
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TENNESSEE

AT KNOXVILLE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA )
)

v. )  CASE NO. 3:12-CR-35
 )  JUDGES PHILLIPS/SHIRLEY
ROY KENNETH WADE, JR. )

UNITED STATES’ NOTICE OF FACTUAL BASIS

The United States of America, by and through the United States Attorney for the Eastern

District of Tennessee, hereby files this Notice of Factual Basis.  In support of the defendant’s

guilty plea, the defendant agrees and stipulates to the following facts, which satisfy the offense

elements in the Indictment.  These are the facts submitted for purposes of the defendant’s guilty

plea.  They do not necessarily constitute all of the facts in the case.  Other facts may be relevant

to sentencing.  The United States retains the right to present additional facts to the Court to

ensure a fair and appropriate sentence in this case.  

On February 24, 2012, the defendant presented himself to the Emergency Department and

was admitted to the Physicians Regional Medical Center located at 900 E. Oak Hill Avenue in

Knoxville, Tennessee.  While there, the defendant expressed a very adamant desire to kill Judge

Grissom, stating that he had overwhelming anger and hate toward Judge Grissom for denying his

disability benefits.  Judge K. Dickson Grissom is a United States judge; specifically, a Social

Security Administrative Law Judge for the Office of Disability Adjudication and Review

(ODAR).  Judge Grissom denied the defendant’s application for disability benefits on

October 31, 2011.  On February 24, 2012, the defendant reported that he had access to a 9mm

handgun, and that, the previous week he waited for Judge Grissom to leave his office so that he
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could shoot him, but that the Judge did not come out.  The defendant further stated that he “still

wants to kill Judge Grissom and plans to shoot him.”  Later that day, at approximately

10:31 p.m., WADE was transported by a Knox County Sheriff’s deputy to the Lakeshore Mental

Health Institute for admission for in-patient treatment.  

On February 28, 2012, the defendant was released from the Lakeshore Mental Health

Institute.  While officers and agents searched for the defendant, Judge Grissom was notified of

the defendant’s release and he expressed safety concerns.  A protective detail was sent to protect

Judge Grissom and his family.

On February 29, 2012, Department of Homeland Security (DHS) special agents and

Knoxville Police Department officers located the defendant at a friend’s 5251 Tillery Road

residence in Knoxville, Tennessee.  Agents discovered that, while the defendant was staying with

his friend, the defendant also told his friend that he wanted to shoot Judge Grissom.  The

defendant’s friend told agents that the defendant said he told the medical staff at St. Mary’s

hospital that he was going to kill Judge Grissom.  The friend relayed to agents that he had heard

the defendant say that he was going to obtain a 9mm gun and shoot Judge Grissom.  The

defendant waved around some letters he’d written about “killing the judge” in front of his friend. 

The defendant was arrested that night.  The defendant’s friend later provided the letters to

Department of Homeland Security (DHS) special agents.  One of the defendant’s handwritten

letters states:

To Whom It May Concern!!! 
Today is the day that nothing in this f-ckin g-dd-mn world.  I think that 
today is the day that I just can’t take it anymore.  Death or life doesn’t 
matter anymore.  I have been suffering with this sh-t since I was 6 yrs old.  
For 39 years.  Judge Grissom (ALJ) totally f-cked up my d-mn life.  He 
will be the 1st person along with his secertary.  The goverment can kiss 
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my f-ckin a-s + 1 by 1 they must die for what they have done to me + my 
son.  Roy K. Wade, Jr.

Expletives edited for publication. 

Later on February 29, 2012, the defendant waived his Miranda rights and signed medical

authorization/records release forms.  The defendant told agents that he may have made threats

toward Judge Grissom and stated that he didn’t know if he would kill Judge Grissom or not.  The

defendant told agents that he might not try to kill him, or he might shoot the judge one time or

fifteen times - he could not say.  The defendant added that he would save a round in the chamber

to shoot himself if he did kill Judge Grissom, though.  The defendant indicated that Judge

Grissom completely ruined his life by refusing to order disability benefits.  The defendant said he

believed the judge’s ruling was very personal, because the judge refused to give the defendant the

money he felt he deserved. 

Respectfully submitted this 14th day of May, 2012.

WILLIAM C. KILLIAN
United States Attorney

                     By:  s/  Melissa M. Kirby               
Melissa M. Kirby
Assistant U.S. Attorney
800 Market Street, Suite 211
Knoxville, Tennessee  37902
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that, on May 14, 2012, a copy of the foregoing Notice of Factual Basis was
filed electronically.  Notice of this filing will be sent by operation of the Court’s electronic filing
system to all parties indicated on the electronic filing receipt, namely:

Jonathan A. Moffatt
Federal Defender Services of Eastern Tennessee, Inc.
800 South Gay Street, Suite 2400
Knoxville, Tennessee  37929-9714

       s/  Melissa M. Kirby                
Melissa M. Kirby
Assistant U.S. Attorney
800 Market Street, Suite 211
Knoxville, Tennessee  37902
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