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national economic impact
The beer industry in the United States, comprised of 
brewers, importers, distributors and retailers, is a dynamic 
and vital component of the economy, contributing billions 
of dollars in wages and taxes every year. An indication of 
beer’s importance is its inclusion in the basket of goods the 
government uses to calculate the Consumer Price Index.

In 2010, beer’s total impact on the U.S. economy stood at 
more than $223.8 billion. $44.7 billion was paid in business, 
personal and consumption taxes. Consumption taxes include 
$3.6 billion in federal excise taxes, $1.7 billion in state excise 
taxes and $5.8 billion in state and local sales and meals taxes.

The industry’s economic ripple effect extends far and wide 
benefiting packaging, freight transportation, agriculture 
and other businesses whose livelihood is tied to the beer 
industry. In addition, brewers are leading contributors of 
manufacturing jobs in the U.S. The majority of the nearly 
140,000 hard working men and women directly employed 
by brewers, importers and beer distributors receive solid 
wages and company-provided benefits, including healthcare. 
Beer sales also contribute to the profitability of more than 
545,000 licensed retail outlets in the U.S. These effects make 
the beer industry an economic force in every state and local 
community across the nation.

Today, the beer industry as a whole directly and indirectly 
employs more than 1.8 million Americans, paying them $71.2 
billion in wages and benefits. In fact, the U.S. Department 
of Labor found the wages of beer industry employees to 
be among the highest of 350 industries surveyed. Of the 
almost 2 million American employees, 1 million are directly 
employed by brewers, importers, distributors and retailers.
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Beer Serves America
Brewers, importers, beer distributors and 
retailers are proud to serve America through 
economic contributions, responsibility initiatives 
and community involvement.

RESPONSIBILITY
Brewers, beer importers and distributors share a longstanding commitment to help 
ensure that their products are enjoyed responsibly.  For decades, the beer industry 
has played an active role in responsibility by teaming with parents, state and federal 
regulators, law enforcement officials, educators and many others to implement effective 
programs.  The beer industry in America has spent more than $850 million on a variety of 
alcohol awareness and education programs and initiatives designed to help prevent all 
forms of alcohol abuse, including underage drinking and drunk driving. 

According to government statistics, drunk driving and underage drinking have declined 
over the past three decades; and some of these indicators are at their lowest levels 
since record-keeping began. For example, the 2010 Monitoring the Future study reports 
record-low levels of past-month drinking since the survey began in 1991 for 8th and 10th 
graders and in 1975 for 12th graders. And the number of fatalities in drunk-driving crashes 
declined to a record-low level in 2009, down 49 percent since tracking began in 1982.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
U.S. brewers, importers and beer distributors are dedicated to improving the quality of life 
in the communities where they live and work.

As a result, the beer industry initiates and supports numerous alcohol awareness and 
education efforts, recycling programs and philanthropy programs. Beer industry employees 
support local charities and are involved in civic development.
 
The beer industry is committed to preserving and protecting the environment. America’s 
beer distributors have begun to utilize alternative fuels in their delivery trucks and 
renewable energy in their warehouses. Brewers and suppliers use aluminum beverage 
cans and promote aluminum and glass recycling programs. Today, they are implementing 
innovations to significantly reduce the amount of water and energy needed to produce 
and package beer. These are just some of the many beer industry initiatives to enhance 
sustainability in communities across the nation.
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