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January 19, 2009 

 

 

OSHA Docket Office 

Docket No. OSHA-2009-0023 

Technical Data Center, Room N-2625 

U.S. Department of Labor 

200 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20210 

 

RE: DOCKET NO. OSHA-2009-0023; Filed Electronically 

 
Comments of the American Home Furnishings Alliance on OSHA Combustible 

Dust, Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

 

This letter constitutes the comments of the American Home Furnishings Alliance 

(“AHFA”) on the above-referenced Advanced Notice of Proposed Rulemaking 

(“ANPR”) published by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(“OSHA”) in the Federal Register dated October 21, 2009.  The AHFA is the 

world’s largest and most influential trade organization serving the home furnishings 

industry.  Since 1905, the AHFA and its predecessor organizations have 

disseminated the most up-to-date management, manufacturing, and technical 

information to member companies and acted as a watchdog against burdensome 

regulatory requirements and government intervention.  The AHFA will be closely 

following OSHA’s development of any rule pursuant to the ANPR, and will 

comment throughout the rulemaking process. 

 

AHFA Member Companies are in NAICS group 337000 and, as such, adhere to 

NFPA 664, the Standard for the Prevention of Fires and Explosions in Wood 

Processing and Woodworking Facilities.  When operating in compliance with 

NFPA 664, wood dust is a normal and manageable part of our Member’s operations.  

Safe handling and responsible housekeeping via adherence to NFPA 664 has 

worked for our industry; a review of Table 1 in the ANPR indicates a total of two 

combustible dust incidents in our industry since 1980.  This represents .0048% of 

the total incidents reported.  AHFA believe OSHA’s own data in the ANPR indicate 

that NFPA 664 is working well in the home furnishings industry; as such, AHFA 

strongly believes that no additional regulation for our industry is required at this 

time. 

 

In short, the AHFA disagrees with OSHA’s “preliminary” conclusion in the ANPR 

that national consensus standards alone are insufficient to adequately protect 

workers in our industry from the hazards associated with combustible dust.  To the 

contrary, as demonstrated by OSHA’s own data, adherence to NFPA 664 has served 
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well to protect workers from these hazards.  AHFA believes that no federal 

intervention in our industry is justified or required.  However, should OSHA insist 

that federal standards are required for our industry, the AHFA strongly suggests that 

OSHA simply adopt the existing NFPA 664 as any final federal rule that regulates 

the home furnishings industry. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of these comments on this matter of utmost 

importance to the home furnishings industry. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Bill Perdue 

Vice President, Environmental, Safety/Health, Standards 

American Home Furnishings Alliance 

 

 

 

 

 


