
Great Public Schools
The Right Direction for Nashville

It is critical to Nashville’s future that all our children have an equal opportunity to an 
excellent education.   The current system of public education is far from achieving this 
goal.  

We believe that, with the right reforms and focused leadership, Nashville can: 

 become the first urban center in the United States to close the achievement gap 
between low-income, minority students and their more affluent peers; and

 become the first urban center in the United States to close the international 
achievement gap between American students and their counterparts around the 
world; and

 become the first urban center in the United States to provide high-quality public 
education options that will be attractive to a broad cross-section of this city’s 
varied racial and socio-economic communities; and

 lead the nation in producing the highest number of low-income minority students 
who earn four-year college degrees.

In the last few years, we have made great strides toward accomplishing these goals:

 KIPP and LEAD, two of the most successful charter school organizations in the 
country, are on track to grow significantly in the coming years while achieving 
outstanding academic results for students in the most underprivileged communities 
in Nashville;

 Teach for America, a nationally-recognized leader in recruitment of outstanding 
college graduates for teaching positions in schools with the greatest need, is 
continuing to grow its presence in Nashville;

 We have access to data-driven models and strategies that allow us to evaluate both 
students and teachers and gauge student achievement in our schools; and 

 We have made significant headway in attracting some of our nation’s most 
outstanding school operators to Nashville.    

But there remains much work to be done.  We urge you to join us in this 
important effort.



Great Public Schools "GPS" is a Political Action Committee (PAC) established to 
raise money for reform-minded candidates in the 2012 Nashville School Board Election.

Why are the MNPS School Board Races Important?

Whether we achieve true reform will depend largely on how school districts -- and their 
school boards -- react and adapt to innovations and reform thinking.  With a student 
population of 79,000 and a proposed budget of over $700 million, MNPS can be a key 
player in the drive for better educational outcomes.  Electing smart, courageous and 
reform-minded school board leaders is critical to the success of our mission.

What Do We Expect from “Reform-Minded” School Board Leaders?

 First and foremost, they must be focused on providing a quality education to all 
Nashville's children above all else.  They are not aligned with special interests, nor 
do they allow anything other than what is best for children to dictate the agenda

 They base decisions on data.  They use data to hold people and programs accountable 
for real, measurable results tied to student outcomes

 They seek to decentralize control.  They support initiatives that push the greatest 
nexus of control and accountability to the school level and away from the central 
office

 They understand the critical importance of people.  They know that good schools 
require high quality principals and highly effective teachers.  To that end, they 
support initiatives to find and train top talent, to hold top talent accountable for results 
and to retain top talent through performance-based compensation systems

 They promote school choice.  They believe that no parent should have to send her 
child to a sub-par school, and that parents should have the freedom to send their 
children to the public school they believe is best suited to their child’s needs

 They support strategies that work and programs that achieve results.  This means 
supporting successful charter schools (and embracing the positive competitive effect 
that they should have on the district) and the most effective teacher preparation 
programs.  

To contribute to GPS, please make your check out to:

Great Public Schools
4015 Hillsboro Pike, Suite 214
Nashville, TN  37215


