


Any private interest you may have in that information does not factor into the aforementioned balancing 
test. 

Exemption 7(C) protects records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes that could 
reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy. This exemption takes 
particular note of the strong interests of individuals, whether they are suspects, witnesses, or investigators, 
in not being unwarrantably associated with alleged criminal activity. That interest extends to persons who 
are not only the subjects of the investigation, but those who may have their privacy invaded by having 
their identities and information about them revealed in connection with an investigation. Based upon the 
traditional recognition of strong privacy interest in law enforcement records, categorical withholding of 
information that identifies third parties in law enforcement records is ordinarily appropriate. As such, we 
have determined that the privacy interest in the identities of individuals in the records you have requested 
clearly outweigh any minimal public interest in disclosure of the information. Please note that any private 
interest you may have in that information does not factor into this determination. 

Exemption 7(E) protects records compiled for law enforcement purposes, the release of which would 
disclose techniques and/or procedures for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would 
disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such disclosure could reasonably 
be expected to risk circumvention of the law. 

You have a right to appeal the above withholding determination; however, we do request that you hold 
any appeals in abeyance pending the issuance of our fmal response. Your agreement to do so will have 
no affect on the adjudication of your appeal. Should you wish to do so, you must send your appeal and a 
copy of this letter, within 60 days ofthe date ofthis letter, to: Associate General Counsel (General Law), 
U.S . Department of Homeland Security, Washington, D.C. 20528, following the procedures outlined in 
the DHS regulations at 6 C.F.R. § 5.9. Your envelope and letter should be marked "FOIA Appeal". 
Copies of the FOIA and DHS regulations are available at www.dhs.gov/foia. 

Provisions of the FOIA allow us to recover part of the cost of complying with your request. In this 
instance, because you have been granted a blanket waiver of fees, there is no charge associated with this 
response. 

We appreciate your patience as we continue to process your request. If you need to contact our office 
again about this matter, please refer to DHS/OS/PRIV 12-0048. This office can be reached at 703-235-
0790. 
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