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Dear Chancellor Deaton,

Thank you for your direct response to our questions over conflict of interest rules at the University of Missouri,
specifically relating to payments from the Heartland Institute to professor Anthony Lupo for his contributions to
Nongovernmental International Panel on Climate Change Climate Change Reconsidered reports. Your
documentation was helpful in providing understanding of the University’s requirements and documentation of
potential financial conflicts of interest.

Dr. Lupo was one of six professors included in Greenpeace’s inquiries following the leaked Heartland Institute
budget documents detailing payments to university affiliates for work as part of the “Nongovernmental International
Panel on Climate Change” (NIPCC), which is not a recognized scientific authority on climate research. Rather, the
NIPCC serves ideological groups opposed to policies designed to reduce the real world impact of climate change on
our own country as well as other nations.

Among the schools that have responded to our concerns over payments from the Heartland Institute, Arizona State
University is conducting an investigation of Robert C. Balling while Michigan Technological University has a
professor listed in the Heartland 2012 budget against his knowledge, which the Heartland Institute has not
explained.

A recent article in the Chronicle of Higher Education noted that Dr. Lupo “agreed to help Heartland—even though it
asked him to work on a project that went beyond his scientific qualifications—because the group's approach fit his
belief that manmade climate change is occurring but that there's no certainty yet of its effects.”1 Dr. Lupo reiterated
his opinion on climate change in a recent Columbia Tribune article by Janese Silvey, where he was quoted:

"There's no doubt the climate is changing; that's a given," he said. "But the question is: What's
causing it. Is it mankind alone, which a lot of people say? Is it some mix of man and nature? Or is
it nature? I would say nature is mostly responsible. There may be a role for man in there
somewhere, but how much, I don't know."

This is in clear contrast with global scientific consensus on climate change. A study by the by the Proceedings of the
National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America concluded, “97–98% of the climate researchers most
actively publishing in the field surveyed here support the tenets of [anthropogenic climate change] outlined by the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change,” and that “the relative climate expertise and scientific prominence of
the researchers unconvinced of [anthropogenic climate change] are substantially below that of the convinced
researchers.”2

Additionally, scientists are now warning that due to continued greenhouse gas emissions from burning fossil fuels,
“the world is close to reaching thresholds beyond which the effects on the global climate will be irreversible, such as
the melting of polar ice sheets and loss of rainforests.”3 This is consistent with a long-established and continually
developing body of research indicating that climate change poses serious economic, ecological and human
consequences if left unaddressed.

Dr. Lupo claims direct affiliation with credible scientific institutions whose climate research and positions clearly
contrast Dr. Lupo’s notably minority viewpoint:



• In the American Geophysical Union’s position statement on climate change, titled, “Humans Impact Climate,
and the Scientific Community has the Responsibility to Educate and Communicate the Implications of Climate
Change to the Public and Policy Makers,” AGU states [emphasis their’s]:“The scientific evidence for human
activity impacting climate is strong and widely accepted within the scientific community. Given the significant
current and potential impacts of climate change, scientists have a unique responsibility to educate the public
and public policy makers on this topic.” 4

• The American Meteorological Society’s position statement on climate change states “Direct human impact is
through changes in the concentration of certain trace gases such as carbon dioxide, chlorofluorocarbons,
methane, nitrous oxide, ozone, and water vapor, known collectively as greenhouse gases.” 5

• The Royal Meteorological Society’s response to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change (IPCC) states, “The changes were are seeing now in our climate are the result of emissions
since industrialisation and we have already set in motion the next 50 years of global warming – what we do
from now on will determine how worse it will get.” 6

Anthony Lupo’s résumé states affiliation with the above-mentioned institutions as well as being “Acknowledged as
part of the IPCC which shared the Nobel Peace Prize with Mr. Albert Gore, Jr.”7 Given the contrast between Dr.
Lupo’s position on climate change with decades of climate research and conclusions of scientific authorities in the
U.S. and around the world, it is concerning that he is the Principal Investigator for the University of Missouri’s
Global Climate Change Group. It is also concerning that the Heartland Institute promotes Dr. Lupo and his
affiliations, including the University of Missouri, as a way to position itself as scientifically credible.8

By accepting payments to contribute to Heartland’s self-published Climate Change Reconsidered reports, which
aren’t peer-reviewed, Dr. Lupo has helped bring science with dire humanitarian consequences into the political
realm, where partisan politics trumps public interest. Dr. Lupo himself has noted that Climate Change Reconsidered
is “a political document, there's no doubt about that.”9

Recognizing these concerns and our previous communications, please respond to the following questions and
document requests:

1) What is the University of Missouri’s protocol for ensuring its professors teach science accurately, regardless of
their own political affiliations, to students? How does the University ensure that political positions are not
portrayed as mainstream scientific understanding?

2) Is climate change a subject of classes that Dr. Lupo teaches, such as Introductory Meteorology? Does he
promote political positions on global warming that contrast the conclusions of active climate researchers
worldwide? Please explain, and please provide a copy of syllabuses for any classes taught in the last 3 years by
Dr. Lupo that include content on climate change/global warming.

3) Given that Dr. Lupo recognizes the Heartland Institute’s Climate Change Reconsidered reports are “political,”
and that Dr. Lupo’s opinion on climate change clearly does not represent an overwhelming majority of climate
researchers worldwide, please explain how the University of Missouri ensures that its Global Climate Change
Group is not inhibited by political bias when conducting and promoting academic research on global climate
change.

Again, we appreciate your previous effort to promptly address our concerns and look forward to clarification of our
questions above. Please contact my Research Director Kert Davies at 202-319-2455 if you have any questions.



Sincerely,

Phil Radford
Executive Director
Greenpeace US

PR/cg

CC:
Timothy M. Wolfe
President, University of Missouri
Email: umpresident@umsystem.edu

Michael McPhaden
President, American Geophysical Union
Email: michael.j.mcphaden@noaa.gov

Linda Gundersen
Chair, Task Force on Scientific Ethics
American Geophysical Union
Email: Ethics@agu.org, Lgundersen@usgs.gov

Dr. Elizabeth J. Austin, CCM
Chair, Board of Certified Consulting Meteorologists
American Meteorological Society
Email: elizabeth@weatherextreme.com

Jay J. Trobec, Ph.D., CCM, CBM
Chair, Commission on Professional Affairs
American Meteorological Society
Email: jay@trobec.net

Dr. Louis W. Uccellini
President,
Council of the American Meteorological Society
Email: Louis.Uccellini@noaa.gov

Prof. Tim Palmer
President, Royal Meteorological Society
Email: chiefexec@rmets.org
Fax: 0-118-956-8571
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