
The Reverend James Meeks, after the Reverend Jeremiah Wright, is Obama’s closest 
“spiritual counsel,” according to the Chicago Sun-Times. Meeks, pastor of the Salem 
Baptist Church on Chicago’s South Side, is a state senator, and an Obama delegate to the 
Democratic convention. He filmed an ad for Obama’s 2004 Senate race at Obama’s 
request. Obama has spoken from his pulpit and prayed in his congregation, including the 
night after his election to the Senate. Meeks’ choir sings at Obama’s event.  
 
Meeks has denounced “Hollywood Jews,” blaming them for homosexuality; called 
Mayor Daley as a “slave master” and supporters of Daley “house niggers”; and called 
gays “evil.”   
 

PLAY THIS YOUTUBE: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM2M11BsA3g  

 
http://www.suntimes.com/news/falsani/726619,obamafalsani040504.article 

Obama: I have a deep faith  
Barack Obama credits his multicultural upbringing for his theological 
point of view.  

April 5, 2004 
 
 
BY CATHLEEN FALSANI Sun-Times Columnist  
 

"The biggest challenge, I think, is always maintaining your moral compass."  

Friends and advisers, such as the Rev. Michael Pfleger, pastor of St. Sabina Roman 
Catholic Church in the Auburn- Gresham community on the South Side, who has known 
Obama for the better part of 20 years, help him keep that compass set, he says.  

"I always have felt in him this consciousness that, at the end of the day, with all of us, 
you've got to face God," Pfleger says of Obama. "Faith is key to his life, no question 
about it. It is central to who he is, and not just in his work in the political field, but as a 
man, as a black man, as a husband, as a father.... I don't think he could easily divorce his 
faith from who he is."  



Another person Obama says he seeks out for spiritual counsel is state Sen. James Meeks, 
who is also the pastor of Chicago's Salem Baptist Church. The day after Obama won the 
primary in March, he stopped by Salem for Wednesday-night Bible study.  

"I know that he's a person of prayer," Meeks says. "The night after the election, he was 
the hottest thing going from Galesburg to Rockford. He did all the TV shows, and all the 
morning news, but his last stop at night was for church. He came by to say thank you, and 
he came by for prayer."  

http://www.queerty.com/obamas-gay-backers-20080221/ 

But leaving the “Anybody But Hillary” camp, back to Obama, Mr. Oh So Inspiring, Mr. 
Able to Bring People Together/Change Minds: 

Rev. James Meeks is a close friend and spiritual consultant to Sen. Obama. Rev. Meeks 
appeared in TV ads for Obama’s US Senate campaign; Obama campaigned at his church; 
and went there for prayer the night he won that primary. Meeks was on his exploratory 
committee for the Presidency, and his church choir performed at a rally for Obama the 
night he announced. Rev. Meeks is also an Illinois state senator who has aggressively 
campaigned against gay rights and complained about “Hollywood Jews for bringing us 
‘Brokeback Mountain’.” He ran for governor on an antigay platform. He calls being gay 
an “evil sickness,” and his gigantic church is one of those which sponsors a Halloween 
fright night in which, according to the “Chicago Sun Times,” among those “consigned to 
the flames of hell” were “two mincing young men wearing body glitter who were 
supposed to be homosexuals.” His church has also launched antigay petition drives for 
the Illinois Family Institute, and Meeks is also aligned with Antigay Industry 
powerhouses Focus on the Family, the Family Research Council, the Alliance Defense 
Fund, and Americans for Truth that proclaims “fighting AIDS without talking against 
homosexuality is like fighting lung cancer without talking against smoking.” We do not 
know if Sen. Obama was also too busy campaign for US Senate to “go after him” as he’s 
said he can do to get others to do the right thing. We only know that his close friend and 
advisor, the Rev. & Sen. James Meeks voted against SB3186, against LGBT equality in 
Illinois, and is apparently, just like Donnie McClurkin, just as homohating as he was 
before ever meeting Barack Obama. 

http://rodonline.typepad.com/rodonline/2006/04/im_their_guy.html 

I channel surf on Sunday mornings and often catch Meeks’ televised service. I find 
myself in agreement on many of his teachings about the need for increased educational 
funding for Black schools, the effects of the legacy of Slavery, and how the Black vote is 
taken for granted in the Dem Party. Then at some point in the sermon he starts gay 
bashing. About a month ago he criticized "The Hollywood Jews for bringing us 
Brokeback Mountain." 
 
 
 



MEEKS IS AN OBAMA CONVENTION DELEGATE FROM ILLINOIS 
 
http://blogs.suntimes.com/sweet/2007/10/sweet_blog_special_clinton_fil.html  
  
  

Sweet blog special: Clinton files 15,000 Illinois signatures. Obama 
files 55,000 to get on Illinois ballot. 

WASHINGTON--Filing in Springfield starts today for the Feb. 5 primary--all local, state and 
federal races. This Obama-centic blog brings you the complete Obama Illinois slate.  

 James Meeks Chicago 
 

• Jul 28, 2006 7:30 pm US/Central  

http://cbs2chicago.com/local/Rev.James.Meeks.2.330702.html 

 

Meeks Has Harsh Words For Daley, Supporters 

Language From the Pulpit Talks About "Slave Masters" 

Get breaking news alerts 

by Mike Flannery  
 
CHICAGO (CBS) ― State Senator Rev. James Meeks used some tough language on the 
pulpit, attacking the mayor and others, including African-Americans who are Daley 
allies.  
 
Meeks is trying to generate some new pressure on the issue of funding for public schools. 
On Friday, he led a march through downtown Chicago to call attention to his charges of 
inequality in education .  
 
CBS 2's Political Editor Mike Flannery reports on Rev. Meeks and his rough words.  
 
Per pulpit video from July 5 Rev. James Meeks states, "We don't have slave masters. We 
got mayors. But they still the same white people who are presiding over systems where 
black people are not able, or to be educated." 
 
That was only one part of the tough talk State Sen. James Meeks delivered earlier this 
month in a Sunday sermon at the South Side church where he is pastor. It was broadcast 
twice on WJYS, Channel 62.  



 
On Friday, he stood by every word of it. 
 
"Is it fair to compare Mayor Daley, him and the governor, to slave masters?" CBS 2's 
Mike Flannery asked. 
 
"They do the same thing. They preside over systems where they have the control of the 
lives of African-American and Hispanic people," Meeks replied. 
 
While Meeks is a potential challenger to Daley in this winter's city election, he's hoping 
others will run against African-American members of the City Council who've been close 
to Daley, attacking them with the "N-word," a racial slur that CBS 2 News chose not to 
cover with a beep on air. 
 
"You got some preachers that are House N-word. You got some elected officials that are 
House N-word. And rather than them trying to break this up, they gonna fight you to 
protect this white man," Meeks said in the sermon tape. 
 
In his interview with Flannery on Friday, Meeks said, "The "N" word is not in the 
African-American community a bad word. It's a term of endearment. And I don't see it as 
derogatory or defensive, offensive." 
 
"That is an insult. You weren't using that term as a term of endearment," Flannery said.  
 
"And no one will be offended, except an individual that it applies to," Meeks said. 
 
He would not say which black leaders it does apply to. 
 
"Why would I sit here and name names of individuals?" Meeks said. 
 
CBS 2 spoke with Mayor Daley's spokeswoman, Jackie Heard, who said: "It's 
unfortunate given all that the mayor has done to close the racial divide, how hard he has 
worked to bring people together and to level the playing field the last 10 years for all his 
workers and the Chicago Public Schools." 
 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich declined to comment.  

(© MMVI, CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.) 

 


