmuth, Acting Ranking Member 
Committee on Ethics 
1015 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Acting Chairman Goodlatte and Acting Ranking Member Yarmuth: 

We write today to request that the House Committee on Ethics (the Committee) immediately 
release the report issued by Mr. Billy Martin, the special counsel hired by the Committee to investigate 
allegations of staff misconduct in the matter of Representative Maxine Waters. 

On June 6, 2012, the Committee issued a letter to Representative Waters dismissing her due 
process concerns about the handling of the case. In that letter, the Committee referenced the findings 
made by Mr. Martin in his report, and made the conclusion that, "there has been no violation of the due 
process rights to which [Representative Waters is] entitled." This is despite the fact that the 
Committee did concede that one Committee staff member invoked the Fifth Amendment right against 
self-incrimination when questioned about the Waters matter, that certain unnamed staff members made 
"inappropriate and/or racially insensitive remarks," and that Committee staff generally did·engage in 
the leaking of confidential information and ex parte communications. 

The Committee must immediately release Mr. Martin's report, which forms the basis of their 
determination to dismiss Representative Waters' due process concerns. Without the public, the 
Congress, and Representative Waters being able to review the findings included in this report, the 
integrity of the Committee's process will further be called into question. As noted by Citizens for 
Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW), releasing the report is necessary in order to "restore 
public confidence in the committee process and to allow Rep. Waters to respond." Considering that it 
was the conduct of the Committee that necessitated Mr. Martin's investigation in the first place, which 
came at the cost of up to $800,000 to the U.S. taxpayer, we feel that it is absolutely essential that the 
Committee move forward with absolute transparency and release Mr. Martin's report. 

Sincerely, 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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