
Re: Letter of Resignation

Dear Commissioner:

Please accept this letter of resignation effective March 31, 2012. I cannot begin to 
express  how grateful  I  am for  being afforded the opportunity to  represent  the 
people of Knox County as both their chief deputy and as their law director. That 
being  said,  please  allow  me  to  explain  the  reason  behind  the  timing  of  this 
resignation. 
As you are aware,  Knox County is at a crossroads.  The manner in which the 
County Commission will fulfill its duties to the people of Knox County will be 
greatly impacted by the actions of the Charter Review Committee. As such, the 
duties and responsibilities of the Charter Review Committee are without question, 
profoundly important ones. The law director plays a significant role in the Charter 
Review process. Specifically, the law director is charged with:
 
1. Insuring that the charter changes suggested by the Committee are legally 
sound;
 
2. Drafting the language that will ultimately appear on the ballot referenda;
 
3. Defending any legal challenges to amendments prior to being placed on the 
ballot and after being passed by the electorate.
 
Based  upon  the  above,  it  is  essential  that  law  director-elect  Bud  Armstrong 
become involved in this process while the Charter  Review Committee is in its 
formative stages and before it makes any definitive decisions. Leaving him out of 
this  important  process  will  be  contrary  to  the  interests  of  the people  of  Knox 
County  and  greatly  hamper  his  ability  to  defend  the  County  should  a  legal 
challenge occur.
 
As such, I strongly suggest, per Tennessee law, that you immediately publish a 
public notice, seeking resumes from attorneys interested in serving as interim law 
director. Hopefully, Mr. Armstrong will be among those who apply. This can be 
accomplished  during  this  month’s  Commission  work  session,  provided  the 
Chairman immediately directs the Commission secretary to publish the requisite 
notices. You can make your selection during your monthly meeting on March 26, 
2012.
 
Thank you for your time and attention to this matter.



 
Sincerely,
 
 
Joseph G. Jarret
 

 

Joseph G. Jarret, Esquire
Knox County Law Director
Federal & State Mediator
400 Main Street, Suite 612
Knoxville, TN 37902
(865) 215-2327


